


A N 


Univerfal Hiftory, 

FROM T H E >i 

Earlieft Accounts to the Prefent Time. 

Compiled from 

ORIGINAL AUTHORS. 

Illustrated with 

CHARTS, MAPS, NOTES, &c. 

AND 

A GENERAL INDEX to the Whole. 

'irofla? dpx a '> x S P™ In o.£tc* 7; Ivpiia-i i; axoTruf. 

Z„P irtfoi avnZot, lyxi™?. _ Ealil. Imp, ad Leon, fil, 

VOL. XII. 

- - 7 - ---- 



LONDON, 

Printed fo^S. Bathurst, J. F. and C. Riv ington, A. Hamil¬ 
ton, T. Payne, T. Longman, S. Chowder, B. Law, T. 
Becket, J.Robson,F. Newbery.G.Robtnson.T.Cadeli, 
j. and T. Bowles, S. Bladon, }. Murray, and W.Fox. 

MDCCI.XXX. 






CONTE NTS 


or THE 


TWELFTH VOLUME. 


CHAP. XLIX. 

The Hiftory of Rome, from the Death of Ctefar 
to the firft Confulate of O&avianus, pago ** 

CHAP. L. 

Thev Hiftory of Rome, from the firft Confulate of 
dbavianus to the Death of Cafiius and Brutus, 4ft 

' C H A P. LI. 

The Hiftory of Rome, from the Death of Brutus 
and Caffius to the Settlement of the Empire by 
Oftavianus, 87 

CHAP. til. 

The Hiftory of Rome, from the Settlement of the 
Roman Empire to the Death of Nerd, the laft of 
the Family ot the Cacfars, *45 


D I- 



♦fcllECTIONS for placing the COPPER-PLATES. 

The Houfe and Turret of Mxcenas, to face page 103 

The Head of Auguftus, 145 

Map of the Countries'of Vindelicia, Rlmia, and 
Noricum, 169 

Map of Pannonia, Mosfia, Dacia, and Illyricum, 173 

Map of Italy as divided into Regions, 188 

Maufoleum of Augu ftus, 213 

Ditto, 213 

Head of Tiberius, 215 

Auguftus’s Theatre, erefted in Honour of Mar- 
cellus, 215 

Map of Ancient Germany, 238 

Map of Belgic or Lower Germany, 254 

Head of Caligula, 364 

Head of Claudius, 414 

Amphitheatre of Claudius Csefar, in the Campus 
Martius, 414 

Head of Nero, 451 



Univerfal Hiftory, 

FROM THE 

Earlieft Accounts tp the Prefent Time. 


CHAP. XLIX. 

The Hiftory of Rome , from the Death of Ccefar 
to the Jirji Confalate of O&avianus. 


TT "TT THEN Cxfar was difpatched, Brutus advancing td 
the middle of the fenate-houfe, offered to give an 
y ’ account to the fathers of the motives of their un¬ 
dertaking, in hopes they would approve an a£tion which had 
reftored liberty to their country ; but they fled in the ut- Kml( - n 
molt confternation, and carried terror and confufion into great con- 
all quarters of the city. So great was the throng at the door Jiemation 
of the hall, and in the porch, that fome of the fenators were u P on L .*~. 
ftifled in the crowd, and others dangcroufly wounded by h ar 1 dta, "‘ 
running blindly in that general diftra£tion again!! the drawn 
daggers of the confpirators. The news of Ctcfar s death be¬ 
ing fpread all over the city, the friends of the deceafed re¬ 
tired precipitately to their houfes, and {hut themfelves up, 
without knowing what they had to hope or fear from fo 
tragical an event. The artificers and other inhabitants 
quitting their {hops and houfes, ran up and down the lfrects 
in diftraftion ; fome haftening to fee the body of the de¬ 
ceafed ; fome eagerly enquiring into the particulars of the 
aflafiination. In the mean time Brutus and the other con¬ 
fpirators marched in a body from the fenate-houfe all over 
the city, with their daggers ftill bloody in their bands, not 
like perfons who thought of efcaping, but with an air of 
Vol. XII. B confidence 
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confidence amfafiiuance. Some perfons of diflin&ion, who 
had not been privy to the confpiracy, joined them with their 
drawn fwords.deftrous to fliare in the honour of the action: 
of this numbiir' were C. Odavius, P. Lentulus Spinther, 
Favonius Patifeus, and L. Statius Murcus, who had ferved 
under Csefar in quality of lieutenant againft the foils of 
Pompey in Spain. They proclaimed in the ftrects that they 
had killed the king of Rome, and the tyrant of their coun¬ 
try. They were preceded by a herald, who carried on the 
point of a lance, a cap, the fymbol of liberty among the 
Romans. I hey exhorted the people to refume their ancient 
liberty, and complimented fuch perfons of rank as came in 
their way. When they.arrived at the comitium, Bnuus, 
holding up his bloody dagger, cried out, “ Cicero, we have 
revenged the republic.” 

Findingrbowever, that the people did not enter into their 
views, but rather teemed inclined to revenge the murder of 
their beloved dictator, they thought it advifeable to rcthc 
to the Capitol, whither they were attended bv a body of 
gladiators.belonging to Decimus Brutus Albinus. Next 
day, as no citizen was injured by the cor.fpirators cither in 
his goods or perfon, the fenators, and many of the people, 
went up to the confpirators in the Capitol, where they were 
harangued by Brutus. When he had done fpeaking, they 
applauded his oration, and invited him with one voi.e to 
come into the city. Thus encouraged, the confpirators de- 
feended with confidence into the forum, Brutus bein y at¬ 
tended and guarded by many perfons of the moft eminent 
quality in Rome, while the other confpirators went pro- 
mifeuoufly mingled with the crowd. Brutus, perceiving 
the people difpofed to hear him with attention, mounted 
the roftra, anil addrefled tliem in a very afFeding fpeeeh, 
explaining the motives which had" prompted him and his 
confederates to put C.efar to death ; and folemnly protefling 
they had nothing elfe in view but to deliver Rome from ty¬ 
ranny, and reftore the liberty of the commonwealth. Not- 
withfianding all his elocution, and tlicfe fpecious protefla- 
tiona, the people continued filent, fullen, and dejeded; 
and the confpirators dreading the confequence, retired once 
more to the Capitol \ 

Caefar, determined to fet'out in a few days on his intended 
expedition.againft the Parthians, had refigned his confullhip 
to P. Cornelius Dolabelta, a young man of twenty-five years 
of age, who had married Tullia the daughter of Cicero. 

J be new couful, out of refpecl to Caefar, waited for his de- 

1 PJist. Dio Caff. Appian. ibid. 
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fiarture to enter upon his office; but he no fooner heard the 
news of his death, than he appeared with his liCtors and 
fafces, without the confent either of thcfenate or people. 
It was generally fuppofed he would join the dictator's friends 
againft Brutus and the cither confpirators; but he, to the 
great furprize of all, immediately went up to the Capitol 
with all the pomp of a conful 5 and there congratulating 
Brutus and his followers on the fuccefs of their glorious un¬ 
dertaking, declared, that he would fupport them to the ut- 
moft of his power. From the Capitol he returned to the 
forum, where he harangued the multitude, exhorting them 
to join the deliverers of their country; and, after having ut¬ 
tered many bitter reflections on Ctefar, andvbeftowed the 
liighelt elogiums on Brutus, he boldly propofed a law, en¬ 
acting, that for the future the idea of March fho'uld be ccr 
Jebrated with the fame folemnity as the day on which Rome! 
was built. The people, however, were fo far from ap¬ 
plauding his propofal, that they would have torn him in 
pieces, had he not faved himfelf by a timely retre.at to the 
Capitol. 
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The menaces which the multitude threw out od this 00* 
cafion againft the dictator’s enemies, did not deter L. Cor¬ 
nelius Cinna from renouncing his party. Ctefar had mar- ' 
ried to his firft wife Cornelia the filter of Cinna, and on that 
accoi*it had always favoured him in a. particular manner. 

He Mid raifed him this year to the prtetorfhrp, and pro-’* 
tmfel him the confulate : but Cinna was in his heart a re- The fingtt* 
publican, and an enemy to the dictator ; therefore, upon far beha- 
Cscfar’s death, he not only openly joined with the confpira- ™ our 
tors, but going into the forum with all the enfigris of his cmna- 
dignity, pronounced an inveCtive againft his brother-in-law, 
ityling him tyrant, ufurper, and opprelfor of his country. 

When he had clofed his oration, he (tripped himfelf, in pre- 
fcnce of the people, of alf the ornaments of his dignity, 
crying out, “ Thefe I received of Csefar, againft the known 
laws of Rome ; and now I refign them to the Roman peo¬ 
ple, who alone have a right to difpofe of them.” The 
people took notice of nothing but his ingratitude, which 
they refented fo highly, that he was obliged to abfeond for 
fear of feeling its effeCts b . 

Antony anil Lepidus, who were entirely attached to Cae- 
far, and had concealed themfelves through fear of being in¬ 
volved in his ruin, bearing bow the people flood affeCted, . 
appeared again in public. When the confpirators firft con¬ 
futed about the executionof their defign, they were all, ex- 


• Appian, Bell, Civil, lib, ii. Veil. Patereul. lib. il. cap. 58. 
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cept Brutus, of opinion, that Antony ftiould be Cut off 
with Ciefar ; for they coniidered him as a dangerous perfon, 
oa account of his unbounded ambition, and the powerful 
inlereft: he bad among the foldiery; but Brutus would by 
no means liften to their advice, faying, that an action un¬ 
dertaken in defence of the laws ought to be free even from 
all appearance of injuftice. Befides, he gave them hopes, 
that a great change might be wrought in Antony. This 
Roman appeared again with all the majefly and fplendor of 
a confui, being Coel'at's colleague in that dignity, and ma¬ 
naged his affairs with fucb addrefs, that Ife paved the way 
for that triumvirate, which gave the finilhing blow to the 
republic, and eftabliilied^nonarehy at Rome. 

The ii rtt Itcp he took Vas to order Lepidus to march into 
the city with a legion, which he commanded in the neigh¬ 
bourhood, and to encamp in the field of Mars. This mo¬ 
tion alarmed the confpirators in the Capitol, who lent de¬ 
puties to Antony and Lepidus, deli ring them to confider 
the dangerous confer]tienees of a divifion in fo critical a 
conjuncture, and remonftratmg, that no hatred to Ctefar’s 
perfon had armed them againft him,but only the love which 
every good,citizen ought to have for his country. As De- 
cimus Brut us had already left Rome to put himfelf at the 
bead of an army of veterans in Cifalpine Gaul, which pro¬ 
vince had been allotted him by Car far, Anthony ai e d Le¬ 
pidus diifemblod even their defign of revenging the dictator’s 
death, and, to gain time, returned the following at/wer: 
“ That they were ready to facrifice their private regards to 
the public good, and [offer the fenate to beaffembled, that 
they might govern themfelves by the advice of fo many 
iiluilrious and difeeruing perfons as compofed that vener¬ 
able body.” . 

Accordingly Antony, as confui, appointed the fenate to 
meet early next morning in the temple of Tellus, near his 
own houfe, and in the mean time placed guards all over the 
city, to keep the unruly multitude: from railing difturbances. 
He likewile ordered all Catfar’s money and papers to be 
conveyed to his houfe. Nest morning by break of day, the 
confcript fathers affembled ; and as none of the confpirators 
appeared in the fenate, the debates were carried on with 
more calomels and temper than could have been expected 
on fitch’an occafion. Moft of the fenators were inclined 
to favour the confpirators; but nevertbelefs were divided 
amongthemfeivesinopinion. Some were for declaring them 
the deliverers, the faviours of their country, and allotting 
them, asfuch, ample rewards. Others were for approving- 
the action, without appointing any rewards to the authors 
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of it, fi rile no perfon demanded them. Some thought it was 
fufficient to bury in oblivion, what was paft, without bcftow- 
ing either praifesor rewards on the authors of Cx far’s death. 

Some of Cxfar’s friends declared boldly, that the aftion 
■was odious and deteftable } but that they were nevcrthclefs 
ready to concur in fuch meafures as fhould be judged necef- 
fary for the fafety of thofe who had committed it, from a 
due regard to fo many illuftrious families. After fevcral 
different overtures, it was at length concluded by a great 
majority, that before the confpirators were declared guilty 
or innocent, this queftion fhould be put, “ Whether Cxfar 
■was a tyrant, or a lawful magiftrate ?” fmee on the decifion 
of this depended that of all othtyr queftions relating to the 
confpirators. • 

Antony made fuch plaufible objections to this queftion, 
that the motion was dropped ; and Cicero, in a very elo¬ 
quent harangue, propofed that every thing which had pafled 
fhould be buried in oblivion. Accordingly a general am- An aBof 
nefly was proclaimed, and at the fame time it was decreed, . 

contrary to the opinion of Cicero, and the raoft zealous pa- 
triots, that not the lead tittle fhould be altered of what Cx- „^ s ccn _ 
far had enabled during his government. This was, in a firmed. 
manner, declaring him at the fame time both innocent and 
gufhy, fince it was inconfiftent to confirm what he had done 
during his di£tatorfhip, and at the fame time to decree, 
tuatlhofe who had put him to death fhould not be profe- 
cutJn. Cicero, in one of his letters to Atticus, fays, “ the 
tyr/nt is no more; but the tyranny ftill fubfifts. Wees- , 
prefs great joy at his death, and at the fame time confirm 
all his ordinances'.’'’ 

Antony and Lepidus were ftill refolved to purfuc their 
revenge on the confpirators ; but as they diftrufted each 
other, and both were afraid of Decimus Brutus, governor 
of Cifalpine Gaul, they artfully concealed their defign, and 
caufed the a£t of oblivion to be publilhed in all the quarters 
of the city. As the confpirators ftill remained in their afy- 
lum for fear of fome fudden tumult, Antony and Lepidus 
fent their children to the Capitol as hoftages for their fecu- 
rity; and then Brutus, Caffius, and their followers, came 
into the city. The fame night, in token of a perfect re¬ 
conciliation, Antony invited Caffius tofupper, and Brutus 
was entertained by Lepidus (A). It was now believed that 

the 

C Cic. Philip, i. -Vel. Paterc. lib. ii" cap. 5*. Plut. in Cic. Brut. 

& Cwf, Appian. lib. ii. Dip, lib.. * 1 > W - 

(A) Antony afeed Caffius, concealed under his robes?” 

Whether he had a dagger “ Yes (anfwered Caffius, who 
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the republic would foon be reftored to her former tran¬ 
quility : but tranquility no way fuited Antony’s ambitious 
views. 

Csefar, on the ides of September of the preceding year, 
had made his will, and appointed his father-in-law, Cal- 
purnius Pifo, to fee it executed: to him Marc Antony 
applied, and prefled him to produce the will, that it might 
be publicly read, being convinced that this ftep would pro¬ 
duce new diflurbances, and have a great effe£l on the mul¬ 
titude. The di£iator’s enemies endeavoured to perfuade 
Pifo'to fupprefs it; but he, being fupported by Antony, 
declared, that nothing fhould prevent him from difcharg- 
ing the truft Casfar had repofed in him. The affair was 
brought before the fenate, where it occafioned frefh dif- 
fifoani putes. Antony and Pifo inGfted on having the will read, 
are an( j t b e body of the deceafed dictator honourably interred. 
“ Thofe (faid Pifo), who boafl of having killed a tyrant, 
will read. tr f aC us themfelves in a moil tyrannical manner: they are 

willing that whatever Csefar has done in their behalf fhould 

be ratified, and at the fame time demand, that his laft dif- 
pofitions fliall be fupprefled. As to Caefar’s funeral, you 
may order what you think proper ; but as to his will, which 
he has dcpofited in my hands, I am refolved to read it be¬ 
fore the people.” The affair was debated by both parties 
with great warmth ; Caffius violently oppofing the projjofal 
of Antony and Pifo, which, if complied with, lie fore aw, 
would revive the alfetflions of the people, and caufc L'ofii 
Brutus troubles ; but Brutus at length yielded, and it was decreed, 
yields them that Casfar’s will fhould be opened and read ; that his iu- 
, queft. r ‘~ ” era l r ’ tes fhould be performed at the expence of the pub¬ 
lic, and divine honours decreed to his memory. 

C*far's The will being produced, and read in the prefence of 
f/tU. the people, it appeared, that he had appointed his three 
great-nephews his heirs, C. Otflavius, Lucius Finarius, and 
Quintus Pedius. To Oftavius, the grandfon of his fifter 
Julia, he left three-fourths of his eflate, and the remaining 
part to the other two : he alfo ordained, that young 0£ta- 
vius, his principal heir, fhould take his name, and he 
adopted into t!}e Julian family; and that if any of his great- 
jiephews fhould die, or renounce his inheritance, Decimus 
JJrutus and M. Antony fhould be fubftituted in their room. 
Several of the cpnfpirators were appointed guardians to his 
children, in cafe be fhould leave any ; and Decimus Bru¬ 
tus, for whom he had a particular affe&ion, was named to 

was naturally choleric and ful- the fovereign power.’’ This 
Jen), and a ffiarp one too, for anfwer put a flop to any farther 
S?y who fliall dare to alpire at jefl#. 
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fucceed OSavius, fhodd he die without iflue male, and to 
be adopted into the Julian family. By the fame will he 
bequeathed to the Roman people his fine gardens beyond 
the Tiber, and to each individual citizen the fum of feventy- 
five Attic drachmas, or three hundred fcfterces. Tbefe Diftmb- 
laft tokens of Cxfar’s beneficence revived the affection of 
the people for him, and provoked them once more againft 
Brutus and his followers, on whom they beftowed the 0 j - 
name of affaffins, threatening them with the fame death 
they had infli&ed on their common benefactor. 

Brutus, perceiving how much they were exafperated, 
mounted the roftra in quality of praetor, and endeavoured 
to appeafe them, by demonftrating that Crcf.ir was a tyrant, 
who had deftroyed the conftitution and liberties of his 
country. He likewife addreded himfelf to the veterans 
who had ferved under Csefar, promifing, in the name of the 
republic, that they fhould be no lofers by the dictator’s 
death j that thofe who had already received lands, fhould 
be confirmed in the poffeffion of them; and that thofe who 
were not yet rewarded, fhould be fatisfied out of the firft 
money which fhould come into the public treafury. 

On a ftage, ereCted in the forum, they produced the TfobsJy 
body of Csefar, laid upon a bed of ivory richly adorned with 
Curtains made of cloth of gold and purple ; and near it was 
hubg the bloody robe which he wore at his death. All 
Rolrc crouded to fee the mangled body of their deceafed 
he it), whofe lofs they bewailed with fighs, tears, and la- 
miftitations. Thofe chiefly, who had ferved under him in 
hfs wars, were inconfolable, and with loud cries demanded ‘ 
vengeance. Then Antony afeended the roftra, and expa- Antony in- 
tiated with great eloquence upon every circumftance in the flames the 
life and death of Cxfar which could tend to excite their P°P ulact - 
companion and revenge. 

He had fcarce finifhed his oration, when one of the fpec- 
tators, in a tranfport of enthufiafm, mounting the ftage, 
feized Csefar’s robe, and difplaying it to the multitude, 

“ Behold (cried he) the fpoils of an hero, beloved of the 
gods, and reverenced by the world even to adoration!” 

Thefe words, interrupted with frequent fighs, uttered with Various 
a mournful tone, and accompanied with outcries, and at- * TU £ C * , B . 
titudes of forrow, occafioned a general commotion. At "J" 
the fame time there fuddenly appeared an image of Csefar ^tadc. 
in wax, which moved by fprings, and fhewed the twenty- 
three wounds which he had received on his face and differ¬ 
ent parts of his body. This fight tranfported the populace to 
madnefs: the forum refounded with Gghs mixed with me¬ 
naces and curfes againft the authors of his death, whom 
' »4 they 
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they ftyled aflaflins and parricides, deferring the moft cruel 
punifiimerits. Their fury was fo great, that they would 
defer no longer the folemnities of the funeral; but tearing 
to pieces the benches and chairs of the magHlrates, who 
held their courts in that place, and carrying away the coun¬ 
ters and tables from the adjoining (hops, raifed with them 
a funeral pile, and placing Ctefar’s body upon it, fet it on 
fire ; fo that the body and the bed were confumed at once. 
The veterans, who nad ferved under the deceafed, threw 
into the flames all the military rewards he had bellowed on 
(them. Many women of diftindlion, to teftify their grief, 
and honour bis memory, committed to the fire their jewels, 
their ornaments, and robes. The incenfed multitude 
fnatched the flaming brands out of the fire, and ran to burn 
the houfes of the confpirators ; but they were prevented by 
the iriends and domeftics who had been armed to protea: 
them from violence (B). 

Brutus and his party were fo alarmed, that they thought 
it advifeable to retire from the city; and accordingly they 
privately withdrew to Antium. All the ftrangers in Rome 
mourned after the cuftom of their refpeflive countries, ef- 
peciaily the Jews, who watched feveral nights at the place 
where Csefar’s body had been burnt. At lad divine ho¬ 
nours were paid him, and an altar was built by the popu¬ 
lace in the fame place, which was ever after looked uo>on 
as facred. His great nephew C)£lavius caufed a tempi'? to 
be creeled on the fpot, and a pillar of jafper twenty Veet 
high, inferibed, “ To the father of his country A” A 

Antony, knowing that it was in the power of the fenate 
to crofs his defigns, refolved to regain their favour, by in- 
ftidling fuch punifhments on the authors of the diftutbariccs, 
sts flruck the unruly multitude with terror, and for a while 
reftored the city to its former tranquility. Having aflem- 
blcd the fenate, he allured the fathers, that henceforth his 
whole attention fhould be how to quiet the people’s minds, 
diflraflcd on this fatal occafion, and to prevent the cala¬ 
mities of a civil war. 

He rropofed recalling Sextus Pompeius, fon of Pompey 
the Great, who, ever fince the battle of Munda, had con¬ 
cealed himfelf in Celtiberia. He was even of opinion, that 


* Plut. Appian. Dio. Suet. ibid. 
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the Iofs of his paternal eftate, which had been confifcated 
by Csefar, fhould be reftored at the expence of the public j 
and that the fuprerae command of all the naval forces of 
the republic fhould be conferred upon him, in the fame un¬ 
limited manner as it had been enjoyed by his father. This 
propofal was heard with furprize, and received with gener 
ral applaufe (C). 

The fenators were highly pleafed with fuch a conduct in Demand! 
a conful and a friend of Csefar j but the populace reproached “guard-, 
him with ingratitude tp the memory pf his benefadlor. 

Antony failed not to make a merit with the fenate of this 
averfion : he even pretended to be afraid, left the enraged 
multitude fhould make fome attempt upon his life ; and de¬ 
manded a guard of the fenate to*jecure himfelf ngainft the 
rabble, who, he faid, threatened him with deftrudtion. 

The fathers could not rejedt his requeft, fince he had in- which it 
curred the hatred of the people for the intereft of the fe- granted. 
nate : they allowed him therefore a guard for the fecurity 
of his perfon ; but Antony, under this pretence, chofe 
ijx thoufand old legionaries, who had ferved with him un T 
der Csefar, and paliionately longed to revenge the death of 
their general. The fenate was alarmed at feeing the con¬ 
sul walk the ftreets of Rome, always attended with fuch 
sNuumber of armed men : even his friends remonftrated to 
Li\, that fuch an extraordinary attendance rendered him 
iu(ptcled and odious in a free ftate. Antony promifed to 
dilMnd them as foon as he thought himfelf out of danger ; 
an/, in the mean time, to remove the fufpicion they might 
entertain of his afpiring to fucceed Csefar in the didlator- 
ijiip, he propofed a law abrogating that dignity for ever, 
and it was pafled in the afiembly of the people. 

This calmed for a while the fears of the fathers: but y is f a jp, 
Antony foon gave them frefh motives of jealoufy; for hav- hood and 
ing gained over to his intereft Csefar’s fecretary Faberius, double- 
and by his means made himfelf matter of all his papers, he “ealtHg. 
appointed officers, brought new members into the fenate, 
recalled fame from exile, and freed others out of prifon ; 

(C) Some aferibetj this change tions, Cicero, deceived by this 
in A ntony to his fear of the con- falfe appearance of zeal, highly 
ipirators; others fufpedled, that commended Antony’s conduct, 
he was delirous ot engaging firft in the fenate, and after- 
the fenate in his favour again!! wards in a letter he wrote to 
young Octavius, the dictator’s him, which the conful kept, 
heir, who was on his journey and in due time made public by 
from Greece to Rome. All the way of anfwer to the orator s 
fenators, however, bellowed on bitter invedtives. 
him the greateft commeada- 

ana 
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and all thefe regulations as having been prefcribed by Cic 
fer. Having by this artifice introduced many of his owi 
creatures into the fenate, he began to a& with great inde 
pendency, knowing he had nothing to dread either fron 
the fathers or the populace, fince he had now a ftrong part; 
in the fenate, and was guarded by a numerous body o 
chofen troops againft the infults and attempts of the mul- 
Gvotrnt titude. Befides, the whole authority of the government 
Matnrnuitk W as lodged in his hands. He was himfelf conful, one ol 
f abfolute j-,j s brothers, Lucius Antonins, was tribune of the people, 
and the other, C. Antonius, praetor ; fo that, without tak¬ 
ing upon him the title either of king or dictator, he go¬ 
verned Rome with an abfolute fway e . Antony attached 
Lepidus to his intereft, by/procuring for him the dignity of 
pontifex maximtts, vacant by the death of Caffar, and be¬ 
trothing his daughter Antonia to his fon. 

Some of the confpirators returned to Rome, while others 
continued at Antium : among the latter was M. Brutus, 
who, upon intelligence that many of the old foldiers who 
had ferved under Cxnir, of whom they had received lands, 
lay in wait for him, and by firnall patties had ftolen into 
the city, would not expofe himfelf to unneceffiry dangers ; 
Jtiaenifi. however, in his abfcnce, magnificent (hews were exhibited 
rent/part to the people at his expencc, he being then prxtor. Q.-- 
exktbited f ar bad, before his deatli, allotted provinces to the c',,ief 
by Brutus. men ;!m0 ng the confpirators; to wit, Macedon to M. 1 ; u- 
tus, Syria to Caffius, Afia to Trebouius, llithynia to Cum¬ 
ber, and Cifalpine Gaul to Decinms Brutus. They t ill 
continued in or near the capital, to watch Antony’s iLps, 
who afpired, notwithftanding all his former proteilations, 
to the fovereign power. 

Such was the pofture of affairs, when news was brought, 
that young Octavius, Csefar’s great-nephew and adopted 
OSavms's fon, was coming to take poffeflion of his inheritance. He 
frigm. was the fon of Catus Odtavius, of the fenatorial order, who 
had been praetor of Macedon, and of Accia, daughter to 
Julia, Csefar’s fifter. The Odtavian family was divided in¬ 
to two branches, the Cneii and the Caii: the former were 
early diltinguiflied at Rome by the firft honours of the re¬ 
public; the latter, from whom Ctefar’s adopted fon was 
defeended, were Ample knights at the time of the fecond 
Punic war. Odfavius’s great-grandfather ferved in Sicily 
in quality of legionary tribune, and his grandfather bore 
the firft employments in Velitrse, his native city. Ilis 


* Appian. lib. iii. & viii. Bio, lib, xliv, Plot, in Bruto. Cic. 
in Epift. paflim, & in Pbilippicis, 
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mother Accia, or Atia, was the daughter of Julia and.M. 

Accius Balbus, whofe family, as appears from feveral an¬ 
cient infcriptions, had been, long before the birth of Octa¬ 
vius, one of the mod confpicuous of Aricia, an ancient city 
of Latium. Oftavius was born in the confulate of Cicero 
and Caius Antonius. His father Caius Oftavius dying 
when he was four years old, his mother Accia married 
again, and took to her fecond hufband Lucius Marcius Phi- 
lippus, defcended from thofe Philippi who fignalized them- 
f'ivcs in the Macedonian wars. From his infancy he bore 
the funumc of Thurinus, afiiimed, as Suetonius conjec¬ 
tures, by his father, who drove the remains of Catiline’s 
army from the neighbourhood of Thurium, a city of Great 
Greece, and thence ftyled Thurinus. 

Accia his mother, and Philippus his father-in-law, took Hu educa - 
care to have him educated and indrufted by the bed maders t,an ‘ 
then in Rome; and he is faid to have fo profited by their 
sndruftions, that at nine years old he harangued the people 
with wonderful confidence, and pronounced the funeral 
oration of his grandmother Julia when he was not quite 
twelve. His extraordinary parts, joined to the rnajedy of 
his engaging mien and comely perfon, influenced in his 
favour all who knew or only beheld him. Julius CxTar, The regard 
h\ great-uncle, was fo pleafed with liis genius and difere- Cafar had 
tiofl, that he cherilhed him with all the fondnefs of a father, 

»m lvcry early formed the defign of adopting him, in 
cad he fliouid leave no children of his own. He intended 
to. carry Oftavius to the Parthian war, and with this 
view had fent him before to Apollonia, on the other fide 
the Adriatic, to wait for him there, and in the mean time 
improve his talent for eloquence under the famous rheto¬ 
rician Apollodorus of Pergamus. 

He had been fix months in Apollonia, when he receiv- h informed 
ed the news of his uncle’s tragical death. At fird he knew at Apollo- 
not whether the whole fenate was privy to his murder, or n,a °fhis 
whether he had fallen by a gonfpiracy of his private ene- V 
mies; but he was foon informed, that fixty fenators of the 
mod illudrious families in Rome had been in the plot; that 
even thofe who had no {hare in it, did, however, fecretly 
favour the confpirators, whom they looked upon as the de¬ 
liverers of their country; that this party was very powerful; 
that Antony, Lepidus, and the other friends of his great- 
uncle, under pretence of avenging bis death, aimed at no¬ 
thing elfe but to edablifli their own power; and that the 
city was filled with troubles and commotions, occafioned 
by the animofity of different parties. At the fame time, 
he received letters from his mother and father-ia-law, and 

' •- * - ’ ' ’ 1 * .if_ 
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other friends, advlfing- Mm to forbear' for the prefeht de¬ 
claring either his preren/ions or refentment, fince there 
conld be no fafety for him, but m an obfcure and pri- 
. . f fate life. 

"WritSstfo Oftavius, rejecting thefe timorons counfels, refolved to 
'ttmmr y pafs.over into Italy without delay, to inform hrmfelf of the 
'tofiiexdi, fitnation of affairs. He went oh board a final! veffel, and 
[im/fin tut paffing the Adriatic fea, landed at Lupia. now La Rocca, 
tfirkefy. between Brnndufium and Hydruntum The former was 
the nfual place of landing - , for thofe who came from the 
Halt; but Odlavius thought it advifeable not to fhew him- 
felf there, the place being full of foldicrs, till he had, by 
means of feme emiffaries, founded the difpofition of the in¬ 
habitants and garrifon. The latter no fooner heard of his 
arrival, than they went out, and introduced him bv 9 . hind 
of triumph into the city. Oftavius thanked them for their 
attachment and refpecl; and, after having offered a folcrnn 
Dtrlarfr facrifice to the gods, declared himfelf Cxfar’s heir, and fen 
MmftlfG** by adoption, calling himfelf no longer Caius O&avius, but 
for r y kttr. Caras Julius Csefar Oflavranus (D). The garrifon of Brun- 
Homfap- dufium, which was very numerous, and confided of ve- 
f&ed<cunk ferans, whom Ctefar intended to lead again ft the Parthiaris, 
mrms,xta- not only offered their ferviccs to Octavianus, but put bin - . 
*rf r b'c, in poffefTion of all the military ftores and provifions wlfjh 
Ctcfar had prepared for his Parthian expedition, and ron- 
veyed to Brundulinm, in order to be tranfported from the nee 
into the Eaft. Odtavianus had alfo the good fortune to in¬ 
tercept the tributes, which were Cent annually to Rome from 
the provinces on the other fide the fea, and likevvife the 
provifions and money defigned for the fupport and payment 
of the troops of the republic in Macedon. Thefe Oclavia- 
jius feized for his own ufe, giving out that he intended to 
revenge his uncle's death. Thus fupplied at once with 
men, money, arms, and provifions, he fet out for Brun- 
dufium, and took his route through Campania to Rome. 
FrJkiCt- On the fourteenth of the calends of May he arrived at 

«trt, Naples, and next day went to vifit Cicero at bis country- 

(D) Adopted perfona affura- ed by Servilius Csepio Aga- 
ed all the three names of him lo. The other was added with 
who adopted them ; but, as a fome flight alteration, as in the 
mark of their proper defeent, cafe before us, Odlavianus call- 
added at the end cither their for- ing himfelf, after his adopted 
mcr nomen or cognpmen ; the fatlrer, C. Julius Csefar, and 
firfl exadtly the fame as before, changing the cognomen Ofta- 
for tnilance, Servilius Cre- vius into Odlavianus, declaring 
pio Agalo Brutus, the name of himfelf thereby to be of the 
M. J unius Brutus, when adopt- Oftavian family, 

houfc. 
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noufe, in the neighbourhood of Cumae, whither the orator 
had retired for fear of Antony, who now governed Rome 
with an abfolute fway. 

From Curnx, Odtavianus purfued his journey to Rome, 
and was joined, as he palled through Campania, by the 
mod confiderable of his uncle’s friends, relations, freed- 
men, and even his Haves. The veterans likewife, to whom 
Caefar, after the civil wars, had given lands in Italy, ha¬ 
ft cned from all parts, to offer their fervicc to his adopted 
fon. As lie approached Rome, moil of the magistrates. Arrives at 
the officers of the army, and the people, came out in crouds 
to meet him. Antony alone negledted to fhew him the 
leaft refpeQ ; be did not even deign to fend any of his 
fervaritS or attendants to compliment him in his name : but 
of this neglect, young Odtavianus took no notice, being 
unwilling, on fo trifling an account, to difoblige one with 
whom he had affairs of much greater moment to tranfatt. 

His friends could not forbear publicly condemning the pride 
and ingratitude of Antony•, but 0 £Vavianus, with an ap¬ 
pearance of good humour, excufed him on account of his 
greater age, and the prerogatives of the confular dignity. 

“ It behoves me, who am a young man, and in a private 
ifiation [laid he), to wait on one who is my fenior, and in 
tnc higheft pod of the republic” Accordingly, he refolv- 
ed\o make him a vifit next morning; hut, as he defigned 
to lave his adoption fir ft ratified by the prsetor, according Has his a- 
to the Roman cuftom, he defired his friends to meet him thpumra* 
early in the forum, with as many attendants as they could tifed. 
conveniently aflemble, in order to affift: at that ceremony. 

His friends and relations, with crouds of clients and at¬ 
tendants, accompanied him early in the morning, purfuant 
to his requeft, into the forum, where he proved before 
Caius, the brother of Antony, at that time prxtor urbanus 
or city prsetor, his adoption, declared his acceptance, and 
caufed it to be regiftered by the public feribes or notaries. 

From tbe forum Oftavianus went to Pompey’s gardens, 
where Antony then refided. The conful fullered him to 
wait a confiderable time at the gate, intimating, by that 
affefted difregard, how much he was above him, and what 
degree of authority he defigned to maintain over him. At 
length he admitted him into his apartment, and received 
him with great politenefs and civility. Octavianus fpoke 
firft: he began with returning thanks to Antony, for his His (petti 
attachment to the memory of his father, and the panegyric to Antony 
he made at his funeral; then he modeftly complained of at their 
his having fuffered a pardon to pafs in favour of the con- W ,nttr ‘ 
fpirators. He reminded him of Csefar’s friendlliip to him, wvm ‘ 

and 
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and of the many good offices he had done him : he con¬ 
jured him, by the memory of his friend and benefaftor, to 
affift him in revenging his death, at leaft not to oppofe him 
in fo laudable an undertaking. In the clofe of his fpeech, 
he gave Antony to undcrftand, that he was refolved to pay 
immediately the legacies which his father had left to the 
people and foldiery ; and therefore defired to have deliver¬ 
ed to him, as Crefar’s chief heir, the money which he had 
caufed to be conveyed from Cx'far’s houfe to his own: 
“ But as that (faid he), will hardly be fufficient to difeharge 
all my obligations, I fhall be obliged to you, if you will 
either lend me fomc of your own, or procure me fome at 
intereft from the qu<eftors,»tliat I may payoff what fhall re¬ 
main due to thofe whom my father has remembered in his 
will. As for his moveables, I am willing you fhould keep 
them, as marks of his affe£tion ; but for the ready money I 
have prefent occafion, and’therefore hope you will order it 
to be delivered to me without delay.” 

Antony, amazed at the young man’s boldnefs, and piqued 
at what he faid in the clofe of his fpeech, relating to his 
father’s money, which, according to Plutarch, amounted 
to no lefs than four thoufand talents, told him, with an 
air of authority, that he was very much miftaken, if be 
fancied, that Ctefar had left him heir of the Roman empire, 
as well as of his name and fortune; that his death ought 
to have taught his adopted fon, that the conftitution of the 
commonwealth allowed neither of hereditary nor elective 
fovereigns; and that therefore he ought not to demand 
reafons of a Roman conful, for what he had done in the 
government of the commonwealth. As for the obligations, 
which he pretended to owe him, on account of the honours 
he had procured for his father’s memory, he willingly ac¬ 
quitted him of them all, fince what he had done was only 
defigued for the good of his country. “ However (added he), 
to me alone you are indebted for his name and eftate; for had 
Cxfar been treated like an ufurper, a difgrace which I alone 
prevented, there had been neither will, inheritance,nor adop¬ 
tion : but I fecured to him the honours due to his memory, 
and by thefe means his name and eftate to you, even at the 
hazard of my own life. It is true, I have fuffered fome 
decrees to pafs in the fenate, favourable to the confpirators ; 
but I have been prompted thereto by reafons, which one of 
your age is not capable of difeerning. As to Csefar’s money, 
which you demand, it does not amount to fo great a fum 
as you imagine; belides, as it belonged to the common¬ 
wealth, from which your father took it, it has been, in 
great part, iliared among the magiftrates fmee his death. 
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who are to difpofe of it according to the exigencies of the 
ftate. As for what remains, I am ready to put it into your 
hands; but give me leave to advife you, young man, not 
to Squander it in largeffes and gratifications : employ it ra¬ 
ther, in fending back to their rcfpe&ive colonies that flioal 
of followers, who attended you hither. The populace is a 
monfter, that will never be f tisfied, and will always re¬ 
quite the good offices oi their fellow-citizens with the bafeft 
ingratitude. As you are converfant in the Grecian hiftory, 
you mnft know r , that the favourites of the people arc, ge¬ 
nerally fpeaking, fhort-lived, and that popular alFeciion is 
more inconftant than the waves of the ocean f .” 

Octavianus, offended at this ipecch, took his leave of 
Antony abruptly, repeating fcveral times, as he went out 
of the door, the name of Caffar. He was well apprifed, 
that the conful kept his father’s money and eftate from him, 

■with a view to difable him from purchafing the Favour of 
the people. He therefore refolved to expofe to public fale 
all the houfes and lands that belonged to the dictator, de¬ 
claring, that he would not have accepted his inheritance, 
had it not been to prevent Antony from depriving fo many 
• families of the effects of Cxfar’s bounty towards them: 
i,Sr the conful, to prevent the fale, prevailed upon fome 
pri\ite citizens to claim the lands, as the eftatesof their an- 
ccftors, which the dictator had appropriated to himfclf 
during the civil war. At the fame time, the quieftors and 
other officers of the revenue, at the inftigation of the conful, 
claimed part of thofc lands, as having been confifeated for 
the ufe of the public. Octavianus, forefeeing the affair 
would be drawn out to a great length, put up to fale bis own 
patrimony, with the effaces of his mother and father-in-law, 
who parted with them to promote his defigns and affift him 
in purchafing the favour of the people. With the money Oilavia- 
accruing from thefe falcs, he paid part of his Caefar’s lega- 
cies; which affected generofity fo charmed the populace, 
that they all declared in his behalf, and broke out into bitter 
inve£livesagainft Antony,forwith-holdinghisfather’s eftate. 

A few days after this trim faction, a difpute arofe between 

Antony and O&avianus, on occafion of the public fliews, ... 

which Crotonius exhibited during his sedilelhip. The fe- 

nate had decreed in Caffar’s life-time, that at all public 

thews, a gilt chair, and a crown of gold fhould be placed 

for him, even after his death, to make the memory of that 

great man immortal. Turfuant to this decree, Octavianus 

f Liv. lib. fcjc»ii, Appian. lib. iii. p. 531, 533. Dio, lib. xlv. Veil. 

Patercul. lib. ii. cap. 60. Suet, in OSavio. Cie. Epift. ad Attic, 
re. Si 13. lib. xiv. Oro£ lib. vi, cap. jo. 

VKarjftafa Taffcrfsbna Fubtin Mb**# 



i6 


The Romm Hiftoryi 


Quarrels 
•with An- 
tony. 


They art 
reconciled. 


Ant tty ob¬ 
tains the 
province of 
Cifalpiite 
Gaul. 


fent the chair and crown ; but the aedile, influenced by Aft* 
tony, refufed to admit them; The affair being carried be¬ 
fore the conful, Antony anfwered coldly, that he would re* 
fer it to the fenate: “ And I, anfwered Octavianus haugh¬ 
tily, will place my father’s chair where it ought to Hand, 
while you are confuitingthe confcript fathers.” 

Antony, provoked at the young man’s boldnefs, threatened 
to fend him to prifon, if he attempted to bring forth his fa¬ 
ther’s chair and crown, either at the games of Crotonius, or 
at thofe which he himfelf was to exhibit in honour of the 
di£lator, before the temple of Venus. Othvianus, per¬ 
ceiving that this prohibition was ill received by the people, 
refolved to convert it to bis own advantage ; and, accord- 
ingly, going into the forum, complained to the multitude of 
the injury done to the memory of his father, addrefling him¬ 
felf to Antony, as if he had been prefent (E). Hisdifcourfe 
incenfed the populace again!! Antony ; every one detefled 
his ingratitude; even his own guards, who had ferved under 
Csefar, threatened to abandon him, if he continued to per- 
fecute the fon of their general. Antony, finding it was his 
interefb to diffemble, declared that he preferved a tender re¬ 
gard for the memory of Csefar, and had alfo a great value., 
for his fon ; but as the young man, proud of the name of 
Csefar, pretended to put himfelf upon the level with a toil¬ 
ful, he thought himfelf obliged to make him fenfible of the 
difference between a private citizen and the chief magif- 
trate of the republic; but that he was ready to forget all that 
was paft, provided O&avianus would, for the future, pay 
him that refpetl and deference to which he was entitled by 
his age and office. This explanation was, at the requeil of 
the officers, followed by an interview, in which, after mu¬ 
tual protdlations of friendlhip, they promifed to affift each 
other in revenging Cadar’s death s. 

In this pretended reconciliation with Oflavianus, Antony 
had his private views. As the confular year was near ex- 


s Plut. Dio, Appian. ibid. 


(E) “ Why flionld your ha¬ 
tred to me (laid he) extend to 
Csefar, who delerved fo well of 
you ? Why do you endeavour 
to prevent me from paying thofe 
honours to the memory of niy 
father, which you procured, 
and t he fenate decreed, tor him f 
Sacrifice me, if you pleale, to 
your revenge,- but do not thus 
revile the manes of a great 


man, to whom you owe your 
prefent dignity. Suffer me, at 
leaf!, Antony 1 to difeharge 
thofe legacies which he has left 
to his fellow-citizens; I freely 
abandon to your infatiable ava¬ 
rice all the reft. Iftiall think my- 
felf rich enough, if I can do juf- 
tice to his memory, by diftri- 
buting among the people what« 
he has left them by his will.” 

piring. 
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{siring, he hoped, by the intereft of Ottavianus, to procure 
the province of Cifalpine Gaul, which had been given t0 
Pecimus Brutus by the dictator, and confirmed to him af¬ 
ter his death, by a decree of the fenate. He knew the im¬ 
portance of that government, with refpett to all Italy, and 
remonftrated to Ottavianus, that fince he was generoufly 
difpofed to revenge the death of his father, he ought not to 
fuffer one of his afiaffins to enjoy a command at the gates of 
Rome. Ottavianus fell into the fnare, and promifed to af- 
fift him with all his intereft The affair was brought before 
the fenate, where it met with oppofition, a great number of 
the fenators being attached to the perfons and caufe of the 
confpirators : bdides, they could i^it turn Brutus out of the 
province which CaTar had allotted*Jiim, without reverfing 
the decree by which they had confirmed all his atts. The 
propofal was therefore rejetted by a great majority: but 
Antony had recourfe to the people; whofe tribunes he had 
bribed ; and the undifeerning multitude, notwithftanding 
the remonftrances of the fenate, granted him the govern¬ 
ment he defired; On this occafion, Ottavianus employed 
all his intereft in favour of Antony, and it was chiefly by 
his intrigues that the conful carried his point. The fathers 
in.mediately difpatched a mefienger to Brutus, acquainting 
him with what had paffed, and advifing him not to delive’r 
up the province to Antony, but to fortify himfelf, and keep 
out the conful, if neceflary, by force of arms h . 

The friends of Caefar triumphed* on account of the re¬ 
conciliation between Ottavianus and Antony ; but as the 
interefts of the rivals were fo oppofite, each of them afpir- 
ing at the fame power which Cxfar had enjoyed, it was 
impoffible they fhould continue long united. Antony, 
thinking himfelf now mafterof Italy, began to thwart Otta- 
vianus’s meafures, and treat him with lefs regard ; he even 
Commanded him, under fevere penalties, to forbear bribing 
the populace with his largeffts: and becaufe Ottavianus, 
by the intereft he bad with the people, was likely to get 
Flaminius, one of his creatures, named to the tribunate, 
Antony employed all his credit and authority to poftpone 
the elettion. Thus the averfion of the rivals was renewed. 
Antony never mentioned Ottavianus but with the epithets 
of a ralh, turbulent, and feditious young man ; while Otta¬ 
vianus endeavoured to inflame the refentment of the peo¬ 
ple againft Antony. The fenate was overjoyed at this di« 
vifion; but Antony’s guards, and the late dittator’s friends, 
did not fail to remonftrate to him againft the dangerous 

k Plat, Dio, Appitn. ibid, 
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confequeftces of their difagreement, and to exhort Antofiy 
to be reconciled again to the fon of their general. Antony 
T*^sno lefs defirous of deftroying the confpirators than were 
his foldiers and officers ; but he could not bear it fhould be 
owing to Ottavianus. He was afraid, that, under pretence 
of revenging Caefar’s death, he might feize On the fovereign 
power, after having ruined the republican party. This 
was the fecret motive that prompted him to oppofe (Ma- 
vianus, whom he beheld greatly beloved by the foldiery and 
people. ' ' J 

However, as it would have been dangerous to difoblige 
the officers and legionaries, who had followed him fir.ee the 
di£lator’s death, he undertook to juflify his condudt in an 
harangue, which is rented at length by Appian and un¬ 
ravels all the myfteries of his policy. The fpecch fatisfied 
his officers; yet they infilled on his being reconciled to 
Octavianus, to whom, at their requeft, he had a fecond in¬ 
terview in the Capitol, which ended like the firft, in mutual 
engagements and promifes to affift each other; but not- 
withllanding their pretended reconciliation, they parted juft 
as fincere friends as they were before. 

_ Antony, to attach bis colleague Cornelius Dolabella to. 
his intereft, and at the fame time to weaken the party- of 
the confpirators, perfuaded him to demand the government 
of Syria, which had been allotted by Cxfarto Caflius, and 
the command of the army which the dictator had defigned 
to lead againft the Parthians. The fathers, offended at 
fuch an unfeafonable demand, remonftrated to him, that 
it was an infult upon the memory of Caffar, who had given 
that government to Caflius, and upon the fenate, which 
had, by a fpecial decree, confirmed all his ordinances. Do¬ 
labella, now wholly attached to Antony, anfwered, that 
Caflius had firft tranfgrefled the ordinances of Caefar ; and 
that a traitor, who had imbrued his hands in the blood of 
his friend and benefa&or, ought not to have any {hare in 
his favours. As the fenate continued inflexible, the difpute 
was brought before the people, who readily granted the go¬ 
vernment of Syria to Dolabella, in hopes of feeing a fpeedy 
vengeance taken of the dilator’s enemies, Antony, taking 
advantage of the prefent difpofition of the people, prevailed 
upon them, at the fame time, to confer on his brother 
Caius Antonius the government of Macedon andlllyricum, 
which had been invefted in M. Brutus. By thefe promo¬ 
tions, Brutus and Caflius were deprived of their govern¬ 
ments ; but the fenate, who placed all their hopes in thefe 

1 Appian. lib. iii. cap. j, 
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batHots, and were equally jealous of O&avianus and Aft- 
tony, procured other provinces for them, namely, Cyrene 
and Crete for Caflius, and Bithynia for Brutus' 1 . 

As the reconciliation of Antony and O&avianus was 
forced, their pretended friendlhip was fhort-lived. A few 
days after they had mutually engaged, in the Capitol, to 
nffift each other, Antony caufed fome of his guards to be 
put under arreft, pretending, that they had been corrupted 
by O&avianus to murder him. This was, perhaps, a mere 
pretence to raife forces. Accordingly Antony fent orders 
to his brother Caius, for whom he had procured the go¬ 
vernment of Macedon, to bring into Italy four of the legions 
that were quartered in that province. He flattered him- 
felf that Lepidus, who was now\i Spain at the head of 
four legions, and Plancus, who commanded three more in 
Tranfalpine Gaul, would declare for him. OGavianus, 
fearing to be furprifed and crufhed by his enemy, haftened 
into Campania, where he colle&ed ten thoufand brave vete¬ 
rans, who had ferved under Csefar, and had been rewarded 
by him for their fervice with lands in that part of Italy. 
He likewife found means to corrupt and gain over two of 
Antony’s legions, the Martian and the fourth. 

Having thus railed an army, without being invefted with 
a military title, or any magiftracy which gave him right to 
command the forces of the republic, efpecially againft a con- 
ful, he marched immediately to Rome; but thought it advife- 
able to halt at the temple of Mars, about two miles from the 
city, till he obtained the confent of the people for bis entry. 
Canutius, a tribune of the people, in an harangue to the 
multitude, affured them, that young O&avianus had no 
other view in entering Rome with fo numerous a guard, 
but to protect them and himfelf from the infults and dan¬ 
gerous attempts of the cruel and ambitious conful. The 
populace, ever giddy and fliort-fighted, believed their tri¬ 
bune, and fuffered O&avianus to enter the city with all 
his forces. Antony was then at Brundufium, whither he 
had gone to appeafe a tumult, which fome mutineers had 
raifed among the Macedonian legions; but as he was hourly 
«xpe£ted, both with his own guards and the other legions, 
which had remained faithful to him, nobody doubted that a 
civil war would foon be kindled within the walls of Rome. 
In this perfuafion, fome fided with Antony, others with 
O&avianus; but the mod difeerning among the fenators 
declared for neither, afFe&ing to Rand neuter, and in the 
mean time privately inflaming the heads of the parties 

k Dio, lib. xlv. Liv, lib, cxvii. Appian. lib. iii. p. 
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againft each other, not without hopes of feeing thefti both 
undone by their mutual hatred 1 (F). 

Antony having appcafed the tumult, which had been 
raifed among his troops at Brundufium by the emiffaries of 
O&avianus, and difcharged fuch of the officers as he dif— 
trufted, ordered his legions to march to Ariminum ; while 
he repaired to Rome, and entered it at the head of a thou- 
fand well-armed legionaries. Next day he left the city, 
and went to Alba,, in hopes of regaining the two legions 
which had revolted from him, and were quartered in that 
city ; but they (hutting the gates againft him, he hnftened 
from thence to Tibur, where he had large (lores of am¬ 
munition and provider^, with a defign. to drive Decintus 
Brutus out of Cifalpiue Gaul. At Tibur, he was joined 
by the tenth legion lately arrived from Macedon, by fe- 
veral fenators, and a great number of Roman knights, who 
came to offer him their fervice. Many veterans likewife, 
who had formerly ferved under him, flocked to hint from 
all parts of Italy; fo that he began his march towards Ari¬ 
minum, at the head of five legions, and a conliderable 
body of Roman knights. O&avianus was, in the mean 
time, at Alba, with the two legions that had abandoned 
Antony, one of new-raifed foldiers, and two of fuch ve¬ 
terans as had ferved under his father. From this place he 
wrote to the fenate, complaining of the inconftancy of 
feme members of that body, who, after the moft folentn 
proteftations of friendftiip to him, had abandoned his party, 
and joined that of his rival. At the fame time, he offered 
to march with all his forces againft Antony, as a common 
enemy. The fenate commended the young general’s zeal, 
but adjourned all deliberations on fo weighty an affair, till 
the ele&ion of new confuls. The foldiers preffed him to 
affume the title of proprietor, without waiting till the fe- 
natc or confuls conferred it upon him, and, in that quality. 


1 Appian. Dio. Vel. Paterc. ibid. Cic. in Epift. ad Attic. & 
Famil. Puff. 


(F) Cicero, influenced by his 
hatred to Antony, fided with 
Odtavianus, whom he had affift- 
ed with his advice ever (ince 
his firffc arrival in Italy, omit¬ 
ting no occafion to diferedit his 
rival Antony, both with the Se¬ 
nate and people. M. Brutus, 
w ho was (lilt in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Rome, wrote feveral 
letters to Cicero, wherein he 


complained of his conduft in 
very (harp terms, telling him, 
that, norwithftanding his boaft- 
ed love of liberty, he was fen- 
(ityle he could endure a tyrant j 
and that it was manifeft, from 
hiscourtingOftavianus, that he 
did not intend liberty for his 
country, but a bountiful mafiet 
for hirafelf. 
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t* head them againft Antony. Odavianus knew, that 03avfo- 
fuch a ftep would give great umbrage to the fen ate, whofe KH1 ' S *f- 
favour he defigned to court, till he had got rid of Antony; 
and therefore he refufed the title which had been offered to 
him by the legionaries (G). vittut. 

In the mean time Antony, from his camp at Ariminum, 
difpatched a mefienger to Decimes Brutus, acquainting 
him with the decree of the people, which deprived him of 
the government of Cifalpine Gaul. To the decree of the Decinas 
people, Brutus oppofed that of the fenate, confirming all "* 
the a£ts of Csefar. After feveral meffages and deputations, rc ~ 

Antony threatened to have him declared an enemy to the pZvinttnf 
republic, if, within a limited time, he did not refigit the Gfaifmt 
government of a province, which lad been allotted to him Oaul, 
(Antony) by the Homan people. Brutus replied, that he 
had been appointed governor of Cifalpine Gaul by a decree 
of the fenate, and would not quit his province, till thofe 
who had placed him in it recalled him. In confequenceof 
this refufal, the conful, breaking into the province at the 
head of a numerous army, made himfelf mailer of feveral 
cities, and laid fiege to Mutina, now Modena, whether jintozy 
Brutus had retired with a troop of gladiators, and three vedesit, 
legions, two of which he had formerly commanded under 
Cxfar. The fiege of Mutina was looked upon by the fe- 
nate as a declaration of war ; but they poftponed deliberat¬ 
ing on fo important a fubjeS, till the new confuls entered 
upon their office. Thefe were Caius V ibius Paula, and 
Aulus Hirtius (II), who had both Served under Catfar, and 
were great friends to Cicero. 

Immediately after this election, they aflembled the fe- 
nate } and having difplayed, in a very pathetic fpeech, the 
evils with which the republic was threatened, they pro- 
pofed the two following quefliens to the confideraticn of 
the confcript fathers, namely, what rewards the two le¬ 
gions deferved, that had abandoned Aptony to fide with 


(G) The confcript fathers, 
deceived by his feenting tno- 
defty, conferred on him that 
very title which he had lately 
refufed; at the motion of Ci¬ 
cero, defirous of having a 
powerful protefior againft An¬ 
tony, they ordered a fiatue to 
be erefted to him, gave him a 


place in the fenate, and enabled 
him to hold the confnlate ten 
years fooner than was allowed 
by law (i). 

(H) Hirtius was the author 
of that hiftory of the Alexan¬ 
drian and African wars, which 
is annexed to Ctefar’s Commen¬ 
taries. 


(t) Appiarr, Dio, Pint. ibid. & Cie. pafiint. ip Epi®. & Philip¬ 
pic, i. Si ii. 
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Oflavianus ? and what expedients they judged proper to 
be taken, in order to bring Antony to renounce his pretefi* 
Sons to the province of Cifalpine Gaul ? It was unani- 
inoufly refolved, that the two legions fhould be rewarded; 
and the confuls were impowered to confer on them what 
gratifications they fhould think proper. Some were of opi¬ 
nion, that a deputation fhould be fent to Antony, entreat¬ 
ing him, in the name of the fenate, to raife the fiege of 
Mutina, and abandon that province: but Cicero, in a 
fpeech which has reached us, under the title of his fifth 
Philippic, (hewed it was beneath the dignity of the Ro¬ 
man people, to treat with a revolted citizen ; and that ne- 
gotiations would only give him time to ftrengthen him- 
fordtciar- > n l ^ e province he f mad ufurped; he was therefore of 
ing <war opinion, that war fhould be proclaimed againft him, as a 
againft common enemy (I). After warm debates, which lafted 
Antony. three days, Cicero, who bore great fway in the fenate, 
prevailed upon the confcript fathers to pafs a decree, com¬ 
manding Antony to raife the fiege of Mutina inftantly, to 
quit the province of Cifalpine Gaul, and marching his 
troops over the Rubicon, which parted Gaul from Italy, to 
wait on the banks of that river for farther commands from 
the fenate. All thefc injunctions he was commanded to 
fulfil, upon pain o'f being declared an enemy to his coun¬ 
try. But Antony, who had a numerous army under his 
command, and could not perfuade himfelf that OCtavianus 
would employ his forces againft him, in favour of one of 
the confpirators, paid no manner of refpedt either to the 
deputies of the fenate, who were fent to acquaint him 
with the decree, or to the decree itfelf. For this contu¬ 
macy Antony was, at the motion of Cicero, declared an 
Declared enemy to his country; while the two confuls were or- 

‘hi* country ^ ere ^ to ra ‘^ e troops, and march to the relief of Brutus, 
it coun ry. was clofely befieged in Mutina. At the fame time,' 
OClavianus was commanded by the fenate to join his forces 
to thofe of the confuls, and to aft in concert with them 
againft the common enemy : he was inverted with a power 
equal to that of the confuls ; and it was decreed, that the 
veterans, who ferved under hina, fhould be rewarded with 

_ (I) His fpeech was filled did not, in fiding with young 
with bitter invefiives againft Ctefar, intend to deliver his 
Antony, and the higheft cpm- country from tyranny, but to 
mendatior.s of Oftavianus ; procure a bountiful mailer ta 
wh’ch feem to confirm the opi- himfelf. 
piop qf Brutus, that Cicero 

lands, 
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lands, as t boH afi the war was ended, befides an exemption 
from all future fervice *. r 

While the two confuls were railing troops, news were 
brought to Rome of the death of C. Trebonius, who, by a 
decree of the fenate, had been fent into Afia in quality of 
proconful. The manner of his death is thus related by'Ci- 
cero : Dolabella having obtained the government of Syria, 
repaired thither } but on his arrival found Trebonius inpof- 
feffion of feveral cities, which he had feized as lieutenant 
to Brutus, who had been fir ft appointed governor of that 
province. As Dolabella was not in a condition todifpofi'efs 
him by force of the places he held, he invited him to an in- 
terview, in which it was agreed that they Ihould abftain 
from hoftilities and live in amity a,d friendlhip; for Dola¬ 
bella pretended now, as formerly,* to be in his heart a 
friend and well-wilher to Brutus and his followers. Trebo¬ 
nius relying on the promifes of Dolabella, continued quietly 
at Smyrna, as in the mod peaceable times; but his trea¬ 
cherous rival furprifed the city in the night, and having 
taken Trebonius prifoner, delivered him up to Samiarius, a 
Roman exile ; who, after having made him fuffer the moft 
exquifite torments which rage and cruelty could invent, cauf- 
ed his head to be cutoff, and his body to be dragged through 
the ftreets of Smyrna, and then thrown into the fea. His 
head was carried on the point of a fpear through the city, 
and afterwards placed oppofite to the tribunal, where he 
ufed to adminifter juftice. From thence it was taken down 
by the foldiers, who being incenfed againft Trebonius, as 
, one of the affaflins of Csefar, treated his remains with 
the greateft indignities" (K). Thus was Trebonius facrificed 
to the manes of Caefar. He was one of the dictator's chief 
favourites, and had been railed by him to the confuiateforthe 
three laft months of the year 708. He had been, two years 
before, trufted with the government of Hither Spain, 
whither he had been fent to flop the progrefs of the fons of 
Pompey; and ferved the di&ator with great fidelity, till he 
began openly to afpite at the fovereign power. 

When the news of his death, and foon after the remains 
of hts mangled body, were brought to Rome, the fenate, 
highly provoked at the cruelty and treachery of Dolabella, 
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DoUbttla declared him, at the motion of Cicero, a rebel, and enemy 
declared cm to bis country. At the fame time they decreed, that Brut«s 
>f fhould have the government of Macedon and Illyricum, ancl 
1 ‘ the command of the forces in thofe provinces ; that he might 

make ufe of the fleet which Apuleius had, by Cxfar’s or¬ 
ders, prepared, together with all the provifions,' military 
{lores, and money, to the amount of feven fhoufand talents, 
which Csefar had lodged in the city of Demetrias, and de- 
figned for his Parthian expedition j that Caflius (hould take 
upon him the government of Syria, and the charge of mak¬ 
ing war upon Dolabella, in order to revenge the death of 
Trebonius; andlaftly, that all governors and commanders 
of forces belonging to the republic fliould receive orders 
from thefe two generals^. 

Antony, informed of the extraordinary ftep taken by the 
fenate, feized this opportunity to raife fufpicions and jea- 
loufics in the minds of the conful Hirtius and young Odla- 
vianus againft the confcript fathers. He wrote a letter to 
them in common, reminding them of the favours they had 
received at the dilator’s hands, upbraiding them with in¬ 
gratitude, forbafely betraying the caufe of their benefa£lor 
to embrace that of his murderers, and difclofing the fecret 
defigns of the fenate, which were to make them the inftru- 
ments of each other’s ruin. Thefe remonftrances made a 
deep impreflion on Ottavianus, and inclined him to a re¬ 
conciliation with his rival ; but as he apprehended, that if 
he joined Antony, that general would pretend to be the ac- 
knowleged head of the party, he ftill purfued his former 
meafurcs, which were to court the favour of the fenate till 
he iliould have effected the ruin of fo powerful and formid¬ 
able a rival. Purfuant to this fcheme, be not only pretended 
to be unacquainted with the private views of the confcript 
fathers, but to give proof of his deference to the confuls, 
furrendered to Hirtius the legion of Mars, and the fourtbj 
which had quitted Antony ! s party, and which, by a fecret 
order from the fenate, he was requi red to deliver to the conful. 

He moreover joined the remainder of his forces to thofc 
of Hirtius, and marched with him into Cifalpine Gaul to 
thT*elief t ^ le re ^' e ^ Decimus Brutus, while Panfa, the other conful^ 
f/ D. Bru continued in Italy to make frefti levies. Hirtius and 0 £la- 
vianus took Bononia and feveral other cities which Antony 
had feized, and ihen advancing to the neighbourhood of 
Mutina, encamped at a fmall diftance from Antony’s lines, 
with a defign to cut off his communication with the neigh- 

" C'P- ad Familiar, lib. xii, epift. 7. Sc Philippic, xi. Veil. Patercul. 
lib. 11. cap. 63, Appian. lib. iii. p. <4*, & lib. iv. p. 624, Dio, lib., 
xlvii. p. 344. • ■ • *• • • 
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touring country, and force him, for want of provifions, to Ventufiat 
ratte the fiege. In the mean time P. Ventidius, a foldier raijes 
pf fortune, who had ferved under Caefar, and was a partir 
cular friend to Antony, quitting Rome,, where Cicero go- uin. ' 
verned with an abfolute fway, vifited all the colonies which J 
Cxfarhad latelyeftablifhedin Italy: as he was well known 
for his valour, and greatly beloved by the foldiery, he railed 
in a fhort time two legions, confiding of veterans, with a 
defign to join Antony. But firft he directed fome of them 
to enter Rome privately, and feize upon Cicero, who was 
daily inveighing againft Antony, and employed in raifing 
money, at' the expence of Antony’s friends, to pay the troops 
of Oetavianus and the confuls. The orator, having timely 
notice of his defign, abandoned tbV city with feveral other 
fenators, and concealed himfelf in t^ie country. Ventidius 
finding his defign had taken air, marched haftily towards 
Mutina ; but all the paffes being leized by Hirtius and Oc- 
tavianus, he was obliged to retire into Picenum, where he 
raifed another legion, keeping his troops in readinefs to 
march on the firll opportunity that fhould offer of ferving 
his friend and party ?. 

In the mean time Panfa, having raifed four legions in Panfa feu 
Rome, left the city, and taking his route towards Cifalpiue outforCif- 
Gaul, arrived at Bononia. As the country between that city alpme 
and Mutina was full of woods and marfties, Hirtius and 
Odlavianus, upon the news of his approach, detached the 
legion of Mars, which confifted wholly of veterans, with 
their guards, or prtetorian cohorts, under the command of 
Carfuleius, to cover his march. On the other hand Antony 
fent out, in the night-time, his two belt legions, the fecond 
and thirty-third, with orders to conceal themfelves among 
the rufhes of a large morafs, which lay on each fide of the 
j®milian way, through which the conful Panfa was to 
march. Carfuleius joined the confular army with his de¬ 
tachment before they reached the morafs, and was march¬ 
ing in the van at the head of the legion of Mars, and the 
guards of Hirtius and Oftavianus, when, upon entering the 
taufcway, which led acrofs the marfh, he obferved fome 
armed men lying among the rufhes. Neverthelefs he ad¬ 
vanced boldly; but had not proceeded far before he favy 
himfelf inverted by Antony’s two legions, who, fhrting 
up from among the reeds and rufhes, fell upon him with 
great fury. At the fame time Antony appeared in perfon Antony at. 
at the head pf his cavalry in the neighbouring plain. The tacks the 
^onful Panfa, heading two of his legions, battened to the 
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affiftance of the legion of Mars, which was engaged with 
two of Antony’s legions •, but thefe brave veterans refufing 
to admit theconful’s raw and undifciplined levies into their 
ranks, for fear they fhould rather incumber than relieve 
them, the eonful, paffing the morals, marched in good 
order into the plain, to prevent Antony from affifting his le¬ 
gions and guards on the caufeway, where both parties 
fought with uncommon fury. 

Antony’s two legions were determined to revenge tbem- 
felves on the Martian legion for having abandoned their 
party; and the Martian legion was refolved to maintain that 
honour and reputation which they lvad gained in many bat- 
ties under Csefar. Thus the engagement became a quarrel 
between the foldiers; atgf never did troops fight with more 
mat ~ rage and emulation. As their numbers were pretty equal, 
Antony’s two legions being fupported by his guards, and 
the Martian legion by Hirtius and 0 £t avian us, the battle 
failed from morning to night, without any confiderable ad¬ 
vantage on either fide. Odtavianus’a guards were almoft 
cut in pieces, but tbofe of Hirtius, after having made a 
dreadful flaughter of the enemy, obliged Antony’s fecond 
kgion to give ground j but they retreated in good order. 
The Martian legion and Antony’s thirty-third fought the 
whole day, driving each other in their turns from the caufe¬ 
way into the naorafs, till Carfuleius drew off his men to 
relieve the eonful Panfa, who was engaged with Antony in 
the plain, and hemmed in by his cavalry. But as thefe le¬ 
gionaries were much fatigued after fb long and ©bdinate an 
engagement, before they reached the plain the eonful was 
mortally wounded, and his troops were put to flight. Tor- 
quatus, quseftor of the confular army, had, during the bat¬ 
tle, formed a kind of camp, to ferve as an afylum for his 
party, in cafe of any misfortune. Thither the con ful’s le¬ 
gions retired, carrying with them their general, who was 
Astmy pierced through the body with a javelin. Antony purfued 
'K'^ertki ^em, not doubting that he fhould eafily force their in- 

aOfitt S trenchmcnts, which were not yet completed ; but the con- 

f anfa-i fular legions, though confiding of raW foldiers, who had 

been juft defeated in the plain, made fo vigorous a refift- 
ance, that Antony, fearing Hirtius might attack him in the 
mean time, thought it advifeable to content himfelf with 
the advantage he had gained, and return to his camp before 
Mutina. 

While his troops were marching back in difarder, Hirtius 
unexpectedly appeared at the head of twenty chofen co¬ 
horts, and falling upon them before they could form their 
ranks, cut many in pieces. However, thofe veterans, tired 
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by 


as they were, made a vigorous refi (lance, and being encou¬ 
raged by the example of their general, who eminently dif- 
tinguilhed himfelf on this occalion, ftood their ground a 
confiderable time; but were at la ft entirely defeated, and but is Jt- 
forced to fave themfelves by flight crofs the marflies on each footediy 
fide the ^Emilian Way. Hirtius, who in this adtion dif- f,” fo/ Vr 
charged the duty of an experienced general, and a valiant ,r ’ 

foldier, would not fufFer his men to purfue the fugitives, 
for fear of an ambufeade, it being already dark, and the 
country full of woods and marlhes. Antony pafied a me¬ 
lancholy night with part of his forces in a final! village 
called Forum Gallorum, at prefent Cartel Franco, whence 
he returned greatly dejedted to his camp before Mutina. His 
cavalry rallied in the dark, and ta%ing up their wounded 
behind them, reached their camp b^ midnight, being quite 
exhaufted with the fatigue of two battles, and a march of 
fixty furlongs, through woods and marlhes. The lofs on 
both fides was pretty equal: in the firft battle Odtavianus’s 
guards, with a great number of Panfa’s legionaries, were 
cut in pieces; but in the fecond Hirtius loft only a fmall 
number of men, whereas the flaughter of the enemy was 
very great 

After the battle both armies returned to their refpedlive Tbe battU 
camps in the neighbourhood of Mutina. Antony refolved s / Muium, 
only to defend his lines, and in the mean time carry on the 
liege with vigour. On the other hand, Hirtius and Odla- 
vianus, fearing the place, if not relieved, might foon be 
obliged to capitulate, were determined to hazard another 
engagement: but as Antony kept clofewitbin his lines, the 
two generals refolved to make a bold attempt, in order to 
relieve the inverted city. Accordingly, leaving a fufficient 
number of forces to guard their camp, they inarched with 
the reft clofe up to Antony’s lines, with a defign to force 
them where they appeared weakeft. Antony immediately 
ordered out all his cavalry againft them ; but his horfe be¬ 
ing routed, after a (harp engagement, by the enemy’s le¬ 
gionaries, who had poffefled themfelves of an eminence, he 
ordered two legions to advance, which were fa vigoroufly 
attacked by Hirtius, that they foon began to give grouncl, 
and retire in diforder to their intrenchments. The conful TheeonfU 
purfued his advantage, and fuffering himfelf to be carried “ 

away by his courage and ardour, entered the lines with the ' 
fugitives, and penetrated as far as the general’s quarters, 
where he received a blqw which laid him dead on the 
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ground 1 . And now, by the death of one of the confafs, and 
the absence of the other, who had been conveyed to Bo, 
ttoni® after the fir ft battle, in which he was mortally 
wounded, Otftaviamis was left commander in chief of the 
whole army (K). Antony, weakened by thefe lofi'cs, and 
fearing the event of a third battle, raifed the fiege next day. 
Mot being in a condition to keep the field, he retired to¬ 
wards the Alps, and took the road to Tranfalpine Gaul, 
with a defign to join Lepidus, Plancus, and Afinius Pollio, 
who were in thefe provinces at the head of eonfiderable 
armies r . 

Brutus, being thus delivered from a long and trouble- 
fome fiege, was for fome time at a lofs how to behave to- 
Odravianus, who he kndw bore him an irreconcileable ha¬ 
tred, notwkhftanding file afiiftance he had afforded hint 
againft Antony. By the advice of his friends, he difpatched 
a meflenger, inviting him to an interview on the banks of 
the Scultemnis, now the Panaro. Oflavianus received the 
meflenger with great eoldnefs, but agreed to- bis propofal: 
this Brutus no fooner underflood, than he caufed the 
bridges orr the river, which parted the two armies, to be 
broken down, and by a fecond meflage required, that the 
conference might be held in the prefence of their troops, 
and with the river between them. Thefe were not unfea- 
fbnable precautions, it being well known that Otlaviantts- 
had vowed the dcftraftioti of all thofe who had been con¬ 
cerned in the death of bis father. 

Oftavianus having agreed to thefe conditions, he and 
Brutus appeared oa the opp.ofite banks of the river when 


r Applan. Dio, ibid. 

(K) According to fome wri¬ 
ters, he mifbehaved in the for¬ 
mer battle ; others affirm, that 
he gave on this oecation fignal 
proofs of an extraordinary cou¬ 
rage, and conducted the adlion 
with all the prudence of an. old 
and experienced- commander: 
for at the head of fome brave 
legionaries he refeued the body 
or tlve dead conful out of the 
enemy's hands, and one of his 
llandard-bearersueingkilleif, he 
carried the eagle himfelf, fight¬ 
ing like a private man in the 
firfl line; bur, as be obferved 
the coniular troop* difeouraged 


Pint., in Antonio. 

by the death of their leader, he 
retired in good order out of the 
enemy’s camp into the neigh¬ 
bouring plain, where the adtion 
bring renewed, he gained a 
complete victory, and obliged 
the enemy to feek for fheiter be¬ 
hind theiriatrenchments. Some 
aferibe the whole glory of this 
action to D.Brutus, who failying 
out of the city, and falling upon 
the enemy’s rear, while they 
wete engaged with Oftavianus, 
forced them to- give ground, 
and retreat with the utmoftcon- 
fufion to their camp. 
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flic latter thanked him in a very obliging manner for bis 
powerful affiftance, and acknowleged himfelf indebted to 
him for the liberty he enjoyed. To this compliment Oita- 
vianus replied, that Brutus owed him no obligations, finoe 
lie had relieved Mutina, not for his fake, but to chaftife the 
infolence of Antony, who neverthelefs might one day be¬ 
come his friend ; whereas he fhould ever maintain a mortal 
enmity to Brutus, and all thofe who had emhrued their bands 
in the blood of his father. Brutus, piqued at this anfwer, 
obferved, that lince Antony was already fuliiciently bum¬ 
bled, Oitaviaaus had no farther bufmefs in the province of 
Cifalpine Gaul, which had been confirmed to him by a de¬ 
cree of the fenate, forbidding any other general to enter it 
without his leave. Oct avian us wtfl^offended at this decla¬ 
ration ; but being apprifed that Brutus was fupported by the 
fenate, he thought it advifeable to ftifle his refentment; 
and, quitting the neighbourhood of Mutina, to return to 
jBononia, where he found the conful Vibius Panfa lying at 
the point of death. 

Pie no fooner heard of rine arrival of Octaviamis, than he 
fent for him, and tenderly embracing him, fpoke to this ef¬ 
fect : “ I always loved your father 5 and when he was ilain, 
I never laid afide the defire, nor the hopes of revenging his 
death, though fome prudential reafons, to which even you 
have fubmitted, have tied my hands, and kept me in the party 
of the fenate. My death, juft at hand, deprives me of that 
comfort: however, before I expire, I will at leaft acquit 
myfelf towards the fon of what I was indebted to the father. 
Know then, that the fenate both hates and fufpe&s you ; 
nothing has pleafed them more than to fee you at variance 
with Antony; and drey flatter themfelves with the hopes of 
finding you become the inftruments of each other’s ruin: 
if they have declared for you, it was only becaufe they 
thought you the leaft formidable. Thefe views they have 
confeifed more than once to Hirtius and to me. The friend- 
fliip with which Csefar once honoured me, obliges me to 
give fuch advice as I would follow on the like occafion. 
Compromife your difference with Antony; for you have no 
other means of faving your life, and advancing your for¬ 
tune. My defign was not, as the fenate believed, to de- 
ftroy Antony, but compel him to be reconciled with you, 
and afterwards to join our armies, and in conjunction pur- 
fue the murderers of our common benefaitor. I return your 
two legions, and would willingly furrender to you the reft 
of the army; but they do not entirely depend upon me: 
the commanders are moft of them the fpies of the fenate, 
who have private order* to obferve your conduit. Suffer 
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trie, therefore, to pot them into the hands of Torquatos.’* 
The words of the dying conful made a deep impreffion on 
the mind of Ocl avian us, and produced at length the famous 
triumvirate * (L). 

The fenate, upon the news of the advantages gained over 
Antony by the generals of the republic, decreed fifty days 
Applications to return thanks to the gods for the fuccefs of 
the campaign. By the fame decree large fums were order¬ 
ed to be paid out of the public treafury to fuch of the vic¬ 
torious legionaries as remained alive, and to the widows and 
heirs of thofe who had died in the battle, or fince of their 
wounds. The bodies of the two confuls were, by an order 
from the fenate, conveyed to Rome, and with magnificence 
interred in the Campi^r Martius, at the expence of the pub¬ 
lic j an honour which had been hitherto granted to none 
but the mod eminent perfonages of the republic 

The confcript fathers, conceiving Antony to be utterly 
ruined, began to flight Odtavianus, for whom they believed 
they fhould have no farther occasion. He demanded a tri¬ 
umph, which was refufed, and granted to Decimus Brutus; 
though Odtavianus had at leaft as juft a claim to that ho¬ 
nour as Brutus. Cicero was for granting him an ovation, 
but could not, with all his eloquence, prevail upon the fe¬ 
nate to confer on him even that mark of diftinftion. They 
heaped all forts of honours on Decimus ; and ordered Tor- 
quatus to deliver him the troops which the conful Panfa had 
commanded : they appointed him commander of all the 
forces in Cifalpine Gaul, charging him, without even men¬ 
tioning Odfavianus, to purfue Antony, and treat him as a 
public enemy. All the temples of Rome were opened, and 
public prayers appointed for the fuccefs of his arms : as the 
liege of Mutina had been raifed on his birth-day, the fenate 
decreed, that it fhould be for ever deemed a lucky day, and 
as fuch marked in the fafti. At the fame time the confcript 
fathers, to mortify Oftavianus, commanded, that a ftatue 
fhould be raifed at the public expence to the memory of 

. * Appian. Bell. Civil, lib. iii. * Brutus ad Cic. epift 6 . Dio, 
lib. xlvi. Suet, in Ofiavio. 


(L) Oftavianus was fufpefted 
of having murdered both the 
confuls; Hirtius with his own 
hand in the heat of the battle, 
and Panfa after it, by caufing 
poifon to be poured into his 
wound by Glyco, his phyfician. 
It is certain Glyco was feized. 


and even condemned to the tor¬ 
ture, but faved by the credit 
of his mailer Oftavianus. De¬ 
cimus Brutus indeed wrote to 
Cicero in behalf of the phyfi- 
cian, whom he feems to have 
thought incapable of fo black a 
crime. 
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Pontius Aquila, one of the confpirators, who had been kill¬ 
ed in the battle of Mutina 5 and that all the charges he had 
been at, and the Ioffes he had fuftained during the war ' 
fhould be reftored to his heirs out of the public treafure. * 
So many marks of diftinaion heaped upon the confpira¬ 
tors left Odaviamis no room to doubt of the difpofition of 
the fenate. From that moment he rcfolved to follow the 
laft advice of Panfe, and to be reconciled to Antony : with 
this view he fent back to him a great number of officers, who 
had been taken prifoners in the laft battle, and among the 
reft Dccius, one of Antony’s moft intimate friends, after 
having, in ambiguous words, fignified.his intention. Ven- 
tidius, as we have obferved before, had raifed three legions 
for Antony, and was attempting tc\oin him after the battle 
of Mutina. O&avianus overtook and furprifed him with a 
fuperior force, and might eafily have defeated him ; but he 
fuffered him to efcape, after having had a private conference 
with him, wherein he charged him to tell Antony in his 
name, that he a£kd as if he was ignorant of his true inter- 
eft. At the fame- time he opened himlelf without referve 
to Lepidus, Plancus, and Afinius Pollio, all old officers of 
the diaator, with whom he had always maintained a fecret 
ccrrefpondence. He affured them that the fenate, entirely 
devoted to the aflaflins of his father, were refolved to de- 
ftroy him ; that they ought not toexped a more favourable 
treatment; that their common enemies ftttdied only how to 
divide, in order to crufh them the more eafily one after an¬ 
other; that for their own fafety they ought to unite their 
forces, and join in maintaining the party, and revenging the 
death of their late general. He added fome complaints of 
Antony; but m fo artful a manner, that it was eafily feen 
fie was not averfe to a reconciliation “. 

In the mean time Antony, preffed by Brutus, endeavoured 
to reach the Alps, with a defign to pafs thofe mountains, 
anti join Lepffius, who commanded feven legions inTranf- 
alpine Gaul, and who, he imagined, would fupport him, 
in confideration of the many kind offices he had done him 
during his late confulftip, and in the didator’s life-time. 
Urutus, having thus driven him out of Italy, wrote to the 
enate, that he had difperfed his army, and that Antony 
was ikulking among the Alps, where he could not avoid 
a ing into his bands. Ihe fenate, ovenoyed at thefe 
k mgs, exclaimed, that the republic had recovered its an¬ 
cient liberty, and appointed, as if Antony had been adu- 
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ally taken, teri commillioners to try him. They talked b£ 
repealing all the laws which had been enabled by him during 
his confulfhip, and even including in this repeal all the or¬ 
dinances of the dictator, in order to fettle the common¬ 
wealth on its ancient foundation. At the motion of Cicero 
a decree immediately pafied, confifcating all Antony’s ef- 
fe£ts, and thofe of his friends and adherents, with terrible 
menaces againft fuch as fhould conceal any part of his eftate. 

While Cicero, at the head of the fenate, thus vented his 
rage againft Antony, that general was ftruggling among 
the Alps with all the hardfhips and miferies that can be 
imagined. Brutus Having obliged him to quit Italy,'he at¬ 
tempted to pafs thofe mountains without his baggage, and 
the neceflary provifion^f for fo long and painful a march: 
his followers were forced to feed firft upon the flefh of their 
horfes, and afterwards upon fuch wild fruits and rOots as 
they could find in that mountainous country, and which no 
man had ever tailed before; they were at laft fo pinched 
with'hunger, that they devoured the bark of trees. Plu¬ 
tarch tells us, that in this extremity, Antony, though ac- 
cuftomed to luxury and eafe, exhibited an example of pa¬ 
tience to the whole army, and that in misfortune he could 
not be ealily diftinguifhed from a virtuous man. He fuf- 
fered all hardfhips with the conftancy of a hero, and 
adopted fuch a fyftem of conduct, that no one could hate 
expected from a man wholly addi£ted to pleafure. After 
all, he mull have perilhed with his whole army, if Culeo, 
one of the lieutenants of Lepidus, who guarded the paffes, 
had performed his duty: but the venal comqjander fuflered 
himfelf to be bribed by Antony, and for a fum of money 
granted him a free pafiage. 

Antony no fooner entered Gaul than he wrote to Lepi¬ 
dus, Plancus, and Afiuius Pollio, on the fubjedl of their 
ancient friendlhip, and exhorting them to join him againft 
the murderers of Caefar, their common enemies. Lepidus 
was furprifed at his arrival, and at a lofs how to behave in 
fo critical a conjuncture. He was a man of an illuftrious 
family, but of a narrow mind, though unbounded ambition. 
He was afraid, that if he joined Antony, who was beloved 
by the troops, he might get the afeendant, and fcarce leave 
, him the rank of a lieutenant in his own army. Upon this 
confideration alone he rejedled Antony’s propofals: for 
fince the fenate had declared that general an enemy to his 
country, he could not join him without drawing upon him¬ 
felf a decree of the fame nature ; but he allured him at the 
fame time that, whatever orders he received from the fe¬ 
nate, he would carefully avoid coming to an engagement, 

or 
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tSr moleftihg him. Afinius Follio, on the contrary, no 
fboner received Antony’s letter, than he a flu red him, that 
he Ihould find him always ready to concur in all his mea- 
fures ; for he had been one of Ciefar’s particular friends, 
and bore an irrecOncileable hatred to all thofe who had 
been concerned in his death. Plancus maintained a fecret 
intelligence with both parties, and carefully avoided de« 
daring himfelf openly for either fide, till he faw which was 
likely to prevail. 

Antony marched up tb the army of Lepidus, in the Antony ett- 
neighbourhood of which he marked out his camp, but with- camps near 
Out fortifying it, as if they had been of the fame party and Lepiaus. 
intereft. He fent immediately fame of his officers to him 
with a irtelfage, conjuring him, by Caofar’s memory, to con¬ 
cur with him in revenging the deatl? of their common be- 
nefador: but Marcus Juventius Laterenfis, one of Lepidus’s 
moft intimate friends, and in his heart a zealous republican, 
laboured to diifuade him from joitiitig Antony. To con¬ 
ceal his attachment to the party of the confpirators, he art¬ 
fully reprefented to Lepidus, that having feven legions un¬ 
der his command, he was one of the moft powerful gene¬ 
rals of the republic, and would be of great weight, what 
fide foeVer he chofe 5 but that, if he joined Antony, he 
would be obliged to fubmit to the authority of fo haughty 
Snd imperious a commander, and would make but a very 
poor figure. By this fuggeftion the zealous republican 
ftrove to prevent a conjundion which he was convinced 
would prove fatal to his country. Antony, who faw his 
ruin unavoidable, if Lepidus Ihould be at length prevailed 
upon to aft in concert with Decimus Brutus, refolved to 
put his fortune on a defperate hazard. 

His hair was long and difordered, nor had he lhaved his Enters It - 
beard fince his late defeat* In this condition, and witli a P' du, ' s 
mourning mantle flung over him, he went boldly into the camt> a 
camp °f Lepidus, and there harangued the foldiers, who TaZt'ani 
nad all ferved with him under Csefar. They were greatly move] the 
moved at his habit, and more at his fpeech; and Lepidus t u J°f 
obferving their emotion, ordered the trumpets to found, 
that he might be heard no longer. This expedient did not 
prevent the companion of the foldiery, who fecretly fent 
t^iodius and Lslius difguifed in women’s cloaths, advifing 
Antony to attack Lepidus, and alluring him, that the 
^ erc difpoied’ to receive him with open arms, 

■nd even to difpatch Lepidus, if fie thought it neceflary. 

Antony would not fuller any violence to be offered to Lepi- 

but « fI y next morning, putting his troops in motion, 
vot.xii. D he 



34 

ly ’whom 
he it re¬ 
ceived, 
and de¬ 
clared ge¬ 
nera/. 


Antony it 
joined by 
Polite and 

PUuectu. 


The Roman ffijlory. 

be palled the river Argenteus (M), which divided the tw® 
armies. The foldiers of Lepidus no fooner faw him than 
they ran to receive him, and began to beat down the works, 
and level the ramparts. Antony entered the camp amidlt 
the acclamations of the foldicry, and marched immediately 
to the general’s quarters, whom he found afleep. We may 
eafily conceive the furprize of Lepidus at fight of Antony, 
no longer in the attire of a fuppliant, but furrounded by 
his guards, and attended by bis own officers, and thofe of 
Lepidus. He leaped out of his bed in the utmoft confter- 
nation, and throwing himfelf at Antony’s feet, offered him 
the command of the army. Antony, though abfolute maf- 
ter of the perfon and army of Lepidus, tenderly embraced 
him, giving him the na/ne of father, and even left him the 
title, and all the badges of a general, though he alone per¬ 
formed the functions of that office. Juventius Laterenfis 
was fo touched with the misfortunes which he forefaw this 
fatal conjunction would bring upon his country, that while 
the generals were embracing each other, he killed himfelf 
with his own fword w . # 

Afinius Poilio, who was encamped at a fmail diftance 
from Lepidus, followed his example, and joined Antony. 
Munatius Flancus, who had been hitherto wavering, and 
doubtful which fide to take, thought' it now high time to 
declare himfelf: accordingly leaving his camp at the con¬ 
flux of the Rhone and the Saone, where he bad been trufted 
by the fenate with the charge of founding a colony (N), he 
led ail the troops under his command to Antony, who was 
about the fame time joined by Ventidius, at ttye head of 
three legions. So that he, who a little before had fled be¬ 
fore Brutus, and abandoned Italy, found himfelf now in a 
condition to return thither with twenty-three legions, and 
above ten thoufand horfe. 

While this revolution, in the affairs of Antony, happen¬ 
ed in Gaul,,O&avianus continued at Bononia with the 
fourth legion, that of Mars, and fome others, which had 
remained with him after the battle of Mutina. As the fenate 
had committed the whole management of the war againft 
Antony to Decimus Brutus, he concluded from thence, that 


» Appian. lib. iii. Veil. Patercul. lib. ii. cap. 6 j. 


(M) This river, called by 
the, ancients Argenteus, and 
by the moderns Argens, rifes 
near S. Maximin in Provence, 
and falls into the Mediterra¬ 


nean at a finall diftance from 
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ihe eotifcripf fathers intended to reduce him to the ftate of 
a private citizen : to defend himfelf from this blow, he re- 
folved to ftand for the confulate, which office was become 
Vacant by the death of Hirtius and Panfa ; but as he was 08 av!a. 
aware of the difficulties he fhould meet with in the purfuit «*ivfesCi- 
of that dignity from the fenators, who were for the i mod; am ' 
part attached to the caufe of Brutus and Caffius, he applied 
himfelf to Cicero, with whofe vanity and ambition he was juiau ; 
well acquainted; and wrote a letter, difcovering his deGgn 
to that orator as to a bofom-friend, telling him, that he was 
very defirou 3 of having him for his colleague in the con¬ 
fulate, irt order to be inftru£led by fa great a mafter in the 
rules and maxims that are rcquifite for the government of 
the commonwealth; that, for his p®rt, he only defired the 
name of conful to make him amends for the lofs of a 
triumph, which he thought his due; but that all the power 
and authority fhould be left to Cicero. Thus cajoled by the 
artful flatteries of a raw youth, the old orator propofed in 
the fenate the elevation of O&avianus to the confular dig¬ 
nity, as the only means of preventing him from being re¬ 
conciled with Antony. He added, that as O&avianus was 
Very young, the fathers ought to appoint him fuch a Col¬ 
league, as by his age and prudence might be capable of 
dire&ing his conduct. The fenators perceiving that he 
pointed out himfelf as the moft proper perfon to be chofen 
for Octavianus’s colleague, could not help laughing aloud; 
and it was no fmall mortification to Cicero to fee his vanity 
at the fame time both expofed and difappointed; for all the but is dif- 
relations and adherents of the confpirators cried out with optointid. 
one voice, that to put Csefar’s fon at the head of the repub¬ 
lic, was a meafure that would utterly deftroy the common¬ 
wealth x . 

Oftavianus, finding he could obtain nothing of the fenate 08 a<via- 
by Cicero’s means, refolved to defer no longer his reconci- nus «fi¬ 
liation with Antony. He forthwith invited him back into c °”‘ ,lt 4 to 
Italy, exhorting him to forget all private injuries, and con- 
cur with him in humbling their common enemies. Antony, 
pleafed to find Odtaviauus fo earneftfora reconciliation , 
readily contented , and began his march towards Italy, to 
put the finifhing ftroke to their accommodation. He led 
with him feventeen legions, and a thoufand horfe, having 
left fix legions in Gaul under the command of Varius, one 
of his bottle-companions, who was nick-named Cotylon, 
jvhich fignifies a bottle. 

* Appian. Dio, ibid. 
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News of the junction of Antony and Lepidus teaching 
Rome* filled the city with confternation. The fenate im¬ 
mediately affembled, and declared Lepidus an enemy to 
his country, and denouncing the fame cenfure on the le« 
gionaries of his army, who Ihould not abandon him, and 
return to their duty before the calends of September. The 
Rattie of Lepidus was, by order of the fenate, thrown 
down, and that of Juventius Laterenfis railed in its room. 
As the fenate was entirely ignorant of the reconciliation 
between Oftavianus and Antony, and the private treaty 
which by this, time was concluded between them and Le¬ 
pidus, they had recourfe to O&avianus, and committed to 
him, in conjunction with Decimus Brutus, the manage¬ 
ment of the war againlt Antony and Lepidus. Oclavianus 
artfully returned the senate thanks for the honour they 
had been pleated to confer upon him, and began to raife 
troops, and make the neceffary preparations for renewing 
the war. 

When he. faw himfelf again at the head of an army, he 
threw off the malk. Affembling his Soldiers, he told them, 
that the foie view of the fenate was to dellroy all his fa¬ 
ther’s friends, by fowing divilions among them, and arm¬ 
ing them againft each other; but that he, well apprifed of 
their wicked defigns, had entered into a confederacy with 
Antony and Lepidus, as the only means of procuring fafety 
for themfelves, and for fa many brave men who had efpouf- 
ed their caufe: “ Do you believe (faid he) that thofe who 
have murdered my father, will fpare my life or your’s, if 
their party fiiould prevail ? and prevail they muff, if we are 
divided among ourfelves. What fecurity can you have for 
thofe houfes, lands, and inheritances, which my father al¬ 
lotted you, if thofe men get into power, who approve of his 
death, and are for annulling all his ordinances ? You know 
1 am nst ambitious; for you have feen me refufe the prse- 
torfhip, which yourfelves offered me; but now I nauft in¬ 
treat you, not for my own fake, but for your’s, to concur 
with your votes and intereft in railing me to the confulate. 
1 fhali be in a condition, when veiled with that dignity, to 
fecure to you the poffeffion pf thofe benefices which my 
father bellowed upon you, and at the fame time to revenge 
his death with the deffru£lion of thofe who endeavour to 
deftroy us.” 

The foldiers received this propofal with great joy, and 
immediately appointed deputies to go to Rome, and demand 
the confullhip for their general, in the name of the legions. 
The fenate received the deputies with great civility} but re- 
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fufed to tfWnply With theit requeft, alleging the youth of 
OCiavianus, who' had not yet attained the age which the 
Jaws required in a confuJ.j The deputies, who had been 
previOufly well inftru&ed, brought feveral inftances of per- 
fons who had been raifefd to the confulaf dignity without 
any regard to their age, facb as Rullus, Deems, Corvinus, 
the two Scipios, Pompey, and Dolabella, which laft had 
been but very lately honoured with the confulate, though 
nearly of the fame age with OCiavianus. Thefe precedents 
were of no weight with the fathers ; they therefore, withont 
calling any reflections on OCiavianus, or declaring their real 
motives, endeavoured, under divers pretences, to elude the 
requeft of the legionaries 5 when one of tbofe armed am* 
baffadors, named Cornelius, layinjphis hand on his fword, 

“ If you will not make him confiH (faid he) this foall.” 

Having thus fpoken, he left the fenate with brs companions, 
and they returned to give their general an account of the 
failure of their negotiation. 

The foldiers, provoked at this refufal, prefled OCiavianus 
to lead them to Rome, faying that he, as heir to Cselar, 
h id a right to difpofe of the confulate. The ambitious youth OBavia- 
taking advantage of the prefent difpofition of the foldiery, mumartk- 
marcbed immediately towards Rome with eight kgionsi " 

He paffcd the Rubicon, and dividing his army into two bo- mt ‘ 
dies, advanced with one by long marches towards the ca¬ 
pital, in order to furprife his enemies, while the other fol¬ 
lowed at leifure. The unexpected news of OClavianus’s 
approach filled the city with dread and confufion. Several 
fenators, among the reft Cicero, withdrew into the counry: 
thole who remained, affembled in halle, and came to the 
following refolutions; that the money, which the fenate Rtfrlutimt 
had promifed to the two legions,the fourth,and that ofMars, b 

Jhould be immediately fent to them ; that the fame fum thefiwatt, 
fhouldbe promifed in the name of the republic to the other 
legions under the command of Q&avianus; and that he, 
though abfent, Ihould be allowed to Hand for the confuiate. 
deputies were immediately difpatchcd to acquaint him with 
thefe refolutions. They were fcarce gone, when the fa¬ 
thers, refleCling coolly on their behaviour, began to be 
afhamed of their pufillanimity in thus fubmitting t<\a boy, 
and giving way to the infolence of tbe foldiery. At the 
feme time two legions, who had been in Africa, arrived at 
the gates of Rome, Thefe the fenate looked upon as a re¬ 
inforcement fent them by the gods, and refotved with them, 
and a legion which Vibius Fanfe had polled to guard the 
city, to put themfelves in a pollure of defence. Two prte- 
tots, (Quintus Gallius Lupercus, and Marcus Cornutus, had' 
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governed (he city, and fnpplied the want of confuls finoe 
the death of Hirtius and Panfa. The former was inclined 
to the party of O&avianus, and therefore continued inac¬ 
tive ; but the latter, who was a jealous republican, and an 
avowed friend to Brutus and his followers, left nothing un¬ 
tried to encourage the fathers, and infpire them with refo- 
lutions becoming the rank they held in the republic. He 
commanded all the citizens, who were fit to bear arms, to 
appear on the ramparts, placed guards in all the avenues to 
the city, and detached a good number of cohorts to garrifon 
the Janiculum, whither the public money had been con¬ 
veyed. 

In the mean time Oclavianus approached, and polling 
himfelf on the Quirt nab, then without the walls, fent emif- 
faries.into the city, aflhring the people, that their lives and 
OSayia- eftates were fafe. Thus encouraged, they flocked out in 
eeivedat crow ^ s t0 behold their friends and relations, who ferved un- 
Romr -with c ' er Oflavianus, carrying them refrefliments, and freely conr 
loui aeela - verfing with them. Many of the fenators, and the chief 
mations. nobility, went forth to pay their compliments to the young 
general, who, finding the people generally inclined to fa¬ 
vour him, entered the city neat day amidft the loud accla¬ 
mations of the multitude. He was met by his mother and 
fillers, who had concealed themfplves among the Vellals, 
and accompanied by them, and a numberlefs crowd to-his 
houfe, whither all the nobility flocked to pay him their re- 
fpefls (O). 

It joined by Next day the three legions, that were in the city, joined 

the legions Octavianu6, who now ordered his troops to march into 
ta 11 city, jtome, and encamp in the field of Mars. From thence he 
fent a detachment to feize on the Janiculum, and the public 
money, out of which he immediately paid two thoufand five 
hundred drachmas to eaph fojdier under his command. The 

(O) Cicero, who had return- Caflius j and befides, he had 
ed to the city upon the arrival been told by fome of his emif- 
qf the two African legions, was faries, that the orator, in the 
one of the kill who came to pay fpeech which he made to the 
him. his refpefts. Oftayianus lathers, when he demanded the 
received him coldly; and when confulate for him, had ufed a 
she orator congratulated him on very odd and equivocal exprefi. 
his return tp the city, “You lion: “ Egregius ifte juvenis, 
are the laft of my enemies (an- (faid he,) iaudandus, honor- 
fwered Odtaviarius with an ill- andus, tollendus eftthat is, 
qatured fneer) who hare ho- “That brave youth ought to 
noured me with a vliit.” He be praifed and honoured^” but 
knew, that Cicero was entirely as to the laft word, it fignifies 
lb the interfft qf Brutus and equally to <nA>aa«,and to cutoff, 
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tersetor Quintus Gallius fummoned the people to meet In the 
Campus Marti us, in order to proceed to the election of new 
confuts; while his colleague Marcus Cornutus, forefeeing 
flie evil confequences that mult inevitably attend the pro¬ 
motion of Ottavianus, gave up the republic for loft, and 
fcorning to fubmit to the yoke of his fellow-citizen, laid 
violenthands on himfelf. 

On the day appointed for the eleQion, Odfavianus with¬ 
drew from the city, that the comitia might enjoy fome ap¬ 
pearance of liberty. When the people met, they unani- Yr. of FI. 
moufly declared O&avianus firft conful, and appointed 
Quintus Paedius, one of his relations, and a legate of the Ante 6 Chr * 
dkiator, for his colleague. Upon the news of his ele&ion u. c. 7 i*. 

OQavianus returned to the city, tyiere, as he was facri- .. 

ficing, according to cuftom, fix, as fome fay, twelve vul- OSavia- 
iurs'are faid to have been feen, the fame number that ap- niu c *°f n 
peared to the founder of Rome. Hence he concluded, that c °* 
he fliould one day be invefted with the fame power and au¬ 
thority as Romulus (P). We fhall now briefly relate what 


(P) This year is reckoned by 
mod of the ancient hillorians, 
and modern chronologers, the 
firft of the long reign of Odta- 
vianus, known afterwards by 
the name of Auguftus. How¬ 
ever, his authority was hot yet 
either full or peaceable, but for 
fome time divided with Antony 
and Lepidus, and warmly dis¬ 
puted by the republican party, 
both in the Eaft and Weft. Livy 
fays, that Octavianus was but 
nineteen years old, when he was 
created conful (2) : but Sueto¬ 
nius writes more freely, that 
he ufurped the confullhip in the 
twentieth year of his age (3). 
Plutarch tells us, out of Ocftavi- 
anus’s own commentaries, that 
he was fcarce twenty years old, 
when he was honoured with the 
confular dignity (4). He was 
declared conful, fays Velleius 
Paterculus (5), the day before 
be was twenty years old, op the 


tenth of the calends of Oftober. 
But Velleius was certainly mif- 
taken, for there wanted a whole 
month and five days to the com¬ 
pleting of the twentieth year of 
Oflavianus’ age; neither did he 
obtain the confulate in the 
month of September, in which 
he was bom, but in that of Sex- 
tilis, which was thence called 
Auguftus, as is manifeft both 
from Suetonius (6), and the de¬ 
cree of the fenate, which is to 
be feen in Macrobius (7). Dio 
obferves, that on the nine¬ 
teenth of Auguft he was made 
conful for the firft time, and 
that he died on the fame day 
(8) ; and Tacitus tells us, that 
the fuperftitious multitude after 
Auguftusb death admired the 
ftrange events of his fortune, 
“ That the laft day of his life, 
and the firft of his reign, were 
the fame (9), &c." 


. (?) Liv. lib. cxix. (3) Suet, in Ottavio, cap. 16. (4) Plut. 

tn Bruto. (j) Veil, Patercul. lib. ii. (6) Suet. ibid. cap. 3*. 
(7) Macrob. lib. 1 . Saturnal. cap. la. , (8) Die, lib, lvi.p. jje. 
^?) Tacit, lib. i. Annal, cap. 9. 
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pafled jn the Raft, during this period of time from the death 
of the dictator, to the firft confulftiip of O&avianus, which 
he obtained in the twentieth year of his age. 

Brutus and'Caffius having left Rome to efcape the fury 
of the populace, .immediately after the death of Csefar, re¬ 
tired firft to Antium, with a defign to return to the city^ 
as ioon as the rage of the unfettled multitude fhould abate. 
But Antpny railing daily new difturbances, they wrote to 
their friends, that fince it was not fafe for them to refume 
the functions of their office in the city, they were deter¬ 
mined to fpend the reft of the year in Italy as private citi¬ 
zens ; a refoJution which the fenate, who favoured them 
privately^ no fooner underflood, than they committed to, 
them the care of fupplyjng the city with corn, which Bru¬ 
tus was appointed to fend out of Afia, and Caffius out of 
Sicily r. The defign of the fenate in charging them with 
fuch a.commiffion was, to afford them an opportunity of 
affembling fleets, and privately engaging the governors of 
thofe provinces in their caufe. In the mean time Octavia- 
nus arriving from Apolionia at Rome, the city began to be 
divided into two faflions, fame adhering to him, others tq 
Antouy, and the legionaries, without any regard for theii 1 
country, publicly felling theinfelves to the higheft bidder. 
In confequence of thefe events, Brutus and Caffius refolved 
to pafs into Greece, and from thence into the eaflern pro¬ 
vinces, where they hoped to gain over the numerous legions 
that were difperfed about thofe countries. 

Brutus,, crofting Lucania, repaired to Elea, and embarked 
for Athens, where he was received with all poffible demon- 
flrations of efteem ; and here in a few days he was joined 
by Caffius. The Athenians, who ftill retained their an¬ 
cient ideas of government, extolled them as heroes and pa¬ 
triots, and by a public decree ere£led their ftatues over- 
againfj thofe of Harmodius and Ariftogiton, who had, 
about five hundred years before this period, delivered their 
country from flavery by the death of the tyrant Hipparchus. 
At Athens Brutus found Marcus, the fon of Cicero, at hiq 
ftudias, and feveral other young noblemen of Rome, whom 
he foon brought over to his intereft. Notwithftanding 
thefe public demonftratious of honour apd efteem, Brutus 
feemed to have laid affile all thoughts of public buiineft, 
that he might be wholly at leifure for the ftudy of philofo- 
phy. He lived.privately with one who had been formerly 
his gueft, and conflantly attended the leisures of Theom- 
peftus the Academic, and Cratippus the Peripatetic, as if 

| Appian. Hb, iji. p. j^o. Cie, ad Attlcum,iib. ay. epift. gjj 11, 12. 
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he intended to pafs the remainder of his life in quiet and 
retirement} but all the while he was fecrctly making-pre* 
parations for war. 

He fent one of his partifans, called Heroftrates, into Ma¬ 
cedon, to found the Roman troops quartered in that pro¬ 
vince. Heroftrates difcharged his truft with no lefs fidelity 
than addrefs ; for he either found the Macedonian troops 
reaSy to fide with Brutus, or dexterouily prevailed upon 
them to efpoufe his caufe. Brutus, thus encouraged, be- Raifts 
gan to afl openly, and raife troops in all the cities of troopi, and 
Greece, whither many Romans had retired, difiatisfied P r 'P ar ** 
with the prefent fituation of affairs at home ( Q). f° r ' war - 

It was no fooner known that Brutus was raifing forces, 
than he was joined hy the remains ofcPompey’s army, who, 
ever fince fhe defeat of their generaf, had wandered about 
Theflaly. With thefe he obliged Cinna to deliver up five 
hundred horfe, on their march to Dolabella in Alia; and 
young Cicero gained over to him an entire legion, which 
rifo deligned to convey to Jvlarc Antony in Italy. 

Embarking with 3 ftrong detachment for Demetrias, he Stines to 
there feized a prodigious quantity of arms, which had been themaga- 
formerly depofited in that city by Caflar for his Parthian *”•" **. 
expedition. Macedon was then governed by Hortenfius, ,m rm * 
£he fon of the famous orator, who was Cicero’s rival in elo¬ 
quence. He declared, without hefitation, for Brutus; and 
before the arrival of Caius Antonius, who was appointed 
to fucceed him, he refigned to Marcus both his province JtlneJtp • 
and his troops. Brutusr being now at the head of a pow- the inept 
erful army, and matter of Greece and Macedon, all the 
petty kings and princes around flocked to join him, and ct * >n ‘ 
offer him their fervice z . 

Caius, the brother of Antony, having eroded the Adria¬ 
tic to join Gabienus, or, as others call him, Vatinius, who 
commanded three legions in Dyrrachium and Apollonia, 

Brutus refolved to be beforehand with him. Accordingly, 
he put his troops in motion ; and his march, though through 
rugged places, and a deep fnow, was fo expeditious, that 
he left thofe who were to bring his provifions a long way 

* Cic. lib. v. ix. x. & *ii, Epift. Famil. & Philippic, xi. Piut. in 
Bruto. Appian. lib. iv. p. 668, Sf feq. Dio, lib. xlvit. p. 339, li 
feq. Veil. Patercpl. lib. ii. cap. $>, & feq. 

( Q_) Being informed that Alia, was to touch at Caryftus, 
the quseftor Vetus Antittius, his a city of Euboea, he went thi- 
particular friend, who had been ther to meet him, and eafily 
charged with the .care of con- perfuaded him to deliver up 
yeyiog to Rome the ttibotes of great part of the treafure. . 

behind. 
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behind. When he approached Dyrrachium, he was fe’zed 
with- a diftemper, which the Greeks call bulimia, that is, a 
violent hunger (R). As he grew very faint for want of food, 
and none in the army could fupply hint, his attendants 
were forced to have recourfe to the enemy. Advancing to 
the very gates of the city, they acquainted the centinels, 
who were there upon duty, with the difordei of Brutus, 
and implored them to affift: him. They were touched with 
compaffion, and immediately flew to his relief with plenty 
of provifions. Brutus, on this occafion, won fo much upon 
the affedlions of thofe legionaries by his obliging behaviour, 
that they joined him to a'man, Gabigius himfelf not 
excepted. Caius Antonius, receiving intelligence of what 
had happened at Dyigfechium, advanced with all poflible 
expedition to Apollonia, and fummoned all the foldiers, 
who were quartered near that city, to join him there ; but 
finding they went all over to Brutus, and fufpefling that 
the garrifon of Apollonia were inclined to the fame party, 
he abandoned that city, and haftened to Butbrotus, now 
Butronto, on the Ionian Sea. Brutus dofely purfued him, 
and on bis march cut in pieces three of the feven cohorts 
that attended him. 

Upon this fuccefs, Brutus acquainted the fathers with 
what he had done in Greece and Macedon. His letter was 


read in the fenate by the conful Panfa, who was flill in 
Rome, and a decree pafied, appointing Brutus to govern 
tryiuiap- Maccdon, Illyricum, and all Greece, in quality of procon- 
Vtralrif the ^ me decree, both he and Cafllus were em- 

Crtece, powered to make ufe of the public money, and to raife what 
Macedon, fums they fhould think neceffary, in the provinces fubjetb 
and Illy. to Rome., The kings and cities of the Eaft, in alliance 
teetemr. with the Roman people, were at tbe fame time ordered to 
lend them all the afliftance in their power b . 

In the mean time young Gicero, whom Brutus had de¬ 
tached with his light-armed foot in purfuit of Caius Anto¬ 
nins, overtook, and totally defeated him in the neighbour- 
. hood of Byllis, or Bulbs, a city of Illyricum, on the Adria- 
titfeaud U1 ** c ’ ^ a * us w ‘th his troops to a neighbouring marfh, 
and taken "'here he was furrounded by Brutus, without any poffible 
frifoner. means of making his efcape. On this occafion his own mei» 


a Cic. Philippic, x. Appian. lib. iii. p. 5 67. Sc lib. iv. p, 6*a, 631, 
633. b Idem. ibid. & Veil. Patercul. lib. ii. 


(R) The word Snlimia is 
compounded of tire two Greek 
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delivered him up to Brutus, wbohad now eight legions 
under his command, a numerous body of horfe, and a great 
many archers and flingers, with feveral companies of Mar 
cedonians, whom he daily exercifed after the Roman man¬ 
ner'. As for Cains Antonius, Brutus treated him with 
the utmoft civility, and even fuffered him to enjoy the title 
of proconful, and all the badges of that dignity, though 
feveral fenators, and particularly Citfero, folicited him to 
rid the republic of fo dangerous an enemy: but finding that 
he abufed his good-nature, and made ufe of the liberty 
which was allowed him to corrupt the officers, and raife 
feditions among the foldiers, he confined him on board a 
fhip, and there kept him clpfe prifoner. 

Brutus being now at the head ofw powerful army, and 
matter of all Greece, lllyricum, Macedon, and Thrace, re- 
folved to pafs into Alia, and there join Caffius, whofe pro- 
grefsin thofe eaftern provinces,'from the time he parted 
with Brutus in Athens, to the confulate of O&avianus, 
we are now to relate. He failed firft into Alia, which 
province was then governed by Trebonius, who received 
him with open arms; and P. Lentulus, the pro-quseftor, 
fupplied him with money. He was foon after joined by a 
body of horfe, which Dolabella had fent into Afia, with 
orders to purfue their march into Syria. Lentulus, in one 
of his letters to Cicero, afcribes to himfelf the glory of hav¬ 
ing brought over thefe troops to Caffius’s party . 

It was no fooner known in Afia and Cilicia that Caffius 
was railing forces, than the Romans, who were difperfed 
about thofe provinces, docked to him from all quarters; fo 
that feeing himfelf at the head of a confiderable army, he 
left Afia properly fo called, and marched into Syria, with a 
defign to feize on that province, before the arrival of Dola¬ 
bella. He was fcarce gone when Dolabella landed on the 
Afiatic coaft, laid wade the country, made himfelf mailer 
of Tarfus, where Caffius had left a garrifon, and put to 
death the proconful Trebonius, as we have already related. 
Caffius, on his arrival in Syria, found Statius Murcus and 
Marcius Crifpus carrying on the fiege of Apamea againft 
Q^Csecilius Baffus. Thefe two leaders immediately joined 
him with all their forces, and Baffus’s foldiers forced him 
to take the fame ftep. The city being delivered up to Caf¬ 
fius, an end was put to the fiege, and the army of that 
general, by this new addition, increafcd to the number qf 

c Plut.in Bruto. Appian. lib. iv. p. 63*, 633. aCic.lib. xii. 

Ud Familiar, epi ft. 14. 
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elghtlegions (3). Both Mure os andCrifpus hearth y embrac¬ 
ed Camus's party; the former was by turn appointed gover¬ 
nor of Syria, and alfo admiral of his fleet; bat Bafliis, not 
taring to engage in this war, was permitted quietly to retire *. 

Caffius being thus ftrengthened, foop made himfelf mailer 
of all Syria from whence he marched to Pbeenice and Ju* 
daea, which he ltkewife fecured in his mtereft. Receiving 
intelligence that Alttenus, one of Dolabeila’s lieutenants, 
was on his march through Paleftine with four legions, which 
Caefar had left in Egypt after the Alexandrian war, he went 
to meet them, and taking them by farprize, obliged both 
Allienus and his legions to fide with him j by which acce£» 
fion his army now amounted to twelve legions. In the 
mean time Dolabella, ««fter a long ftay in Afia, where he 
burdened the cities with new taxes, and opprefed the inha- 
hitants in a mo ft tyrannical manner, paffed firft into Cilicia, 
and thence into Syria, with two legions j whither Ms fleet, 
eompofed of veffeis hired of the Lycians, Pamphylians, and 
Gilicianss failed foon after under the command of L. Figu- 
lus f . Upon bis arrival in Syria he attempted to enter An¬ 
tioch, as governor of that province ; bat being repulfed by 
the inhabitants, and the garrifon which Caffius had left 
there, with the lofs of a hundred men, he abandoned the 
enterprize, and retired in the night towards Laodicea. 
During his march, moft of the troops he had raifed in Afia 
abandoned him,fome of them returning to Antioch, where 
they joined Caffius, and others retiring over Mount Amanus 
into Cilicia *. As the inhabitants of Laodicea were entirely 
devoted to Csefar’s party, they received Dolabella with operv 
arms, and put him in poflefiion of their city. Caffius nor 
fooner heard of this event, than he haftened thither, leaving 
Herod governor of Ccelefyria, with a ftrong detachment 
from his army to keep that province in awe h . 

'He found Dolabella encamped under the walls of the 
city; and there he refolved to befiegc him *. As Laodicea 
was fituated on a peninfula, Caffius, to prevent Dolafeella 
from making his efcape by land, carried on a wall, two fur¬ 
longs in length, crofs the ifthmus, with materials brought 


* Dio, Kb. xlvii. p. 343. r Appian. lib. iv. p. *»4- e P. Len- 
tui. ul Cic. lib. xii. ad Familiar. Epi it. 15. " Joleph. Antiq.Jib 

xiv. cap. 19. 1 Cic. lib. xii. ad Familiar, epiit. 13. 

(R) From this time he took ' as appears from bis letters to 
upon him the tide of proconful, Cicero ( 1 ) . 

(0 Cic. lib. xii. ad Familiar, cpift. ft, t». 
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from the neighbouring villages and fepulchres. At the fame 
time he difpatched tneffengers to therhoenicians, Lyciaas, 
and Rhodians, for (hips, with a defign to block up the har¬ 
bour. The Sidonians alone complied with his fummons, 

- and feat him what veflels they had ready equipped in their 
harbour. They were fcarce arrived when Doiabella's fleet, 
under the command of L. Figulus, appeared off Laodicea. 

Caffius, though his fleet was inferior in number to the ene¬ 
my's, ventured an engagement, in which both parties fought 
with incredible bravery. At length Caffius’s fleet was over- Caffuft 
powered, and five of bis (hips were taken, with all the ma- 
riners on board; but Statius Marcus, his admiral, having 
got together a confiderable number of fhips of war in Phce- 
tiice, and on the coaft of AGa, ventured two other engage¬ 
ments, in the firft whereof the two Beets parted upon equal 
terms; in the fecond Doiabella's was entirely defeated. DtlaMbr* 
Then Murcus blocked up the port, fo that no provifions fi*tt entire- 
could be conveyed into the befieged city either by fea or defeated, 
land ; the wall, which Caffms had begun crofs the ifthmus, 
being now completed. The place being thus reduced to 
the utmgft extremity, Dolabella attempted feveral times to 
fally out at the head of the garrifon ; but was conftantly 
driven back into the city, which was at length treacheroufly 
delivered up to the enemy by Quintius, a principal officer 
of his army. 

Dolabella, feeing the enemy in poffeffion of the city, 
and fearing Caffius would retaliate his cruel treatment of 
Trebonius, ordered one of his guards to cut off his head. 7 he death 
The foldier obeyed the order, and then killed himfelf with of Del*- 
the fame fword. The example of Dolabella was followed * < ^ 8 * 
by M. Octavius his lieutenant, and Q. Marfus, another 
of his chief officers. Caffius ordered their bodies to be 
decently interred, and incorporated the foldiers among his 
legions. He then plundered the temples and treafury of 
Laodicea, put all the nobility to the lword, and reduced 
the people to the moft deplorable diftrefs k . 

After the reduction of Laodicea, Caffius, now mailer 7 H t gt- 
of all Syria, acquainted the fathers with the fuccefs of his -ven/ment 
arms; who thereupon confirmed to him the government ef Syria 
of thofe vaft provinces *. Thus was the Roman Hate, taken 
in its utmoft, extent, divided between two oppofite parties. ° 

The Csefareatjs were obeyed by all the nations in the Weft, 
between the ocean and the moft ibuthern borders of Italy: 
while the party of Brutus and the confpirators prevailed in 

* Appian.lib. iv.p, 6,9 &feq. tVtll- Patercul. lib. ii. cap. 

«*. Appian. lib.' iii. p. J67,s«. 
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all tftff provinces of the Eaft. At for Sicily* it was field 
at this time by Sextus Pompeitw, the younger fon of Ponw 
■pey the Great, of whom we (hall have frequent occafion 
to (peak in the fequel of this hiftory. Such was the fixa¬ 
tion of affairs at the beginning of Odtawanus 8 firft con- 
-liilate- 



CHAP. L. 

*fhe Hijiory of Rome , from the fir ft Confulate tf 
OBavianus to? the Death of Cajfius and 
Brutus. 


T HE fir ft ftep O&avianus took, after his promotion 
to the confulftiip, was to procure the confirmation 
of his adoption in a general a {Terribly of the people: hs 
afterwards prevailed upon the feriate to revoke their decree, 
declaring Dolabella, whofe death was not yet known at 
Rome, an enemy to his country Soon after tbefe mca- 
furee, his colleague Q^Psedius, at his inftigation, propofcd 
a law for impeaching, trying, and condemning all thofc 
who had been any way6 concerned in the death of Csefar. 
OStKttiaMMj Purfuant to this law, which patted without oppofition, L. 
tttijti Bra- CornificiuB took upon him to accufe Brutus, and the fa- 
*CaJlkftt mous M. Vipfanius Agrippa (T) appeared again ft Cafiius. 
it ten- Among the judges who were cbofen for the decifion of fo 

dmutd. important a caufe, Silicius Coronas was the only perfon 

who had courage enough to declare in their favour) which 
coft him his life; for though O&avianus thought it then 
advifeable to dittemble his refentment, and pretended even 
to be reconciled to Silicius, yet he foon after facrificed him 
to _ his revenge, The confpirators were all condemned) 
without being heard, to perpetual banifhment, and their 
eftates confiscated'. 


K “ Appitn. lib, iii. p. 5 gs. Ko, lib. zlri. p. j*i, jis. « Lie. 
Jir• c ** - ,*?"• P»t«reul. lib. li. cap. 69. Suet, in Nerooe, cap. 3, 
Dio, lib. xlvi. p. 3 „. Plut, in Brum; 


. (T) Marcus Vipfamius A* 
grippa was, according to Sue- 
tOnhis, of a mean defcent; but 
of an equeftrian family, ac¬ 
cording to Cornelius Nepos. 
He was brought up froht hi* 


infancy with Oftavianus, and 
ferved him t« the laft with the 
utmoft fidelity. We {hall have 
occsfion to make frequent men¬ 
tion of him in the fcquel of 
thithiflory. 
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As Bciitus and Caffius were arthe head of twenty le¬ 
gions, O&avianqs righdy judged, that it would not be eafy 
for him to deftroy them without the affiftance of Antony 
and Lepidus. He therefore difpatched meffengers to thole 
chiefs, deliring them to m.arch with all poflible expedition 
into Italy, that they might, with their united forces, fall 
upon Brutus and Caflius, and drive them out of the pro¬ 
vinces which they had feized. In confequence of this in¬ 
timation, they fet out without delay, and palling the Alps 
at the head of feventeen legions, entered Cifalpine Gaul. 
The fenate,' alarmed at their approach, and ftrangers to 
the private underftanding between them aud Odlavianus, 
ordered the latter to inarch, and attack them as public 
enemies. Odtavianu3, with great $t>y, embraced this op¬ 
portunity of concluding the treaty, which had been begun 
fome time before between him and his rival. When he 
left Rome, he gave private inltru&ions to Quintus Pvedius, 
his colleague and creature, to infinuate to the fenate, that 
it was for the advantage of the commonwealth to repeal 
their decree againft Antony and Lepidus, and not drive 
fuch men to defpair, efpecially Antony, who was a great 
commander, and no lefs to be dreaded than Sylla and Ma¬ 
rius. This propofal was very difagreeable to the fenate ; 
but neverthelefs, as they fufpe&ed O&avianus to be at the 
bottom of this tranfa&ion, they wrote to him for his ad¬ 
vice in fo nice a point. The crafty general readily con- 
fented to the repealing of the decree ; but to deceive the 
fenate, told them in his letter, that his confent had been in 
a manner extorted, by the earneft entreaties of his foldiers. 
The confcript fathers began to perceive his drift; but they 
were no longer in a condition to oppofe him, and there¬ 
fore annulled all the decrees againft Antony and his ad¬ 
herents. 

In acknowlegement of this favour, Antony marched im¬ 
mediately againft Decimus Brutus, who was encamped in 
the neighbourhood of Mutina with ten legions, four where¬ 
of confifted of veterans, though in a very bad condition, 
from the diitempers and fatigues they had fuffered during 
the late fiege ; the others were newly railed, and quite un¬ 
acquainted with military difeipline. D. Brutus, therefore, 
not finding himfelf in a condition to oppofe the united and 
fuperior forces of Antony and Lepidus, 'refolved to quit 
Cifalpine Gaul; to pafs by the way of Aquileia, into .Illy- 
ricuru, and from thence into Mace don, where M. Brutus 
commanded. All the pafles on that fide being feized by 
the troops of Octavianus, he took his route towards the 
Alps, with a defign to pafs theJfthine, where that river di¬ 
vides 
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,ides Tranfalpine Gaul from Germany, arid through tfce 
latter country purfue his rout© into Mage^on : but the ap^ 
prehcnfion of the fatigues and dangers of fo long a march, 
had fuch an effect on the minds of ibe new-railed troops, 
that they all abandoned Brutus, and jokied Antony. Their 
example was followed by the other four legions; fo that 
Brutus’s army was reduced to a few fquadrons of Gaulilh 
horfe : with tbefe he marched as far as the Rhine, the fight' 
of which.rapid river fo frightened the few Gauls he had 
with himj that they ftole away one after another, except 
ten, who feemed determined never to forfake him. lit 
this extremity, he laid afide all thoughts of entering Ger¬ 
many, and drefling himfelf after the Gaulilh manner, he 
sefolvcd, in that difguife, to return through Gaul into Italy, 
not without hopes of' reaching at length Macedon undif- 
covered. He had not gone far, before be was taken by A 
band of free-booters, who conduced him, at his requeft, 
to the lord of that diftrifk, by name Camillus, or as others 
call him, Camelius, who had received a thoufand favours 
at his hands in the' dilator’s life-time. This Gaul received 
him with a (hew of friendfhip, but dispatched a meflenger 
to Antony to know how be would be treated, and received 
an order to put him to death, which was executed accord¬ 
ingly. When his head was brought to Antony, he looked 
on it with fome concern, and then delivered it to his 
friends, by whom it was decently burled Thus died 
Decimus Junius Brutus, one of the moft aftive aflaffins of 
Csefar, who was his patron, friend, and benefafior. 

Antony immediately acquainted Oftavianus, that he had 
{sacrificed Decimus to the manes of his father, and then 
advanced, with Lepidtts, at the head of his army, to gives 
him a meeting. The place they chofe for their private con¬ 
ferences, was a fmall ifland formed by the river Rhentts, 
now the Reno, which falls into the ro, after having wa¬ 
tered the territory of Bononia or Bologna. Both armies 
advanced to the ©ppofite banks of this river, from whence, 
by two bridges, a communication was opened with the 
Mtand. Lepidus entered the Erft into the ifland,.to view* 
whether there was any ambufeade or contrivance again ft the 
life of either party. Such was the condition of thofe atm- 
«*i°ns men, who, even in the midft of a reconciliation, 
could not help diftrufting each other. Lepidns having made 
we frgaal agreed on, the two generals entered the ifland 
worn tbe oppofite banks, each of them guarded by three 
hundred men, who remained at the head of the bridges* 

• JX<h lib.xlvi. p. j*j, 

while 
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kiltie the two chiefs advanced to the place pf ftrelffiet- 
view, which was a rifing-gfound, whence they could be 
equally feen by their guards, and both armies. Having 
faluted and embraced each Other in a friendly manner, they 
took their feats* the other two yielding the tnoft honour* 
able place to 0 £lavianus, as conful. The conference lafted 
three days, during which they had the precaution to fpeak 
fo low, notwithftanding foir.e warm debates, that not a 
iingle word could be beard, even by their guards, who 
Hood but at a fmall diftance. 

At length, they agreed on the following articles : r.That The art:- 
Oflavianus fhould forthwith refign the confulate, which ctesojthei 
gave him a kind of pre-eminence over the other two, to e S rttmtM < 
Ventidius, one of Antony’s lieutenants. 2. That the fu> 
preipe authority fhould be divided among the three, and 
kept by them for the (pace of five years, under the name of 
triumvirs, and in quality of reformers of the commonwealth. 

3. That they fhould caufe this authority to be confirmed 
by the Roman peofte. 4. That Antony lhould have all 
'Tranfalpine and Cifalpine Gaul, except Narbonne, which 
together with both Spains, fhould be yielded to Lepidus ; 
and that O&avianuS fhould have for his (hare Africa, with 
Sicily and Sardinia. 5. That Italy, and the eaftern pro¬ 
vinces, which were poffefied by Brutus and Caffius, fhould, 
for fome time, remain in common. 6. That Antony and 
OcSbavianus fhould forthwith join their forces, and make 
War upon Brutus and Caflius, while Lepidus, with four 
legions, ftaid at Rome to maintain the authority of the tri¬ 
umvirate. Befides thefe, feveral other articles were fet¬ 
tled. As it was of the> utmoft importance, efpeeially for 
O&avianus and Antony, who were to march into the Eaft 
againft Brutus and Caffius, to fecure the fidelity of the le¬ 
gions, it was agreed, that each legionary fhould receive 
after the war five thoufand drachmas, each centurion 
twenty-five thoufand, and each tribune fifty thoufand. To 
thefe immenfeand almoft incredible fums were added other 
rewards, ftill more fubftantial. The triumvirs agreed to 
promife their foldiers fettlemeuts on their return from the 
Eaft, in eighteen of the beft cities of Italy, which fhould he 
chofen by the three chiefs, and abandoned in property with 
their houfes and lands to the foldiers. As for the ancient 
proprietors, they were to be driven out of their habitations, 
flopped of their lands and effefils, and fuffered either to 
perifh with famine, or fubfift in the beft manner they could. 

Some of thefe unhappy cities were Capua, Rhegium> Bene- 
ventum, Luceria, Ariminum, and Vibo. 

Vol. XII. E * A* 
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- • As the triumvirs had occafion for immenfe fums to'carry 
on the war, and knew that there were ftill in Rome great 
numbers of zealous republicans, who probably would raife 
ditturbances in Italy during their abfence, they formed that 
barbarous and inhuman refolution, which will render their 
memories execrable and infamous to the lateft poftcrify ; 
a refolution which brings difgrace upon tyranny, itfelf: they 
<rht J r0 - agreed not only to cut off all their enemies, but thole 
(tnptm. alfo w | 1Q were either poflefled of great eftates, or thought 
to retain the leaft fpark of zeal for their ancient laws and 
liberties. Tbefe regulations were made without the leaft 
conteft or difpute i but the lift of the profcribed, when it 
1 came to be fettled, occafioned warm debates, each of them 
being felicitous to ddf.oy his enemies, and fave his friends. 

Antony would come to no agreement till Cicero’s name 
was fee down among the profcribed. O&avianus endea¬ 
voured to fave him, and preffed Antony to facrifice Lucius 
Crefar, his uncle by the mother’s fide. As for Lepidus, 
feme writers tell us, that, contrary to the inclination of the 
other two, he infilled upon the condemnation of his own 
brother L. /Emilius Paulus, who had voted firlt in the fe¬ 
rrate for palling the decree which declared him a public 
enemy when he joined Antony : other authors fay, that 
he would have faved his brother, but that O&avianus and 
Antony demanded his head ; it is certain, however, that 
the delire of being revenged on their enemies got the better 
of faring their friends and relations. Oftavianus in the 
end facrificed Cicero to Antony •, Antony gave up his u,ncle 
Lucius to Oftavianus ; and Lepidus was either allowed to 
murder his brother Paulus, or forcer! to abandon him to the 
refentment of the other two. The death of thefe three be¬ 
ing agreed on, the lift of the others, whom the triumvirs 
doomed to die, was feon drawn up, each of the tyrants 
mentioning the names of his particular enemies. Among 
others, they profcribed Plotius, conful eleft, and brother 
to Plancus, one of Antony’s lieutenants; Quintus, who was 
alfo defigned conful for the enfuing year, and whofe daugh¬ 
ter Afinius Pollio, a great partifan of the triumvirate, had 
lately married; Thoranius, who had been governor to 
Octavianus, and had taken particular care of his education, 
and many others, whom we lhall have occafion to mention. 
The articles of this wicked confederacy being fworn to, the 
chiefs feparated, and went to impart the refult of their con¬ 
ferences to their refpe£tive armies, who, overjoyed at the 
advantageous promifes that were made them, heard the re¬ 
port with the greateft fatisfadtioij. The fame day the two 

armies 
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juy 6 ’ aB<1 mutua,1 5 ,fcafted and entertained each 

. The fatal decree of profcription being drawn ud wa» 

puWic (W), £ R. m = i f« g eEwf,h^ 

firlt i'lt of.the unhappy men who were doomed to die, and 
t e fame t.me fome companies of foldiers were detached 

P r u ’ e CrUd or , ders of the ‘ r »umvir S in execu- 
tion. The foldiers arrived in the evening, and meeting 

p - «•* «• 


(V) The agreement being 
made, and the articles ligned 
by the triumvirs, the army de- 
fired, that the friendffiip be¬ 
tween Antony and Oelavianus 
might be cemented by fome al¬ 
liance, and in a manner Forced 
the latter to divorce Servilia, 
the daughter of Sei vilius Ifau- 
ricus, whom he had married 
when he was very young, and 
to take in her room Clodia, 
the daughter of the famous P. 
Clodius, who was killed by 
Milo, and of Fulvia, whom 
Antony had married after the 
death of her firft hulband (i). 

(W) It began thus: “ M. 
Lepidus, M. Antonius, and Oc- 
tavianus Cajar, chofen for the 
reformation of the common¬ 
wealth. If the generality of 
Julius Csefar had not prompted 
him to pardon fome faithlefs 
men, and to grant them belides 
their lives, of which they were 
unworthy, honours and offices, 
''’Inch they deferved as*1ittle, 
he had not fallen by their trea- 

n °r ffiould we have been 
obliged to proceed in a manner 
unagreeable to us again ft thofe 
who have declared us enemies 
to our country. But the wicked 
eugns they formed againft us, 
“ie horrible treachery they 
mewed towards C*f«r, and the 


certain knowlege we have of 
their execrable praaiees, force 
us tcflfprevent the evils with 
which we are threatened.” 
Then followed a juftification of 
the proceedings of the trium¬ 
virs, founded on the advan¬ 
tages which Csefar had procur¬ 
ed tor the Roman people by his 
victories, on the ingratitude of 
thofe who had murdered him, 
and on the neceffiry of clearing 
the city of fuch as might in¬ 
volve it in new troubles. They 
concluded thus : “ No man 
ffiall dare to receive, conceal, 
help to efcape, any way relieve 
thole who are profcribed, or 
hold any manner ofintelligence 
with them, upon pain of being 
himfelf profcribed. Whofoever 
ffiall bring to any of the trium¬ 
virs the head of a profcribed 
perfon, fliall receive, if a free¬ 
man, twenty-five thoufand fe- 
fterces ; and ten thoufand, if a 
Have : the Have, who (hall kill 
his mailer, ffiall moreover be 
declared a Roman eitizen. The 
fame rewards fliall be given to 
fcch as ffiall difcover the place 
where any profcribed perfon 
lies concealed, and the name of 
the informer fliall not be enter¬ 
ed into any regifter, to the end 
it may never be known who 
he was.” 


{>) Plut. in Antonio. 
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four of the proferibed perfons in the ftrccts, iiamediatclf 
put them to death : others were- inhumanly intffiiGfcd ns 
their houfes; feme while they were flipping with their 
friends, and feme in the temples, whither, upon the firft 
alarm they had fled for refuge. The city was in an inftant 
filled with horror and confufion ; nothing being heard but 
cries and lamentations. As the lift of the proferibed per¬ 
fons was not yet made public, every one fancied bimfelf 
Kome in the in that number; and hence the conftemation became ge- 
an. neral. Some in tranfports of defpair rcfolved to involve the 
fiiniatio«- w hole city in their deftru£tion, and accordingly fet fire to 
it in different quarters. The horror of the feene was aug¬ 
mented by the darknefs of the night, the fire which began 
to flame out in fev^Jal places, the cries and groans of 
thofe who were inhumanly butchered in the ftreets, the 
fight of armed foldiers running up and down to execute the 
vengeance of the triumvirate, the flight of the people, and 
the lhrisks of the women. Piedius, the only conful in 
Rome, to remove the fears of the alarmed multitude, and 
prevent diforders, ran from ftreet to ftreet, caufing it to be 
every where publiflied, that the number of thofe who 
were doomed to die, was but very final!; and that, as foon 
as it was day, he w-ould caufe their names to be fixed up 
in the forum. Accordingly, early next morning the lift of 
the proferibed, containing the names of only feventeen 
perfons, was fet up in a public place, together with the 
decree of the triumvirs. This reftored tranquility to the 
city for a while ; but the conful Paedius, having overheated 
bimfelf with running up and down the city, to calm the 
minds of the people, and prevent diforders, died the, night 
following i. 

The entry of During thefe alarms, the-triumvirs advanced, at tbe head 
the trium- pf their united forces, towards Rome, which they entered 
on three different days; Octavianus on the firft, Antony 
on the fecond, and Lepiduson the third, each of them at¬ 
tended with bis praetorian cohort, and one legion. The 
firft ftep they took after their arrival was, to procure a law, 
invefting them with the authority which they bad ufurped. 
inZfiedby was accordingly propofol by the tribune P. Titius to the 
a decree of aflembled tribes, who palled it the fame day in the follow¬ 
er ing terms: “ Tbe Roman people, lawfully affembled, have 
•with ike thought fit to appoint three perfons to govern the com- 
Zhuk they wonwealth with confular power. Thefe are M. Antonins, 
had u/urp- "'h Lepidus, and Csefar Octavianus, whofe authority {hall 
ed, be acknowleged and obeyed by all for the {pace ;five 


inrt inlo, 
Rome. 
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years." The defcnse was no looker ratifiedj than O&avia- 
nus, pnrfuant to one of the artielesof the confederacy re-' 
figned his confulfhip, feme fay to C. Carinas, others, to* 

Ventidius. However that be, thefe two were by the trium¬ 
virs appointed confuls for the remaining part of the prefent 
year ; but they were mere cyphers, the whole power and 
authority of the republic being lodged in the triumvirs. 

Thefe three tyrants, now confidering themfclves as lawful 
magiftrates, added the night following the names of an 
hundred and thirty perfons to thofe they had already pro- 
fcribed ; a few days after, they profcribed an hundred and 
fifty more, and thus they daily increafed the number, till 
jt amounted at laft to three hundred fenators, and above 
two thoufand knights. T 

Every confiderable man in Rome, who was difliked, or 
fufpe&ed by the triumvirate to difapprove their tyranny, 
and rich enough to glut their avarice, was doomed to 
die. As it was death to conceal or help them, and ample 
rewards were given to fuch as difcovered and killed them. The fad 
many were betrayed and butchered by their Haves and freed- 
men ; many betrayed by their treacherous holts and rela- tht 
tions. Many fled to uninhabited places, where they perilh- 
ed for want. The ftrtfets were covered with dead bodies; 
the heads of the molt illuftrious fenators were expofed upon 
rite roftra, and their bodies left unburied in the ftreets and 
fields, to be devoured by dogs and ravenous birds. A great 
number of citizens that were not condemned, perilhed in 
this confufion, fome by malice or miftake, others for con¬ 
cealing or defending their friends. This feafon of calamity 
produced fome pathetic infiances of the affe&ion of wives 
for their hulbands, and of the fidelity of Haves towards their 
mailers, but very few of filial love; not that Rome was 
entirely deftitute of this virtue : Oppius carried his old and Seme of the 
decrepit father on his Ihoulders to the fea-fide, and efcaped P^ftr-beA ■ 
with him in]t<j Sicily. His piety was not long unrewarded; f™** 1 !* 
for on his return to Rome, after the triumvirs had put an cM ' 
end to the profcriptipn, he found the people fo affedted by 
the generous a£tion, that the tribes unanimoufly concurred 
in railing him to the aedilefhip j and becaufe he warned 
money to exhibit the ufual fports, the artificers worked 
without wages, and the people not only taxed themfelves to 
defray the neceffary charges, but gave proofs of the efteem 
they'had for fo dutiful a Ton by fuch contributions as 
amounted to twice the value of hts paternal eftate, .which 
haa cwnfifcated by the triumvirs. Caius Hofidius Gets 
wra Hkewifc laved bf&is fon, who fpread a report* that his 
wuer had laid vtolenS hands on himfelf, and to render the 
■ V E 3 . fa£t 
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faftroore rAedible, (pent the poor remains of Sis fortune 
in performing his obfequies. By this contrivance, Hofi, 
dins made his efcape, but loft one of hu eyes, which he 
had kept too long covered with a plafter, the better to dif- 
giiife him. The barbarous impiety of thofe children, who 
by a ft range apoftacy from nature betrayed their own pa, 
rents, ought to be buried in oblivion. Nothing can refle& 
greater infamy on the memory of the triumvirs, than their 
countenancing fuch impious monfters. Several flaves cbofe 
rather to die on the rack amidft the moft exquihte tor, 
ments, than difeover the places where their mafters lay 
concealed ; others, not caring to outlive them, fell by their 
own hands upon the dead bodies of their patrons. 

Many illuftrious m^ons gave remarkable proofs of their 
conjugal love, which pught not to be paffed over in filence. 
The wife of Q. Ligarias, feeing her hufband betrayed by 
one of his flaves, declared to the executioners who cut off 
his head, that Ihe had concealed him, and confequcntlf 
ought, in virtue of the decree, to undergo the fame fate. 
They not hearkening to her, the appeared before the tri, 
umvirs, upbraided them with their cruelty, owned Ihe had 
concealed her hufband, and begged death of them as a favour. 
Being driven away by'tbeir officers, (lie fhut herfelf up in hCT 
own houfe; and there, as {lie wasdetermined not kmg to out-, 
live her hufband; ftarved herfelf to death. Acilius was betray-, 
ed by one of his flaves, and apprehended, but redeemed by 
his wife, who readily parted with all her jewels to fare his 
life. Apuleius, Antiftius, Antius, (^Lucretius Vifpallio, 
Titus Vinius, and njany others, were faved by the ingenious 
, i uc ; ul c a . contrivances of their wives, after they had given themfelves 
far faved up’for loft. Lucius, the uncle of Antony, was faved by 
by huffier, his filler Julia, in whofe houfe he had taken refuge (X), 


Others by 

their 

•tui-vet. 


(X) The minifters of the tri- paying the afiaffins the promifed 
umvirs endeavoured to break rewards : “ I have tranfgttefled 
jnto the room where he lay con- your decree, (faid file to An- 
cealed; hut his filler meeting tony), and am come to inform 
them at the door, cried out fe- againft myfelf. I have taken 
verd time*, “ You fliall neVer my brother ioto my houfe, arid 
kill Lucius Caefar till you firft am relieved to proteft him till 
difpatch me ; ^ me, who gave you fliall think proper to put us 
your generabhislife and being.” bath to death.” “ You have 
3'he affaffins, thundevftruek at behaved (refilled Ap«my)like 
thefe words, retired ; but no- N a good filler, but as a bfld <*e- 
yenhelefs Julia flew to the fo- tbec ;” and took no farther no- 
pro, where her .ion wasJttting . tlce of tphat Juija fa» 4 j,b»tLu- 
pn his tribunal, receiving ffie eia* was ao.-jpo** enquired 
heads of the pro&nbed, and after. - 

Thoegh 
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Tbongh the country, as well as the city,/wanned with in¬ 
formers and aflaflins, yet many iHuftriouS'citizens found 
means to avoid the fury of the proscription, and to get fafe, 
either to Brutus in Macedon, or to Sextus Potnpelus in Si-' 
oily- The latter kept conftandy a great number of fmall 
veflels hovering on the cpaft of Italy, to receive fuch as 
made their efcape, and treated them with great kindnefs 
and refpedl (Y). Cicero 

(Y) Reftio, Appius, Me- felves to be flam in their.maf- 
neius, and Junius, were faved ters habits, while their mailers 
by their (laves. Reftio had made tbeir efcape in the dif- 
marked one of his (laves on the guife of (laves. Pomponius, 
forehead with a red-hot iron; findin}j»no other means to get 
the ufual puniihment inflicted fafe out of Rome, aflumed the 
on fuch as attempted to run habit of a praetor, and went 
*way from their matters. This early out of the city in that at, 
(lave, having by chance found tire, attended by his (laves in 
out the place where Reftio lay the difguife of licfors : he tra- 
cohcealed,- conduced him to a veiled at the expence of the 
cave, and there fupported him public, giving out every where 
for fome time with what he that be was Cent by the triura- 
eflrned by his daily labour. At virs to ncgociate a treaty with 
length a company of foldiers young Pompey; he was well 
coming that way, and approach- received in all the cities on the 
ing the cave, the faithful (lave, road, and fupplied both with 
alarmed at the danger his maf- horfes and proviiions: feveral 
ter was in, foliowedthem clofe, bands of foldiers and affaffina 
and falling upon a poor peafant, met him on his journey, but 
killed him in their pretence, none of them offered to Hop or 
and cut off hishead, crying out, examine an ambaflador of the 
“ I am now revenged on my triumvirs; fo that he reached 
tnafter for the marks with which Sicily.undifcovered. Ventidtus 
he has branded me.” The fol- (not the conful) deceived the 
diers, fi;eing the infamous murderers by pretending to be 
marks on* his forehead, and not one of them faimfeif, and pa- 
doubting but he had killed Ref- trolling about the.country with 
tio, fnatched the head out of his fome of bis frieAds’, as in fearcfl 
hand, and returned with it in of profcribed peffons. The fe- 
allhafte to the triumvirs. They nator Coponius Was faved by 
were no fooner gone, than the his wife at the expence of her 
flave conveyed his matter to the virtue, Antony having caufed 
lea.fide, where they‘had tjje his name to be ftruck off the 
gbod luck to find one of Sett- black lift, in confcquence of 
tius Pompeius’s veflels, woich " heir compliance with' hi* defires,. 
tran (ported them fafe into Si- after .ihe had been proof for te- 
«ly- The generality of the Vera! years againtt the offers, 
***** of ApjsJsjs and Meneius, .rarefies, and menaces of the 
or Me«eni«8, was ftiH.inore be- Jewd tyrant. Another fenator, 
r °i c S for they fpfered them- being tired with concealing 

E 4 himfelf 
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Cicero being with his brothar Quintus, who was likewifo 
profcribed, at his country-houfe near Tufculum, when the 
firft news were brought him of the profcnption, they forth- 
with took the route of Aftura, another of his country-houfes 
on the fea-fide, between the promontories of Antium and 
Qircseum. There they both defigned to take fliipping, and 
endeavour to join -Brutus in Macedon* As they had) in the 
firft alarm and hurry, forgot to take with them the necef, 
fary money to defray the expence of their voyage, it was 
agreed between them, that Cicero fliould make what hafte 
he ctfuld to the fea-fide, and Quintus return home to pro¬ 
vide necefiaries. Quintus returned to Rome, and got tet 
his ho life undifeovered, where he thought hipifclf fafe, at 
leaft for a fhort time, jince it had been lately fetched by 
the miniftersof the triumvirs. As in mofthoufes there were 
as many informers as domeftics, his return was immediately 
known, and the houfe of courfe filled with foldiers and 
aflaffins, who not being able to difeover him, put his fon 
to the torture, in order to make him declare where his fa¬ 
ther lay concealed. Filial affeQion was proof in the young 
Roman againft the moft exquifite torments: however, the 
tender youth could not help fighing and groaning with the 
agony of torture. Quintus, who was within hearing, unable 
to bear, this trial of his fon expiring on the rack, broke from 
his concealment, and prefented himfelf to the aflaffins, 
begging them, with a flood of tears, to put him to death, 
and difmifs the innocent child, whofe generous behaviour 
the triumvirs themfelves, if informed of the fadt, would 
judge worthy of the higheft encomiums and rewards. Thofe 
inhuman monfters, without being in the leaft affedfed with 
the tears either of the father or the fon, anfwered, that they 
piuft both die, the father, becaufe he was profcribed, and 
the fon, becaufe in defiance of the decree qf the triumvirs, 
he bad concealed his father. Then a new conteft of ten- 
dernefs arofe between the father and the fon, who fhould 
die firft; but this the aflaffins, deftitute of all fenfe of 
humanity, foon decided bv beheading them both at the 
fame time 


r Appian. Dio. Plut. Va], Mar. ibid. Seneca in fuafor. 

fiimfelf ip eaves and dens, and mailer, opened there a little 
fculkmg abpgt the country in fchool, and kept it as lone as 

Ik* 5v >f, w- re /' Ur ?^ t0 tbe ptofeription lafted, without 
Rome ip the difguifeof affhool- being difeovered (i). 

v «“* p «wcul.lib. ii.Dio,lib, alvii. Val. War. 
lib.’ i, ct$.\ k l b ‘ ** p ’ ”• *“•»*** Od/ivia, Macreb. Satumal. 

' But 
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Mean while Cicero, having .reached, Aftura, and found a 
yeflel there ready to weigh anchor, went on board, with a de¬ 
sign to pafe over into Macedon, and join Brutus : but either 
dreading the 'inconveniencies of fuch a voyage, or ftill de¬ 
pending on the friendfliip of Odlavianus, lie foon changed 
his mind, and ordered the matter of the {hip to fet him 
afliore at Circseum, whence he tools his route towards Rome 
by land. After he had gone about two hundred furlongs, 
he altered his refolution once more, and returned to fea, 
where he fpent the night in a thpufand melancholy and 
perplexing thoughts. Wavering between the hopes he had 
in Odtavianus’sfriendlhip, and the fear of death, he at laft 
fuffered his domcftics to convey him by fea to a country- 
houfe which he had in the neighbourhood of Caieta; 
where he had not been long, when mis domcftics carried 
fiim again in a litter towards the fea-fide. 

They were fcarce gone, when a band of foldiers. under 
the command of Herennius, a centurion, and Popilius 
Lsenas, a military tribune, came to the houfe. Cicero had 
formerly undertaken the defence of Popilius, when he was 
under a profecution for the murder of his own father, and 
)>y the power of his elpquence faved him from an infa¬ 
mous death : but the ungrateful wretch, unmindful of for¬ 
mer obligations. and wholly intent on ingratiating himfelf 
with Antony, had promifed to find out Cicero, wherever 
he lay concealed, and bring him his head. He found the 
doors of his houfe (hut, but breaking them open, and 
fearching in vain every comer, he threatened to put all 
the Haves in the houfe to the torture, if tbey did not im¬ 
mediately declare where their matter lay concealed- The 
faithful naves, without betraying the leaft fear, anfwered 
with great conftancy and refolution, that they knew not 
where he was. At length a young man, named Philolo- 
gus (Z), who had been Have to Quintus, and afterwards 
enfranchifed by him, and inftrudledby Cicero in the liberal 
arts and fciences with all the tendernefs of a father, dif- 
covered to the tribune, that Cicero’s domcftics were then 
carrying him in a litter through the clofe and (hady walks 


_ (Z) Plutarch feems to que- 
fikm what fome authors have 
written of the treachery of Phi- 
Jologus j at ieaft he tells 1 us, 
that this circumttance was un¬ 
known to Tiro, ■Cicero’s eman¬ 
cipated Have, who publiflied an 
ScContt't.df-MiTffif, • wiklf in 


Plutarch’s time was in great re-’ 
queft, but has not reached ours. 
A ppian tells us, that Cicero 
was betrayed and diicorered by 
one, Cyrillus, who had formerly 
fcrved Clodius, his mortal ene- 
ihy. " 

tt 


51 

Bmbarts 
for Mf 
ttitH. 


Changft 
hit mini. 


A band of 
foldien in 
Jearch of 
him. 


Is difco* 
vtrtd. 




His head 
and right 
hand cut 
of, and 
earned to 
Annoy. 


The Reman Hifioiy. 

to the fea-fide. Upon this information Popiiius, with feme 
of his attendants, haftened to the place where he was to 
come out, while Herennius with the reft followed the litter 
through the narrow paths. As foon as Cicero perceived 
Herennius, he commanded his fervants to fet down his 
Utter, and ftroking, according to his cuftom, his beard 
with his left hand, he put out his head, and looked at the 
affaffms with great intrepidity. This conftancy, which they 
did not exped from him, his face disfigured and emaciated 
with cares and troubles, his hair and beard in diforder, fo 
affeaed the foldiers who attended Herennius, that they co¬ 
vered their eyes with their hands, while be cut off his head, 
and, purfuant to Antony’s direaions, his right hand, with 
which he had wriftetfthe Philippics. With thofe trophies 
of their cruelty, Herennius and Popiiius returned to Romm 
and laid them before Antony, while he was holding an af- 
fembly of the people for the eleaion of new magiftrates. 
The tyrant no fooner beheld them, than he cried out in a 
tranfport of joy, “ Now let there be an end of all our pro- 
feriptions: live, Romans, live in fafety ; you have nothing 
more to fear.” He took the head in his band, and gazed 
on it a long time with great fatisfaftion, finding at a fight 
which drew tears from all who were prefent. After 
he had fatiated his cruel and revengeful temper with fo 
difmal a fpcetaele, he fent the head of the orator to his 
wife Fulvia, who was even more cruel than the triumvir, 
and had borne an implacable hatred to Cicero ever fincc 
the time of her firft hufband P. Clodius, who was flain by 
Milo. 


The cruelty This inhuman monfter, after having infulted the poor 
tj FjUvia. remains of her enemy with the raoft injurious reproaches, 
took the head in her lap', and, drawing out the tongue 
which had uttered many bitter invectives againft both her 
hufbands, pierced it feveral times with a golden bodkin, 
which the wore in her hair. When fhe had thus fatiated 
her impotent rage, Antony ordered both the head and the 
hand to be fixed on the roftra, where Rome could not, 
without horror, behold the remains of a man who had fo 
often triumphed in that very place by the force and charms 
// .- cha- °f his eloquence ’. Thus fell the greateft orator Italy, or 
raStr. perhaps any other country, ever produced. He was un¬ 
doubtedly a finccre lover of his country, which he bad 
ferved, and even faved from deftruefion ; hut his patrietifm 
was on fome occafiona rendered ineffectual by his pufillsini- 


t.ry ell 'n a,ei i-u' , ? b V ii -' a P ; <6 Serteca in Sdafor. Orat. 7. Piut, 
mUc. Dio, Jib. xlvu. Appian, lib, iv. Tacit. Dialog, de Orat. 
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mity; and his virtues were camifhed with fome other de« 
fe£b, which have thrown a {hade upon his reputation.- , 

He was vain to a degree of childifhnefs; and from his pri¬ 
vate letters it appears, that he was not free' from abjedt 
flattery, fclfifli views, and double dealing. 

In the midft of all the flaughter which defolated Rome, Ltpidus's 
Lepidus refolved to, triumph, on account of fome inconfi- triumph. 
derable advantages he had formerly gained over the revolted 
Spaniards. The decree, itnpowering him to enjoy this ho¬ 
nour, was iffued hy himfelf with the confent and approba¬ 
tion of his two colleagues, and began thus: “ To all thofo 
who fhall honour our triumph with facrifices, feaftings, 
and other demonftrations of joy, health and good fortune j 
but to others mifery and profcriptionj? This decree drew 
greater crowds to his triumph than bad ever been feen on 
the Uke occafion : be was attended by all the nobility of 
Rome, who ftrove to outvie each other in offering facrifices 
for the fafety of Lepidus and his colleagues, and in feaft- 
ing their friends and the friends of the triumvirs. L. 

Munatius Plane us was likewife decreed a triumph for fome 
exploit he had performed in Gaul “ (A). 

The triumvirs having fhed the blood (B) of fo many il- Tit truefy 
luftrious citizens, began to think of railing the neceflary and ava- 
fuma for carrying on the war againfi; Brutus and Caffius. nce °f ,ht 
They feized on the eftates of the proferibed, defrauding triumwu 

* Vide Grut. Infcript. p. *97. & Appian. lib. ir. p. 607. 

(A) As it was cuftomaryfor (B) Nothing fo firongly 
the foldiers to fing during the proves the fuperior magoani- 
triurophal proceflwn, fatirical mity of Julius Csefar, as his 
verfes on the yi&orious gene- difdaining to glut his refent- 
rals, the following were often inent with blood, and to con- 
repeated on . this occafion ; fuU his own perfonal fafety by 
“ De.German™, non de Gallis fuch infamous and inhuman 
duo triumphant confutes.” The proferiptions which had been 
Latin word Germans fignifies pra&ifed by Marius and Sylia, 
equally brothers , and the inha - even with more deflation and 
Infants of Germany ; fo that the brutality than appeared upon 
yerfes might .be underflood as this fecond ocfcalion. Caefar’s 
importing, either that the de- clemency probably occafioned 
fegaed confuls triumphed over his death; audio*!! probability 

the Germans, or over their bro- this conftderatiou, co-operat- 
fur they had both pro- ing With private revenge, gave 
cured the profcriptkm of their, birth to the proscription of the 
brothers, or at leafl confented triumvirs. 
toit(j). 

<*) VriLBstefcul. lib, li, cap, 67. 


the 





’Ikt Ro¬ 
man wo* 
pub taxed. 


•They apply 
in a body 
to the 
triumvirs. 


7ki pro¬ 
scription 
at! an end. 


the Rbmem Hiftory. 

the widows and orphans of their right of inheritance arid 
fucceffion. They burdened the people with grievous taxes, 
feized all the gold and filter, whether m plate or fpecie, 
they could lay their hands on, and took away by force im- 
menfe fums, belonging both to ftrangers and citizens of 
Rome, which had been depofited in the hands of the Veftal 
virgins. But all thefe expedients proving inefficient to 
make up the fumof two hundred thoufand talents, which 
they judged neceffary to defray the charges of the war, 
they drew up a lift of fourteen hundred of the ricbeft ladies 
of Rome, mothers, daughters, relations, or allied to fuch 
perfons as they had proferibed, and taxed them all equally, 
and at an extravagant rate. In this emergency the ladies, 
after having had reco>Clfe in vain to the female relations of 
the triumvirs, agreed to go in a body, and plead their 
caufe at the tribunal of thofe magiftrates, while they were 
adminiftering juftice in the forum. Having made their 
way through the crowd, and the numerous guards attend¬ 
ing the tyrants, they demanded audience. The triumvirs, 
alarmed at fuch an unufual fight, ordered their guards to 
difperfe them ; but one of them was at length permitted 
to fpeak ; and the perfon the fuppliants chofe for this pur- 
pofe was Hortenfia, the daughter of the celebrated orator 
Hortenfius. She did not difgrace the character of her fa¬ 
ther but on the contrary pronounced a noble remon- 
itrance, replete with energy and fpirit. The triumvirs, 
provoked at the boldnefs of her fpcech, and fearirig it (flight 
occafion fome fudden tumult, ordered their Ji&ors to drive 
away fuch troublefome fuppliants \ but the people crying 
out againft fuch violence, they adjourned the affair to the 
next day, when, to appeafe the multitude, who had openly 
efpoufed the caufe of the women, they reduced their num¬ 
ber from one thoufand four hundred to four hundred ; but 
at the lame time taxed above a hundred thoufand men, as 
well ftrangers as citizens, without exempting the priefts, 
obliging them to pay immediately the fiftieth part of their 
eftates, and a whole year’s revenue v. 

And now the triumvirs, having caufed about three hun¬ 
dred fenators, and two thoufand knights to be inhumanly 
maiTacred, and raifed by a thoufand extortions the neceffary 
fums for their eaftern expedition, affembled at laft the few 
fenators they had left alive, and entering the fenate-bdufe, 
declared, that the profeription was at an end. Lepidus, 
endeavoured to jufitify their paft proceeding*, and aflured 


* Mo, Appijnt. ibid. 
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the confcript fathers, that for the future he at ieaft Ihould 
give fhem rib occasion of complaint (B). 

After this welcome declaration, the triumvirs appointed, Thitrium - 
of their ovht authority, without fo much as afflembling the °P~ 
people,'the confuls for the enfuing year. Thefe were M. 

ASmilius Lepidus the triumvir, and Lucius Munatius Plan- (£~ 

cus. , As Antony and O&avianus were wholly intent on for'ftvtrti 

their grand expedition into the Eaft againft Brutus and Caf- years. 

fius, they named, in concert with Lepidus, corifuls, pnetors, 

and rediles, for feveral enfuing years, choofing for thofe 

great offices fuch perfons as they all approved of, and Could 

rely ort. This precaution feemed neceflary, to prevent the 

people from railing to thefe dignities, during their abfence, 

rten ill-affe£led to the triumvirate. *jSVhen they had thus 

fettled matters in the city, Antony and O&avianus divided 

both the money and troops; and then fet out, the former 

for BrunduGuth, and the latter for Rhegium, where the 

fleets appointed to tranfport them into the Levant were 

ready to take the forces on board, and put to fea with the 

firft favourable wind. Before we relate the great events 

Which determined the fate of the republic, we fhall give a 

iuccirt£t account of what pafledrin the Eaft, from the re- 

duftion of Laodicea by Caffius, to the arrival of Antony 

and O&avianus in Macedon. 

Caffius, having made hifflfelf mafter of all Syria, refolved Caffius re- 
next to invade Egypt; for Cleopatra had not only declared !&*•* u 
for the triumvirs, but was ready to join them with a power- * t, ut 
ful fleet: but, as he was on his march, he was recalled by jfpJcalleJ 
Brutus, who, by repeated letters, prefled him to come and by Brutus,. 
join him againft the triumvirs, who were making a dread¬ 
ful bavock of their friends in Italy, and affembhng forces 
with a defign to pafs into Macedon. As Cafiius had a great 
efteem and veneration for Brutus, he dropped his enter- 
prize upon Egypt; and committing the government of Sy¬ 
ria to his brother’s fon with one legion,' he departed with 
all the reft to meet his colleague. On his march he de¬ 
tached a body of horfe into Cappadocia, with orders to 
put king Ariobarzanes to death, upon an information that 
he had confpired againft him, and kept up a private cor- 
refpondence with his enemies. His’orders were put in 

(B) But Oitavianus openly the fatal decree which doomed 
declared, “ That he ftill referved fo many citizens to die, yet he 
to himfelf the liberty of punifli- was the moll cruel and inexora- 
* n g the guilty.” And indeed ble of the three in the eacecu* 

Suetonius tells us, that though tion of it. 
he was at firft unwilling to fign 
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execution, an d, after the king’s death, great fiuas raifisd oft 
his fubje&s, who were looked upon by Caflius as difaffe&ed 
to the republican party. As he palled by Tarfus, he /emit¬ 
ted the reft of the heavy tax, which he had formerly laid 
on the inhabitants for lifting with Dolabella, and refufing 
to fupply with, proviiions the troops which Tullius Climber, 
one of the confpirators, was leading into Syria. This con- 
dud of the Tarfenfes, after they had entered into an alliance 
with Caflius, and even prefented him with a crown of gold, 
fo provoked the republican general, that he condemned 
them to pay fifteen hundred talents-, for the railing of 
which fum, they firft fold the lands belonging to the public, 
and the ornaments of their temples, afterwards their chil¬ 
dren of both fexes, ^wid at laft their women and old m'en. 
As the money accruing from thefe fales did not amount to 
the fum of fifteen hundred talents, they were at laft forced 
to fell fome of their young men, who were fit to bear arms; 
but the unhappy per ions,, preferring death to flavery, de- 
ftroyed themfelves. Caflius, either touched with their mi* 

■ fiery,, or alhamed of his own oppreffion, forgave them the 
reft of the payment, and exempted them from all tributes 
for the future. From Tarfus he purfued his march into 
Alia, to join Brutus *. 

That general, being mailer of all Greece, Macedon, and 
Illyricum, had refolved to invade Alia with the greater part 
of his army, and was already on his march, when news 
were brought him, that Caius Antonius, whom he had 
taken prifoner, had raifed a fed id on among the troops that 
were left in Macedon. In confequence of this intelligence, 
he returned, quelled the tumult, and having clofely con¬ 
fined Caius in the city of Apollonia, purfued his march, 
and pafled over into Alia, where he was joined by all the 
t ‘ a f es /? ,r princes of that country, and among the reft by Deiotarus, 
J . king or retrarch of Galatia, though he had refufed to affift 

Caflius. While Brutus was in Afia, Caius Antonius, hav¬ 
ing found means, even in his confinement, to corrupt many 
of his foldiers, attempted to make his efcape; but the plot 
being difeovered, Antonius was more clofely confined, and 
the guilty foldiers forced to take refuge on a neighbouring 
hill, where they feemed determined to defend themfelves, 
r ? tbe I, ur, dergo any hardlhips than fubmit to the will 
or their officers. Caius Clodius, to whofe cuftody Brutus 
had committed the feditious prifoner, fearing he might 
raife new difturbances, and at length make his efcape, put 

8b! xlvli. 1 " BrUt °‘ Appiin ; Kb - iT ' P- **S< * >»b. v, p. 675. Dio, 
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him to death 5 but whether of his own authority, or by Cains An - 
Brutus’s orders, is uncertain (C). tonius put 

Brutus, apprehenfive that the death of Antonius might ls deali ’ 
occafion infurredlions in Macedon, left Alia, and haftily 
repaired thither. On his arrival, he put himfelf at the 
head of a legion, and marched againft the mutineers, whom 
he foon forced to fue for mercy. His officers preffed him Tit great 
topuniffi at lead a fmall number of the mutineers, in order *f 

to deter others from the like practices. The general feemed ru>us ’ 
to yield to their importunity ; and having ordered a galley 
to be got ready, caufed the ringleaders of the late tumult 
to be put on board of it, as if he intended to have them 
thrown into the fea, and drowned; but in the mean time, 
he gave private orders to the commjjider of the galley to 
convey them to fonie place of fafety r . 

Brutus, having thus quieted all difturbances in Macedon, s ruins tmn 
returned to Alia, and advanced in all hafte to Smyrna, Coffins 
where he had appointed to meet Caflius. Without all meet at 
doubt the interview was tender and interelting. They were Sm f Tna ' 
not only intimate friends, embarked in the fame important 
concern, hut their union was corroborated by the ties of 
alliance; for Caffius had married Julia, the filter of Brutus. 

This meeting could not but be doubly agreeable to both, 
when they compared their prefentflouriffiing circumftances 
with the poor forlorn condition in which they had quitted 
Italy. In the courfe of their deliberations, Brutus propofed 
that all their forces Ihould be tranfported into Macedonia 
and Thefl'aly, to make head againft the triumvirs, who 
would in all probability land their army in one of thofe 
countries: but Caffius was of opinion, that they fhould firft 
reduce the Rhodians and Lycians, that they might not leave 
two fuch formidable maritime powers, unfubdued, behind 
them ; for both thofe nations had refufed to pay them any 
contributions, or to take any part in the war, under pre¬ 
tence of maintaining a ftri£l neutrality, though it was well 
known that they had ferit fuccours fecretly to the triumvirs. 

Brutus readily came into the opinion of Caffius, who was Refolutina 
deemed an officer of great experience. It was therefore taken at 
agreed, that Brutus Ihould march againft the Lycians, and their in- 
Caffius fail with his fleet againft the Rhodians; but as Bru- terviru,t 

l r Dio, Appian, ibid. 

(C) Thus Dio Caffius. But tonius; and adds, that, on this 
Plutarch tells us, that Brutus account, Antony, having after- 
no fooner heard the news of Ci- wards taken Hortenlius in the' 
cero’s death, than he fent orders battle of Philippi, flew him on 
w Hortenlius to kill Caius An- his brother’s 
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by .befriends 

’fcSSii who' endeavoured lo diHb.de bim from comply- 
of Bnfro.. faying, that it was not 
mg MitJ tiie p 4 , • ^ he had faved with fo much 

or got with fo much envy, fhould be difpofed 
to enrich Brutus’s foldicrs, and to make him popu ar. 
But CaLs was prevailed upon to give him a third part of 
the trealurc he had amaffed by every fpecies of extortion . 

The Rhodians, in order to avert the impending ftorm, 
fent ambaffadors to Caflius, to diffuade him from com¬ 
mencing hoftilities againit a nation, which, though very 
powerful at fea, willing to obferve the molt fcrupuloua 
neutrality during the>efent difputes. But he plainly told 
them they had nothing to expea but war and invafion, un- 
lefs they would efpoufe his caufe, and joip him immedi¬ 
ately with their fleet. They fent a fecond embaffymthe 
nerfon of Archelaus, who had been his mailer when he flu- 
died at Rhodes, and now conjured hun by their ancient 
friendlhip to fpare his country } but Caflius remained deaf 
to all his remonftrances, and the Rhodians, thus repulfed, 
began to make preparations for war. ' 

They fent their admirals, Alexander and Mnafeas, to fea 
■with a fleet of three and thirty fliips of war, which falling 
in with the fquadron of Caflius commanded by btatius 
Murcus, off Cnidos, a battle enfued, and was long, main¬ 
tained with equal valour on both fides ; but at length the 
Rhodians were worfled, and obliged to retire with conli- 
derable lofs. Caflius, who beheld the difpute from a neigh- 
bouring mountain, immediately embarked his forces at Lo- 
ryma, a maritime town of Caria, oppofite to the ifland of 
Rhodes, where his army landing, fortified themfelves, while 
he, with a fleet of eighty Chips of war, blocked up the city 
by fea. The Rhodians hazarded a naval engagement once 
more; but being defeated again, their city was invefted 
and taken, after a lhort but vigorous refiftance. 

On this occafion, Caflius indulged his natural difpoution, 
which was equally cruel and tapacious. The inhabitants, 
feeing him mafter of the place, flocked to him from all 
quarters, calling him their king and mafter; but Caflius, 
abhorring thofe titles, “ I am neither your king nor mafter, 
(faid he), but the deftroyer of a tyrant, who would have 
‘Seen your king and mafter.” He then caufed a tribunal to 
be raifed in the market-place, and feating himfelf on it, 

,» Plut. in Bruto. Appian. lib. iv. p. 6»S. Dio, lib. xlvii. p. j+6. 
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with a fpear planted before him, com'maftdtd fifty of the CeJJius 
citizen* to be put to death in his prefence. He condemned treats the 
twenty^?* to perpetual exile ; he.plundered all the tem* Mof?”* 
pies; commanded individuals to bring him all their gold, 
filver, and valuable eflfefts, caufing thofe to die by the *' 
hand of the common executioner who were convidted of 
having fecreted any part of their wealth ; encouraging in¬ 
formers with rewards, and Offering liberty to thofe Haves 
who fhould, in this inftance,betray their matters. By thefe 
infamous means he raifed, over and above the plunder of 
the temples, the fum of eight thoufand talents, at the ex¬ 
pence of private citizens. Having thus reduced and pil¬ 
laged the city of Rhodes, he returned to the continent, 
leaving Lucius - Varus with a ftrong^jarrifon on the iiland, 
to exa& a fine of five hundred talents more. On the con*' 
tinent he was informed, that Cleopatra had left Egypt, and 
failed with a numerous fleet to join Antony and Odavia- 
nus. Upon this intelligence, he fent Statius Murcus with 
fixty (hips of war, and a legion on board, to cruife off the 
coaft of Peloponnefus, with orders to pillage that rich coun¬ 
try, and keep near the promontory of Tsenarus, in hopes 
of meeting with Cleopatra’s fleet; but her navy was dif- Cleopatra's 
perfed by a violent ftorm, and mod of her (hips were dafhed fi e,t M- 
to pieces on the coaft of Africa; which misfortune obliged t er (‘ d b 
her to return home, and lay afide for the prefent all thoughts a J torm - 
of afilfting the triumvirs. Caffius, haring now no enemies 
behind him, began his march to rejoin Brutus, obliging all 
the provinces of Afia, as he palled through them, to pay, 
without the leaft abatement, ten years taxes. 

While Caffius was thus employed againft the Rhodians, 

Brutus carried the war into Lycia, agreeable to the fcheme 
concerted between him and his colleague. Before he be¬ 
gan hoftilities, he fent to the Lycians, to demand a fupp!y 
of men and money, which was refufed: at the fame time, 
they took meafures for fecuriflg their frontiers i but their 
detachments being driven from their polls, he entered their 
dominions with his army, reduced all their towns and open 
villages; and finally inverted their capital Xanthus, which 
was reckoned one of the ftrongeft cities of Afia. The in¬ 
habitants were as great enthufiafts for liberty as Brutus him- 
felf or any of his confederates; but it does not appear that 
the deftroyer of tyrants paid them any regard on this ac¬ 
count: on the contrary, he refolved to reduce them to fla- 
vcr y; and they determined to maintain their independ¬ 
ency to the laft extremity. In a word, Brutus carried 
on his. operations with great vigour; and the Xantbi- 
ans defended themfelves with the raoft ohftiuate valour. 

VW«. V’” , - 1? ■ 




the deae¬ 
rate rtfolu- 
tion of the 
Xanthians. 


Infantes 
*/ the fury 
and defpair 
tf the Xan¬ 
thians, 


The Itomu Hijlory. 

finding, however, that all their ftill and bravery Were ift-* 
diffident to pro ted: them againft the effefts of the Roman 
machines, which had made feveral breaches in their walls, 
they endeavoured by various means to efcape flavery. Some 
attempted to fave themfelves by diving under water; but 
thefe unhappy wretches were caught in nets fpread for the 
purpofe. They had recourfe to a general fally, hoping to 
make their way through the befiegers, and efcape to the 
mountains; but the humane Brutus, fufpe&ing their defign, 
laid an ambufh for thofe miferable people, who were flaugh- 
tered without mercy. Thus driven to defpair, the Xanthi- 
ans had nothing farther in view than to fell their lives as dear 
as poffible to the Romans. They repeated their fallies j and 
fet fire to the engine* of the enemy. In one of their re¬ 
treats, a body of two thoufand Romans entered with them 
pell-mell; and muft have peri filed had not a company of 
Oenoandes, in the fervice of Brutus, found means, by climb¬ 
ing a fteep rock, to get into the city, and open a poftern by 
which the Roman army was admitted. Their introduc¬ 
tion was facilitated by a conflagration produced from fome 
fparks blown by a high wind from the machines which had 
been fet on fire. In this emergency Brutus, fearing the 
whole city might be dedroyed, ordered his foldiers to lay 
afide all thoughts of revenge, and affift the inhabitants in 
quenching the fire; but the Xanthians, feized with a kind 
of frenfy, to drive away the foldiers who came to their af- 
fiftance; nay, they themfelves, gathering together reeds, 
wood, and other combuftible matter, fpread the fire over 
the whole city. Brutus, feeing the flame blaze out in a 
mod frightful manner, and extremely defirous of faving the 
place, mounted his horfe, and riding round the walls, 
ftretched forth his hand to the inhabitants, begging of them 
that they would fpare their own lives and fave the town (D). 
But his entreaties were not regarded; the Xanthians were 
immoveably determined not to outlive the lofs of their li¬ 
berty. 

Some of them killed their wives, their children, and their 
flaves, and then leaped into the flames. Not only the men, 
but the women, and even the children, ran, like wild beads, 
on the enemy’s fwords, or threw themfelves headlong frpm 
tfie top of the walls. Some children were feen offering 
their throats, or opening their breads to their fathers’ fwords, 
and begging they would take away that life which they had 


(D) He might have bad the 
towmentire with all its treafure, 
and fame praife for his cle¬ 
mency,' bad be allowed the 

fc..' 
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gjtrett. Wnen the city was almoft wbollyreduced to afheS, 
a woman was found) who had hanged berfeif, with her 
young child fattened to her neck) and the torch in her hand) 
with which fhe had fet fire to her own houfe. When this 
was related to Brutus, he is faid to have burft into tears, 
and proclaimed a reward to any -foldier who (hould fave a 
Xanthian •, but, with all his care, he could only preferve 
one hundred and fifty, and thofe much againft their incli- *! 
nation 

From Xanthus Brutus ied his army againft Patara, an- Brutus an¬ 
other city of Lycia 5 but knowing that cruelty and oppref- dtuvturt 
fion were bad recommendations of a man who profeffed t p^ t aia 
himfelf the patron of liberty, he fenti deputies, defiring the by gentle 
inhabitants would fuhmit, without (Jjdiging him to treat mtthnils ; 
them as he had treated the Xanthians. They anfwered, 
that they chofe to die like brave men, rather than purchafe 
life at the expence of liberty. ’ Then the Roman general 
tried to intimidate them into fubmiflion by cauftng the mi- 
ferable remains of the Xanthians to be fold as flaves under 
their walls. But this expedient ferved only to render them 
more obftinately determined to preferve themfelves free to 
the laft extremity. 

Accident, however, performed what all his remonftrances and at 
could not efle£l : one of hia parties, in fcouring the coun- bngth/ite* 
try, happened to meet fome of the chief women of Patara, 
whom they took prifoners, and carried to Brutus, who im¬ 
mediately difmified them without ranfom. Thefe return¬ 
ing into the city, and extolling the clemency, juftice, and 
temperance of Brutus, prevailed upon their hulbands and 
relations, who were all leading men, to fubmit, and deli¬ 
ver the city into his hands (E). 

Brutus, having reduced all Lycia, left that country, and 
entered Ionia, where he found the rhetorician Theodotus, 
who had been the counsellor and caufe of Pompey’s death. 

This infamous mifereant had fled from Egypjfc&n the arri- 
■ al of Caefar at Alexandria, and, fince that time, wandered 
ibout in Afia from town to town, hated and abhorred by 
'll men. Brutus no fooner knew he was in Ionia, than he 

* Plut. in Bruto. Appian. lib. iv. p. 633—615. 

(E) Plutarch tells us, that Rhodians. Appian writes, that 

Roman general exacted only Brutus, after the example of 
hundred and fifty talents of Caffius, ordered the Patarenfes, 
ie whole nations $ very incon- on pain of death, to bring him 
detable fum, if compared with all their gold and.filver, pro- 
°f eight thoufand talents, mifing rewards to fuch as ftiould 
hich Caffius extorted from the discover sny hidden weafures. 
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t'wfed fciihto be {cited, and facrHiced to the mates of the 
Srfons Roman »■ This memorable aft of juftice wa» 
greatly applauded by every boneft Soman, and all the 
princes oF Afia, who had a great veneration for the memory 
ofPompev. From Ionia, Bratus marched into Lydia, and 
ftoppin| at Sardis, the metropolis of that country, waited 

them for Caffius, who, after the «d«ctaon of Rhodes, was, 
by agreement, to rejoin him in the neighbourhood of that 
city- When Caffius approached, Brutus went forth to re¬ 
ceive him ; and their meeting was celebrat'd by the loud 
fhouts and acclamations of their armies, whofaluted them 
both with the title of imperator. After mutual compli¬ 
ments and congratulations, they retired to a private apart¬ 
ment, in order to f«Ue feme differences which had anfen 
betwixt them, from motives of jeatoufy and diftruft. Cer¬ 
tain it is, they difputed with great warmth, reproaching and 
accufmg each other with the moft acrimonious expreffions, 
and at laft burfting out into tears. 1 heir fnends, who ftood 
without, hearing them fo loud and angry, began to be 
afraid their quarrel would be attended with dangerous con- 
fequences; but they durft not interrupt them, having beeh 
forbid to enter the room. Not with (landing this prohibi¬ 
tion, M. Favonius, who valued himfelf more upon a cyni¬ 
cal liberty of freaking what he pleafed, than upon the dig¬ 
nity of a fenator, breaking through the attendants, entered 
the room, and, without knowing the fubjeS of the difpute, 
pronounced with a theatrical tone, a verfe which Homer 
puts in the mouth of Neftor, fignifying, “ Be ruled; for I 
am elder than you both.” .Caffius laughed at his buffoonery; 
but Brutus, offended at bisintrufion, thruft him out, call¬ 
ing him a dog, in aliufion to his fe£t, and a counterfeit phi- 
lofopher. This incident, however, put an end to the dif¬ 
pute ; Caffius provided a fupper that night, and Brutus in¬ 
vited his friends to it. Favonius came in, and took the 
moft honouraRe place, though Brutus told him, that he was 
not invited , but, after all, he diverted the company ; and 
the entertainment was feafoned with many falfies of wit 
and pleafantry c . ’ 

Next day Brutus! upon the accufatlon of the inhabitants 
of Sardis, publicly condemned and branded with infamy Lu¬ 
cius Pella, who had been formerly cenfor, and often em¬ 
ployed by Brutus himfelf in offices of truft, for having em¬ 
bezzled the public money. This ("entente offended Caffius, 
who but a few days before had publicly ablblved two of bis 
dwn friends,, and continued them in their offices, though 


s Pint, in Pomp. Sc Brute. 
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sccufed of the fame crime. He did not conceal his fehti- 
ments on this bead from Brutus, whom be chid for being 
too rigortrofly juft, when their intereft required fc*ne re¬ 
laxation. In anfwer to this reproach, Brutus reminded hint 
of the ides of March, the day on which they had bitted Cse- 
far, who himfelf neither vexed nor oppreffed mankind, but . 
was the fupport of tbofe who did. He defired him to eon- 
fider, that if juftice could be negle&ed under any colour or 
pretence, it had been better to have fuffered the injuftice of 
Csefar’s friends, than to give impunity to their own ■, “ For 
then (faid he) we could have been accufed of cowardice 
only } whereas now, if we connive at the injuftice of others, 
we make ourfelves liable to the fame aceufation, and fhare 
with them in the guilt *.* V» 

The two republican generals, being now mafters of all 
the eaftern provinces, from Macedon to the Euphrates, after 
feveral confnltations, refolved to march from Sardis to 
Abydus, and crofting the Hellefpont, advance into Macedon 
againft Antony and Oftavianus, who, notwithftanding the Antony mi 
oppofition they bad met with from Statius Murcus, had 
tranfported their troops, without the lofe of one Angle (hip, ev J/„ u 
to Dyrrachium. From thus® they detached Decidius Sax a, Macedon. 
and Caius Norbaaus, with %ght legions, to feize on the 
ftreights leading from Thrace into Macedon, in order to pre¬ 
vent Brutus and Caffius ravaging the country, before they 
had filled their magazines. Brutus and Caffius, upon the 
firft intelligence of thefe motions, left Sardis, and marched 
rapidly to Abydus, where they had appointed the Lycian 
fleet to meet them, and tranfport their forces from Afia in¬ 
to Europe. It was on this march that Brutus is reported 
to have feen a ghoft or fpeftre in his tent. 

Plutarch tells us, that as be fat alone muling in his tent Story of an 
at midnight, with a dim light burning before him, he heard, apparition. 
on a fudden, an unufual node at the door, which flew open. 

Brutus, cafting his eye towards the place wjjjfence the noife 
came, faiw a terrible and ftrange figure coming towards him 
without fpeaking$ but he undauntedly addrefled the fpeilre, 
diking it, ** What art thou ? a god, or a man ? or upon 
what bufinefe daft thou come to us ?" “ I am (faid the 
ghoft) thy evil genius, Brutus $ thou ihalt fee me again near 
Philippi. * Bratus, without betraying the leaft fear, an- 
fwered boldly, “ Well, I will fee thee thereupon which 
reply the apparition vanilhed. Brutus immediately called 
h|a ferrants, who declared, they had neither feen nor heard 
any thing. 'He cootmued watching -the reft of the night, 

4 Vfat, in Brutn> 
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and as foon as it was day, went to give an account of thi* 
ftrange event to Caffius, who juftly afcribed the yifion to 
a perturbation of mind, occafioned by long watching and 
anxiety. He then accounted phyfically for the apparition 
from the Epicurean philofophy, to which he adhered. 

Srutus and Both generals purfued their inarch to Abydus, and croff- 
CaJ/inspafs ; n g t h c Hellefpont, took their route through Thrace, with 
ever into a § e { 5 g n t0 diflodge Saxa and Norbanus, who had fcized 
turepe. t j, e pafles between that country and Macedon (F). Upon 
their arrival in Thrace, they were joined by Rhafcupolis, a 
petty king of that counti y, who, at the head of three thou- 
fand horfe, conduced them, through private roads, to the 
place where the two generals of the triumvirs were encamp¬ 
ed with eight legions" There Brutus and Caffius thought 
it advifeabte, before they attempted to force the pafles which 
were guarded by fuch a numerous body of the enemy, to 
Wtey re- review their forces, offer a facrifice for the fuccefs of their 
view their arms, and remind their foldiers of the juftice of the caufe in 
Jmei i which they were engaged. Both armies paffed in review 

before the two generals, and were found to confift of eighty 
thoufand foot, and twenty thoufand horfe, including Ro¬ 
mans and auxiliaries. A facrifice was then offered with 
the utmoft folemnity, and innjmierable viftims were killed. 
When this ceremony was over, the two generals appeared 
on a tribunal erefted for the purpofe, having on their right 
' hand the Roman fenators and magistrates of their party, 
and on the left the foreign kings and princes who had joined 
them. Caffius took upon him to harangue. After having 
enlarged on the juftice of their caufe, the unheard-of cruel¬ 
ties committed by the triumvirs in Italy, and the miferable 
condition to which Rome was reduced, he concluded with, 
informing them, that Brutus and he had agreed to give 
maddiflrt- immediately two thoufand five hundred drachmas to each 
Jkrni among ^°' dier > five thoufand to each centurion, and double that 
thefeldiers. ^ um t0 eac h tribune. This intimation could not but be 
agreeable to the army; nothing was heard hut ffiouts of 
joy and loud acclamations, the foldiers and officers driving 
to outdo each other in proteftationsof fidelity, and an inviol- 
, able attachment to the intereftof their leaders.' The mo¬ 
ney was immediately diftributed, and b^es^^fllenible 
preicnts were made to the officers and commabifeirS of the 
foreign troops; fo that the whole army marched with great 

(F) Plutarch tells us, that, on tended the army, and were fed 
> t P eir . ma rch, t-vyo eagles flew to by the foldiers till they came to 
them, and, lighting upon thetwo Philippi, where, the day before 
foremoft eufign?, continually a;, the bWe, they di&ppeared. 

alacrity 
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alacrity towards the plain of Oricum, which was bounded 
towards Macedon by the ftraits we have mentioned before. 
Norbanus, upon the firft notice of the enemy’s march, dif- 
patched an exprefs to Decidius, who guarded the coafl; of the 
Melaic gulf, intreating that officer to join him immediately. 

The two bodies, thus united, pofted themfelves fo advan- 
tageoufly in the narrow pafles, that it feemed impoflible to 
diilodge diem. 

Brutu»%eing thus anticipated, confulted with Rhafcupo- 
lis, who being well acquainted with that country, told him 
there was another paifage over the mountains; but that 
they could not go that way in lefs than three days, and be- 
fides, would meet with no water during their march ; but 
if they could take water with them, engaged to conduft 
them the fourth day to the river Arpeffus, which was but 
one day’s march from the city of Philippi, by ways unknown 
even to the wild beads. This expedient was adopted ; the 7 hey gtt 
foldiers provided themfelves with water 5 and the generals teytnd iht 
trufting entirely to the conduit of Rhafcupolis, began their 
march, Bibulu3, fon-in-law to Brutus, marching with the 
Thracian prince in the van, and Brutus and Camus bring- the ntmy ■, 
ing up the rear. The hardlhips they underwent on their 
route can hardly be exprefled. The fourth day they were 
ready to fall upon Rhafcupolis, fufpeiling him of treachery, 
when their fpies difeovering the river, teftified their joy to 
the harafled troops with loud fhouts, which were anfwered 
by the whole army, and heard even in the camp of Nor¬ 
banus and Saxa, who thereupon abandoned their poll, and nvho a i an . 
retired precipitately to Amphipolis, that they might not be don that 
furrounded. At the fame time they difpatched an exprefs ffi- 
to Antony and Odtavianus, acquainting them, that the 
enemy had palled the {freights, and were advancing towards 
the frontiers of Macedon. In confequence of this intelli¬ 
gence Antony, to prevent the enemy from polle fling them- Antony ar- 
felvesof Amphipolis on the Strymon, which the triumvirs riytswith* 
defigned to make their place of arms, quitted the neighbour- 
hood of Dyrrachium, and, by long marches, reached Am- pi ams 0 f 
phipolis. His arrival was fo Ridden, and his march fo ex- Philippi. 
peditious, that Brutus and Caffius could not believe he was 
come, till they faw his vanguard advancing into the plains 
of Philippi (G). In this plain, at a fmall diftance from the 
' ■ ■ ’ ■' . . city, 

. (G) This city, famous for fpeaking, to Thrace; but is 
the battle which was fought placed, by moll geographers, 
here, and forthfcepiftle which in Macedon, purfuant to the 
St. Paul Afterwards wrote to its divifion which obtained ever 
inhabitants, belonged, properly finye the time-of Philip the 

F 4 father 
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city,"was a rifing-ground, and there Bratus entrenched him-, 
felt, while Caffius took poficffion of a poft equally advan-, 
tageous, about three miles from Brutus’s camp, and nearer 
the fea. They drew lines of communication from one camp 
to the other, and built a ftrong wall, which covered the in¬ 
terval between the entrenchments} fo that they could not 
have wifhed for a more advantageous fituation, having the 
plains of Philippi before them, the Strympn and amarfh on 
their left, the ftreights of Topiris on their right, and behind 
them the fea, by which means they could be ealily fupplied 
with all manner pf provifions from Afia and Sicily, which 
iiland was in the hands of young Pompey 

Antony was informed at Amphipolis of the advantageous 
fituation of the enemy,*, but nevertbebefs, having left in that 
city one legion, under the command of Pinarias, he ad¬ 
vanced boldly into the plain, and encamped in fight of the 
republican generals; but did not attempt any thing till the 
arrival of O&avianus, who joined him ten days after, hav¬ 
ing been detained at Dyrrachium by a fit of fiefenefs. The 
army of Brutus and Caffius confided of nineteen legions, 
and twenty thoufand horfe, and that of the triumvirs of the 
fame number of legions, but more complete, and thirteen 
thoufand horfe: fo that the forces of both parties were 
pretty equal ; but the troops of Brutus far excelled thofe of 
the. triumvirs in the ricbriefs of their apparel and arms, 
which were for the mpft part adorned with -goid and filver. 

Antony lay encamped oppofite to Caffius, and Brutus 
over-againft Odtavianus. The latter did nothing worth re¬ 
lating 5 but Antony was continually haraffing the enemy, in 
order to draw them to a battle ; for the forces of the trium¬ 
virs began very foon to be diftreffed for want of provifions, 
having only Macedon and Thrace open to them, fince Pom- 
pey, Murcus, and Ahenobarbus had, with their feveral 
fleets, cut off all communication with Africa, Spain, and 
Italy. On the other hand Brutus and C^ifliue received daily 
fupplies from Afia and Sicily,“and had amaffed great ftore 
of necdTar.es in the neighbouring city of Neapofis, and in 
the iiland of rhafn-s, whence they were conveyed, without 
the leaft danger, to their refpe<aive camps. Antony, in¬ 
deed, attempted to.cut off' their communication with the 
fea, by opening a paflage through the marfh which lay be- 
tween them and the fhore } and completed this great and 

e Plut, in Bint. Appian, Bb. iy. p. 480. 

father of ■Alexander, ' who, ancient boundary of Macedon, 
havmg reduced the country hr- and the Neffiroer Neftus, added 
Wg between, the; Strymoa, we it to bis hereditary kingdom. 

bold 
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bold undertaking before the enemy had notice of Uadefignj 
but Caffiu* no fooner faw, to his' great fnrprize, caflles and 
turrets appearing among the reeds, than, with incredible 
labour, he drew a line crofe the naarfh from bis camp quite 
to the fea i and fortifying it with towers and caftles at pro* 
per diftances, maintained, notwithftanding Antony’s utmoft 
efforts, a free communication with the fea, and the cities 
on the coaft. In the mean time Thrace and Macedon being 
quite exhaufted, the numerous troops of the triumvirs were 
daily in greater want of neceffaries, with which thofe coun¬ 
tries could no longer fupply them. This fcarcity made 
Antony extremely defirous of coming to a battle ; which 
the enemy, for that very.reafon, carefully avoided. 

Had they continued in this refaction, the triumvirs 
mull either have retreated to Dyrrachium, and from thence 
returned to Italy, or attempted to force the ftrong intrench. 
ments, which, in all probability, would have proved fatal 
to them; but Brutus foon changed his opinion, and, in a 
council of war,' which confided of all the chief officers of 
the army, declared, that he was for putting the whole to 
the iffue of a general engagement, that fo he might either 
teftore Rome to her former liberty, or elfe deliver from 
their mifcry fo many nations, who were harafled with the 
expeaces, troubles, and dangers, of the war. Caffius, very 
unwilling to put all to the hazard of a battle, enlarged on 
the bad pofture of the enemy's affairs, on their Want of 
provifioBS, and on the extremities to which they muff be 
foon reduced. Brutus yielded to hisreafoas, and both ge¬ 
nerals kept clofe in their intrench ments, defpifing the bra¬ 
vadoes of Antony, who advanced every day with his army 
in battalia to the very gates of their camp; but in the mean 
time the undifceraing foldiery began to complain, and 
afcribe to cowardice the prudent meafures of their generals; 
they even deferred in troops to the enemy, a circumftance 
which, together with the advantages the light-hotfe of the 
republican generals, had gained in feveral fkiranfhes, in¬ 
clined Brutus again to venture an engagement. 

Caflius fttll oppofed this meafure; but moft of the officers, 
fearing a general defertion, changed their opinions to that 
of Brutus4 fo that a general engagement was agreed to by 
a great majority,: to which Camus hknfelf yielded at laft, 
after having feiemnly declared,, that he was ftill of a con¬ 
trary opinion, Before the council broke up, it was refolv- 
cd to give battle neat day. Brutus that night invited his 
friends to an entertainment, at which he appeared very 
chearful, and full of hope, diverting his guefts with learned 
difcourfes till he went to reft. Caffius flipped privately 
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with a few of his moft intimate friends, and, during the 
repaft, appeared thoughtful and filent, contrary to his tem¬ 
per and cuftom (H). 

Next morning by break of day a fcarlet coat of armour, 
among the Romans the fignal of battle, was expofed on the 
tents of the two generals, who, while the troops were pre¬ 
paring to march out of their intrenchments, met in the 
What paff- middle fpace between the two camps. Caffius, deiirous to 
id between know what Brutus intended to do, in cafe fortune Ihould 
Cajbub* P rove ^eir enemy, addrefied him, at their firft meeting, 
/ere lit thus: “ The gods grant, O Brutus, that we may now over- 

iettle. come our enemies, and pafs the reft of our days together 

in repofe and profperity 1 but, fince the greateft of human 
concerns are the mofi 4 uncertain, and fince it will be very 
difficult for us to fee one another again, if the fuccefs of 
the battle fliould not anfwer our expectation, tell me, what 
are you determined to do, to fave yourfelf by flight, or to 
die i” Brutus anfwered, “ When I was young, Caffius, and 
unfkilful in affairs, I condemned Cato for laying violent 
hands on himfelf, thinking it irreligious in itfelf, and un¬ 
worthy of a man, to quit the poll in which Providence 
has placed him, and not to take and bear patiently what¬ 
ever the gods are pleafed to fend him. But my prefent fitua- 
tion has made me alter my opinion; fo that, if Providence 
fliall not difpofe what we now undertake according to our 
wiffies, 1 am refolved to make no farther attempts, nor 
preparations for war, but to die contented with my fortune} 
for I facrificed my life to the fervice of my country on the 
ides of March, in recompence for which 1 have ever fince 
lived with liberty and honour f . At thefe words Caffius fmil- 
ed; and tenderly embracing him, “ With thefe noble fenti- 
ments (faid he), let us advance boldly againft the enemy; for 
either we (hall conquer, or have no caufe to fear thole who 
do. After this explanation, they cohfulted with their 
inends about the order of battle. Brutus defired of Caffius, 
that he might command the right wing ; a requeft which 

‘ Plut>rch - ' n Bruto. Appian. lib, iv, p.6 5 j, « SJ . Dio, lib. xlvii. 


(H) Valerius Meflala, who 
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was readily granted him, though it was thought a poft more 
fit for Cauius, in refpeft both of his age and experience: 
Caffius even placed Meflala in the lame wing, at the 
head of his belt legions, ordering him to affift and fupport 
Brutus. 

The two generals, having drawn up their men in battalia, 
marched out of their intrenchments, and advanced in good 
order into the plain, where the army of the triumvirs wait¬ 
ed for them in battle-array. Antony commanded the right 
wing, and Ofiavianus conduced the left but the latter 
withdrew juft before the charge was given, occafioned by a 
dream which his phyfieian,Artorius, had the preceding night. 
Brutus, before he began the charge, fent to all the com¬ 
manders tickets, with the parole, or Vwrd of battle, which, 
according to fome, was Liberty, according to others, Apollo j 
and rode through the ranks, exhorting his foldiers to be¬ 
have with their ufual bravery. They were fo animated by 
his fpeech, that few of them had patience to ftay for the 
word of command to charge; but, before it could be given, 
ruihed with loud fhouts upon the enemy. This impetuofity 
caufed great confufion in the army, the legions being Mat¬ 
tered and feparated from one another. Meflala, at the head 
of his legions, inftead of attacking the enemy in front, took 
a compafs about. Having put in diforder fome ranks in 
the rear of Odtavianus, and killed a fmall number of his 
men, he fell upon his camp, and, entering it fword in 
hand, made a dreadful havock. In particular, he put to 
the fword two thotifand Lacedaemonians, who were lately 
come to the ailiftance of 0 £tavianus. The foldiers pierced 
the litter in which Odtavianus ufed to be carried on account 
of his indifpofition; whence a report was fpread, and for 
fome time believed, that he was flain. In the mean time 
Brutus, charging the; enemy in front, eafily put them to 
flight, as they were in great confternation at the lofs of 
their camp, cut three whole legions in pieces on the fpot, 
and purfued the fugitives with dreadful flaughter, the plain 
being, to a great diftance, ftrewed with dead bodies. Thus 
was the enemy’s left wing entirely defeated by the brave 
Brutus, who, as O&avianus was no-where to be found, 
began to believe, that the republic was delivered from the 
worft of her tyrants. He was confirmed in this belief by 
fome of his foldiers, who aflerted, that they had killed 
O&avianus, {hewed him their fwords all bloody, and de¬ 
scribed bis age and perfon *. Brutus took a great many of 
the enemy’s enfigns, and three eagles. 

P Plut. in Bruto. Flor. lib. iv. cap. 7. V«ll. Patcrc. lib. li. cap. 70. 
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Brutus, by engaging too far in the purfuit, left the wing, 
which Caflius commanded, naked, and feparated from the 
r/u lift reft of the army. Antony, who well knew how to take ad~ 
*"*•?"*■ raritage of this overfigbt, charged the enemy in front , and 
It- at l ^ e f ame time detached fome legions, with orders to 
feaitd, and crofs the marfh, and fall upon their flank, which was left 
kis tamp open arid unguarded. The firft (hock was terrible: An- 

taken. tony, according to fome writers, retired into the marfh, to 

avoid the fury of it, and did not again appear till the enemy 
began to give ground. Be that as it may, both parties fought 
with an unparalleled bravery and refolution. Antony’s 
troops, notrwithftanding their utmoft efforts. Could make 
no imprefilon upon Cafiins’s front; but in the mean time 
the detached legionsjthaving opened a paffage through the 
marfh, fell unexpectedly upon his flank, and, after a long 
and vigorous refinance, put them to the rout. The run¬ 
aways fled to their camp, whither the triumvir’s men pur. 
fued them, and, finding it weakly guarded, quickly made 
themfelves matters of it. This difafter occafioned fo general 
a confternation in the reft of the army, who ftill maintain¬ 
ed their ground in the plain with great intrepidity, that 
firft the cavalry, and afterwards the foot, began to give 
way, and fly towards the fea. Caflius on this occafion did 
all that could be expefted from a man of courage. He re¬ 
turned feveral times to the charge, at the head of his 
guards, and the few men he could rally; and, fnatching 
an enfign out of the hand of the ftandard-bearer, who fled, 
carried it himfelf: but, being no longer able to keep to¬ 
gether even his praetorian band, or guards, he was forced 
to retire, with a fmall number of attendants, to a rifing- 
ground near the city of Philippi K 

Brutus, believing he had gained a complete victory, was 
reading back his troops, loaded with plunder, when, cafting 
his eyes upon that of Caflius, he was furprifed, that he could 
not perceive any tents ftanding, not even the general’s, 
w ich ufed to appear, at a great diftance, above the reft. 
&ome who were about him, and had a more quick anddif- 
eermng fight, acquainted him that they diftmguifhed a great 
many arms ihining about his tent, and filver targets moving 
to and fro, which, they thought, could not belong to thafe 
who had been left to guard the eamp. On the other fide, 
there did not appear To many dead bodies about the place, 
as would have been after the defeat of fo many legions. 
However, Brums, Tufting Caffios’s misfortune, left a 
luHicient guard m the enemy’s camp, recalled his troops 

* Pint, in Brim* 


from 



The Raman Hifiary* 

from the -purfuit, and marched with all poffible expedition 
to the relief of his colleague, who, from the top of the hill 
whither he had retired, difcovered nothing, as he was 
(hort-fighted, except the deftru&ion of his camp, and even 
that in a confufed manner; but thofe who were with him, 
acquainted him, that they faw a great body of horfe moving 
towards him. As Cafliua knew nothing of the victory ana 
march of Brutus, he took them to be a party of the enemy 
fent in purfuit of him. However, he ordered out Titinius, 
one of his mbit intimate friends, to get more certain intel¬ 
ligence. As foon as Brutus’s cavalry perceived him,thofe who 
were his more familiar acquaintance, (houting for joy, and, 
alighting from their horfes, faluted and embraced him, 
while the reft, who knew him to of Caffius’s chief 

favourites, rode round him, as it were in triumph, alking 
him, “ What news of his general ?” 

Caffius, obferving this feene, and believing the horfemen, 
who difmounted to embrace Titinius, had taken him pri- 
fcner, cried out, “ Alas ! to preferve the remains of a mi- 
fenible life, I have expofed my beft friend to be taken by 
the enemy before my face.” Having thus fpoken, he re¬ 
tired into a tent with Pindarus, one of his freedmen, whom 
he had referved for fuch an occafion ever Cnee the un¬ 
happy battle of Carrhae. We have no authentic account of 
what pafied there; but Cailius’s head was found lying fevered 
from his body, and Pindarus never appeared afterwards: 
whence fome fufpe&ed he had killed his mafter without 
his command ‘. A few minutes after Caffius’s death, his 
attendants perceived who the horfemen were, and faw Ti¬ 
tinius, crowned with garlands in token of Brutus’s vidlory, 
haftening towards them with the cavalry •, but their joy was 
foon turned into the deepeft melancholy and affli&ion. 
Titinius efpecially was inconfolable, when he was informed 
of the unfortunate miftake and death of his general. He 
burft into tears, and crying out, “ My long ftay has been 
the occafion of his death,” he drew his fword, and killed 
himfelf upon the body of his friend. Brutus, upon the 
firft advice of the defeat of Caffius, flew to his affiftance ; 
hut was ignorant of his death till he came near his camp. 
Then, fhedding many tears over' his body, he called him 
the laft of the Romans. He caufed his body to be privately 
conveyed to the ifland of Thafus, left the celebrating of 
his funeral within the camp might difliearten the troops, 
and occafion great diforder» He then afiembled the fol- 

1 Pint, in Bruto. Appian. p. 655.. Veil. Patercul. lib. vii. cap. 
70 - Dio, lib. xlvii. p. 35*. Val. Max. lib. vi. cap. 8. 
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diers of the deceafed general, comforted them, and to makd 
them amends for the lofles they had fullained, promifed to 
each man two thoufand drachmas. 

Caffius was generally efteemed one of the beft com¬ 
manders of his age, and had given fignal proofs of an ex¬ 
traordinary courage, and knovrlege of the military art, in 
Crsffus's unhappy expedition again# the Parthian®. It was 
commonly faid, as Plutarch informs us, “ that Brutus hated 
the tyrannical power, and Caffius only the tyrant,” on ac¬ 
count of a private grudge; but in all probability that was 
reinforced by the republican principles which he had avowed 
from his early youth. 

Brutus, now the foie commander of two numerous ar¬ 
mies, thought it advisable to withdraw his troops from the 
camp of OXavianus, which he had taken. Antony, like- 
wife, when informed of the total overthrow of his colleague, 
abandoned that of Caffius, which he did not think himfelf 
in a condition to defend again# the victorious troops of 
Brutus } fo that both armies returned to their former ports. 

The triumvirs, not yet informed of the death of Caffius, 
were greatly diflieartened, having loft above fixteen thou¬ 
fand of their beft legionaries; whereas, on the enemy’s 
fide, there were not {lain eight thoufand men, teckoning 
even the futlers and fervants of the army. Befides, provi- 
fions were become very fcarce in their camp} and they faw 
no poffible means of receiving new fupplies, either by fea 
or laud. Thefe melancholy reflexions had almoft reduced 
them to defpair, when a fervant of Caffius, named Deme¬ 
trius, coming in the evening to Antony, gave him an ac¬ 
count of the tragical end of Caffius; and, at the fame time, 
delivered to him the garment which he had taken from hi9 
matter’s dead body, and his fword ftill bloody. Antony, 
overjoyed at the news, immediately imparted them to his 
colleague; and they both agreed to draw out their forces 
next morning by day-break, to try whether they could 
bring Brutus to a battle, before his men recovered them- 
felves from the terror and confirmation which, they knew, 
the defeat and death of Caffius mull have occafianed j but 
Brutus, having his own camp filled with prifoners, who re¬ 
quired a numerous guard, .and finding ffiat of Caffius, ip 
great diforder, kept clofe in bis entrenchments k . 

Antony and OXavianus, finding they could not force Bru¬ 
tus to battle, were greatly at a lofs what meafures to take. 
All their dependence was on a fleet, which they expeXed 
hourly from Italy, having on board great quantities of pro- 


*Plut. inBruto. Appian. p. 6j«. Dion,p.3SJ. 
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vifioit, two legions of veterans, one of which was that of 
Mars, a praetorian cohort, and a confiderable body of ca¬ 
valry ; but while they were comforting themfelves with 
the hopes of the fpeedy arrival of this powerful fupply, 
news were brought them, that their fleet, under the com- The trmrn * 
mand of Cneius Domitius Calvinus, had been entirely de- wi' fleet 
feated, and moll of their fhips, with the foldiers on board, < 

either funk, or taken, by Cneius Domitius Ahenobarbus, 
and Lucius Statius Mureus, the two admirals of the adverfe 
party. Some of their fhips, indeed, found means to fave 
themfelves among the rocks of the Adriatic Sea; but, be¬ 
ing there blocked up by the enemy, both the foldiers and 
mariners, after having confumed all their provifions, were 
forced by famine to feed upon the and tackle of their 
fhips, which they boiled with the pitch and greafe they had 
prepared for careening their vends. Thi6 victory was 
gained on the fame day in which the battle of Philippi 
was fought} and the news of fo great an overthrow, 
which foon reached the triumvirs, fo difcouraged them, 
that they now began to look upon their affairs as quite 
defperate. 

As they were encamped in a low ground, furrounded The bad 
with tnarfhes, and a great quantity of rain, as ufually hap- filiation of 
pens in autumn, had fallen after the battle, which filled the 
their tents with mire and water, diftempers began to reign 
in both armies, and daily carry off 7 great numbers of men. 

On the other hand, Brutus had fuificient provifions to fup- 
port his army for a long time, was very advantageoufly 
polled, his camp being fecure from the injuries of the wea¬ 
ther, and inacceflible to the enemy ; and, as be was abfo- 
lute mailer of the fea, he could receive whatever necefiaries 
he wanted from Alia, Africa, Sicily, and Spain. The tri¬ 
umvirs, finding themfelves in this defperate condition, left 
nothing unattempted which could provoke the foldiers of 
Brutus to mutiny againlt their general for declining an en¬ 
gagement. They drew out their troops day after day, and 
marched in battle-array up to the gates of the enemy’s 
camp ; but Brutus, who knew that their boldnefs proceeded 
from, defpair, remained quiet, not doubting but he Ihould 
foon fee them moulder away, and, by a lhameful flight, 
abandon both Greece and Macedon to the mercy of his 
troops. The triumvirs, finding they could not bring Bru¬ 
tus to a battle, detached two legions to take pofleflion of a 
tiling-ground which Br*itus had thought proper to aban¬ 
don after the late battle. About fix hundred paces from 
thence, towards the fea, they polled ten legions, and two 

more 
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more at a ftiiall diftance' from them, with a defign to cut 
off the communication between the enemy’s army and fleets. 

Brutus caufed feveral works to be carried on from his 
camp quite to the {hore, and by thefe means kept a free 
communication with the fea ; but as feveral fkirmilhes hap¬ 
pened between the foldiers of the oppofite parties, who co¬ 
vered their workmen, in which Brutus’s men had the ad- 
Brutut's vantage, they were fo elated with this fuccefs, that they 
troops be- began to mutiny, and, afiembling in crouds, afk their ge- 
?/«>!«»</ neral > “ What cowardice he had lately obferved in them, 
demand to that they rauft be thus, like prifoners, kept within their en- 
be led out trenchmcnts, and not fuffered to make ufe of their arms, 
againfi the and exert that courage which had but a few days before 
enemp, proved fo fatal to e&fc enemy who now infulted them.” 

Brutus endeavoured to reftrain their unfeafonable ardor, by 
representing the defperate pofture of the enemy’s affairs, 
and the happy fituation of their own ; but all to no pur* 
pofe: though the forces of the triumvirs were reduced to 
the utmoft extremity, and a confiderable body of German 
troops, to avoid ftarving in their camp, had deferted, and 
given the mutineers a full account of their miferies ; yet. 
By an unaccountable obftinacy, they ftill perfifted in de¬ 
manding to be led out againft the enemy, whom they de¬ 
fied to conquer, not by famine, but valour; nay, becaufe 
the prudent general refufed to comply with their requeft, 
feveral Romans, as well as auxiliaries, abandoned him, and 
went over to the enemy. 

This defertion gave Brutus great concern, which was in- 
Creafed by the diforders that happened daily in the camp 
of Caffius, whofe foldiers, become headftrong and intraft- 
able fince the death of their general, refufed to obey the 
uMdVto °* Cer whom Brutus had appointed in his room. In thefe 
theinipor• j-ircumftances Btutus yielded at laft to the importunity of 
tunny of “is foldiers, and refolved to end his own cares, and thofe 
tke/oldiery. of the Roman world, by a general and decifive a£lion ; 

which all the ancients tell us he would never have hazarded, 
had he been informed of the late advantage gained by his 
fleet: but of that important victory he received no intelli¬ 
gence till twenty days after j that .is, till the very evening 
before the fight *, when it was too late for him to alter*his 
meafures. Brutus, at length determined to put the whole 
to the iffue of a general a aion, commanded all the pri¬ 
foners he had taken in the laft battle to be put to the fword, 
that he might not be deprived of»the ufe of thofe foldiers 

1 Hut. in Bruto. 

who 
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who wete employed in guarding them: a barbarous ftep, 
which his admirers feek to excufe or palliate, by quoting 
the example of Antony and Odavianus; a plea as abfurd 
as the occafion of it was inhuman. Befides, Plutarch tells 
US it was a ftep taken at the inftigation of Cafca, exafpe- 
rated by fome larcafms of two buffoons who happened to 
be among the prifonersi 

Brutus, having thus rid his hands of his prifoners, af- 
fembled his foldiers the day before the battle ; and, in order 
to roufe their courage, promifed them the pillage of Thef- 
falonica and Lacedsemon, two cities which had fided with 
the triumvirs. This was another inftance of the great cle¬ 
mency, moderation, and juftice of this celebrated Roman, 
which even his panegyrift Plutarch i^ibliged to give^jp to 
reprobation. Having thus encouraged his men, and made 
the neceffary preparations for the next day’s engagement, 
he retired late in the night to his tent, when the fpedre, 
which had promifed to meet him at Philippi, is faid to have 
appeared to him again in the fame fhape as it had affirmed 
before, but vanifhed in an inftant, without one word being 
uttered on either fide. 

Next morning he chofe his ground like an able general, 
forming his lines at a fmall diftance from bis camp, that he 
might have a fafe retreat in cafe of any misfortune.. Then 
riding through the ranks, “ Fellow-foldiers (faid he), you 
have defired to engage the enemy in the open field, when 
you might have gained a complete vidory by continuing 
inadive within your intrenchments; but this kind of vic¬ 
tory you defpifed, as not honourable enough for men of 
your bravery; you are for purchafing glory at the expence 
of your blood. It is therefore now incumbent upon you to 
fummon all that boldnefs with which you demanded bat¬ 
tle, to maintain the honour of your firfl vidory, and to 
anfwer the trull which I have repofed in your valour. 
Whether Rome is to enjoy an uninterrupted happinefs and 
liberty, or be condemned to eternal ilavery, and endlefs ca¬ 
lamities, this day will decide.” Antony and Odavianus 
were utterly altonilbed when they firft obferved tbe ufual 
fignal of battle expofed on the tent of Brutus. Overjoyed 
at this unexpeded refolution, they ordered their men 
to prepare immediately for battle; but did not quit their 
intrenchments before three in the afternoon, when they 
marched out like familhed lions, as Appian expreffes it, 
againft their prey. Their generals, to encourage them, 
promifed to each foldicr five hundred drachmas after the 
vidory, painting to them, at the fame time, in moft lively 
colours, the inexprdliblemiferies and calamities which they 
Voi.XI|. G mull 
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ijiuft unavoidably endure if overcome. “ You have but 
two things to choofe (faid they), to conquer, or perilh by 
the molt miferable of all deaths, famine.” 

Having fpoken to this effect, they ordered their men to 
advance with a flow pace againft. the enemy, who kept their 
ground, ready to receive them. When the two armies were 
near each other, Brutus had the mortification to fee a brave 
knight, named Cumulatus, whom he highly efteemed for 
his valour, abandon his poft, and go over to the enemy. 
Fearing others might follow the example, he caufed the 
fignal of battle to be given immediately, and charged the 
enemy’s left wing, commanded by O&avianus, with fuch 
intrepidity, vigour, and refolution, that all gave way be¬ 
fore Mm. As the c^julry of 0 £lavianus was put into the 
utmoft diforder at the firfl onfet, Brutus’s horfe broke in 
among the enemy’s foot, and made a dreadful havock of 
the legionaries. While the brave Brutus was thus figna- 
lizing himfelf in the right wing, his left, commanded by 
the lieutenants of Caflius, men altogether unequal to that 
charge, was hard prefled by Antony. Caffius’s cavalry in- 
ftantly fled, leaving the flank of the wing in which they 
were polled naked and unguarded. Then the infantry, in 
danger of being furrounded, widened their ranks to the 
right and left, that they might oppofe the enemy every way; 
but as this extenfion weakened them, they were, at the firfl 
onfet, broken and difordered by the clofe battalions of An¬ 
tony. The plain was foon covered with the fugitives; 
fome of them making towards the camp, others flying to 
the fea-fide ; but moll of them repairing to the right wing, 
to take (heltcr among the vi£lorions troops of Brutus. An¬ 
tony did not purfue them ; but, like an experienced gene¬ 
ral, marched dire&ly againft Brutus, and attacked his rear 
with incredible fury. x 

That commander performed, on this occafion, all that 
cpuld be expe&ed from an expert general, and valiant fol- 
dier; but Cailius’s troops, which were overthrown in the 
left wing, crowding in among his ranks, and carrying with 
them, wherever they came, defpair and confufion, turned 
the fcale in favour of the enemy, after Brutus had for a 
long time maintained his ground againft all the forces of 
the united armies. His lines were at length broken, and 
put into diforder. He attempted feveral times to bring 
them back to the charge } but aU his. endeavours proved 
Unfuccefsful. Being furrounded- on all fides, and over¬ 
powered by the numerous forces of Antony and O&avia- 
nus, he was in imminent danger of being either cut in 
pieces,, or falling alive into the haadref his ntoft inveterate 
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tnehiies. On this occafion many of his belt officers were 
killed in endeavouring to fave their general, who, with 
their affiftance, breaking through the enemy’s battalions 
that furrounded them, retreated from the field of battle. 

Among the few who attended him, was one Lucilius 
Lucinus, an intimate friend, who, obferving a body of 
Thracian horfe, under the command of Rhafcus, the bro* 
ther of Rhafcupolis, not regarding any other in the purfuit, 
but making direflly towards Brutus, refolved to flop them, 
and fave the life of his general, at the hazard of his own. 
Accordingly, without acquainting Brutus with his defign, cm- 
he halted till the Thracians came up, and furrounded him. trivanctof 
Then he cried out, that he was Brutus ; and begging quar- Lucilius to 
ter, defired they would carry him tSPAntony •, pretrading, f™* Bru ~ 
that he feared Odfavianus, but could truft the other. The 
Thracians, thinking themfelves happy in their prey, imme¬ 
diately detached fome of their body to acquaint Antony 
with their good fortune; and, in the mean time, giving 
over the puifuit, returned with their prifoner. The report 
being fpread in an inftant all over the army, that Brutus 
was taken, and that the Thracians were bringing him alive 
to Antony, both foldiers and officers flocked together from 
all parts to fee him. Some pitied his misfortune ; others 
accufed him of a meannefs unbecoming his former glory, 
for fuffering himfelf to fall a prey to barbarians. Antony 
was not a little concerned at this adventure, being quite at 
a lofs, in what manner he fhould receive, and how he 
fhould treat his illuftrious captive rbut he was foon delivered 
from his uneafinefs ; for, as the Thracians approached, he 
knew the prifoner who had puffed himfelf upon the Thra¬ 
cians for Brutus -, who now, addreflmg the triumvir with a 
generous confidence, “ Be allured, Antony (faid he), that 
no enemy either has, or ever fhall take Marcus Brutus alive. 

Forbid it, ye gods, that fortune fhould ever prevail fo much 
above virtue! But let him be found, dead or alive, he will 
certainly be found in fuch a ftate as is worthy of him. As 
for me, I have delivered myfelf up to fave him, and am 
now ready to fuflfer whatever torments you think proper to 
inflift upon me, without demanding, or expecting, any 
quarter.” 

Antony, touched with the fidelity, virtue, and generality Antony's 
of Lucilius, turned to the Thracians, enraged at their dif- gtnerojty. 
appointment, and addrefled them thus: “ I perceive, my 
felfow-foldiers, that you are concerned, and full of refent- 
mettt, for having been thus impofed upon by Lucilius; but 
he allured, that you have met with a booty better than 
that which you foughtfoi 1 s you wete in fearch of an enemy. 
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and have brought me a friend. I was truly at a lofs hott I 
fhould have ufed Brutus, if you had brought him to me 
alive; but of this I am fure, that it is better to have fuch 
a man as Lucilius our friend than our enemy.” Having 
thus fpoken, he embraced Lucilius, and commended him 
to the care of one of his friends. Such generous behaviour 
won the heart of Lucilius, who ever after continued in¬ 
violably attached to the intereft of his friend and benefac¬ 
tor m . After this incident, both Antony and O&avianus 
marched with their victorious legions in purfuit of the ene¬ 
my’s broken and difperfed forces, making a dreadful 
llaughter of the fugitives. Some of the officers of Brutus 
choie rather to die fword in hand than take quarter, and 
furvive all hopes of fusing the republic reftored. Among 
thefe was the fon of Cato, who, though in every other 
refpeCt degenerate from the virtue of his father, Bill retain¬ 
ed that republican enthufiafm which he had imbibed in his 
education. 

What hap- The contrivance of Lucilius gave Brutus an opportunity 

pened to 0 f pjfTijjg a little brook encompafied with rocks, and ihaded 
a/ur’tke w ‘ £ h trees. Being overtaken by the night, he repoled in 
lofs of the an hollow place at the foot of a rock, attended with a 
battle- fmall number of his friends and officers. There, lifting up 
his eves to heaven, he repeated two Greek verfes, one of 
which Volumnius, who attended him, forgot; but remem¬ 
bered the other, which was the following, out of theMedea 
of Euripides: 

Puniffi, great Jove, the author of thefe ills : 

By which it was thought he meant Antony, who remem¬ 
bered and repeated it, when, after the battle of ACtium, 
he was reduced to the neceffity of laying violent hands on 
himfelf. 

Brutus, underftanding that he was invefted by the ene¬ 
my, exhorted' thofe who were with him to make fome 
attempt to reach their camp before day-light; for he 
conjectured, that he had not loll many of his men, and 
that thofe who had efcaped had taken refuge there. Sta- 
tilius undertook to pafs through the enemy, and go by hiip- 
felf to the camp, promifmg, if it was not taken, to hold 
up a lighted torch for a fignal, and return immediately. 
Statilius arrived fafe, and held up the torch; which gave 
Brutus fome hopes of retrieving his affairs. He waited a 
long time for the return of Statilius, faying, « If Statilius 


• Hut. in Bruto, 
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fee alive, he will come back;” but he was (lain, on his re¬ 
turn, by the enemy. 

Brutus, tired with waiting, and day now beginning to 
dawn, whifpered fomethirg in the ear of Clytus, one of his 
domeftics, who returned him no anfwer, but burft into tears. 

Then Brutus, taking afide Dardanus, his armour-bearer, 
had fome difcourfe with him in private, and afterwards ad- 
drefled himfelf to Volumnius in Greek ; conjuring him, 
by their common ftudies, and ancient friendfhip, to draw 
his fword, and put an end to his life. Volumnius, and 
after him feveral others, anfwered him only with their 
tears. One of them, to divert Brutus from laying violent 
hands on himfelf, ftarting up, “ There is no ftaying here 
hny longer, faid he ; we muft all fyl’ “ Yes (anfwered 
Brutus), we muft fly indeed, not with ouf feet, but with 
our hands.” Then taking each of them by the hand, he 
told them with a ehearful countenance, that it was an Hislafl 
infinite fatisfa&ion to him to find, that none of his friends wn* tt 
had proved falfe to him ; that he did not complain of for- hisfrunds. 
tune for his own, but for his country’s fake; that as for 
himfelf, he thought he was much more happy than thofe 
who had conquered, not only refpefting what was part, 
but even in his prefent condition, fince he fhould enjoy that 
reputation which always follows virtue, and which tyranny 
and injuftice could never defefve. He befought his friends 
to provide for their own fafety, telling them, that he 
hoped Antony and Octavianus, fatisfied with his death, 
would purfue their'revenge no farther. He then withdrew, 
with two or three only of his peculiar friends. Among 
thefe wasStrato, an Epirote, with whom he had contracted 
an acquaintance, when they ftudied rhetoric together. To 
him Brutus had recourfe, conjuring him, by their ancient 
friendfhip, to give him the laft proof of his afleClioti, by 
performing that friendly office which the others had de¬ 
clined. As Strato could not be prevailed upon to imbrue 1 
his hands in the blood of his friend, Brutus called one of Yr. of FI, 
his Haves; and then the faithful Epirote, crying out, *313. 

“ Forbid, ye gods, it fhould ever be faid, that Brutus died ^ nte c * lr - 
by the hand of a flave for want of a friend,” covered his u. c. 5 !,,. 
eyes with his left arm, and prefented the point of his fword ' 
to Brutus, who threw himfelf upon it with fuch vio- The death 
lence, that it pierced him through, and he expired im- Brutus, 
mediately \ > 

* Plut. in Bruto. Liv. lib. cxxiv. Veil. Patercul. lib. ii. cap, 74- 
Appian. lib. iv. p. <65, $66. 

'G 3 Thus 
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Hit da- Thins fell Brutus, in the forty-third year of his age ; and 

taStr. with him fell the laft hope of the expiring republic : for it; 

mull be owned, his conduCt was founded on real patrio- 
tifm j and his character was of fucih importance as to juftify 
the expectation of thofe who thought the conftitution of 
the republic might be re-eftablifhed. Brutus inherited from 
nature a good capacity, which had been carefully culti¬ 
vated. He had ftudied philofophy with great attention ; 
and wrote feveral treatifes which are now loft. He was 
learned, eloquent, brave, liberal, and naturally humane ; 
and his private life without blemilh or reproach. Whether 
he carried his enthufiaftic love of liberty too far, in mur¬ 
dering his friend and benefactor, is a queftion that will af¬ 
ford matter of difpja*, as long as thp memory of that 
tranfaCtion remains. 

T/te gene- Antony being informed of the death of Brutus, flew to 
rpfity of the place where the body ftill lay, beheld it with grief and 

ntenji. tears, caft his purple mantlg, of great value over it, and 

charged one of his freed-men to take care of his funeral. 
Some time after, being told that the fervant had not burnt 
the mantle with the corpfe, and had detained part of the 
money which was to be expended iu the funeral, he ordered 
him to be put to death. OCtavianus, who was more actuat¬ 
ed by the fpirit of revenge againft him, as the murderer of 
his father, caufed the head 6f Brutus to be cut off, that it 
migh t be fent to Rome and laid at the feet of Csefar’s ftatue "4 
but, in the paflage from Dyrrachium, a violent ftorm arif- 
ing, it was, probably out of fuperftition, thrown into the 
fea p. The reft of the body was burnt by Antony’s order, 
and the afhes were conveyed in an.urn to Servilia, mother 
of the deceafed (I). 

ifrufuj's ^ futus w as no fooner known in his camp, 

men Jubmit than thofe who had retired thither, to the number of four- 
to the can- teen thoufand men, fubmitted upon honourable terms to 
juerors. the two victorious generals. Others fled into the iflajid of 

°Plut. in Anton. & Brut. Appian. lib. iv. p. 468 . Suet, in Oc¬ 
tavio, cap. 13, p Dio, lib. xlvii. p. 356. 

(I). A s for Porcia his wife, allures us, that in his time was 
Valerius Micqinus, and Nico- ftill extant a letter of Brutus'to 
luus, the Peripatetic philofo- his friends, wherein he la- 
P,i te ^ u8 > th® 1 being re- merited the death of Porcia, 
lolvea not tp outlive her huf- and complained of them for 
band, fhe killed herfelf by fwal- fuffering her to die of mclan- 
ibwing live coals; but Plutarch choly (1). 

(0 Plut. in Brut. 

Thafus, 
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Thafus, and from thence efcaped into Afii. Antony and 
> Ottavianus found in Brutus’s camp plenty of arms and pro 
vifions, with immenfe fums of money, which enabled them 
to fttisfy immediately forne of their veterans, whom they 
difbanded foon after the battle, being glad to get rid of men 
who, proud of their fervices, began to ufurp an authority 
even over their generals. By this victory the triumvirs 
eftablilhcd the authority they had ufurped,and became mas¬ 
ters of the whole Roman empire, Sicily alone excepted, 
which was ftill held by SextU3, the fon of Pompcy the 
Great ■> though the oppoGtion they met with from him was 
not very considerable. 



CHAP. LI. 


The Htjlory of Rome , from the Death of Brutus 
and Ca'ffius to the Settlement of the Empire by 
Obiavtanus. 

X H E firft days after tbe battle were fpent by the tri- Srvtral 
umvirs in punilhing foch of their perfonal enemies Ulufirim 
d tbe misfortune to fall- into their hands. Antony, eitixtnt 
after having reproached HortenGus with The death of his 
brother Caius, caufert him to be Gain on his tomb. He haaJim 
likewife put to death Varro, an itlulfrious fenator, who had tkttnjtbves. 
on all occnfions expreffed an irreconcilcable hatred to him, 
and could not forbear reproaching the triumvir, even when 
he was in his power, with his debauched and fcandalous 
life, which, he faid, he would one day end with an unhappy 
and tragical death. Livius Drufus, the father of that Li. 
via who was afterwards married to Auguftus, killed him- 
felf in his tent. Quintilius Varus, after having adorned 
himfelf with all the enfigns of the honours and dignities he 
had borne, cbofe rather to die by the hands of his freed- 
men, than to be evpofed to the intuits of a mercilefs enemy. 
Ocbvianus, on this occaGon, adled with fuch cruelty as cruelty of 
left an'indelible ftain upon his reputation. He feemsfrom 0 Soviet • 
the beginning to have been aftuated by an implacable fpirit »• 
of revenge againfl the authors of Csetar's death, whom he 
conGdered as the moft infamous aflaffins. 

The triumvirs having thus facrificed to the powers of re¬ 
venge, began to deliberate on the proper meafures for bring¬ 
ing the war to a period, and extinginlhing the tail remains 
of oppofition to their dcGgns. Pompcy was ftill in ppfief- 
G 4 Con 
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fion of Sicily; Domitiua Ahenobarbus, and Statius Mureus, 
the admirals of Brutus, commanded two powerful fleets 
the former on the coafts of Macedon, the latter in the Ionian 
fea. Caffius Parmenfis (K), one of the confpirators, having 
been left in Afia, by Brutus and Caffius, with a confiderable 
fleet, and a competent number of forces, to keep the eaftem 
provinces in awe, upon the news of Brutus’ overthrow and 
death, reinforced his fleet with thirty Rhodian ffiips, which 
he manned with Romans; and being joined by Clodius, 
governor of Rhodes, at the head of three thoufand men, by 
Lepidus, from Crete, with the garrifon which Brutus had 
left there, by Clodius, lor ulus, young Cicero, and many 
other perfons of diftindion, who had fled into Afia, gave no 
fmall umbrage to thp^iiumvirs, ° 

In a private conference between them, it was agreed, that 
Antony ffiould march into the Eaft, and fettle thofe pro¬ 
vinces ; and that Odavianus ffiould lead the old troops into 
Ifaly, put them in poflTeffion of the lands which bad been 
prom lied them, and force young Potppey from a retreat, 
which ferved for an afylum to all the zealous republicans. 
Before they parted they diffianded all their veterans, except 
eight thoufand, after having fatisfied them in part, with the 
money they had left, and what they found in the camp of 
Brutus. Of the remaining forces Odavianus took with him 
into Italy four legions, and four thoufand horfe;*Antony 
retaining fix legions and ten thoufand horfe 1 ). 

. A , nd now the tw ° conquerors feparated, Odavianus tak- 
mg his route towards Dyrrachium, in order to return to 
Italy, and Antony marching into Greece with a defign to 
FewT" fron \ thenc T ! into Alia. Odavianus arrived in a 

to fotl™ T? 1 ' “ ^ rrachlum > where we leave him 
to follow Antony in his memorable, but to him fatal ex- 

C d *“°" * nt ° th e Eaft. After fo complete a vidory he re- 
manateH ”5 Gl 5 e ®f* I . a8 the C0Lmtr y where flattery was 
Si!^ EV* de ' Cacy: there he to °k Pleafure in 
fonherfin aJ ri' V T C,t ! Zen ’ at the Allpotos of the philo- 
5 Chp0 L*? nd academies of Athens, in feeing 
of the Gree^ F 311 ^ fr ^ Uentin S the «%ious ceremonies 

but above aJ tJl ° f ft y Jed Lover of Greece, 
but above all, the Lover of Athens, he adminiftered juftice 

s Appian. p, 6 7 z, 6 r j. £)J 0f 15bi X | vii! p 3ig 
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there with great equity, and made very confiderable pee. 
f en ts to the city, though he was himfelf in great want of 
money, his military cheft being almoft drained by the fum» 
he and his colleague had diftributed among the veterans after 
the battle. Before he left Attica, he caufed an exaft fur- 
vey to be made of the temple of Apollo Pythius, as if he 
defigned to repair it; but he dropped that projeft on his 
arrival in Alia, whither he marched with all his forces, 
leaving Lucius Cenforinus, one of his lieutenants, to go¬ 
vern Greece in his abfence. 

In Afia, all the kings and princes who acknowleged the 
Roman power, came to pay their homage to him, many of 
them bringing with them their wives and daughters, to gain 
the triumvir’s favour by their charms.MiThe queens rivalled 
one another, who fhould make him the moll magnificent 
prefent, or appear mod charming in his eyes. This croud 
of fovereigns, who daily attended his levee, and waited upon 
him wherever he went, with their praifes and fubmiffions, 
moft agreeably foothed his ambitious and voluptuous tem¬ 
per ; but nothing pleafed him fo much as the reception he 
met with at Ephefus. There the women went out to meet 
him in the habits they ufed to wear when they folemnized 
the feafts of Bacchus, and the men and boys drefied like 
fatyrs and fauns. Nothing was to be feen throughout the 
town but fpears wreathed with ivy, harps, flutes and haut¬ 
boys, while they ftyled Antony in their fongs, “ Bacchus 
the gracious and the gentleand fo indeed he was to fome, 
but others he treated with great inhumanity. He pardoned 
all thofe of Brutus’s party who furrendered themfelves to 
him, except Petronius, who was one of the confpirators, 
and Quintus, who was charged with betraying Dolabellato 
Caffius in Laodicea. But then he ftripped feveral rich citi¬ 
zens of their eftates to gratify his flatterers and buffoons (L). 

As the chief bufinefs which had brought him into Afia, 
was the railing of the neceflary fums for fatisfying the vic¬ 
torious legions, he fummoned the deputies of all the fub- 
iefts and allies of Rome to meet at Ephefus ; and after hav¬ 
ing reproached them with aflifting Brutus and Caffius, he 
acquainted them with the great promifesheand his colleague 
had made to their twenty-eight conquering legions, amount¬ 
ing in all to a hundred and fiftythoufand men, and upwards; 
and then concluded thus : “ You may judge of the fums 
we want from the number of our foldiers, and the promifes 

(L) Thus one of his cooks, as his reward, the fine houfc 
having dreffed him a fupper to of a wealthy citizen of Mag- 
his .afte, begged, and obtained nefia. 
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we have made them. This necelfity has obliged my coi- 


eitus. 


league to go into Italy, where he has taken upon him to re¬ 
ward them with lands and houfes, from which he will be 
obliged to drive out the ancient proprietors : but I will treat 
you with more humanity, being unwilling to deprive you of 
your inheritances, or drive you from your temples and the 
fepulchres of your forefathers. As you would run the 
fortune of our enemies in war, now that the gods have been 
pleafed to grant the victory, not according to your wifhes, 
but their own juftice, we ought to treat you a3 the allies, or 
rather as the accomplices, of our foes, and inflift upon you 
fome exemplary punilhment: but as the laws of humanity 
will not always allow the punilhments to be proportionable 
to the crimes, inftejij of other penalties, we fliall content 
ourfelves with a fuln of money, the fame you gave our ene¬ 
mies, ten years tribute: but as you paid it to them in two 
years time, we require it in one. This is the only puniih- 
ment we intend to inflift upon you, which we fhould very 
readily forgive, were notour exigencies very prefling.” At 
thefe words the deputies threw themfelves at Antony’s feet, 
remonftrating, with tears in their eyes, that their affifting 
Brutus and Caflius could not be criminal, fince they had 
been forced to it by fuch cruel ufage, as rendered them ra¬ 
ther objefts of pity than puniftunent \ and that, as to the 
fums which were demanded, it was not in tbeir^power to 
raife them ; for Brutus and Caflius had ftripped them, not 
only of all their gold and fiber in fpecie, but likewife of 
their plate, the furniture of their houfes, and of all the or¬ 
naments of their cities and temples. Antony continuing 
inflexible, Hybreas, an orator and agent for fome of the 
Afiatic cities, riling up, “ Since you are determined (faid 
he) to double our taxes, pray take care, that our fummers 
and autumns be doubled too ; otherwife we fliall never be 
able to fatisfy your demands.” This liberty of fpeech did 
not difpleafe Antony, who was naturally good humoured, 
and loved raillery. 

The deputies prevailed at length upon the triumvir to be 
contented with the tribute of nine years, to be paid in two r : 
fo that all the princes, kings, and free ftates of Alia, were 
obl ‘S ed to lay heavy burthens on their fubjefls for the pay- 
Wl mem of this fum ; which reduced them, after the exorbi¬ 

tant taxes with which Caflius had loaded them, almoft to a 
ftate of beggary *. After this exa&ion Antony made a pro- 
grefs through the provinces of Alia, exhibiting everywhere 
extraordinary demonflrations of generofity and good nature. 
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* Pbt. in Anton. Appian.ljb. v. p. 673, 674. 
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He pardoned Ludus, brother of Caflius, and feveral otherg 
of the adverfe party, who, upon the fame of his clemency, 
flocked to him from all quarters : but he continued impla¬ 
cable to the murderers of Cspfar. He freed the Xanthian* 
from all tribute, and perfuaded them to rebuild their city. 

To the Rhodians, whom Caflius had treated with great fe- 
verity, he gave the i (lands of Andros, Tenos, Naxos, and 
Myndus. The inhabitants of Tarfus and Laodicea he like- 
wife exempted from all taxes. Neither was be unmindful 
of the Athenians, to whom he granted the iflands of Angi¬ 
na, Teos, Cea, Sciathus, and Peparethus 1 ; fo that the 
whole weight of the exorbitant contributions, amounting 
to two hundred thousand talents, fell upon the inhabitants 
of Alia, properly fo called, of Syria,,Jhrygia, Myfia, Ga¬ 
latia, Cappadocia, Cilicia, and Pajseitihe. 

Antony, arriving in Cilicia, difpatched Dellius into Egypt, He/um- 
to fummon Cleopatra to appear before him, and give him »»« cln - 
an account of her conduft during the war; for though (he P a,ra 10 
had a (lifted Dolahella, yet Serapion, her lieutenant in Cy- ^ountofher 
prus, had joined Brutus and Caflius (M). As Dellius was condu8. 
well acquainted with Antony’s temper, after a fhort conver- 
fation with the queen, he eafily judged with what fenti- 
ments a woman of her beauty, wit, addrefs, and fprightly 
converfation, would infpire him; and therefore encou¬ 
raged hefl' to go in perfon into Cilicia, a (Turing her, that 
Antony, who was a brave and amorous foldier, would re¬ 
ceive her with all the refpefl due toperfons of her high fta- 
tion, extraordinary merit, and qualifications. She had 
great faith in the words of Dellius ; but (he had a greater 

t Appian. ibid. p. 675. 

(M) Dellius, who was fent on 
tjiis meflage, was a famous hifto- 
rian, and a man of great wit and 
learning, but of no principles. 

He was one of Horace’s mod 
intimate friends, who addrefled 
to him the third ode of his 
l'econd book, containing the 
foqndeft principles of the Epi¬ 
curean philofophy. Meflala 
Corvinus ufed to call hint del'ul- 
torem bellorum civilium, that 
is, the vaulter of the civil wars. 

For he left' Dolabella to fide 

(>) Vid. Sen. lib. i. deClementia, cap. 10. Strabo, lib. xi. & Lipf. 
m b Annal, Tacit. 

deoen- 


with Caflius, then quitted Caf- 
fius to join Antony, and at lafl: 
abandoned Antony to take part 
with Oftavianus. During his 
Hay at the court of Egypt the 
fair queen captivated his heart, 
and is faid not to have been di£ 
pleafed with the addrefles of a 
man of his fine genius. In the 
time of Seneca feveral letters of 
his to that queen were handed 
about, written with too much 
familiarity (1). 
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dependence on herfelf.. Never had beauty been fignaliz- 
ed by more illuftrious conquefts: Ihe had captivated the 
heart of Julius Caefar, of Pompey’s eldefl fon, and formerly 
of Antony himfelf, when he ferved under Gabinius, gover¬ 
nor of Syria \ and this when (he was young and ignorant in 
the arts of love $ whereas fhe was now to meet him in the 
flower of her age, with all the charms of beauty, and all 
the artifice of riper years. But what above all infpired her 
with certain confidence of rekindling the flame in Antony’s 
heart, was the confcioufnefs of her own fuperior genius 
and accomplilhments. She pofleffed a certain natural grace 
which diffufed itfelf through her whole deportmeht: the 
charms of her converfation were irrefiftible, and the very 
tone of her voice jSs> harmonious, that no inftrument was 
capable of a greater variety of founds, and of equally Tooth¬ 
ing the foul of the hearers. Befides, fhe exprefled herfelf 
with fo much eafe, and in fo many different languages, that 
fhe was looked upon as a prodigy. 

She made great preparations for her journey, taking with 
her vaft fums of money, and all the jewels, plate, and rich 
ornaments of the Egyptian kings. Many were the letters 
fhe received from Antony, preffing her departure j but fhe 
feemed to difregard his orders. At length fhe fet out, and, 
arriving at the mouth of the river Cydnus, fhe embarked in 
a fmall g^Jley, and appeared before Antony at Tarfus in Ci¬ 
licia, in the fantaitical manner we have defcribed in our hif- 
tory of the Ptolemies of Egypt- The triumvir was fo cap¬ 
tivated by her attractions, that he laid afide all other conft- 
derations, and feemed to be entirely engrorfled by her idea. 
He neglected the bufinefs of mankind; and followed her 
into Egypt, where he fjrent the winter with her in amorous 
dalliance, enhanced by all the enjoyments of the moft vo¬ 
luptuous diffipation “. 

While he thus indulged in effeminate pleafures with his 
Egyptian paramour, his colleague was wholly taken up in 
fettling the affairs of Italy, and dividing the promifed lands 
among the veterans. Having embarked his troops at Dyr- 
rachium, he crofled the Adriatic Gulf without meetingwith 
any of the enemy’s fleets, and landed at Brundufium; where 
he was taken fo ill, that his phyficians gave him over, and 
the news of his death were immediately fpread all over Italy. 
Moft of the fenators looked upon this report as one of his 
trfuai artifices to difeover their intentions, and real fenti¬ 
me nts ; and therefore, by a decree of the fenate, prayers 


and 


» Pint. Appiaa. Dio, ibid. 
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and facrifices were offered up to the gods for his recovery, 
which was foon effected by his native air, and the vigour 
of his youth. When he was in a condition to bear the fa¬ 
tigues of the journey, he fet out for Rome, where he was 
received with loud acclamations. Some time before his ar¬ 
rival the fafces had been transferred frem Lepidus and L. 

Munatius Plancus to L. Antonius, the brother of the tri¬ 
umvir, and P. Servilius Vatia Ifauricus; but Fulvia, An¬ 
tony’s wife, a woman of amafculine fpirit, and unbounded 
ambition, had gained the afcendanc over the new confuls, 
and governed Rome with abfolute power. This O&avia- 
nus could not bear; and hence the mutual jealoufies and dif- 
trufts between her and the young’ triumvir, which at length 
kindled a war in the very bowels of Itrty. 

Oftavianus met with many almoft infurmountable diffi¬ 
culties in the diflribution of the promifed lands. As the 
public treafury was quite exhaufled, he could not content 
the foldiery without giving up to them the feveral towns 
! which he had promifed them as the reward of vi&ory ; and 
j this meafure he was well convinced would provoke the 
j people. Moft of the inhabitants of thofc unhappy towns Complaints 
j flocked daily in great multitudes to Rome : numbers of wo- th* 
! men with children in their arms, whofe tender years and in- ,numwr • 

| nocence moved even the triumvir’s friends to compaffion, 
daily filled the temples and public places with their cries 
and lamentations. The people on this occafion fpoke with 
a great deal of freedom and boldnefs: “ This war (faid 
they) has been undertaken not for the public good, but for 
the private views of the triumvirs, who, fince they have 
reaped the advantage of it, ought to bear all the charges, 
and not fatisfy their foldiers at the expence of fo many dif- 
trefied families.” O&avianus heard, and patiently bore, 
thefe complaints, with a diffimulation peculiar to nimfelf. 
Unwilling to give occafion to frefh difturbances, he bor¬ 
rowed feveral fums of money; but finding he could notraife 
what was fufficient to fatisfy his foldiers, he broke through 
all difficulties, and, purfuant to his firft defign, allotted them 
the lands for their inheritance, which he had promifed in 
the beginning of the war (N). 

„ 0£te- 

(N) Cremona, a city greatly had more than her fhare in thefe 
attached to the intereft of Bru- misfortunes. Virgil had like to 
tus, fuffered moft in this iniqui- have perifhed on this occafion 
tou9 diftribution; and Mantua, by the hand of a centurion 
which was but too near to a named Arrius, who purfued him 
place abandoned to the mercy with his drawn fword, for daring 
®f the ungovernable foldiery, to dilpute with him the poflef- 
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Odtavianns Was expofed to great dangers in this extrefneijr 
nice and difficult undertaking, the foldiery and people being 
equally exafperated againft him. Few of the veterans were 
fatisfied with the portion of the lands allotted to them; An¬ 
tony’s foldiers taxed Odtavianus with partiality, in affigning 
the heft lands to his own men, and the worft to them. Ful- 
via did not fail to improve’ thefe difcontents ; and, being 
feeonded by the conful Lucius, her brother-in-law, whom 
{he eafily gained over to herintereft, fhe left nothing unat¬ 
tempted to exafperate the foldiers and people againft one 
who, {he perceived, was engroffing all the power to himfelf. 

Odtavianus, no longer able to hear the haughty and im¬ 
perious behaviour of Fulvia, divorced her daughter Clodia, 
after having folemn!^ declared upon oath, that, for him, lire 
was flill a virgin. 1 his affront was touching the proud Ful¬ 
via in the molt fenfible part: Ihe refolved henceforth to keep 
no meafures with Odtavianus, and accordingly began openly 
to encourage the veterans, who had ferved under her huf- 
band, to take arms againft his ungrateful colleague, who, 
though he had in nQ degree contributed to the vidtory, was 
now reaping all the advantage of it, with a view to engrofs 
the whole power to himfelf, and exclude Antony, to whofe 
Valour the vidtory was entirely owing, from any {hare in 
the adminiftration. She appeared in all the affemblies of 
the people, with the children {he had by Antony; and there 
made bitter complaints of the cruel ufage {he pretended they 
had received from one who ought, with all the tendernefs 
Of a father, to have protedted them againft the infults of 
their enemies. Lucius, her brother-in-law, joined her en¬ 
deavours, by infittuating, that Odtavianus had nothing in 
view but to enflave Italy, deprive'his colleagues of all power, 
and make both the fen ate and people of Rome fubfervient 
to his will. He pretended to adt by the diredlions of, and 
in concert with, his brother, whofe chief concern, hefaid, 
was, to preferve the republic from the tyranny of the proud, 
crafty, and ambitious Odtavianus. This disagreement be- 

fion of his frrtall eilate on the writer; for it pat him upon 
banksofthe Mincius; and would going to Rome, where his extra- 
have deprived the world of the ordinary talents being known to 
created poet Italy ever pro- Maecenas and Afinius Pollio" he 
auced, had he not;,happfly ef- obtained by their intereft the 
coped the fury of the enraged reftitution of his farm, which 
centurion, by fwimroing acrofs- is the fabjedt of that excellent 
the river This very adventure eclogue, the firft of his Buco- 
ftems to have chiefly contri- lies; he being then about twen- 
bated to the reputation and ry*eight years of age. 
good fortune of that iniraitable’ • ., 
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Wien the young triumvir on one fide, and Lucius and Ful- 
ria On the other, gave rife to two different factions, which 
rent the republic again into parties. The veterans, who 
had ferved under Antony, and fuch of the Italians as had 
been driven from their ancient inheritances, tided with 
Fulvia and Lucius. The friends of the late didator, and 
thofe legionaries who were fatiefied with the lands fallen to 
their (hare, took part with Odavianus : fo that all Italy was 
in a flame, and threatened with a new war ready to break out 
within the walls of Rome, where horrible diforders, and 
cruel murders, were daily committed by the infolent popu¬ 
lace, and ungovernable foldiery of the two oppofite fac¬ 
tions. To complete the misfortunes of Rome and Italy,, a 
famine began to be felt all over the i Juntry, great part of 
the lands lying uncultivated ever fincc the beginning of the 
civil ■war, the feas being befet with the' enemy’s fleets, and 
Sextus Pompeius holding Sicily, whence the continent, and 
efpecially the capital, was fupplied with corn. In this dif- 
trefs Odavianus would have compromifed matters with 
Fulvia ; but (he would hearken only to the didates of her 
own refentment, and the infinuations of Manius, her huf- 
band’s agent, who affpred her, that nothing but a war could 
force Antony from the arms of Cleopatra, and bring him 
into Italy. - * 

Fulvia followed the pernicious advice of Manius, and, 
abandoning Rome, retired to Prasnefte, a city which had 
efpoufed her caufe. There, forgetting her fex, (he appear¬ 
ed with a helmet on her head, and a fword by her fide, af- 
fembled fome legions, harangued them, and performed all 
fundions of a general. Odavianus, apprehenfive young 
Pompey might take advantage of the mifunderftanding be¬ 
tween him and Fulvia, fent a deputation to the camp of Prte- 
nefte, exhorting the female general, and her brother-in- 
law, who, though conful, ferved in a manner as her fub- 
altevn, to lay afide all animofities, and ad in concert againft 
their common enemies. The deputies, who were all of the 
fenatorial order, and common friends to the triumvirs, would 
have prevailed on Lucius to hearken to an accommodation, 
had he not been diverted from it by the implacable Fulvia, 
ant} by Manitis, whom. Antony had appointed to manage his 
affairs in Rome during his abfence. He in a ftudied fpeech 
accufed Odavianus of unfair dealing withfefped to Antony, 
as if he defigned to engrofs the whole power of the trium¬ 
virate to himfelf, and reduce his colleague to the ftate of a 
Private man, though the vidory they had gained in the 
plains of Philippi was entirely owing to his valour ». 

” Appian. ibid. Dio. lib. xlvjil, p. 359, 3S0. Veil. Pat. lib. ii. 
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O&avianus, upon the report of his deputies, finding a War 
unavoidable, began to ,affemble his legions} and both (ides 
prepared for boftilities. In the mean time feveral manifeftos 
and declarations were published by theoppofite parties, and 
fome very fpirited letters paffed between Lucius and 06ta- 
viahus. The latter, feeing many of the veterans join his 
enemies, difpatched an exprqfs to Salvidienus, whom he had 
appointed his lieutenant in Spain, ordering him to haften in¬ 
to Italy with the fix legions under his command. Salvidie¬ 
nus, who had not yet reached his province, immediately re¬ 
paired the Alps, and advanced with incredible expedition in¬ 
to Cifalpine Gaul, to join Oftavianus, who had left the ca¬ 
pital, and was affembling his forces in that province. Caius 
Afinius Pollio, and fjiblius Ventidius, two Of Lucius’s lieu¬ 
tenants, who were encamped at the foot of the Alps, fol¬ 
lowed Salvidienus, harafling him on his march, and cutting 
off his convoys; by which means they reduced him to great 
difficulties. At the fame time Lucius, having affembled a 
eonfiderable body of troops, advanced to meet Salvidienus, 
and attack him in front, while his two lieutenants fell upon 
his rear. He muft lhevitably have been cut off with all his 
troops, had not Vipfanius Agrippa, with a choice body of 
veterans, come feafonably to his relief, and polling himfelf 
between him and Lucius, invefted the city of Sutrium. As 
the inhabitants of that place had fignalized their attachment 
to the intereft of Lucius, he flew to their affiftance; a mo¬ 
tion which gave Salvidienus an opportunity of joining Agrip¬ 
pa, and feizing with him, after he had taken Sutrium by 
affault, all the pafles and defiles leading to the two camps of 
Pollio and Ventidius. 

Lucius, after having attempted in vain to open him¬ 
felf a palfage fvvord in hand, refolved to retire into the city 
of Perufia, and wait there, as in a place of fafety, for the 
arrival of his two lieutenants: but Agrippa and Salvidienus, 
following him clofe, invefted the place before he had time 
to refleft on the danger to which he expofed himfelf and 
his troops. Odtavianus was no fooner informed of the 
defperate fituation of Lucius, than he advanced to Perufia, 
and, in concert with his two lieutenants, carried on the 
fiege with great vigour; but, as he found it impoffibk to 
take by affault fo ftrong a place, garrifoned by a whole army, 
he refolved to reduce it by famine} and, with this view, 
furrounded it with a line of circumvallation fifty-fix fur¬ 
longs in compafs.. From his camp he drew lines quite to 
the Tiber, which he ftrengthened with ramparts, and 
flanked with'towers at equal diftances. Thefe towers he 
filled with archers, flingers, and all forts of engines, to 

prevent 
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prevent the enemy from receiving any convoys by water. 

Lucius, on his fide, was continually haraffing the work¬ 
men, and the legions that covered them, with vigorous 
fallies, in which his men, who were for the molt part 
gladiators, had all the advantage. In one of thefe fallies 
O&avianus himfelf narrowly elcapcd falling into the ene¬ 
my’s hands. In the mean time Fulvia detached, from her 
camp at Praenefte, L. Munatius Plancus, with a numerous 
body of chofen troops, ordering him to join Ventidius and 
Pollio, and with their united forces oblige the enemy 
either to venture a battle, or raife the liege. Plancus, in 
fpiteof Agrippa andSalvidienus, whom Octavianus detach¬ 
ed againft him, joined Ventidius and Pollio, and, together 
with them, advanced as far as Fulghijum, within a hun¬ 
dred and Gxty furlongs of Perufia. Lucius was overjoyed 
at their approach, which they took care to fignify to him 
by fires in the night, and other fignals. He did not in the 
lealt doubt that they would exert their utmolfc endeavours 
for his relief. 

Such indeed was their defign: but Plancus, after bnv- Lucius's 
ing viewed the advantageous fituation of the enemy, de- Rccrals 
dared, that they could not attempt the relief of the place, de JP air . of 
without expofing their troops to the greateft dangers His 
opinion prevailed ; and, as none of them approved of Lu¬ 
cius’s ccmdudt, who had thus ralhly engaged in a war with¬ 
out his brother’s knowlege, they retired, leaving their 
general, and his troops, in the utmoft defpair. 'lhebe- 
fieged being already reduced to the greateft extremity for 
want of provifions, they made a defperate fally; but were 
driven back into the city, after having fought with un¬ 
paralleled bravery from nine at night till the next morning. 

Lucius, being determined to hold out to the laft, took an 
inventory of all the provifions in the place, which he daily 
meafured out fparingly to the foldiers, and inhabitants of 
free condition ; but allowed none to the Haves, and fervants The cruelty 
of the army, though he kept them at the fame time within of Lucius 
the city, and had them narrowly watched, left they fhould t0 ™V' ds 
acquaint the enemy with the condition to which the garrifon ‘ e ' a ‘ ve, ‘ 
was reduced. This was an inftance of inhumanity hardly 
to ^be matched in hiftory. Thofe unhappy perfons, re¬ 
duced to this defperate condition, wandered about the 
works in fearch of herbs, grafs, and roots, Tome of them 
even feeding upon the flefti of their dead companions. 

At length the foldiers themfelves, no longer able to bear 
the famine, begged leave of Lucius to make a general fally, 
choofing rather to die like brave men, than to live under the 
miferies they endured. The general approved of their 
Vol. XII. H choice j 
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choice ; telling them, that they had nothing to depend up¬ 
on but their own valour; and that, in their prefent circum- 
ftances, they muft either conquer or die. They refolved, 
therefore, to make a defperate effort, and fally out by break 
of day, to avoid the diforders that might happen in the dark. 
Accordingly, having firft provided a great number of 
fpades, hooks, fcaling-ladders, and all forts of neceflary 
tools, to break down the wall with which OClavianus had 
inclofed the city, as foon as day began to appear, they ruffl¬ 
ed out, and cut in pieces the enemy’s advanced guards, filled 
the ditch in an inltant, plucked up the palifades, and be¬ 
gan to undermine the wall, while the rolling towers, which 
they had prepared for that purpofe, and filled with archers 
and dartmen, difchaf.'ged fhowers of darts and arrows upon 
the enemy. The ground was immediately covered with 
dead bodies, and nothing, was heard but groans and cries 
of dying men. The foldiers of OCfavianus made a dread¬ 
ful havock of the afiailants, their machines playing incef- 
fantly upon them from the ramparts, and overwhelming 
them with fhowers of arrows, darts, and flones. But, 
though many of them fell, the reft, not fo much afraid of 
death as of famine, continued fighting with amazing refo- 
lution, and, climbing up the wall, notwithflanding all op- 
pofition, drove the enemy from their polls. 

'Fhe difpute continued many hours with fuch obftinacy 
and fury as can hardly be exprefled ; and Lucius’s men, 
though they fought with all the difadvantage imaginable, 
would have gained a complete victory, had the forces been 
equal; but Octavianus’s troops being more numerous, and 
tonftantly relieved with frefh fupplies, the befieged, weak¬ 
ened with hunger, overpowered with numbers, and ex- 
haufted with the length of the combat, were in the end 
driven from the wall. Thefc defperate wretches, though 
ftunned with their fall, flill ttrove to climb up again, en¬ 
couraging with their words and geltures their companions, 
who had not yet given ground. At length Lucius, fur- 
prifed at fuch extraordinary valour and fidelity, and know¬ 
ing that their courage only ferved to deftroy them, com¬ 
manded a retreat to be founded. Their adverfaries then 
fhouted aloud, ftriking, according to the cuftom of fhe 
Romans, when they had gained a victory, their fwords 
againft their bucklers. This exultation the befieged looked 
upon as an infult; therefore, getting together the few 
ladders that remained, they returned to the charge with 
new fury: and it was with the utmofi difficulty, and not 
without tears, that Lucius prevailed upon them to retreat. 
Ocfavianus that night doubled his guards, And difpofed fe- 

veral 
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vel-al bodies of troop's on the ramparts in fuch mariner, that 
they could eafily relieve each other in cafe of a fudden 
attack, which he apprehended x . 

Lucius, finding himfelf reduced to the utmoft extremity, 
without any hopes of relief, refolved to capitulate. Ac¬ 
cordingly he difpatched three of the chief officers of his 
army to treat with Oflaviariu* in his name. The general 
received the deputies in a very polite and obliging manner, 
and returned this anfwer to their propofals, that he willingly 
pardoned all thofe who had ferved under Antony againft the 
murderers of his father j but, as for the others, he infilled 
upon their furrendering at diferetion. Thus he fpoke to the 
deputies in common ; but afterwards, taking Furnius, one of 
them, afide, he told him, that he inft^sded to extend his 
mercy to the whole army, a few only excepted, who, from 
hatred to him, had been the occafion of all thefe difor- 
ders. Upon the report of the deputies, many illullrious 
Romans, who had been always declared enemies to the 
triumvirate, afraid of falling into the hands of Odlavianus, 
exhorted Lucius to infill on the fafety of all, and not to 
furrender upon any other terms. 

Lucius, touched with companion for fo many brave men, 
whom he well knew Oftavianus would facrifice to his re¬ 
venge, refolded to negociate in perfon, and putting himfelf 
into the young conqueror’s hands, intercede for his unhap¬ 
py followers. Odlavianus received him with great marks 
of efteem and affection; and promifed, in confequence of 
the regard he owed to him and his brother, indemnity to 
all who had taken part with him, on condition they would 
furrender without farther refiftance, and put him in pofief- 
fion of the city. Luciu 3 , depending on this promife, or¬ 
dered his men to march out next day, and acknowlege the 
young conqueror for their general; which order they obey¬ 
ed accordingly, and were incorporated into his troops. As 
for the inhabitants of Perufia, who had Ihewn an inviol¬ 
able attachment to Lucius, Odlavianus ordered thofe who 
compofed the fenate, or council of the city, to be brought 
before him in chains 5 and fentenced them all to die, con¬ 
trary to the articles of agreement, and the promife he had 
made. Some of thofe unhappy men pleaded innocence, 
others begged mercy 5 but they had all one and the fame 
anfwer, “ Moriendum eft; You muft die.” Accordingly 
they were, to the number of three hundred, carried in 
chains to an altar raifed to Julius Caefar, and there inhu¬ 
manly butchered, as vidlims to his manes, on the ides of 

> Appiw* Dio, ibid. 
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March, the anniverfary of his death. With them were fa- 
crificed Caius Flavius, Clodius Bithynicus, and Canutius, 
three illuftrious fenators of Rome, zealous defenders of 
their ancient liberties. The city he delivered up to the lull 
and plunder of his foldiers ; but Ceftius, furnamed Mace- 
donicus, from his having ferved a long time in Macedon, 
fcorning to outlive the ruin of his country, and the miferies 
of his fellow-citizens, by fetting fire to his own houfe, oc- 
cafioned the total deftrudlion of that ancient and once 
powerful city ; for a high wind arifing, the flames fpread 
from houfe to houfe, and burnt with fuch violence, that in 
a fliort time the whole city was laid in a flics. Such was 
the end of this unhappy war, commonly called the War of 
Perufia (O). J** 

The other officers who bad ferved under Lucius, being 
driven with their forces out of Italy, Tiberius Claudius 
Nero, at the head of a few veterans, and a great number 
of Haves, whom he had drawn together by promifing them 
their liberty, undertook to maintain the intcreft, and fup- 
port the ruined party of Lucius, in the neighbourhood of 


(O) Pollio, Ventidius, Plan- 
cus, and the other commanders 
of Antony, though they had 
ftill thirteen legions, and fifteen 
hundred horfe, took refuge in the 
maritime cities, waiting there 
for fttccours from Antony ; but 
Oftavianus purfuing them, A- 
finius Pollio went on board the 
fleet commanded by Domitius 
Altenobarbus, Brutus’s admi¬ 
ral, carrying with him {even 
legions. Plancus, being clofely 
purfued by Agrippa, aban¬ 
doned the two legions he com¬ 
manded, and went to join Ful- 
via at Praenefte. The legions 
went over to Agrippa; but 
Plancus, together with Fulvia, 
fled from Praeucfle to Puteoli, 
and from thence to Brundu- 
fium, where they both em¬ 
barked, and pafled over into 
Macedon. The other com¬ 
manders made their efcape into 
Sicily, where they were kindly 

(t) Appiaa. p. 67*. & feq. 
Dio, lib. xlviii, p. 36*—36*. 


received by Sextus Pompeius, 
who, had he not been of afloth- 
ful and indolent temper, might 
have improved thefe divifious 
to his advantage, and with great 
eafe fubdued all Italy. For 
StatiusMurcus, difagreeing with 
Domitius Ahenobarbus, the 
other republican admiral, had 
joined him with two complete 
legions, and twenty-four ftiips, 
carrying with him immenfe 
fums, which he had extorted 
from the maritime cities of Afia. 
Befides, he had received a 
ftrong reinforcement from Ce- 
phalenia, confiftingof veterans, 
who bad efcaped from the bat¬ 
tle of Philippi. But the indo¬ 
lent Pompey, though in condi¬ 
tion to invade Italy, and cfulh 
the party of the triumvirs, con¬ 
tented himfelf with ravaging 
the coafts, a&ing more like a 
pirate than a general (1). 

V«H, Patercul. lib, ii. cap. 7*—77- 

Naples. 
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Naples (P). But his raw and undisciplined troops, at the 
approach of Oftavianus’s victorious army, immediately dif- 
perfed, abandoning their general to the mercy of his enemy. 
Tiberius, thus deferted by his forces, fled in difguife with 
his wife Livia, and his fon Tiberius, not two years old, to 
the fea-fide, hoping he fhould find forne vefiel to convey 
him to Sicily ( Qj). As for Tiberius and Livia, Oftavianus 
purfued them dole ; but they, after having efcaped a thou- 
fand dangers, attended only by one domeftic, found a fmall 
boat, in which they were tranfported to Sicily ' V R). Oc- 
tavianus now returned to Rome, which he entered in tri¬ 
umphant robes, arid crowned with laurel. Public fealls 
were celebrated for fcveral days together and it was en¬ 
acted, by a decree of the fenate and jwople, that whenever 
any general fhould for the future merit a triumph, OSa- 
vianus fhould have a {hare in his honour r. 

During thefe important tranfa&ions, Antony remained at 
Alexandria inglorious and inactive, intent upon nothing but 
the enjoyment of thofe pleafures and diverfions with which 
the queen entertained him, every day heightening the delu- 
fion by the charms of novelty (S). In the mean time all 

Syria 

y Appian. Dio, Veil. Paterc. ibid. 


(P) Tiberius had been ho- 
nouredjwith great employments 
by Julius Ctefar, who had a 
particular efteem for him. Not- 
withflanding ail the favours he 
had received at Ctefar’s hands, 
he declared for the eonfpirators. 
He had, by a timely flight, 
avoided the fury of the proferip- 
tion; and fiding with Lucius at 
the beginning of this war, had 
fhuthimfelf up with him in the 
city of Perufia, whence he 
found means to make his efcape 
into Campania, where he raifed 
the army mentioned above. 

( Q_) Livia was the daugh- 
tet»of Livius Drufus Claudia- 
nus, who was killed in the bat¬ 
tle of Philippi, fighting for 
Brutus and Caffius. 

(R) Here we cannot help re¬ 
flecting, with Velleius Pater¬ 
culus, on the ftrange turns of 
fortune; which ought to teach 


us, that as to future events, our 
fears are often as groundlefs as 
our hopes. Livia was flying 
from an enemy, whole affec¬ 
tions (he was one day to gain, 
and maintain to the hour ol his 
death ; and the infant file car¬ 
ried in her arms was to fucceed 
Octavianus, and after him rule 
the Roman empire with abfo- 
lute power. 

(S) Nothing was talked of at 
court but reaits, fhows, and 
revels. Mirth, jollity, and 
pleafures had bani (bed all 
bufinefs, all ferious thoughts. 
They gave their way of'living 
a particular name, calling it the 
inimitable life. They treated 
one another by turns, on which 
occafion their expenccs were 
beyond all credibility. 

Cleopatra daily contrived new 
diverfions for Antony’s enter- 
tainment; and the nioft incon- 

H 3 fider- 
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Syria and Palaeftine being grievoully opprefled with the 
taxes, the Aradians killed thofe who were fent to colleft 
• them; and joining the Palmyrenians, and feveral petty 
princes of Syria, called in the Parthians, which put the 
ThtPar - whole country into the utmoft confufion. For the Parthi- 
over’run ans ’ on tllis invitation J palling the Euphrates under the 
Syria, and com mand of Pacords, their king’s fon, and Labienus, a Ro- 
gain great rnan general (T), overcame in a pitched battle Saxa, An- 
ad-uan- tony’s lieutenant in Syria, and forced him to take refuge in 
tages oyer Cilicia. After this victory, the two generals divided their 
lieutenants arra y : Labienus, with one part of it, purfued Saxa into 
there . Cilicia, where he flew him, defeated his army, over-ran all 
Afia Minor, and forcing Antony’s lieutenants into the 
iflamls, reduced all the places as far as the Hellefpont and 
the ASgean Sea. At the fame time Pacorus, with the other 
part of the army, fubdued all Syria and Phoenice as far as 
Tyre, which city alone held out againft him, the remains of 
the Roman forces in that country having got thither before 
him *. An account of thefe fuccefies was brought to An¬ 
tony at Alexandria; and at the fame time news came of 
the ill Rate of his affairs in Italy, and of the unfuccefsful 
war which his brother Lucius had waged with Oftavianus. 
When he received thefe tidings, recovering, as it were, 
from a fit of intoxication, he refolved at length to leave 
Cleopatra, and march againft the Parthians. With this 
view, having affembled two hundred {hips, he failed to 
1 yre.j but finding the adjacent country in the hands of the 
enemy, and receiving at the fame time difagreeable letters 


* Dio, Appian. 
Liv. lib. cxxvii. 


ibirl. & in Parthicis. Flor. lib. iv. cap. 9. Epit. 
Plot- in Anton. Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xiv. cap. 23. 


fiderable trifles, when managed 
by her, received fuch an air as 
made them agreeable diverfions. 
They often rambled about the 
flreets in the night hand-in- 
hand, Cleopatra dreffed like an 
ordinary woman, and Antony 
like a Have ; and in that dif- 

guife entering the public houl'es, 

mixed with the mob. Cleopa¬ 
tra took great delight in thefe 
expeditions, as they gave her 
room to difplay her wit and hu¬ 
mour in retorting the raillery of 
the yulgar. They frequently 
met with rough treatment, ani 
femwtiaKS tytth blows. This 


kind of behaviour, highly un¬ 
becoming a queen, and a Ro¬ 
man magiflrate, a general, and 
a conqueror, who was at this 
time forty and upwards, feemed 
very flrange to the grave and 
better fort of people 3 bur the 
populace were highly pleated 
with their frolicks, faying of 
Antony, that they had g*eat 
obligations tp him, for fhewing 
them his comical countenance, 
and referving his tragical one 
for the Romans. 

fT) This Labienus was the 
fon of Titus Labienus, who had 
bcepC<rf«r’s lieufepantin Gaul. 
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* frchoFttlvia, he changed his refolution, and determined to 
"fail dire&ly to Italy. ^ 

After having reinforced the garrifon of Tyre, he de % 
parted for Athens, where he met Fulvia, whom he highly 
blamed as the chief caufe of the late diforders. In this 
■ fcity he received certain advice, 'that Odlavianus had fecured 
Tranfalpine Gaul, and forced the fon of Calenus, after the 
death of his father, to join him with eleven legions, which 
Jie commanded in that province. As Tranfalpine Gaul 
had been, by a private agreement between the two trium¬ 
virs aft{;r the battle of Philippi, yielded to Antony, he coo- 
fidered this invafion as an open declaration of war; and 
.therefor^ putting, to fea without lofs of time, fet fail for 
Jtaly, .wjthout {hewing the leaft concern for Fulvia, whom 
he left fick at Sicyon. This fcornim neglect completed 
whit hi? infidelity had begun; for fhe died in that city 
: foon after her bulband’s departure. Antony, in eroding 
the Ionian Sea, was met by Domitius Ahenobarbus, the 
republican admiral; who, inftead of oppofing him, came 
.on board his galley, and Surrendered the command of his 
fleet, induced to this afition by Afinius Pollio, who had fled 
from Italy after the furrender of Perufia, and taken refuge 
on board Domitius’s fleet. The two fleets, thus joined, an¬ 
chored on the coaft of Epirus, and from thence failed for 
Brundufium, 

In this city Q&avianus had ftationed five legions, who 
{hut the gates sgainft Antony, refilling admittance, not to 
him, they faid, but to Domitius, who was the inveterate 
enemy of O&avianus. Upon this refufal Antony imme¬ 
diately blocked up die place, and at the fame time dif- 
patched one of his officers to Pompey in Sicily, inviting 
that general to join with him againft Odtavianus, and in¬ 
vade Italy. Pompey readily accepted the propofal, made a 
defeent, and took feveral cities on the coaft, while Antony 
purfued the fiege of Brundufium with great vigour. 0<Sa- 
vianus, having affembled his legions, and detached Agrippa 
- with a confiaerable body agairift Pompey, marched with 
the reft to the relief of the befieged city : but bis veterans 
Tefuiing to draw their fwords againft Antony, he was 
obliged to liften to an accommodation, which at length 
was accompliflied by the interpofition and management of 
Cocceius, Pollio, and the famous $ffsecenas(u). This 
dangerous breach being Wade up, and all paft offences ifnd 
affronts mutually forgiven, the foldiers of the two armies, 

(U) Caius Cilnius Miecenas, jlfcgil and Horace as the liberal 
yrell known from the verfe* of patron of the polite arts. 
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to make the friendlhip of their generals more lafting, de- 
fired it mighttfe cemented with the ties of blood; and pro- 
pofed a match between Antony and Oftavianus’s filler Oc¬ 
t-avia, who was lately become a widow by the death of Mar- 
cellus (W). Though the queen of Egypt had fo large a 
{hare in Antony’s heart, yet the match was no fooner pro- 
pofed to him, than he agreed to it with inexpreffible fa- 
tisfaftion, at leaft in appearance. 

At this juncture, the two triumvirs had an interview, in 
which, after mutual promifes of lafting friendlhip, they 
agreed to a new partition of the Roman empire; by virtue 
whereof Codropolis (X), a town of Iilyricum, was to be 
the boundary of their dominions ; all from that place, weft- 
ward, was allotted 4 q Oftavianus; and all eaftward, to 
Antony : fo that the former had Dalmatia, the two Gauls, 
Spain, and Sardinia; and the latter, all the eaftern pro¬ 
vinces, quite to the Euphrates. Africa was left to Lepi- 
dus, who had been fent by Oftavianus, with fix legions, 
into that province fome time before the arrival of Antony. 
It was agreed, that Antony fhould make war upon the Par- 
thians, and Oftavianus reduce Pompey, if he refufed to 
fubmit to reafonable conditions. Italy was left common to 
both the triumvirs for raifing forces to carry on thefe wars. 
To thefe conditions Antony added, that Oftavianus fhould 
pardon Domitius Ahenobarbus, and likewife all thofe who 
had borne arms againft him in the war of Perufia. The 
two generals, thus reconciled, marched together to Rome, 
where the marriage between Antony and Oftavia was fo- 
lemnized with the utmoft pomp and magnificence. When 
the ceremony was over, Antony, to give Oftavianus an un- 
deniabie proof of the fincerity of his intentions, difeovered 
that Salvidienus, one of his lieutenants, had offered him 
bis troops, and his fervice, when Oftavianus fent him into 
Spain ; and that he had repeated the fame offer at Brun- 
dufium. In confequence of this information, Oftavianus 
aceufed Salvidienus of treachery before the fenate, who de- 


, (W) Oilavianps had a great (X) This city is called by 
vencrarion and tendernefs for Appian Scodra, the fituation 
his filler; and, todo hei juftice, whereof agrees with that of Co- 
none of her fex ever hud a Let- dropolis. Scodra, now known 
ter claim ro the elleem and ve- to the Turks by the name of 
iteration of mankind* for though Efcodar, and to the Italians by 
Ihe excelled all the women of that of Scutari, was anciently 
her age, Cleopatra herfelf not the capital of the country of the 
excepted, in beauty, yet ^he Labeates, a people oflliyricum, 
charms'of her jjwfcjt were f»r'.$n4is at nr^iu ihe chief eity 
inferior to thofeof her mind. of Albania. 

elated 
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dared him an enemy to the people of Rome, fentenced him 
to death, and ordered thanks to be publicly returned to the 
gods for the difcovery of the treafon. At the fame time 
Manius, of whom we have already fpoken, was, by Anto¬ 
ny’s order, put to death, as having been the chief author of 
the late difturbances *. 

Pompey, who was matter at fea, keeping all the ports of R ame i a 
Italy blocked up with his numerous fleets, Rome was re- dijirefs. 
duced to the utmoft extremity for want of provifions, efpe- 
cially of corn, which was become fo dear, that the people 
were extremely clamorous. In this emergency Antony 
prefled his colleague either to make peace with Pompey, or 
oblige him, by a vigorous war, to recall his fleets, and leave 
the fea open for trade and navigation..^ftavianus was more 
inclined to war, Pompey having lately conquered the iflands 
of Sardinia and Corfica ; but as he wanted money to carry 
it on, with Antony’s approbation, he laid two taxes on all the 
inhabitants of Rome and Italy; the one of four drachmas 
and a half for every ilave, the other on all legacies. This 'rheteotlt 
impofition fo provoked the populace, that they aflaulted r ijt. 
O&avianus in the forum, and would have torn him in 
pieces, had not Antony haftened to his afliftance with a 
body of troops, which was encamped at the gates of the 
city. The rabble were foon difperfed, feveral of‘them 
killed, and their bodies-thrown into the Tiber ; but, as the 
famine ftill continued, the populace, notwithftanding the 
punifhment of a few, grew daily more outrageous. 

Antony, therefore, fearing a general infurre&ion, wrote Tke tri. 
to Lucius Scribonius Libo, then in Sicily with Pompey his umvirs 
fon-in-law, inviting him to Rome, to treat of an accommo- agree it 
dation between O&avianus, Pompey, and himfelf. Pom- ** 
pey was overjoyed at this propofal, as was alfo Statius Mur- Pomm 
cus ; but Menas, whom fome writers call Mcnodorus, one p e y. 
of Pompey’s enfranchifed flaves, and a fea-officer of great 
experience and bravery, not only oppofed it, but with 
groundlefs infrnuations entirely eftranged Pompey from Mur- 
cus, who prefifed him, with great earneftnefs, to accommo¬ 
date all differences with the triumvirs, and reftore Italy to its^ 
former tranquility. Murcus retired to Syracufe, where he 
was murdered by fome flaves, whom Pompey afterwards 
commanded to be executed, to clear himfelf from the mur¬ 
der. It was, however, commonly believed, that Menas had 
afTaflinated him by Pompey’s orders. Notwithftanding Me- 
nas’s oppofition, Pompey allowed Libo to go to Rome, 
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where he perfuaded O&avianus and Antony to come to rvrj 
interview with Pompey, that they might in perfon difcufs 
their pretenfions, and put an end to their differences. To 
this propofal Pompey confented, at the earneft requeft of 
his officers ; and advanced with his fleet to the promontory 
formed by Mount Mifenus, where he and Libo in a galley, 
and the two triumvirs oij a kind of mole made for that pur- 
pofe, exhibited their mutual claims and pretenfions. Pom¬ 
pey demanded to be admitted into the triumvirate, inftend 
of Lepidus, whofe authority declined daily. This demand 
feemed very reafonable to Pompey, but quite otherwifc to 
Antony and Oftavianus ; fo that, after a warm and long 
difpute, they parted without coming to any refolution. 
Pompey, who knew he had it in his power to reduce Rome, 
and all Italy, to thsi "utmoft extremity, and force the inha¬ 
bitants to take arms againfl the triumvirs, was for breaking 
off the conference, and returning to Sicily; but Libo ad- 
vifed him to continue the negotiations, at leaft by deputies s 
with this advice he complied. 

The fecond day he dropped his pretenfions to a place in 
the triumvirate, but propofed the following preliminaries : 
I - That thofe who iiad been concerned in the death of Cae- 
far fhould only be banifhed, and be at liberty to choofe the 
plac^of their exile. 2. That fuch as had been proferibed 
on any account whatever, fhould be allowed to return to 
Rome. 3. That the latter fhould be reftored to the poffef- 
fion of their lands and fortune. Antony and Oftavianus 
abfolutely rejected the two firft articles, and only confented 
that thofe, w ho were not in the number of the confpirators, 
fbonld be allowed to purchafe their eftates. Moft part of 
thofe who w ere about Pompey, tired with fuch a long and 
deflrpctive war, and dreading the fate of Murcus, declared, 
that they were willing to return to Rome even upon the 
conditions piopofed by the triumvirs; a declaration which 
fo difpleafed Pompey, that, in a tranfport of pafiion, he 
tore his robe, calling thofe who fubmjtted to fuch fhame- 
ful conditions traitors, and cowardly deferters- “ Menas 
(Paid he) is the only true friend I have in the world ; Me¬ 
nas alone has given me wholefome and difinterefted advice.” 
However, at the earneft entreaties of his mother Mutia, of 
Julia, Antony’s mother, and of Libo, his father-in-law,’ he 
confented to a fecond interview, in which, after three days 
debates, the following, articles were agreed to by the con¬ 
tending parties. 

1. That Pompey fhould be left in pofleffion of Sicily, 
Sardinia, Corfica, and the adjacent iflands ; and fhould be- 
fides have Peloponnefus yielded to him. 2. That he fboujd 
^ _ hav* 
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have the privilege of demanding the co'nfulate, though ab- 
fent, and of difcharging that office by any of his friends. 

3. That the dignity of pontifex maximus fhould be con¬ 
ferred upon him, and feventy thoufand great fefterees re- 
ftored to him out of his father’s confifcated ei^ate. 4. That 
fuch as bad taken refuge with him merely out of fear, 
fhould be allowed to return, and enjoy their eftates; and 
that the profcribed perfons, who were not guilty of Cscfar’s 
death, ffiould have only the fourth part of their eftates re- 
ftored. 5. That trade and navigation (hould be free ; that 
Pompey fhould withdraw his troops from Italy; that he 
ffiould lufler no inroads or defccnts to be made upon the 
coafts, nor build more ffiips. 6. That he ffiould not for 
the future receive the flaves who flqd*to him; that thofe 
who had borne arms under him Ihoul? be declared free ; 
and that his legionaries, when the time of their feivice was 
expired, {hould have their (hare in the divifion of lands 
with thofe of Antony and 0 £tavianus. 7. That he ffiould 
jmmediately fend to Rome the corn he had retained, oblige 
the Sicilians to pay annually what corn was due to the re¬ 
public out of their ifland, and clear the feas of all pirates. 

'This treaty was figned by the three chiefs, and fent to 
Rome, to be depofited in the hands of the Veftals b . They yj,, tri- 
then agreed to treat each other, in token of their fincerc re- umvirs 
conciliation ; and it fell to Pompey’s lot to make the firft and Pom- 
entertainment. Antony alked him where he defigned to pey treat 
receive them; “ in'Carinis,” anfwered Pompey pleafanlly ; each others, 
for the word carina, in Latin, fignifies /hips ; and was like- 
wife the name of the ward, or part of the city, where Pom¬ 
pey the great had a ftately palace, which Antony had feized. 

Antony underftood the raillery, but was not very quick at 
repartees. On the day appointed for the entertainment, 

Pompey, having brought his galley near the ffiore, arid 
made a bridge to it from the promontory, received his two 
guefts with great politenefs. Here Oftavianus feemed to 
have forgot his ufual warinefs and circumfpcdfion ; and this 
entertainment would have coft both him and his colleague 
dear, could Pompey have prevailed upon himfelf to violate 
the laws of honour and hofpitality. While they were at 
table, and Pompey and Caefar growing warm with wine, 
began to rally Antony upon his amours, and fondnefs for 
the fair Egyptian queen, Menas whifpered Pompey in the 
ear, “-You have now a fair opportunity of revenging the 
fteath of your father and brother, and making yourfelf maf- 
fer of the whole Roman empire ; it is but cutting the cable ; 

fc Appian. Dio, Plut. ibid. 
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leave the reft to me.” The blow was fine, and the tempta¬ 
tion violent; Pompey’s fleet being drawn up in order of 
battle, and all the triumvirs forces afhore. Pompey, ftartled 
at the fudden propofal, replied, “ This you might have 
done without imparting it to me ; but now let us make the 
belt of our prefent condition, for I cannot prevail upon my- 
felf to violate my faith once given ” 

Antony and Octavianus treated Pompey in their turns, 
■with great demonftrations of friendfhip ; for the confirming 
of which, and cementing it with new ties, Pompey, who 
was fincere, propofed a match between his daughter and 
M. Marccllus, the fon of Odlavia by her former hufband ; 
which Odtavianus confenting to, they both entered into the 
ufual engagements^ J’ompey for his daughter, and 0£ta- 
vianus for his nephew, who was at that time but an infant. 
This is the famous M. Marcellus, whom O&avianus ap¬ 
pointed his heir, failing iffue male of his own, and whofe 
virtues are fo highly commended by the prince of the Latin 
poets c . Before the three chiefs parted, they named confuls 
for the four following years; Antony and Libo for the firft, 
Odfavianus and Pompey for the fecond, Domitius and So- 
fius for the third, and Antony and Csefar for the fourth. 
The confuls of this year, in which the treaty was concluded, 
were Cn. Domitius Calvinus and C. Afinius Pollio, who had 
fucceeded L. Antonius and P. Servilius Vatia Ifauricus ; 
but before their year expired, L. Cornelius Baibus and P. 
Canidius Craffus, on what account we know not, were fub- 
ftituted in their room 

All differences being thus compofed, Pompey, taking 
leave of Antony and Octavianus, returned to Sicily, and the 
other two repaired to Rome, where they were welcomed 
with loud acclamations of the people, overjoyed to fee 
thcmfelves delivered from a cruel famine, which had begun 
to rage with great fury in the capital, and all the provinces 
of Italy. The joy of the people was increafed upon the re¬ 
turn of many illuftrious citizens, who had been proferibed 
by the triumvirs, or forced to fly their country through fear 
of falling into the hands of Oftavianus, after the furrender 
of Perufia (\ ). Antony and O&avianus, aftf r a fhort flay 
at Rome, took leave of each other, and, quitting the capital, 
fet out, the former for Greece, and the latter for Gaul. 

' v »de Virg. Aaieid, lib. vj. »er. 8 s «, & ftq. <1 Dio, lib. xlix. 

(Y) Among tliefe were L. Nero, M. Cicero, the fon of 
Arruntius, M. Junius Silamis, the orator, and many other ci- 
. hentms Saturninus, M. Ti- tizeus of great diitin&ion. 
nus, M. Claudius Tiberius 
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feme nations beyond'the Alps having attempted to (hake 
>ff the yoke, Oetavianus, to whofe (hare Gaul was fallen, 
marched again!! them in perfon ; and having eafily reduced 
;hem, repafled the Alps, and flopped in Hetnfria. Antony 
difpatched Ventidius into Alia, to flop the inroads of the 
Parthians; but went hitnfelf no farther than Athens, where 
he fpent.the winter with Oiflavia, in the fame excefles of 
luxury, folly, and cbildilh diverfions, as he had before en¬ 
joyed with Cleopatra at Alexandria (Z). 

In the mean time news were brought to Antony of a fig— 
nal victory gained by Ventidius over the Parthians, for 
which he made great rejoicings ; but being informed at the 
fame time that Pncorus was making preparations, with a 
defign to invade Syria again, and thriving it inconfillent 
with his reputation to continue idle at Athens, and fuffee 
his lieutenant to deprive him of the glory of this war, he 
afi’embled his troops early in the fpring, and refumed, with 
the marks of his dignity, all the majefty of a Homan general. 
When his army was ready to march, he made himfelf a 
garland of the olive-tree, confecrated to Minerva, and filled 
a veil'd with the water of the Clepfydra, to carry along with 
him (A). He left Athens, after having made an entertain¬ 
ment For all the inhabitants of that populous city, and 
marched with his forces into the Eaft. Before he reached 

(Z) As he loved wine, he want money.” Antony would 
was wonderfully pleated with abate nothing of the fum, which 
the title of Bacchus, which di- was levied upon all the inha- 
vinity he took upon him to per- bitants, who revenged them- 
fonate in a proceilion he made felves, according to their cuf- 
vipon the joyful tidings of the tom, with fadres and lampoons, 
fuccefs of his arms in the Eaft. of which his amours with Cleo- 
During thole public rejoicings, patra were the chief fubjeft; 
the Greeks let no bounds to but he laughed at their jeft* 
their flattery; they fell pro- and took their money (i). 
ftrate before the pretended Bac- (A) This was a fountain in 
chus, befeeching him to marry the citadel of Athens, and wag 
Minerva, the tutelar deity of called Clepfydra, as being 
their city. Antony confented fometimes full of water, and 
to the match ; but alked a thou- fometimes empty, like thofe 
fand talents for the portion of veffels which were anciently in 
the goddefs. “ Your father, ufe among the Greeks, and 
Jupiter, (anfwered one of the alfo the Egyptians, to meafure 
Athenians), required no for- time by the running out of the 
tune with your mother Semele.” water. Antony imagined, that 
“ It is true (replied Antony) ; this water would not a lit tie con- 
but Jupiter was rich, and I tribute to thefuccefsof hisarma. 

(i) Plat, in Anton. Appian. ibid. Sc Dio,ibid. 
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the fcene of 1 afh'ori Ventidiiis gained a third victory, mart 
glorious than the other two; whereby he fully revenged the 
death of Craffus, and redeemed the honour of the Roman 
name, which had fuffered much fince the battle of Carrha:; 
for Pacorus himfelf, with above twenty thoufahd of hisbeft 
men, was Rain in this battle, of which we have given an 
account in our hiftory of the Parthians. Had Ventidius 
purfued all the advantages of this viftory, he might have 
extended the bounds of the Roman empire to the banks of 
the Tigris 5 but not thinking it prudent to pufh his good 
fortune any farther, for fear of giving Antony umbrage, he 
turned his arms againft thofe who had revolted in Syria and 
Phoenice, during the late war. 

Pdrfuant to thisMlfign, when Antony arrived, he was 
befteging Samofata, the capital of Comagene, whither An¬ 
tioch us, king of that country, had retired. Antony, on 
his arrival, difmified this brave commander, and fent him 
to Home, to demand of the fen ate and people the honours 
of a triumph, being glad to get rid of a fubaltern, whofe 
glory eciipfed that of bis general. Antiochus, from the 
beginning of the fiege, bad offered to Ventidius a thou- 
fand talents for his pardon, and promifed entire obedience 
and fubmiflion to all Antony’s commands. Thefe offers 
being rejected by Antony, the befieged, dreading his re- 
fentment, defended the place with fuch vigour and intre¬ 
pidity, that the Roman general began to repent his not ac¬ 
cepting the firft offer. He was, in the end, glad to come 
to an accommodation with Antiochus for three hundred 
talents, that lie might raife the fiege with honour, which 
other wife he fhould be forced to relinquifh in a fhameful 
manner, his foldiers being difpleafed with his difmiffing 
Ventidius, under whofe conduit they had gained fo many 
victories e . After this pacification, Antony, having ap¬ 
pointed Sofius his lieutenant in Cilicia, Syria, and Palef- 
tine, left the army to his command, and returned to Ofta- 
via at Athens. 

New difputes arifing between Pompey and Oftavianus, 
the latter was intent on making the neceffary preparation* 
for war, being determined to feize the firft opportunity 
that offered to invade Sicily. The late treaty of peace had 
regulated their pretenfions, but not their ambition; and 
that animofity between Julius Ctefar and Pompey the Great, 
which had laid wafte the Roman world, ftill fubfifted in 
the minds of their fuccefiors. The apparent fubjc£t of their 
quarrel was Peloponnefus, which had been yielded to Pom« 

• Plut. in Anton. Appian inPaitbic. Dio, lib. xlix. p.405. 
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pey, in virtue of the treaty. Oftavianus pretended, that 
the tributes, owing from that province to the republic be¬ 
fore the treaty, were due to the triumvirs, and that Pom- 
pcy ought to be refponfible for them ; Pompey maintained, 
that they had yielded him that country free from all charges. 

As a breach was likely to enfue, Pompey caufed his old 
gallies to be refitted, and feveral new (hips to be built. 

This ftep was contrary to the late treaty, and therefore a 
plaufible pretence for Oftavianus to invade Sicily. He 
therefore reinforced bis army with new levies, and aflem- 
blcd (hips on the coafts of the Adriatic and Tyrrhenian 
leas- 

Pompey, informed of thefe preparations, once more R om , rt . 
blocked up the ports of Italy, and in *a?Siort time reduced ducedagaw 
the populous capital to its former diftrefs. The people, t0 £ reat 
threatened again with famine, began to complain, and fi ra,t5 ' 
feemed difpofed to mutiny, if their grievances were not 
foon redrefied. But Oftavianus, who had a numerous army 
on foot, continued his preparations for war, both by fea 
and land, without liftening to the complaints of the dis¬ 
contented populace. He urged Antony to leave Athens, 
and pafs into Italy, that they might confult about the molt 
proper meafures for crulhing Pompey, their common rival. 

He likewife acquainted Lepidus with his defign, who was 
then in Africa, which had fallen to his (hare in the laft di- 
vifion of the Roman dominions, exhorting him to equip his 
fleet with all poflible expedition, that they might aft in con¬ 
cert, and both invade Sicily at the fame time. Antony, in 
compliance with his requeft, came to Brundufium ; but 
not finding him there at the time appointed, he returned 
to Athens ; whether out of fome diltruft he had of Ofta¬ 
vianus, or becaufe he was alarmed by certain prodigies, is 
uncertain (B). Whatever his reafons were, he reimbarked, 
leaving a letter for Oftavianus, wherein he exhorted him 
to adhere to the conditions of the laft treaty. Lepidus, who 
was a man of an indolent difpofition, fpent the whole fum- 
mer in making preparations, and did not leave Africa till 
the following year; fa that the burden of the war fell upon 
Oftavianus, whofe boundlefs ambition would allow him no 
refa. till he had got rid of fa powerful a rival, and made 
himfelf mafter of the wealthy ifland he poflefled. 

(B) One of his centinels was bad omen. The inhabitants 
devoured by wolves, no part of of Brundufium told him, that at 
his body being left entire', ex- break of day they had feen a 
cept his face : this was a very wolf come out of his tent. 
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In the mrdft of his cares, and warlike preparations, lie 
found no fmall relief in the agreeable converfation of Li-* 
via, with whole charms, and refined wit, he Was fo en¬ 
chanted, that he divorced his own wife Scribohla (Cj, and 
married her, though then big with child, her hulhand Clau¬ 
dius Tiberius Nero not daring to oppofe the inclinations of 
fo powerful a lover. Livia had one fon by Tiberius, who 
bore his father’s name, and, three months after her mar¬ 
riage with Odavianus, lhe was brought to bed of another, 
named Drufus. Of thefe children, and their mother Livia, 
we (hall have occafion to fpeak in the fequel of this hiftory. 
The charms of Livia, however powerful, were not able to 
divert Odavianus from the purfuit of his ambitious views. 
He continued his warlike preparations, recalled the legions 
he had left in Franlalpine Gaul, and aflembled a great num¬ 
ber of veffels in the ports of Hetruria, and at Ravenna, on 
the Adriatic fea. 

As his fleet was not yet in a condition to cope with that 
of Pompey, he muft have deferred his Sicilian expedition 
till the return of Antony, and the arrival of Lepidus, hath 
not fortune favoured him beypnd expedation ; for Menas, 
the freedman of Pompey, an officer of great valour and 
experience in maritime affairs, being offended with hismaf- 
ter for not revenging the death of fome of his freedmen, 
killed by the fenators who were about him, revolted to Oc- 
tavianus ; and joining him with three legions, and ,the nu- 
merous fleet which he commanded, delivered to him the 
inarms of Corfica and Sardinia. Odavianus received him 
with real joy : allowed him the privilege of wearing a gold 
ring, and fitting among the Roman knights, and appointed 
him commander in chief of the fleet which he had brought 
over. This infult Pompey confidered as a declaration of 
war j and therefore immediately fent out Menecrates, a 
freedman, and a mortal enemy to Menas, with a numerous 
iquadron, to ravage the coafts of Italy ; but being met on 
i a return by a fquadron of Odavianus’s fleet, commanded 
by <-• Calvifius, and his ancient rival Menas, a bloody en- 
S m ri enf ? e , d * ln , which Menecrates and Menas diftin- 
wlSK * hemfe,v r es above the other commanders. They 
were both men of great courage and intrepidity j and there- 

of ( frliKn nb ° n t n vas r th , e fi ? er Pom P e y- by that alliance, from 
W S fd b pomnrv ,b0 ’o f A h ^ r ‘ mr - Antony, who feem- 

rnartied ed inclined to efpoufe the quar- 

Swlh™ \ 1>0 '. t,cal of bis brother Lucius, and 
view, which was, to .divert his wife Ful via. 
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tote, regardle'fs of all danger, fought with a fury hardly to 
be paralleled, After a long and molt obftinate difpute be¬ 
tween the two rivals, Menecrates being dangeroufly wound¬ 
ed, Menas boarded and made himfcif mailer of his galley, 
Menecrates, cbooling rather to die than fall into the lianas 
of his mortal enemy, threw himfelf into the fea and pe- 
rilhed. Upon his death Derhochaies, another freedirlan, OBa-via- 
taking upon him the command of the fleet, attacked Calvi- fl ee t 
fius’s fquadron fo vigoroufly, that he forced him to give Seated by 
way, took feveral of his gallies, funk others, and drove the P° m l'ey't. 
reft againft the rocks, where moft of them were dallied to 
pieces ; fo that Calvifius cfcaped by the favour of the night 
only with a few gallies, and took refuge with Menas in the 
bay of Cum* f . • 

Oftavianus, who was then at Tarentum, where he had 
allembled a numerous fleet, immediately refolved to pals the 
ftreights of Mefl'ana, and join Calvifius and Menas. Being OBav/anut 
attacked in that narrow paflage by Pompey and Democha- it overcome 
res, who were returned to Meflana, moft of his fhips were 4 ? Pompey. 
either funk or driven on the rocks; Oftavianus himfelf 
gained the fliore with the utmolt difficulty, where he nar¬ 
rowly efcaped falling into the hands of the enemy. But . 
being well acquainted with the defiles of a neighbouring 
mountain, through bye-ways he reached the top of it, and 
there, with a few attendants, lay concealed. Having avoid- OBavianut 
ed one danger, he fell into another: a Have of A'imilius in great 
Paulus, whofe father had been proferibed by Odlavianus, 
feeing the triumvir without his ufual guards, thought this a 
favourable opportunity of being revenged on bim for his 
cruelty towards his old mailer ; and therefore approaching 
him with a dagger, attempted to ftab him but miffing his 
blow, as it was then very dark, he was immediately cut in 
pieces by the triumvir’s attendants B . While O&avianus 
remained on the top of the mountain, .Gornificius, who 
commanded under him, maintained the combat with great 
bravery; and, having funk Demochares’s fliip, continued 
fighting, notwithftanding the great lofs he had fuftained, 
till fun-fet, when Calvifius and Menas appearing unexpect¬ 
edly with their fquadrons, Pompey thought it advifeable to 
retreat. Next morning Octavianus had the mortification 
to fee moft of his veflfels ftranded upon the coaft; fome 
half-burnt; others ftill in flames, and the fea, to a great 
diftance, -covered with the wreck. But what gave him the 
greateft uneafinefs was, to perceive the enemy’s fleet ad- 
" vancing in full fail againft Menas and Calvifius, who were 


* Appian. Dio, ibid, ■ Appian, lib. r. Dio, lib. xlviii. 
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t\ot in a condition to withftand them ; but as they were of! 
the point of engaging, a violent ftorm arofe, which induced 
Odavla- Pompey to retire into the port of MefTana ; but moil of 
nus's fleet Oetavianus’s {hips were either funk with all the men on 
•wrecked, board, or ftranded on the Chore. As the ftorm lafted all 
night, O&avianus, to avoid fo difmal a fpe&acle, went 
early next morning to Vibonium, or Vibo, a city of Bru- 
tium ; whence he fent Orders to his lieutenants to guard 
with the greateft care the coafts of Italy, left Pompey thould 
attempt an invafion : but he was fo far from improving the 
advantages he had gained, by attacking his rival on the 
continent, that, by an unpardonable negligence, he fuftered 
the remains of his enemy’s fleet to retire unmolefted to 
Vibonium h . n., 

Otfavianus finding himfelf without fhips or money, and 
at the fame time the people at Rome being ready to mu¬ 
tiny for want of corn, he difpatched Maecenas to Antony, 
foliciting his afliftance againft their common enemy. An¬ 
tony, who was then in Syria, as we read in Dio, or at 
Athens, according to Appian, promifed to aflift his col- 
*T,Zs ,ea 8 uc to the utmoft of his power. Accordingly having, 
in Italy. wlth ‘'-mazing diligence, afl'cmblcd his fleet, he failed for 
Italy with three hundred fliips. In the mean time, 0 £ta- 
viamis hearing of a complete vi£lory gained by Agrippa 
over the revolted Gauls, would willingly have difpenfed 
with Antony’s afliftance. He thought him already too 
powerful; and therefore, under various pretences, would 
willingly have declined going to meet him. Thefe evafions 
highly difpleafed Antony, who had for a long time been 
jealous of his colleague : however, as he defigned to ex¬ 
change with Ottavianus part of his fleet, which would be 
of no ufe to him in his intended expedition againft the 
1 arthians, for land-forces, he waited a long time for him 
at larentum, though he had been refufed admittance at 
Brundufium. 

Mifunder- At length he began to grow very uneafy, and to com- 
flanding plain of Oclavianus in reproachful terms. Odavia, who 
kimand ^l attended Antony from Greece, though then big with 

OMavia- child,, prevailed upon him to fend her to his colleague, not 
, nus. doubting that Ihe could eafily remove all their jealoufies and 
lufpicions. On her journey to Rome, fbe met her brother, 
with whom me had a conference, in the prefence of his 
two friends, Maecenas and Agrippa. After fhe had, with 
great prudence and addrefs, anfwered the complaints of her 
brother againft her hufband, fhe conjured both him, and 

* Appian, Dio. &c. ibid, 
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his two favourites, with tears in her eyes, to Confider her 
fituation, and not fuffer her, initead of the mod fortunate 
of women, to become the moll miferable : “ For at pre- 
fent (faid (he), the eyes of the whole Roman people are 
fixed upon me, on account of the ties which bind me to 
two of the greateft men in the world, being wife to one, 
and filler to the other. If ralh counfels prevail, and war 
enfues, I fhall be miferable without redrel's ; for, on what 
fide foever vitftory falls, I fhall .be fure to be the lofer.” i 

Otftavianus, foftened by the intreaties of a filler whom Ottawa 
he loved with the greateft tendernefs, confented to an in- 
terview with Antony, for which a place was chofen up- hufiand to 
on a river between Metapontum and, Tarentum. An- an inter - 
tony went thither firft; and, as foon as 'tie faw Otftavianus' view. 
advancing, leaped into a boat, in order to receive him on 
the other fide the river. Otftavianus, not to be outdone by 
him in civility, embarked on the other fide ; fo that the 
two boats met in the middle of the river. After they had 
embraced each other, they had a friendly contefton which 
fide they ftiould land. Antony was for landing on Otftavia- 
nus’s fide, and Otftavianus on Antony’s; but Otftavianus 
at length prevailed, under pretence of waiting on his filler, 
who was returned to Tarentum. They walked together to 
the city, where Otftavianus fpent the night without any 
other guards about his perfon than thofe of Antony, who 
likewife went the next day without guards, and palled the 
night in Otftavianus’s camp. All little differences between Their dif- 
them being fettled in an amicable manner, it was agreed, /‘rentes 
that Otftavianus fhould give Antony two of his legions to madeu t' 
be employed againll the Parthians ; and that Antony, in 
return, fliould leave with him an hundred armed gallies. 

Befides, Otftavia obtained of her hulband twenty fimall 
Ihips, or, as Appian has it, ten triremes, for her brother ; 
and of her brother a thoufand foot for her hulband. That 
their friendlhip and union might be more lalling, Otftavia¬ 
nus betrothed his daughter Julia, whom he had by Scribo- 
nia, to Antyllus, Antony’s fon; and they both agreed, the 
five years of the triumvirate being now expired, to prolong 
their authority for five years more, without confulting 
eithe* the fenate or people. After this accommodation, 

Antony departed once more for Syria. Otftavia accompa¬ 
nied him to Corcyra, whence, that fhe might not be ex- 
pofed to the dangers of that expedition, he fent her back 
into Italy, to remain there till he had ended that war, com¬ 
mitting her, and his children both by her, and his former 
wife Fulvia, to the care of O&avianus ’. 

1 Flut. in Anton. Appian. p, 7*6,7*7, Dio, lib- xlviii. p. 390,39*. 
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This laft now began to make vaft preparations, both by 
fea and land, for his intended expedition againft Pompey. 
He appointed Agrippa commander in chief of his navy; 
and that brave officer, in a few months equipped, with in¬ 
defatigable induftry, a fleet able to cope with Pompey’s. 
The fca and land-forces being ready to enter upon action, 
O&avianus refolved to invade the ifland in three different 
places at the fame time: Lepidus, whom he had fent for 
from Africa, was to land at Lilykeum, on the -fouth of the 
ifland Statilius Taurus, who was at Tarentum, on the 
eail fide, at cape Pachynum; and Odavianus on the 
weftern coaft at cape Pelorum Agrippa, with a numerous 
fquadron, was to cruife off Mylse, a city on the northern 
coaft of the ifland^-where Pompey had affembled all his 
naval forces. Menas had already, induced by his natural 
levity, abandoned the party of Oftavianus, and returned to 
Potnpey with his fquadron, not thinking himfelf confider- 
ed, ns he deferved, by his new maftcr. Calvifius, though 
an officer of great experience in maritime affairs, was not 
employed in this expedition, having incurred the dif- 
pleafute of Octavianus, for fuffering himfelf to be deceived 
by Menas, when he deferted to Pompey. 

All things being ready, the fleets, though in different 
ports, fet fail on the day agreed on, which was that of the 
new moon in the month of July ; both that day and month 
being facred to the memory of Julius Coefar. They had 
fcarce put to fea, when a violent ftorm defeated all their 
meafutes. Statilius Taurus, forefeeing it, returned to Ta¬ 
rentum with the hundred and two fliips he commanded ; 
hut the fquadrons of Odfaviarius, Lepidus, and Agrippa, 
fuffered feverely; that efpccially of Oftavianus, who loft 
fix of the (hips which Odlavia had given him, twenty-fix 
others, and a great number pf light veffels, called by the 
Latins liburnicae. Lepidus, who was come from Africa 
with twelve legions, and five thoufand Numidian horfe, on 
board eighty fhips of war, and a thoufand tranfports, after 
haviflg loft Come of his veffels, landed at Lilybaeum, not- 
withftanding the oppofition he met with from Plennius, 
whom Pompey had polled there with fome legions, and a 
great number of (lingers and archers. All the other fqua¬ 
drons were driven back, and forced to take fheltS'r in 
different harbours. 

_ Octavianus’s principal care was to refit his fleet, recruit 
his forces, and prevent the difturbances which this difafter 
might raife in Rome. Thither he difpatched Maecenas, 
who, with his ufual addrefs, foon calmed the minds of the 
people. At the fame time he went in perfoa to the feyeral 

ports 




ports where his fliips had taken fhdter j and, by encourag¬ 
ing and amply rewarding the workmen, got his fleet refit¬ 
ted, and ready to put to fee again before the end of the 
fummer. In this fecond attempt he was attended with 
better fortune than in the former j for MefTala Corvinus 
landed fafe with three legions, and encamped neaT Tauro- 
minium at a fmall diftance from Lepidus; feveral other 
legions were difembarked, without any confiderable oppo- 
fition, in other places of the ifland ; and Statilius Taurus 
made himfelf mailer of cape Scylaceum on the- continent, 
which Pompey had feized. On the other hand, Papias, 
one of Pompey’s admirals, falling in with a fquadron, 
which was conveying four legions to Lepidus, attacked the 
tranfports, took fome of them, funk ofbjrs, and obliged the 
reft to return to Africa. 

0£lavianus, who was then with his fleet in the port of 


Strongyle, one of the aEolian iftands, obferving ail the 
coaft of Sicily on that fide lined with Pompey’s forces, left 
the command of the fleet to Agrippa, and returned to Vi- 
bonium for the reft of his {hips. Upon his departure, 

Agrippa, eager for an opportunity of fignalizitig his valour, 
reduced Hiera, one of the JEolian iflands, a place of the Biera 
utmoft importance. From thence he (leered his courfe to- & 
wards Mylse, with a defign to furprife Democbares, who 'S n PP“> 
had in that port a fleet of forty fail under his command: 
but, being informed that Papias was advancing to the re¬ 
lief of Democbares, he thought it advifeable lirft to engage 
the former, over whom he gained a complete victory. In and one of 
confequence of this victory, Oftavianus, who was then at Pnmftyt 
Scylaceum, thinking Pompey was blocked up by Agrippa, 
embarked the flower of his army, and landed incite neigh¬ 
bourhood of Taurominium, with a defign to befiege that 
place. In the mean time, Pompey appearing unexpectedly 
on the coaft with his fleet, both Oftavianus, and his troops. 


were (truck with fucb terror, that Pompey might.have eafity 
cut them in pieces: but he, as the day was already far ad¬ 
vanced, inftead of attacking them without lofs of time, re¬ 
tired with his land-forces to a neighbouring mountain, and 
there palled the night, which the enemy employed in for- 
tifyjng their camp. 

Next morning, by break of day, Oftavianus, not doubt¬ 
ing but Pompey would attack his camp, left the defence of 
it to his lieutenants, L. Cornificius, Titinius, and Carcius, 
and went on board his fleet. In flying from one danger he 
fell into another; for Pompey, not thinking it advifeable 
to attack his camp, which was well fortified, fell upon his 
fleet, and foon convinced his rival, that if he wanted con- 
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dlift| he did not want courage. Oftavianus’s fleet was put 
to flight at the firft onfet; feveral of his fliips were taken, 
and the reft, a fmall number only excepted, either funk or 
burnt. As the battle was fought near the fhore, fuch of 
Oftavianus’s men as could fwim, took refuge in the camp 
of Comificius; but the reft were, for the moft part, either 
drowned or taken. Oftavianus made his efcape in a boat; 
and leaving his troops afhore to fhift for themfelves, made 
for Abala, a city on the coaft of Italy, being attended only 
by one domeftic. Quite exhaufted with the fatigue he had 
undergone, and oveiwhelmed with grief and chagrin, on 
account of his defeat, he lay down on the open fhore, and 
fell into fo found a fleep, that he was carried, without wak¬ 
ing, by fome offices who knew' him, to a camp, which 
MefTala had forme 1 ! in that neighbourhood for the defence 
of the coaft. His firft care, after he awaked, was to pro¬ 
vide for the fafety of the troops he had left in Sicily under 
the command of Cornificius. With this view he imme¬ 
diately difpatched a meflenger to Agrippa, enjoining him 
to fend immediately a ftrongbody of legionaries, under the 
command of Laronius, to their afliftance. Cornificius was 
reduced to the utmoft extremity : he could receive no provi- 
fions by fea, which was befet by the enemy’s viftorious 
fleet, and all convoys by land were intercepted by Pompey’s 
Nnmidian cavalry, In this extremity he was forced to 
abandon Ins camp, without knowing what route to take : 
at length he refolvcd to march towards Mylse, which 
Agrippa had fuzed ; but was fo harafled all the W'ay by the 
enemy s parties, that his men began to defpair, and give 
themfelves up for loft. Cornificius made every effort to 
fupport their drooping courage, till they found themfelves 
fhut up by the enemy’s troops in a narrow' valley, called 
the Fiery Brook : the ground being entirely covered with 
duft and afhes, thrown out by Mount JEna, without any 
*pnng. or rivulets, they muft inevitably have perifhed with 

c If i! °a ^\ rrcnt ^ cre ^ at diferetion, had not the fuccours 
lent by Agrippa difengaged them from the defperate condi¬ 
tion to which they were reduced. At the approach of the 
.Homan legions the Numidians retired, leaving Cornificius 
to purfue his march without the lead difturbance. That 
general was fo pleafed with his retreat, that on his return 
to Home, when he was invited to fup with his friends, 
e ahvays returned mounted, as it were in triumph, on 
an elephant, having probably made ufe of that warlike ani¬ 
mal in his retreat k . 

Aaot™ »*n X ' ck ' r atercul - ,ib - iH - “P- 79 Suet, in Oftavio. 
■Appian. lib. v. Dio, lib. xlix. Orof. lib. vi. cap. x8. 
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O&avianus returning from Sicily, bad joined Agrippa in 
the neighbourhood of Tyndaris, where he was encamped 
with twenty-one legions, twothoufand horfe, and five thou- 
fand lightiarmed foot. From thence they both marched to 
befiege Meflana, hoping to draw Pompey to a battle, who 
had lodged all his military ftores, provifions, and treafures 
in that city. As they approached the place, Lepidus joined 
them with all his fea and land-forces; and the city was 
clofely invefted by fea and land. Pompey having aflembled 
all his troops, potted himfelf at a fmall diftance from 0£ta- 
vianus’s camp, and at the fame time drew together his 
fquadrons, ordering them to watch the motions of the 
enemy’s fleet, which blocked up the harbour. After feveral 
motions and flight engagements betwtefy the fleets as well as 
the land-forces, Pompey challenged OtSlavianus to end their 
differences by afea-fight, with three hundred (hips on a fide. 
This propofal was no way agreeable to Octavianus, who 
had not hitherto been attended with any great fuccefs by 
fea: however, depending on the valour and experience of 
Agrippa on one fide; and, on the other, fufpecting the 
fidelity of Lepidus, who had, according to fome, twelve, 
according to others, twenty, legions under his command, 
he accepted the challenge ; and a day was appointed for the 
decifive action. Great preparations were made on both 
fides for an event which was to decide the fate of the con¬ 
tending parties. 

When the day arrived, both fleets appeared early in the 
morning, drawn up in battalia, between Mylse and Naulo¬ 
cus : upon which the two armies ran to the fhore, there 
being then a kind of truce between them, to behold the ac¬ 
tion on which their fate in great meafure depended. The 
fignal was given, and the engagement began with that fury 
which is peculiar to men who are more animated by private 
hatred and party rage than by motives of glory and con- 
queft. Agrippa behaved with his ufual bravery ; and Pom¬ 
pey, knowing all lay at flake, diftinguifhed himfelf from 
the beginning to the end of the a£tion by remarkable feats 
of valour. Never was viftory difputed with more obftinacy, 
the foldrers, as well as officers, of both parties, fighting, 
after the example of their generals, with incredible refolu- 
tion and intrepidity. The victory continued long doubtful, 
but at length every thing yielding to the valour and fuperior 
conduft of Agrippa, Pompey’s fleet was put to flight, and 
that unfortunate Roman obliged to own himfelf conquered. 
Of his numerous fleet only feventeen veflels efcaped, the 
I 4 reft 
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reft being taken, burnt, or deftroyed 1 (D). He might, 
after this defeat by fea, have joined bis land-forces, and en¬ 
couraged them with his prelence; but he left them at the 
mercy of the conqueror, and taking on board his daughter 
and fome of his friends who were in Meflana, together with 
the treafures he had lodged in that city, he palled the 
{heights in the night, and fleered his courfe towards Afia 
with fcventeen gallies, the poor remains of a fleet of three 
hundred and fifty fail. Eis dcfign was to throw himfelf 
upon the mercy of Antony, whofe mother, Julia, he had 
formerly received and entertained with great hofpitality, 
when (lie abandoned Rome during the war of Perufia. 

Tifienus Galius, one of his lieutenants, immediately fub- 
mitted to the conqueror, with all the forces under his com¬ 
mand. Plennius, 'who commanded eight legions in Lily- 
baeum, upon the firft news of Pompey’s defeat, marched 
with incredible expedition to Meflana, and threw himfelf 
into the place, before Oflavianus or Agrippa had any in¬ 
telligence of his defign : but finding there were no hopes 
of relief, he took the advantage of C)£tavianus’s abfence to 
Capitulate with Lepidus, who granted him honourable condi- 

ILiv. Veil. Patercul. Suet. Appian. Dio, Orof, ibid. Flor. lib. iv. 
cap. 18 . 


(D) Demochares, one of his 
admirals, was taken prifoner, 
but killed himfelf, to avoid the 
difgrnce ot being led in tri¬ 
umph. Apollophanes, his o- 
ther admiral, yielded himfelf 
and his galley to Agrippa, in 
the beginning of the action. 
What became of Papias, an¬ 
other ot his lreed-men, in whom 
he placed great trull, we know 
not, none ol the ancients mak¬ 
ing any mention of him in the 
account they give us of this 
gieataction. Menas had long 
before the battle, with his ul'uai 
inconftancy and perfjdioufnefs, 
abandoned Pompey the kxond 
tune, and gone over with his 
fquadron to Odlavianus, who 
received him rather to weaken 
the enemy’s party than to 
flreugthcu his own 5 for know¬ 


ing he was not a man to be 
trolled, he gave him no com- 
mand, and difplaced all the 
officers of the fquadron he 
brought with him. This trea¬ 
cherous wretch, whofe courage 
and experience were worthy of 
a more noble mind, retired, if 
we believe Horace, with great 
wealth, and ferved afterwards 
in the poflof a military tribune. 
The glory of this victory was 
entirely owing to Agrippa ; for 
Oftavianus, if Antony is to be 
credited, had not the courage 
even to look at the two navies 
drawn up in battalia ; but in a 
great fright lay down in uhis 
galley, with his eyes lifted up 
to heaven, like one befide him- 
felf, and continued in that pof- 
ture till Agrippa had put the 
enemy to flight. 

tions. 
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tions, and incorporated the troops he commanded among 
his own legions. Agrippa, whom Oftavianus had left to 
carry on the fiege with Lepidus, exclaimed againil this un¬ 
fair conduit, intreating him to wait till the arrival of his 
colleague, which at fartheit would be next morning. But 
Lepidus, without regarding his remonftrances or intreaties, 
received Plennius into his camp, and gave up the city to be 
plundered by his fotdiers. Oetavianus, arriving at break of 
day, fent fome of his friends to his colleague’s camp, to com¬ 
plain, in his name, of thefe proceedings : Lepidus, who 
had now twenty-two legions under bis command, anfwered 
with great haughtinefs, that he would not fufl'er Odtavi-.inus 
to take upon him all the authority of the triumvirate, when 
he had an equal right to his fhare. U^rftn this reply, Ofta- 
vianus, having firlt gained over the greatell part of Lepi- 
dus’s officers, repaired to his camp, attended with a ftrong 
body of horfe, under pretence of fettling matters in an ami¬ 
cable manner. He no fonner appeared, than Plennius’s le¬ 
gions flocked to him, offering him their fervice. Lepidus, 
alarmed at this unexpected attempt, fell upon Odtavianus 
at the head of his guards, killed his fhield-bearer, wounded 
him, and obliged him to retire in fome confufion. 

Next day, however, Lepidus had the mortification to fee 
himfelf abandoned by all his troops, who, with their en- 
figns difplayed, marched out of their camp in good order, to 
join his rival (1\). The unhappy triumvir, being thus aban¬ 
doned, quitted all the marks of his authority, and, putting 
on a mourning robe, after having remained fome time un¬ 
regarded in the throng of thofc who made their fubmiffions 
to Oftavianus, threw himfelf at the feet of his colleague, 
and, with great meannefs, begged his life ; which was grant¬ 
ed him, with his ellate, Oflavianus defpifing him too much 
to take it from him: Suetonius is the only writer who fays, 
that Oflavianus baniflied him to Circeii, a fmall town on 
the coal! of Latium. That he attained to be one of the fu« 
preme governors of the Roman empire, was entirely owing 
to fortune; for he neither poflefled valour nor diferetion. 
After he had thus fallen from the high Ration to which for- 


(E) Appian tells us, that Oc- 
tayi::«us went alone to the camp 
of Lepidus, depending on his 
own merit, and the authority 
he had gained by his viflories, 
Pompey’s foldiers looking upon 
htVn with refpeft, and drawing 
round him. Hereupon Lepi- 
dut ordered his guards to dif- 


perfe them, and fall upon Ofla¬ 
vianus, who, notwithlfanding the 
wound he received, went to the 
place where the eagles of the le¬ 
gions were kept, and, taking 
one of them, exhorted the le¬ 
gionaries to follow him ; which 
they did accordingly, abandon¬ 
ing their own general. 
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tune had raifed him, he was no more regarded, but ended 
his life in obfcurity and contempt. Thus the whole autho¬ 
rity of the triumvirate devolved upon Antony and Oftavia- 
nus, who held the Roman empire divided between them, 
the former having all the Eaftfrom the borders oflllyricum, 
and the Adriatic Gulf, and the latter all the reft m (F). 

O&avianus, having ftaid fome time in Sicily, to fettle af¬ 
fairs there, returned to Rome, where he was received with 
all poflible demonftrations of joy: the fenate in a body met 
him at the gates, and conduced him to the Capitol, followed 
by the people crowned with garlands ; from the Capitol, af¬ 
ter he had returned thanks to the gods for the fuccefs of his 
arms, they attended him to his palace. The next day he af- 
fembled the fenats; .according to cuftom, in the temple of 
Bellona; where, ifi a ftudied fpeech, which he caufed after¬ 
wards to be publilhed, he gave the fathers an account of his 
expedition, and allured them, that he had undergone fo 
many toils and dangers with no other view than to reftore 
peace and tranquility to Rome. . When he had ended his 
fpeech, he withdrew; and thefenators, no longer actuated 
by the love of liberty, or any fenfe of honour, meanly de¬ 
creed him fuch honours as he was alhamed to aflume. 
However, he allowed them to erect a ftatue of gold to his 
honour in ,the forum, with this infcription : “ To Ctefar, 
for having reftored peace by fea and land and to appoint 
an annual feaft to be celebrated on the day of his victory 
over Pompey. A triumph was decreed him ; but he was 
fatisfied with an ovation, which honour he enjoyed on the 
ides of November \ He then aflembled the people ; and, 
having returned them thanks for the honour they had be¬ 
llowed on him, he reduced the taxes, and forgave thofe 
who had hired houfes of the public all the rents they owed 
to the treafury. As the city and country had been greatly 


rJ» App ’* n ‘ lib- v -. P- 74 ». Dio, lib. xlix. p. 39*. Suetonius in 
Ottavio. " Appian. lib. v. p. 7+ 6. Dio, lib. xlix. p. 400. 
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(F) The war in Sicily being 
at an end, the legionaries began 
to mutiny, and demand their 
difcharge, with the fame re¬ 
wards which had been bellowed 
on thofe who had overcome 
Brutus and Caffius in the plains 
of Philippi. Odtavianus en¬ 
deavoured to appeafe the muti- 
aeers, by fair promifes: but 


they refufed to march, rill he 
had fatisfied their demands. He 
was at length obliged to d^fmifs 
thofe whofe time of fervice was 
expired, to the number of twen¬ 
ty thoufand. The others he 
pacified with large promifes, 
and a donative of five hundred'— 
drachmas a man, which he le¬ 
vied upon the Sicilians. 

infefted. 
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infefted, during the late troubles, with thieves and robbers, 
he charged Sabinus, one of his lieutenants, to purfue them 
with fire and fword ; and eftabliffied at Rome ieveral com¬ 
panies’ for the guard of the city, under the command of an 
officer, whom he ftyled prefect us vigilum, By thefe means 
peace and tranquility were reftored, not to Rome only, but 
to all Italy ; which, together with the plenty he procured, 
gained the affe&ions of the people to fueh a degree, that 
fome cities ere£led altars to their benefactor, efpecially after 
one generous aftion, which infpired them with a high opi¬ 
nion of his prudence and humanity. He had found, among 
Pompey’s papers, a great many letters from fome of the 
chief men in the fenate : thefe he brought into the forum, 
and, before all the people, threw then* unopened into the 
fite, proteftinjg, that he facrificed his private refentments 
to t,he good of the public : at the fame time he folemnly de¬ 
clared, that his intention was, to refign his authority as 
foon as Antony ffiould return from the Parthian war. This 
declaration, however infincere, entirely gained him the 
hearts and affedftions of the undifcernihg multitude, who 
immediately chofe him tribune of the people for life, hoping 
this new dignity would induce him to lay down the more 
odious title of triumvir. He readily accepted the perpetual 
tribunefliip, which rendered his perfon facred and inviolable j 
but delayed thefuppreffion of the triumvirate till the return 
of Antony, to whom in the mean time he fent Bibulus to 
make him acquainted with his refolution. Thefe precau¬ 
tions being taken, he left Rome, and marched, at the head 
of his army, againft the Illyrians, who had ffiaken off the 
Roman yoke. 

During thefe tranfaCtions at Rome, Pompey occafioned 
great difturbances in the Eaft, From Sicily he failed to the 
ill and of Lefbps, where he was informed of the ill fuccefs 
which had attended Antony in his expedition againft the Par- 
thians. In confequence of this intelligence he began to en¬ 
tertain thoughts of taking Antony’s port in the Eaft, or at 
leaft of fharing with him the empire. With this view, he 
fent ambaffadors to th'e kings of Pontus, Thrace, and Par- 
thia, foliciting their friendffiip, and offering them very ad¬ 
vantageous terms. At the fame time he drew together a 
body of troops, protcfting, that his defign was to affift An¬ 
tony, and defend himfelf againft Oftavianus. Antony, in¬ 
formed of thefe proceedings, commanded Marcus Titius to 
take upon him the command of the army that was quartered 
-i|t Syria, and watch the motions of Pompey. Titius was 
ordered to receive him with all marks of honour, if he fur- 
rendered himfelf and his troops } but to cut both him and 
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Ms army in pieces, if fie reftifed to fnbmit. Pompey, fie- 
fore tlie arrival of'Titius, had polled off the mafic, and taken 
feveral cities of Afia Minor, among the reft, Nicsea and Ni- 
comedia : Titius, therefore, taking with him Fundus, An¬ 
tony’s lieutenant in Afia, marched againft him, and, having 
defeated his little army, obliged him to furrender at di£ 
cretion. When Antony had notice of his being taken, he 
wrote to Titius to put him to death ; but, changing his re- 
folution, he fent a fecond letter, countermanding that order : 
but the fecond meffenger arriving before the firft, Titius 
perverfly interpreting the laft order he received to be the laft 
that was fent him, put the unfortunate captive to death. 
This a&ion rendered Titius fo odious to the Roman people, 
who ftill retained ij'great regard for Pompey and bis family, 
that they could never after endure to fee him, but drove 
him out of the circus with hides and curfes, even while he 
was entertaining them with games and {hews at his own ex¬ 
pence °. 

It was believed, that the death of Pompey would have put 
an end to all civil wars : but the unbounded ambition of Oc- 
tavianus and Antony foon involved the Roman ftatein ncw 
troubles. The paffion Antony had for Cleopatra, and the ex¬ 
travagant prefents of whole provinces which he beftowed on 
her, feryed Ochvianus for a fpecious pretence to make war 
upon him ; though his real motive was to deftroy a com¬ 
petitor formidable by his valour, and the high reputation he 
had gained among the foldiery. Antony had left Oct.n ia 
in Italy, and paffcd into Syria; whither he invited Cleopa¬ 
tra, and beftowed on her all Phoenice, Ccelefyria, Cyprus, 
and a great part of Arabia and Judaea. Thefe profufe gifts 
much dtfpleafed the Roman people, who daily publiflied 
lcumlous lampoons, cenfuring his condua, on account of 
his leandalous connexion with Cleopatra. Soon after, he 
marched againft the Parthians with thirteen legions, ten 
t oufand Gauhfh or Spanifh horfe, and above thirty thou- 
fand light-armed foot This army, which made all the 
f , trcmb ] e > ferv fd only to render his retreat morefhame- 
Jul as we have related in our hiftory of the Parthians. A s 
a I the misfortunes he experienced in that fatal expedition 
were owing to his palfion for Cleopatra, which caufed.biin 
to neglect the more proper meafures, to follow thofe only 
p m1 ^ * a ^ en return to that bewitching, woman, 

moft R ; r 3 r S 7u re hlghIy incenfed a ? ainft him : but what 
moft mcenfed them, was his feizing Artabazes king of Ar-_ 

Liv. 

menu 



The Raman Hiftory. 

menia in a moll treacherous manner, and leading him in 
triumph into Alexandria, the Romans confidering the ho¬ 
nour of triumphing, as appropriated wholly to their city. 

Oclavianus took advantage of Antony’s impolitic con- 03 avia nut 
du&, to eftrange the minds of the people from him j and firi o/> tit 
when he found them fufficiently exafperated, he refolved to t ,B P***~ 
fend his filler Octavia to her hufband, that he might have “*• 

a planfible pretence to declare war, if he Ihou'id offer her 
the affront of fending her back without feeing her. Antony 
was then returned from his Parthian expedition, and wait¬ 
ing at Leucopolis, or, as Plutarch calls it, Leucocome, for 
the arrival of Cleopatra. The queen brought with her 
cloaths for the foldiers, and great furns of money to be dif- 
tributed among them. Alnioft at the fame time Niger, one 
of Antony's particular friends, arrived ffom Octavia, who 
had already reached Athens, with letters from her to her 
hufband ; wherein lhe acquainted him, that flic had cloath- 
ing for his foldiers, a great many horfes, and rich prci’cnts 
for his friends and officers, with two thoufand chofen men 
well armed, to recruit the prsctoriah cohorts. Thefe were 
very unwelcome news to the queen, who, dreading the pre- 
fence of fo virtuous a rival, feigned a deep melancholy, 
and pretended to be dying for lov : lhe affe£ted to gaze 
upon Antony with languilhing eyes, and adefpairing coun¬ 
tenance, like one Uanfported with paffion ; fte pretended 
to fig'u involuntarily ■, fhe let fall tears in his prefence, and 
dried them up in hade, as if lhe had been anxious to con¬ 
ceal them, and alhamed to have him a witnefs of her weak- 
nefs. By thefe artifices the crafty queen gained the afeend- Antony 
ant over Antony, and prevailed on him to order Octavia f‘” dt *** 
not to purfue her journey into Syria, but return to Rome. oaxvM ' 
After this weak ftep, he returned with Cleopatra to Alex¬ 
andria, where he puffed the winter with her in all manner 
of luxury, pomp, aud voluptuoufnefs. 

This injurious treatment of Odtavia drew on him the re- 
fentrnent of the Romans, who were ftill more provoked at gmts nevt 
his conduct about this time at Alexandria ; for having feaft- occafnn »f 
ed the whole people of that metropolis, he affembled them °tf‘ nC p ,a 
in the gymnafium, and, caufing a throne of filver to be 
eredted there with two feats of gold, the one for himfelf, 
thc^other for Cleopatra, and lower feats at their feet for his 
children, he proclaimed Cleopatra queen of Egypt, Cyprus, 

Africa, and Ccelefyria; and joined with her, as her col¬ 
league, Ctefarion, whom ffie had by Julius Carfar. As for 
•“his own children, by Cleopatra, he gave to Alexander Ar¬ 
menia, Media, Parthia, and the reft of the eaftern provinces 
from the Euphrates to the Indus ; on Cleopatra, the twin 

filler 



i 26 


OZavianui 
eccujti him 
before the 
Jcnate. 


Article! 
preferred 
againfl 
OBttvianut 
by Antony. 


Antony 

refalvet 

upon a , 

*war with 
OSbeeviet- 
’■MU. 


the Rdmdn Hi 

After of Alexander, he bellowed Libya and Gyrene; and 
afliened to Ptolemy, whom he furnamed Philadelphus, 
Phanice, Syria, Cilicia, and all the countries of the Leffer 
Afia from the Euphrates to the Hellefpont i finally, he con¬ 
ferred on each of thefe princes the title of King of Kings, 
What feemed mod remarkable in this folemmty was, that 
Cleopatra appeared habited like the goddefs His, and An¬ 
tony like the god Ofiris; and from that time both frequently 
gave audience to the people in the attire which was 
thought peculiar to thofe deities P. ' 

Octavianus, availing himfelf of the general reientment 
againit Antony, which this divifion of provinces occafioned 
at Rome, accufed him, before the fenate and people, of 
this and feveral otjlee attempts injurious to the majefty of 
the Roman empire j which charge Antony being informed 
of, he fent fome of his friends to Rome to plead his caufe, 
and accufe Odavianus in his turn. The chief articles he 
preferred againft him, were, i. That he had not {hared 
with him the ifland of Sicily, which was lately taken from 
Pompey : 2. that he had not made reftitution of the (hips 
he had lent him : 3. that having abrogated the power of 
Lepidus his colleague, he had appropriated to himfelf the 
army, government, and revenues of (;hat triumvir : laftly, 
that he had divided almoft all Italy among his own foldiers, 
and referved nothing for his. To thefe accufations Ofta- 
vianus replied, that he had not difmilTed Lepidus from his 
government, till he had made it appear that he was unfit 
to govern : that as to what he had obtained by the war, he 
would divide it with Antony, when he gave him his fhare 
of Armenia: and as for Antony’s foldiers, they could not 
furely value or claim a few acres of land in Italy, after they 
had conquered all Media, and reduced the wealthy empire 
of the Parthians, by the mighty exploits they had perform¬ 
ed under the conduft of their invincible general. Antony 
was fo provoked at this farcafm, that though he had already 
marched to the river Araxes, with a defign to invade Par- 
thia, he dropped that expedition, and ordered Canidius, 
one of his lieutenants, to march at the head of fixteen le¬ 
gions, to the coafts of the Ionian fea, and there keep him¬ 
felf in readinefs to pafs into Europe at a day’s warning, 
Antony himfelf haftened with Cleopatra to Ephefus, 
where his lieutenants had aflembled eight hundred veflels, 
of which the queen furnifhed two hundred, with twenty 
thoufand talents, and provifions for the whole army. An-,, 
tony was advifed by bis friends to fend back Cleopatra into 


p Plut. in Anton. Dio, lib. xlix. p. 41 j, 416, ge lib. 1 . 
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Egypt, there to wait the event of the war 5 but (he, dread¬ 
ing a peace might be made in,her abfence, upon condition 
of Antony’s again receiving Oclavia, and excluding her, 
prevailed upon Canidius, with a large fum of money, to 
reprefent to Antony, that it was not juft to drive away a 
pvincefs with difgrace, who bore fo great a part in the charge 
of the war ; that it would be highly impolitic to difoblige 
the Egyptians, who made fo conliderable a part of his na¬ 
val forces; and finally, that Cleopatra was not inferior to 
any of the kings who attended him, in prudence and good 
fcnfe, as was manifcft from her governing fo mighty a 
kingdom alone. It was happy for O&avianus, that this coun- 
fel took place. Cleopatra was allowed to ftay ; {he and 
her paramour left Ephefus, and fet fail/tfr Samos, the place 
of the general rendezvous. Thither all the kings, princes, 
and nations, from Egypt to the Euxine fea, and from Ar¬ 
menia to Illyricum, were ordered to fend men, arms, and 
provifions. It was at the fame time proclaimed, that all H azu 
ilage-players, dancers, fingers, and buffoons, fhould repair 
to the fame ifland ; fo that fometimes a {hip, thought to be Sami, 
laden with foldiers, and warlike ftores, was fraught with 
fcenes, machines for the ftage, muficians, and players. 

Thus, while the reft of the,world was in the greateft dread 
of the approaching war, joy, and all kinds of pleafures, 
reigned at Samos, as if they had abandoned all other places 
to refide there. Thither each city, within the limits of 
Antony’s government, was ordered to fend an ox to be of¬ 
fered in facrificej and the kings who attended him were 
in a perpetual difpute, who fhould make the moft magnifi¬ 
cent feafts; infomuch that it became a common queftion, 
among the fpe£fators, “ What will they do by way of tri¬ 
umph after the victory, fince they make fuch rejoicings at 
the opening df a dangerous war ’ 

From Samos, Antony failed for Athens, where he lived aniAihm. 
in the utmoft luxury and voluptuoufnefs (G). While he 
was at Athens, C. Sofius, and Domitius Ahenobarbus, the 

s Plut. in Anton. 

(G) Cleopatra, who accom- puted feveral of the citizens to 
panied him, being jealous of wait upon her at her houfc with 
the Honours Oita via had receiv- the decree. At the head of 
ed at Athens, infinuated her- this deputation was Antony 
felf, with all the civilities ima- himfclf, he being free of A- 
g'mable, into the favour of the thens : and, as he was cholen 
-Athenians, who in requital, de- their fpeaker, he harangued the 
creed her honours beyond the queen in the name of the peo- 
condition of mortals, and de- pie. 


confuls 




confute of this year, Were obliged to leave Home, Got 
thinking themfelves fafe in that city, after they had taken 
upon them to defend Antony. They both took refuge in 
Athens, and incenfed Antony to fuch a degree againft Oc- 
We divorces tavianus, that he folemnly divorced Octavia, and fent pro- 
Odavia. per officers to Rome to force her from his houfe. 

. , f During Antony’s refidcnce at Athens, many of his 
jakenby friends, being ill-treated by Cleopatra, for oppofing her de- 
jeveral'of fign of attending Antony in the war, abandoned him, and 
his friends, went over to Odtavianus; among the reft, Plancus, and 
Titius his nephew. Plancus, on his arrival at Rome, ac- 
cufed Antony before the fenate of feveral crimes, with fo 
much bitternefs, that Coponius could not forbear faying to 
him, “ Surely you .never obferved what you now lay to 
Antony’s charge fill the evening before your departure;” 
reproaching him either with bafenefs in enduring thofe 
crimes fo long, or with flupidity, in not difeovering them 
fooner. Pollio’s conduct was as generous as Plancus’s was 
infamous. Pollio had abandoned Antony, and lived pri¬ 
vately in Italy, ever fince bis firft intrigues with Cleopatra ; 
but when Odtavianus prefled him to ferve under him in this 
war, he anfwercd frankly, “ I have ferved Antony better, 
perhaps, than he has rewarded me : however, as the fa¬ 
vours I have received from him are more known than the 
fervices I have done him, to avoid the imputation of ingra¬ 
titude, I will not take up arms againft him, but quietly 
wait the event of the war, and be at the diferetion of the 
conqueror.” 

Antony had made a will in favour of Cleopatra, highly 
injurious and difhonourable to the Roman people, and 
lodged it with the Veftals at Rome. Plancus and Titius, 
who had been privy to all his fecret counfels and defigns, 
gave notice of it to Ofdavianus, by whom it was immedi¬ 
ately demanded. The Veftals anfwered, that they could 
not deliver it up, without a facrilegious breach of the truft 
OStavtanus repofed in them ; but that O&avianus might, if he thought 
“ony's will c . ome anc ^ f e > ze it in perfon. He took this method ac- 
n incenfe cor< Ii»gly : having firft read it over in private, and made 
the people maiks upon thole places which he thought moft for his 
mgatnjlhim. purpofe, he called the fenate, and caufed it to be recited in 
their hearing. In this will Antony declared, that Ctefarion, 
Cadar s fon by Cleopatra, was born in lawful wedlock, and 
therefore was the true heir of Julius Caefar. This was dif- 
ppfieffing Ottavianus of the inheritance which he held only 
as the adopted fon of the dictator. By the fame will Jhe“ 
bequeathed moft of the Roman territories, which were 
under his command, to Cleopatra and her children ; and 
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ordered his body, whererer he (hould die, though at Rome, 
to be fent into Egypt to Cleopatra, to be buried as /he 
{hould dire&. Odavianu* artfully enlarged on that part 
of the will which related to Antony’s funeral, and on his 
robbing the Roman people of their provinces, to enrich a 
foreign ptincefs, who Was an enemy to Rome. As thefe 
charges were undeniably proved from an authentic indru- 
ment, they alienated the minds of many, who had hitherto 
defended his caufe with great zeal. Some of his friends, 
however, declared, that they thought it an extraordinary 
and unprecedented way of proceeding, to punilh a man in 
his life-time for what was not to be put in execution till 
after his death. 

Among other articles of accufatioq, Caius Calvifius He is ae- 
charged him with having given to Cleopatra the famous li* osfed of ]>- 
t>rary of the kings of Pergamus, confiding of two hundred verat 
thoufand volumes ; and with having fuffered the Ephefians c'^CaM- 
to give her the title of their queen : he affirmed that he had 
frequently, at the public audience of kings and princes, re¬ 
ceived love-letters from Cleopatra, and read them on his 
tribunal; that when Furnius, an orator of great eloquence 
and authority among the Romans, was pleading before 
him, he left him and the audience in the middle of their 
caufe, to follow Cleopatra, who happened to pafs by in her 
chair ; and that at a iblemn fead he had rifen from table, 
and trod upon her foot, as a fignal of their meeting in pri¬ 
vate. The heads of this accufation, however ridiculous 
they may feem at prefent, were ferioufly propofed by Cal- 
vifius, and appeared of fuch moment and weight to Anto¬ 
ny’s friends, that they difpatched Geminios to acquaint 
him, that his affairs required him to be more circumfpeft; 
and that, unlefs he altered his condud, he was in danger 
of being deprived of the office of conful, to which he had 
been named for the year enfuing, of being dripped of all 
his governments, and declared an enemy to the Roman 
people. The arrival of Geminius alarmed Cleopatra, who, The hikes- 
looking upon him as one of Octavia’s fpies, made him the of 
condant jed of the table, where fhe took care to have him 
always .placed at the lower end. Geminius bore all her ° 0 f 
affroijts and outrages with great patience, in hopes of find- friends to 
ing an opj|ortunity of talking with Antony in private. But forfait 
the infatuated triumvir, indead of giving him a private au- 
dience, afked him one night at a full table, what had 
brought him to Athens. “ The bufinefs I come upon (faid 
he), well xieferves a ferious confideration, and is not to be 
fettled over a bottle. One thing, however, I am charged 
by your friends to tell you, which you may hear as well 
Vei. XU. K drunk 
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drunk as fober; your affairs will bear a much better fie#, 
if you fend back Cleopatra into Egypt.” “ You have done 
very wifely, Geminius (anfwered the enraged queen), to 
tell us this important fecret, without waiting till it was ex¬ 
torted from you on the rack.” A few days after Geminius, 
dreading the effe&s of Cleopatra’s difpleafure, efcaped to 
Rome; whither he was followed by many of Antony’s 
friends, no longer able to bear the ill ufage. they received 
from the imperious ^Egyptian (H). 

1 O&avianus, finding hirafelf in a condition, to encounter 
Antony with equal forces, no Ionge'r delayed declaring 
war; but caufed it to be decreed only againft Cleopatra, for 
fear of provoking Antony’s friends, who were Hill very nu¬ 
merous and powejJ'ui. However, Antony was deprived of 
the confulate, and his government was taken from him, for 
fuflerang himfelf to be ruled by a woman. The decree im¬ 
plied betides, that Cleopatra had fo bewitched Antony with 
her charms and potions, as to deprive him of his fenfes; 
and that Antony was not to manage the war againft the Ro¬ 
mans, but Mardio.n the eunuch, Photinus, Iras, Cleopatra’s 
wartiagwoman, and Charmion, another of her maids, who 
y|tert,&cdme Antony's counfellors and prime minifters of 

{press of the (contending parties were anfwerable to 
$ped. between them. Antony had under 
;provinces from the Euphrates and Ar- 
Ibpqm.Sea and Illyricum, and from Cyrene to 
Efeiap fa t: r ) Qaaatknus’s government extended from Illyri- 
and comprehended all the coaft of 
* * SFhs opposite to Italy, Gaul, and Spain- Many 
Atttogy*s ' fey tune, and attended him in this 
king of Mauritania, Tarcondemus 
Cilicia, Archelaus of Cappa- 
'apblagonia, Michridates of *Con»a- 



(H) ‘Among tfadfe were M*r<. 


ehs Syllaniw, and Dellius the 
hiftortan. The latter had fold 
at an entertainment, where the 
wine was not to his tafle, that 
Antony’s friends drank vinegar, 
while at Rome Sarmentus was 
ferved with Falemian wine. 
This Sarmentus is mentioned 

s- 


bio, p. 4*T, 411. 

by Hbrace’(i), and was one of 
O&avianus’s buffoons. Cleo¬ 
patra took this raillery fo ill, 
that fhe ordered Dellius ,fo be 
privately murdered;.but he be¬ 
ing acquainted by Glaucut-, a 
, p hylic; an, of her defign, faved 
him felt by flight, and retired to 
Rome (2). — ’ 

(1) Plat, in Anton. Dio, lib. i. 


gene. 



97v “Rontaft flifiory. 

gene, A<lallas of Thrace. ' Thefe attended him in peffcrt: 
but Polemon king of Pontus, Malchus king of Arabia, He¬ 
rod king Of Judxa, Amyntas king of Lycaonia and Galatia, 
only fent their quotas of forces. All thefe together com- 
pofed an army of a hundred thoufand fdot, and twelve thou- 
fand horfe. His navy confifted of five hundred fhips of 
War, Tome whefeof had eight, and fome ten, banks of oars. 
Odlavianus had no foreign princes in his army, which 
amounted only to eighty thoufand foot, but was as ftrong in 
cavalry as the enemy. 1 He had no more than two hundred 
and fifty fhips, but thofe light and well manned with failors, 
rowers, and foldiers; whereas Antony’s feemed built for 
! ollentation, and, befides, w<Sre very indifferently manned, 

I his officers having been obliged, for tya*t of mariners, to 
! prefs in Greece, which had been exhaufted long before, 

I carriers, labourers, and even boys; and, notwitbftanding 
I this expedient, his veffels had not their full complement* (I). 

. In 

! ■ • Plut. in Anton. Dio, p. 4*t, 4*5, 


(I) Before thefe two power¬ 
ful fleets and armies came to en¬ 
gage, a paper war broke out, on 
What occafion we know not, be¬ 
tween the generals, who wrote 
■Very (harp and reflecting letters 
to each other. Oftavianus re¬ 
proached Antony with the pro¬ 
digality of his entertainments, 
and his intrigues with Cleopa- 
jtta,. Antony reminded Odta- 
vianus of the famous entertain- 
fl^.of the twelve gods, at 

P ; he prefided, dreffed like 
0, while the other guefts, 
WOmeh as well as men, appeared 
fj»' 4 fee'attire of gods and god- 
defles, and palled the night in 
the raoft infamous debaucheries. 
This feafl was called the Dode- 
catheon, becaufe the guefls per- 
fonatgd twelve gods and god- 
defles, had made a great noife 
at Rome, and had been the fub- 
jeft of many fatirical epigrams. 
Antony had never been guilty 
of more infamous and fcanda- 
lous debaucheries than OCia- 
y : anus was on this occafion. To 
thefe refledlions he added Ocfa- 


vianus’s hafty marriage with 
Liviaagainll all the rules of de¬ 
cency, his divorcing Scribonia, 
becaufe fhe would not bear with 
the capricious humour of that 
new miftrefs; and on this occa¬ 
fion all the Roman ladies, with 
whom OcYavianus had ever car¬ 
ried on intrigues, were brought 
upon the ftage. Antony,,in one 
ot his letters, reproached him 
with the cowfrdice hej had be¬ 
trayed in all the engagements at 
which he had been prefent. 
Odtavianus wrote to him, that it 
was childilh to fight any longer 
with the pen j but that if he 
would approach at the head of 
his army, he fhould be fuffered 
to land in Italy without molefta- 
tion; that bis fleet fhould have 
fafe ports, and his land-forces 
ground enough to encamp on, 
and put themfelves in order of 
battle. In return to thefe bra¬ 
vadoes, Antony challenged his 
rival to Angle combat; and fent 
him word, that, if he declined 
the challenge, he Was ready to 
meet him at the head ofhisar- 
Ka ntj£* 
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In the mean time the confular year expiring, O&avianu* 
caufed himfelf to be declared conful for the third time •, and 
took M. Valerius Meffala for his colleague, in the room of 
Antony, who was to enjoy that dignity this year, accord¬ 
ing to the agreement made between the two triumvirs and 
Pompey. Meffala refigned the fafces on the calends of'May 
to M. Titius, who had abandonec^Antony, together with 
Plancus; and Titius, on the calends of O&ober, yielded 
his office to Cn. Pompeius, of whofe defcent or fervices no 
mention is made in hifltory. 

As foon as the feafon would permit, both armies took 
the field, and the fleets put to fea. Antony’s fleet fail¬ 
ed into the Ambrac:ean gulf between the iflands of Cor* 
cyra and Cephalepia; and his army encamped at Aftium 
near his fleet. A&ium was a fmall city on the fouth fide of 
the mouth of the gulf in Acarnania. While Antony’s fleet 
was at anchor there,O&avianus, croffing the Ionian fea, fvjr- 
prifed'foryne, a fmall place near A&ium; and appeared next 
morning, by day-break, off A£lium, with his fhips in order of 
battle. As Antony’s legions were not yet arrived, be had 
but a fmall number of foldiers on board his fleet, and con- 
fequently mull unavoidably have been defeated, had O&a- 
vianus attacked him. To divert him therefore for the 
prefent from engaging, he armed all his rowers and ma¬ 
riners, placed them on the decks, and failed up into the 
mouth of the gulf, as if he intended to fall upon the ene¬ 
my i and O&avianus no fooner obferved him advance, than 
he retmated, as Antony had expe&ed. 

Otlavianus’s land-forces were encamped on the other 
fide of the moq|h of the guif of Ambracia, at a place where 
O&avianus afterwards built, in memory of his viftory, a 
city which he called Nicopolis, or the City of Victory. 
While he lay in this fituation, Antony, who was well ac¬ 
quainted with the country, found means to cut off the 
water from his camp, fo that his army was much diftrefl- 
ed *. In the mean time Agrippa, with a fquadron, and a con- 
fiderabie body of land-forces, ravaged the coafts of <Greece, 

* Plut. in Anton. 

rnv. in battle array, in the plains my at Brundufiutn, and Antony 
bf Pharfalia, where Cafar and came as far as Corcyra to meet 
Pompey had formerly decided him ; but the futnmer being far 
their quarrel. However, no- advanced, and the tejnpeftuous 
thing of confequence was per- feafon of the year approaching, 
formed this year; O&avianus they both retired, and put their 
afiembled both his fleet and ar- armies into winter-quarters (3). 

<3) Plut. & Dio, ibid. 
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intercepted all the* convoys that Were coming to Antony 
tom Egypt* Syria, and Afia; and, making defeents, 

[formed feveral cities j among the reft Methona in Peio* 
ponnefus, where Bogud king of Mauritania, who defend- 
ad the {dace, was killed, and the numerous garrifon cut in 
pieces. From Methona Agrippa failed for Leucas, at a 
final! diftanee from A&|um $ and In fight of Antony made 
himfelf matter of that Wand, aqd the (nips he found there. 

The cities of Patrag and Corinth likewife fubmitted to him, 
after he had defeated Q^Nafidius, fent by Antony to flop 
the progrefs of his conquefts. Returning from the coafts of 
Greece to join Oflavianus, he feMkin with Soli us, one of 
Antony’s admirals, who had defeated J,. Taurefius, whom 
O&avianus had detached with a. numerous fquadron to 
watch the enemy’s motions. Agrippa attached him with 
his ufual bravery, took fome of his (hips, funk others, and 
difperfed the reft. In this engagement Sofius himfelf pe- 
riflied, and with him Tracondimotus king of Cilicia. At 
the fame time a great body of cavalry, commanded by An¬ 
tony in perfon, was defeated by a detachment of Octavia- 
nus’s cavalry under the command of Titius and Statilius 
Taurus. Thefe advantages, and the arrival of.Agrippa 
with his victorious fquadron, induced Antony to abandon 
in the night the camp which he had fortified opposite the 
enemy’s, arid retire to A£tium on the other fide of. the Am- 
bracian gulf, where the greateft part of his army lay. 

While he continued at A£tium, feveral perfons of di- 
ftin&ion, feeing his fleet fo unfortunate in every fervice 
that was undertaken, and himfelf wafting his whole time gfouer t» 
with Cleopatra, abandoned him, and went over to Oda- O a avia - 
vianus. Among thefe were the kings Amyntas and Deio- »“'• 
tarus, and Cneius Domitius ^.henobarbus, the iaft year’s 
conful, who, nofwithftanding his affedion to Antony, 

Could no longer bear with the haughty and infolent be¬ 
haviour of Cleopatra. The unexpected defertion of Do¬ 
mitius, whom Antony efteemed as one of his beft friends, 
ftung him to the heart: however, he had the generofity, 
much againft the will of Cleopatra, to fend after him his 
whole equipage, with his friends and fervants ; a circum- 
ftance which fo fenfibly touched Domitius, who was fick 
Of a fever when he fled, that he foon after died, his diftera- 
per being increafed by the grief of abandoning a man, who 
By kiridnefs requited his infidelity and defertion. The flight 
of Domitius proved extremely prejudicial to Antony’s in- 
tereft, molt men believing that a perfon of his underftand- 
: ng and penetration would never have deferted him, had he 
not thought the ruin of bis party inevitable. Antony now 

K 3 began 
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began to diftruft his beft friends, and caufed fome of them^ 
tipon bare fufp.icions, to be put to death 5 namely, Iambli- 
chus, a petty king of Arabia, who expired upon the rack, 
and Q^Pofthumius, a fenator of dlftin&ion tt . 

At length Canidius, commander in chief of Antony’s 
forces, arrived with the reft of the legions; and, foon after 
his arrival, as he faw the danger nrarer, changed his opi¬ 
nion with relation to Cieqpatra. Tse advifed Antony to. 
fend her back, and retire himfelf into Thrace and Mace-? 
don, there to decide the quarrel in the open fields with hia 
land-forces; efpeiially as Dicomes king of the Getse 
was ready to join him #ith a great army. Antony was 
much inclined to follow the advice of his prudent and 
faithful general; but 1 Cleopatra obliged him, againft his 
own judgment, to hazard the empire, and his life, in a fea- 
fight. Being therefore determined, out of a Ihameful 
■complaifance for Cleopatra, and againft his own opinion, 
as well as that of all his officers, to try his fortune by fea, 
he made the neceflary preparations for an action, on the fuc- 
cefs whereof depended the empire of the Roman world. 

Well acquainted with the effeminacy of the Egyptians, 
he was afraid they would turn their backs as foon as the 
fight began 5 and therefore he fet fire to all their fhips, ex-, 
cept fixty, which he fpared, that they might ferve as a 
guard for the queen. Out of the other fquadrons from Syria, 
Greece, Cilicia, the kingdom of Pergamus and Phoenice, 
he chofe the beft gallies: the reft* he condemned to the 
flames, for want of mariners. 

Both fleets were now ready for a£fion} but a violent 
ftorm, which continued for four days fucceffively, prevented 
them from engaging. On the fifth, the fea being calm, 
they advanced towards each other’in good order. Gellius 
Pubiieola commanded Antony’s right Wing, Coelius con¬ 
ducted the left, and Marcus O&avius and Marcus Jufleius 
had charge of the main body. On O&avianus’ fide Agrippa 
was placed in the center, having Larius on his right, and 
A runt ins on his left. O&avianus and Antony were both, 
according to fome writers, in the right wing of their re- 
fpe&ive fleets ; according to others, they chofe no particu¬ 
lar place for themfelves, but went each in a light vfffel 
from one divifion to another, encouraging their men, and 
reminding them of their former exploits and vit£fories (K). 

** This 

* Plut ib ' ld - Vel - lib. ii- cap. g 4 . Dio, lib. 1 . p. 4x7,4*S- 

(K) Antony had on board his ries, and two thoufand archers ; 
feet nrtety thouland legiona- O&avianus eight legions, and 

five 
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M ,This day (faid Antony to his men before the engagement) 
I expe£t the empire of the world from your valour, and pro- 
naife you rewards anfwe*able to fo noble a conqueft.” Oc- 
tavianus was no lets a Clive in the .fame employment, and 
with 'more confidence, having been animated by a happy 
omen, which he caufed to be publifhed throughout the 
fleet (L). Antony ordered tfte commanders of his fhips to 
receive the enemy lying ftilbas at anchor, and to keep within 
the mouth of the gulf. Agrippa was not for attacking him 
in that pofture, and therefore kept about eight furlongs 
diftant from the enemy till noon, when a gentle gale fpring* 
ing up, Antony’s men, impatient of farther delays, and 
truftirig to the bulk and height of their 4 fliips, put their left 
wing in motion. Agrippa beheld, this.precipitation with 
great fatisfatfion, and ordered his right wing to bear back, 
on purpofe to draw the enemy as far out of the ftreights 
as poflible, that his gallies, which were fight, and nimble 
failers, might have an opportunity of furrounding Antony’s 
heavy fhips, whofe bulk, and want of hands in proportion 
to their rates, rendered them unwieldy and unfit for fervice. 

On this fide the adKon began ; but in a different manner 
from what was then ufed in fea-fights: there was no board¬ 
ing, or grappling one fhip with another. Antony’s fhips 
were ftrong, lofty, tnd fo fortified, thatthofe of OCfavianus 
rnuft have, in boarding them, laboured under great difad- 
vantages : his foldiers, therefore, attacked the enemy at a 


five pbetorian cohorts. As to 
the number of the fhips, Florus 
tells us, that Octavianus’s fleet 
confided of four hundred fail, 
and Antony’s only of half (fhat 
number ; but what was wanting 
in number, adds that writer, 
was made up in bulk; for all 
Antony’s fhips had from fix to 
nine banks of oars; and belides, 
they were fo raifed with turrets 
and decks, that they refembled 
cattles and cities. As to the 
number of Antony’s fhips, Flo¬ 
rus is contradicted by Oftavia- 
nus himfelf, who left written in 
his commentaries, quoted by 
Plutarch, that he took three 
hundred of the enemy’s fhips. 

(L) We are told, that asOc- 

(t) Plut. in Anton. S 


tavianus t?as going out of his 
tent at break of day to vilit his 
fleet, he met a countryman driv¬ 
ing an afs. Being moved with 
curiofity,.or rather fuperftitiou, 
he afked the man’s name. “ My 
name (replied he) is Eutvches, 
and my afs is called Nicon.” 
The firft of thefe names in 
Greek fignifies happy, and the 
other conqueror* This icemed 
fo lucky an omen to OCbivianus, 
that he no longer doubted of 
victory ; and, when aftei wards 
he erected a trophy in that 
place with the beaks of the fhips 
lie had taken, he caufed two fta- 
tues of brafs to be eretted, one 
reprefenting the man, the other 
hisafs(i). 

let. in OCfav, cap. 96. 

L 4 diftance. 


Yr. of FI. 

5319. 
Ante Chr, 
* 9 ' 
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diftance, with pikes, javelins, darts, and feveral intentions 
of fire, which they threw among them, while Antony’s men 
defended themfelves with {hower# of darts and arrows, 
which they difeharged from their wooden towers. In the 
mean time Agrippa ordered Aruntiusto extend his left wing, 
and endeavour to hem in the enemy. Publicola immedi¬ 
ately advanced in order to prevfnt his being outflanked ; and 
as by this motion be left the main body unguarded, Agrippa 
bore in upon it, and put it in diforder. However, the vic¬ 
tory ftill remained doubtful, Antony’s foldiers, who were 
all chofen men, defending themfelves with incredible valour, 
and making a dreadful havock of all who attempted to ap¬ 
proach them. The fight lalted feveral hours, with as fair a 
profpeft of fuccefs £on Aptony as for Oftavianus, the mari¬ 
ners and foldiers on board the two fleets being encouraged 
by the fhouts of their refpefitive armies, who waited the 
event of the engagement drawn up in order of battle, the 
one on the north fide, and the other on the fouth fide of the 
Ambracian Gulf. 

While the two parties were thus contending with great 
furyand obftinacy for victory, Cleopatra’s fixty gallies,croud- 
ing all their fails, advanced unexpectedly between the two 
fleets. This fudden motion equally furprifed both navies. 
Antony, whofe center was' already inMiforder, cxpeCted 
f°me gallant aCtion from the queen, who had brought him 
«/Clj>a * nt ° tie P re ^ ent danger *. he was therefore ftruck with amaze- 
trai' ment ’ when he faw the whole Egyptian fquadron, inftead 
of falling upon the enemy, tack about, and with a fair^lvind 
fteer their courfe towards Peloponnefus. Here Antony be¬ 
trayed a weaknefs hardly to be imagined: his paflion for 
that,proftitute getting the better of his ambition, honour, 
and every other confideration, he lib fooner faw the queen’s 
fhip under fail, than he threw himfelf into a galley of five 
banks of oars, attended only by two domeflics, Scellius and 
•who n/el- Alexander.the Syrian. Thus he abandoned his men, who 
Jbttcnu were generoufly facrificing their lives in his fervice, to fol¬ 
low a bafe woman, who had long fince begun, and was now 
accomplifliing his deftru&ion. As foon as he came up with 
Cleopatra’s galley, he was taken on board ; but without fo 
much as feeing her, he placed himfelf at the ftern, and 
there, leaning his elbows on his- knees, and his head on 
both his hands, as one confounded with anger and ihame, 
he continued a long while in that melancholy attitude *. 

Vdl P p«e!"«f Uh.\ ££’£• '■ P - 439 ’ 440, "** ,ib ' iVtCa P‘ "• 

The 
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The gallant behaviour of Antony’s troop* tm thisoccafion Thegmilam 
cannot be fufficiently admired and commended ; for though hehaviomr 
their general had abandoned them, and the report of his »/datonflt 
flight was fpread through the fleet, yet they fought with the trto f u 
fame ardour and intrepidity as if Me had been prefent; and 
difputed the viflory till night, when a ftiff gale fpringing 
up, they were feparated, and having no leader to conduct 
them, fell into diforder, which was the caufe of their de¬ 
feat. Three hundred (hips yielded to the conqueror 9 but His fleet it 
the flaugl\ter was inconsiderable. Antony’s land-forces overcome, 
could not be brought to. {relieve, that a general, who had 
nineteen legions entire: and twelve thoufand horfe, could 
bafely defert them, efpecially fuch a general as Antony, 
who had feen and encountered fortune ip all her lhapes and 
viciffitudes. They therefore expended he would foon appear, 
and putting himfelf at their head, give them an opportunity 
of (hewing their fidelity and zeal for his intereft and fervice. 

When they were at lafi thoroughly perfuaded that he had 
deferted them, they neverthelefs kept in a body, though 
quite furrounded both by fea and land, for feven days to¬ 
gether, without hearkening to the advantageous offers made 
them by Odlavianus. At length, being abandoned by Ca- and hit 
nidius, and all their chief officers, who privately made land-force! 
their efcape, they liftened to the conditions which Ofta- fabmtt. 
vianus offered them, and were incorporated among his le¬ 
gions. Such was the famous fea-fight of Aftium, To much 
fpoken of by the ancients, efpecially the poets of that time *. 

It was fought on the lecond day of September, when Cae- 
far Oflavianus and Meflala Corvinus were confuls (M). 

‘ After this defeat, the auxiliaries, who had ferved under oflavut- 
Antony, retired to their refpe£Hve countries, and, in ,the nm'i cm- 
fequel, made their peaco with the conqueror on the beft dua te ~ 
terms they could*cbtain. Some of the princes he depofed, 
others he continued in their former (late 5 but impofed upon **** ‘ 

them, as well as upon all the free Hates which hpd joined 
Antony, heavy fines 9 whereby thofe unhappy countries 
were reduced to a moft deplorable condition. As for the* 

Romans, 0£favianu3 pardoned fome at the earned intreaties 
of his friends and his mother Mutia 9 others he punifhed 
with the utmoft feverity. Odfavianus, next morning after 


. * Vide Virg, lib. viji. Atneid. Ovid. Metamorph, lib. xv. Horae. ' 
epod. 9. It pj-opert. lib. iv. eleg. 6. 


(M) Ak Odfavianus, by this 
ever memorable victory, became 
foie mailer of the whole Roman 
empire, Diq, Suetonius, and 


after them Aurelius Viffor and 
Eutropius, reckon from this 
time the years oP O&avianut’a 
empire or reign, 

the 
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JxzZgrM- mSar? eoapto* detect<*/n fot» 

cfron of/ig/’tg;!///es/npvs/i»t of Antony and C/eoysfr.y; 
which Antony no fooner faw rowing up to him, than he 
commanded his pilot to tack about, and face them. Upon 
this morion they all bhcked, except one commanded by Jiury- 
cles the Lacedaemonian, who ranging tip to Antony’s vdTef, 
with great fiercenefs and intrepidity, Ihook his lance at him 
in a threatening manner. “ Who art thou, (cried Antony 
from the Hern) who haft the boldnefsto purfue me thus? ’* 

« Ifam, (anfwered he) Eurycles, the fon of Lachargs,brought 
hither by Csefar’s fortune to revenge my father's math.” 
This Lachares had been condemned to death by Antony tor a 
robbery. However, the Lacedaemonidn not venturing to 
engage fo renowned ;t*commander, attacked another galley 
and took her, with a fhip, an board of which was a great- 
deal of rich plate and furniture. Eurycles retired, fatisfied 
with his prize ; and upon his retreat Antony returned to his 
former melancholy pollute, and continued fo three days, with¬ 
out feeing the queen, till he reached Taenarus in Laconia. 

Ht canti- There Cleopatra’s women brought them to fee each other, 
rues his and converfe as formerly, Antony appearing as fond of her 
fandnep as everj w hen he bad the ftrongell reafons to deteft and 
thru abhor her, as the only caufe of his ruin. At Taenarus he 
‘ ‘ received an account of the total defeat of his navy; but, 

believing his legions dill in his intereft, he wrote to Cani- 
dius to retreat with them through Macedon into Afia, pro- 
fVsgcmrt- pofiug to tenew the war in that country. As he was him-. 

to- felf determined to retire into Africa, he gave one of his 
y >ar ‘ / j s fl,s largeft fliips, laden with vaft fum 3 of money, and gold and 
fntn s. jy vcr veffels of*an ineftimable value, to his friends, defiring 
them to lhare it among them, and provide for their own 
fafety ; but they refufing it with tears in their eyes, and de¬ 
claring they would always follow his fdktune, he broke 
forth into complaints of his cruel deftiny, which deprived 
him of thf: power of giving them fuch tokens of his ac- 
knowlegement and gratitude, as they had giverilhim of their 
liilelity and affe&ion. Het added, tnat he could not, with¬ 
out being guilty of the higheft injuftice, fuller them to be 
involved in his misfortunes ; and therefore abfolutely com-. 
qjanJed them to abandon him to his evil deftiijy, and eon- 
lult their own fafety. He ordered Tbeophilus, governor 
ol Corinth, to provide for their fecurity, and keep them, 
concealed till they could make their peace with Odtavia- 
nus. Having taken this ftep for the prefervation of his 
friends, he retired to Africa, whence he fenf Cleopatra into 
tgypt, and foon after followed her. Of, the reduction of 
Egypt by O&anianus, of the unhappy cad of Antony and 
■ • Cleopatra, 
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rimmatra, and the affcaivg circ urn fiances of their death, 

^ J! e myen an account in our A i/lory oi the Ptolemies 

^Egrpt/to wbich we * e/i;r our rea . de j S ‘ 'f-H A i Vt h t fh 

Ms*ere thrown down, and entirely demolithed both 
in Egypt and at Rome; his memory was declared ‘ nf *™° as 
Z the fervile fenate; and a decree was paired, enattmg, 
lhat none of his family fhould ever after bear the name of 

M SS!»u S , living retael W ft °S, 

fairs of that kingdom, left Alexandria in the beginning ot 
September, in the year of Rome 720, with a defigr1 to re- of Fgypu 
turn through Syria, Afia Minor, and Greece, to Italy. On Afta Aft- 
Iris arrival at Antioch, he found Tiridates, who had been mr , Stc. 
Jaifed to the throne of Parthia in opposition to Plates* 
and likewife ambaffadors from Phraates, who were aU come 
on the fame bufinefs, to folicit the aff.ftance of the Ro¬ 
mans againft each other. Octavianus gave a friendly an- 
fwer bo S th to Tiridates and the ambaffadors of Phraates, 


(O) He died in the fifty- 
third, or, as fome write, fifty- 
fixth year of his age, leaving 
feven childrcu by his three wives 
Fulvia, Octavia, and Cleopa¬ 
tra ; for he married the queen 
after his divorce from Oftavia. 
What became of Alexander and 
Ptolemy, his fons by Cleopatia, 
we find no where recorded ; but 
for his daughter Cleopatra, the 
virtuous Odlavia brought her 
up with her own children, and 


» fcahdalous intrigue with Ju¬ 
lia, Oikavianus’s only daughter, 
which coil him his life. Oc- 
tavia had by Antony only two 
daughters, of whom the elder 
was called Antonia Major,^ and 
the younger Antonia Minor. 
The former married L- Domi- 
tius Ahenobarbus, by whom Ihe 
had Cneius Domitius, who, by 
Agrippina, the daughter of 
Germanicus, was the father ot 
the emperor hfero. Antonia 


up with her own children, ana ^ v, both ber 


lUdUi llama, — -- 

learned and virtuous princes of 
his age. Antyllus-, his eldeft 
fon by Fulvijugyas betrayed by 
his governofi|Bheodorus to Qc- 

tavianus’s folmers, who, by his 
orders, put him to death. Ju¬ 
lius Antonius, the younger bro¬ 
ther of Antyllus by the fame 
mptWer, became one of Octa- 
vianus’s chief fayourites; Oc- 

f C _ .L-t 


mouici a --- r 

married to Drufus, the fon ot 
Tiberius and Liyia, and fon- 
in-law to O&avianus. From 
this marriage came Germani¬ 
cus, defervedly elleemed the 
greateft general of his time, and 

the moft accomplifhed perfon 
among the Romans; and Clau¬ 
dius, who reigned before Nero. 
Cains, furnamed Caligula, the 


vianus’s chief favourites ; Uc- v.ams > * Hkewlfc 

tavia, whofe generofity for that fon of “ pire . 

unfortunate family was without g a family. not- 

1 _ a 1 _on him 


uniuruinaic . 

bounds, having be (lowed on him 

Marcella, one of her daughters 
bv her firft hufband; But he af¬ 
terwards indifcreetly engaged u» 


govcrucu I. MV . * 

fo that Antony’s family, not- 
withftanding their misfortunes, 
gave three emperors to Rome. 


tin thnilf 
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without intending to aflift ekhenj but rather with a defign 
to animate the one again ft the other, and by thefe means 
to weaken both, fo as to render the Parthian name no 
longer formidable to Rome. Haring appointed Mefiala 
Corvinus governor of Syria, he marched Into the province 
of Afia properly fo called, and thefe took up his winter- 
quarters r . In the beginning of the next year O&avianus 
entered his fifth confulate, and had the following col¬ 
leagues : Licinius Craflus, to the calends of July j C. An- 
tiftius, to the ides of September; and M. Tullius, the fon 
of the famous orator, from that time to the end of the year. 
He employed the winter in fettling the affairs of the feveral 
• provinces of Afia h'Jinor, and the adjacent iflands; and in 
the fpring pafled jntb Greece, whence he departed for 
Hiturm to Rome, which he entered in the month Sextilis, afterwards 
Korn. called Auguft, in three triumphs, which were celebrated 
for three fucceffive days (P). 

OBavia - Ottavianus was now at the height of his wifhes, foie 
»au thinks fovereign, foie mafter, of the whole Roman empire; but 
efrtfign- the many dangers which attend an ufurped power, appear- 
jSwnr.* in S t0 him ’ n a ftronger light than ever, filled his mind with 
a thoufand perplexing thoughts. The natural averfion of 
the Romans to a kingly government, their love of liberty, 
and the ides of March, when his father Julius was mur¬ 
dered in full fcnate by tbofe very men whom be thought 
the moft devoted to his peffon, wet* confiderations that 
filled him with apprehenfions concerning his perfonal fafety. 
The pafiion of fear is faid to have outweighed the attrac- 

7 Bio, lib. li. p. 447. 

(P) The firft triumph was for an alp hanging at her arm. 
his viftories oyer the Dalma-. Rome was » much enriched 
tians, Fannoniuns, and fome with the immenie treafures 
German and Gauliih nations, brought by OiS tayjaa us and his 
whom he .had conquered before foldiers out of* JMttpt, that the 
his war with Antony. Thefe- value of moneyiBTfrom, ten to 
cond was for his naval viftory four per cent, and the prices of 
at Actium ; and the third for every thing elfe rofe in propor- 
the reduftion of Egypt. In the tion. After his triumph, the 
laft, which was the moft mag- name of emperor was conferred 
nificent of the three, were led upon hinlt, not In the common 
before the victor’s chariot Alex- fenfe, as it imported.only a ti- 
ander and Cleopatra, whom An- tie of honour, but as it carried 
tony had by fhe queen; and with it a fovereign power, and 
the image of the queen was an uncontrouled authority {■). 
carried in a bed of uate, with • 

(1) Dio, lib. iii. p. 453, 434, 
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tions of power, and inclined him to follow the example of 
SyUsu Before he came to any refolution, he thought it ad- 
vifeable to confult his two moft intimate and trufty friends, 

Agrippa and Mxcenas} the former no lefs famous for his 
probity than his valour; and the latter a man of great pe¬ 
netration, and generally efteemed the moft refined politi¬ 
cian of his age. Agrippa openly declared for a generous 
refigna^ion : he enlarged on the many and almoft inevitable 
dangers which attend monarchy, infupportable to a free 
people, and to men educated in a commonwealth : he did 
not forget the examples of Sylla and Cxfar ; and clofed his 
fpe’ech with exhorting Oftavianus to convince the world, 
by reftoring liberty to his country, that the only motive for 
his taking up arms wa#ko revenge his father’s. death. 

Maecenas, on the other hand, remonftrated to him, that lsdiffaaiti 
he had gone too far to recede ; that, after fo much blood- ** b 
fhed, there could be no fafety for him but on the throne 5 * <,n 

that, if he diverted himfelf of the fovereign power, he would 
be immediately profecuted by the children and friends of the 
many illuftri#us perfons whom the misfortunes of the times 
had forced him to facrifice to his fafety; and that it was ab- 
folutely neceflary for the welfare and tranquility of the re¬ 
public, that the fovereign power fliould be lodged in one 
perfon, and not divided among many individuals, whofe 
ambitious views would ftill occafion a perpetual fucceffion 
of miferies to the public. Oftavianus thanked them both 
for their friendly advice, but adhered to the.opinion of Mae¬ 
cenas ; who gave him many wife inftru£tions and rules of 
government, which ye related at length by Dio Caffius *. 

Among other things he told him, that he could not fail of 
being fuccefsful in all his undertakings, happy in his life¬ 
time, and famous in hiftory after his death, if he never de¬ 
viated from this maxim ; to govern others as he would wilh 
to be governed himfelf, had he been bom to obey, and not 
to command. Maecenas added, that if, in taking upon him 
the foverei^K power, he drea'dedthe name of king, fo odious 
in a commonwealth, he might content himfelf with the title 
of Cxfar, or Jmperator, and, under that title, which was 
well known to the Romans, enjoy all the authority of a fove¬ 
reign. 

This advice O&avianus followed, and from that time laid 
afide all thoughts of abdicating the fovereign power; but, to 
deceive the people into a belief, that they ftill enjoyed their 
anpient government, he continued the old magistrates, with 
the fame name, pomp, and ornaments, andjuftasmuch 

* Bw, lib. lib p. &c. 

power 
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power as he thought proper to delegate into their hands* 
They were to have their old jurifdiftion of deciding finally 
all caufes, except fuch as wye capital; and though fome 
of thefe laft were left to the governor of Rotne, yet the 
chief he referved for'himfelf. He pjid great attention to 
the people : the very name that covered his nfurpation was 
a compliment to them ; for he affe&ed to call it the power 
of the tribunefhip, though he a£led as abfolutely by it as if 
he had called it the diftatorial power He likewifc won 
the hearts of the populace by taking particular care that pro- 
vifions fhould be cheap, and the markets plentifully fup- 
plied: and he entertained them with {hews to amufe their 
imagination, and keep thpm in good humour. While they 
thus enjoyed plenty dnfe, and pleafure, they had no temp¬ 
tation to enquire into the title of their prince, or refenta&s 
of power, which they did not immediately feel. 

He filled the fenate with his own creatures, raifed the 
number of the confcript fathers to a thoufand : he fupplied 
feveral poor fenators with money out of the treafury to dif- 
charge the public offices, and, on all occafions, artedled a 
high regard for that venerable body; but at the fame time 
diverted them of all power, and reduced them to mere cy¬ 
phers. To prevent them from raifing new difturbances m 
the diftant provinces, he iflued an edi£l, forbidding any fe- 
nafor to travel out of Italy without leave, except fuch as had 
lands in Sicily, or Narbonne Gaul, which at that time com¬ 
prehended Languedoc, Provence, and Dauphiny. To thefe 
provinces, which were near Italy, and in a perfect ftate of 
tranquility, they had liberty to retire i#ien theypleafed, and 
live upon their eftates. Before he ended his fixth conful- 
lhip, he took a cenfus of the people; and found the number 
of men fit to bear arms amounted to four hundred fixty- 
tbree thoufand • (QJ. He likewife celebrated the games, 
which had been decreed by the fenate for his victory at Ac- 
tium; and it was ordered; thjt they fhould be celebrated 
every fifth year, four colleges of priefts being appointed to 

» Dio, lib. liii. p. 496, & Marmor. Capuana, tom. iii. Anna!. 
Pighii, p. 495. 

(Q_) Mention is made of this 
cenfus in the marble tables of 
Capua in thefe words; “In my 
fixth confulfliip with my col¬ 
league M. Agrippa, I numbered 
the people, ami made a cenfus 
after forty-one years (that is, 
from the cenforihip of Cn. Len- 

take 


tulus and L. Gellius); in which 
four hundred fixty-three thou¬ 
fand citizens were numbered ” 
Inftead of this number, Eufe- 
bius, whom feveral modern wri. 
ters have followed, has in his 
chronicle four millions one hun¬ 
dred and fixty-four thoufand. 
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take care of them 5 to wit, the pontifices, the augurs, the 
feptemvirs, and quindecemvirs. In order to gain the affec¬ 
tions of the people ftill more, he annulled, by one edict, 
the manyfevere and unjult laws which had been enacted 
during the triumvirate. He railed many public buildings, Headonu 
repaired thofe that were decayed, and added many orna- treaty. 
ments to the city, which at this time was, if we may give 
credit to fome ancient writers, about fifty miles in conipal's, 
and contained near four millions of fouls, reckoning men, 
women, children, and Haves. He attended bufinefs, ic- 
formed abufes, fliewed great regard for the ltomar* 
promoted pleafure and jollity, often appearing in penon at 
the public diver'fions, and in all things liudying to endear 
himfelf to the populace. • * 

In the beginning of his feventb confullhip with M. 

Agrippa, finding all things ripe for his defign, the people 
highly pleafed with his mild government, and the fenate 
filled with his creatures, he went by the advice of Agrippa 
and Maicenas, to the fenate-houfe ; and there, in a ftudied He mates 
fpeech, offered tp refign his authority, and put all again a feint tt 
into the hands of the people upon the old foundation of the a M'cate 
commonwealth. Theconfcript fathers not only interrupted " ls power. 
him while he was fpeaking; but afterwards unanimoufly 
befought him to take upon himfelf alone the government of 
the Roman empire. He, with a /eeming relu£tancy, yield- Is compelled 
ed to their requeft, as if he had been compelled to accept b d> ll,e f‘- 
of the fovereignty. By this artifice he compalfed his de- l " rt ' 
fign, which was, to get the power and authority he had 
ufurped, confirmed to him by the fenate and people for the 
fpace of ten years; for he would not accept of it for a longer 
term, pretending he fliould, in that time, be able to fettle 
all things in fuch peace and order, that there Would be no 
farther need of his authority.; but that he might then eafe 
himfelf of the burden, and put the government again into 
the hands of the fenate and people. This method he took to 
render the yoke lefs heavy ; but with a defign to renew his 
leafe, if we may be allowed the expreffion, as foon as the 
ten years were expired ; which he did accordingly from ten 
years to ten years as long as he lived, governing the whole 
Roman empire within abfolute and uncontrouled power. 

With this new authority the fenate refolved to diftinguifh 
him by a new name. Some of the fathers propofed the name 
of Romulus, to import, that he was another founder of 
Rome : fome offered other titles; but the venerable name 
°f Auguftus, propofed by Munatius Plancus, feemed pre- 
ferabl e to all the reft, as it exprdfed more dignity and re¬ 
verence 
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verence than authority; the moft facred things, fuch at 
.temples, and palaces confecrated by augurs, being termed 
by the Romans Augufta. O&avianus himfelf was inclined 
to affume the name of Romulus; but, on mature refle&ion. 
The title of he declined it, and took that of Auguftus B , by which we 
iugujtui (hall henceforth ilUHnguifh him in the fequel of our hiftory. 
conferred Among other Vnftances of fervile adulation payed at this 
»fo im. Juncture to Auguftus, one Sextus Pacuvicus, a tribune of the 
people, devoted himfelf to the emperor, in the manner 
of the Celtes: in other words, he bound himfelf by a fo- 
lemh oath to live and die with Auguftus. 

Though the whole power of the fenate and people was 
now vefted in Auguftus, yet, that he might feem to (hare 
it with the confcript fathers, he refufed to govern all the 
His polity provinces, affigning to the fenate fuch as were quiet and 
d ™ d <”g peaceable, and keeping to himfelf thofe which, bordering 
vincts'-with u P on barbarous nations, were moft expofed to troubles and 
\hefinatt. wars > faying, he defired the fathers might enjoy their power 
with eafe and fafety, while he underwent all the dangers 
and labours; but, by this politic condu£, he fecured all 
the military power to himfelf, the troops lying in the pro¬ 
vinces he had chofen; and the others, which were govern¬ 
ed by the fenate, being quite deftitute of forces. The 
■ latter were called fenatorial, and the former imperial, pro¬ 
vinces (R ). Over the provinces of both forts were placed men 
of diftinftion, fuch as had been confuls or praetors, with 
the titles of proconful and propraetor; but the government 
of Egypt was committed to a private knight, Auguftus 
fearing left a perfon of rank, depending upon the wealth 
and fituation of that country, might raife new difturbances 
in the empire. All thefe governors held their employ¬ 
ments only for a year, and were, upon the arrival of their 
fucceiTors, obliged to depart their provinces immediately, 
tod not fail to be at Rome within three months at the 


b Dio, lib. liii. p. 407. Flor, lib. iv. Liv. lib. cxxxiv. * 


(R) The fenatorial were A- 
frica, that is, the ancient do¬ 
minions of Carthage, Numidia, 
Afia properly fo called, or the 
ancient kingdom of Pergamus, 
Greece, ftyled by moft hifto- 
rians Achaia, Epirus, Dalma¬ 
tia, Macedon, Sicily, Sardinia, 
the ill and of Crete, Lybia, Cy- 
renaica, Bitbynia, Pontus, and 


that past of Spain called Bscti- 
ca. The imperial provinces 
were, the reft of Spain, com¬ 
prehending the province* of 
Tarracon and Lulitania, all 
Gaul and Germany, Coelefyria, 
Phoenice, Cilicia, the ifland of 
Cyprus, and the kingdom of 
Egypt. 
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fartfeeft'• Thus ended the greafeft commonwealth, and, The end 
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C H A P. LII. 

Tfc Hiftory of Rame y from the'Settlement of 
the Roman Empire to the Death of Nero, 
thejajl of the Family of the Qzjars. 

T HE firft and chief care of .Augu&uS; now abfolutc Yr. of FI. 

mafter of the Roman empire, was to fatisfy his fol- *3 2 *- 
diers, and attach them more firmly to his- intereft. With J ^ nte Chr. 
this vhtw he difperfed them all over Italy in thirty-two co- y c?'t*u 
lonieh, that he might the more eafily reaffemble them in 
cafe of any fudden commotion. He kept twenty-five legions The tand- 
ott foot, eight of which were on the Rhine, four on the forces of 
Danube, three in Spain, and two in Dalmatia. The other ! ^ e em t‘ rt ’ 
e||ht were fent into Afia and Africa, four of them being 
qd&rtered in the neighbourhood of the Euphrates, and in 
Syria, two in Egypt, and two in the province of Africa,. 
coilffl|ing of the ancient dominions of Carthage. Thefe 
isnnftantly maintained, even in the mod peaceable 
tiaye^ % Auguftus, and for fome ages by his fucceflors, 
their whole number amounting to 170,650 men. In the 
'->-' ^1^ of Rome were always quartered twelve co- 
it^,t?fi thoufand men, nine pf which wff* called 
prietori®, - or pnetpriari cohortst^frid the other 
prtes urbanse, or city cohorts. They were efta- 
guard the emperor's perfon, and maintain peace 
|ulity in the city. The-pnerorian guards had, as 
. i ’tct in the fequel of this hiftory, a great (hare in 
^'•changes and revolutions of the empire, till, the reign 
o&Ctla&tnfme the Great, who dilbanded them all in the 
year 3#^of the Chriftian ara. 





c Tacit. Anna!, libi i„ p. 35. 


, . jf ‘"' comprehended the 
greateft, and by far the -heft 
part of Europe, Afia, and Afri¬ 
ca, being near four thoufand 
miles in length, and about half 
as much in breadth'. As to the 

Vol. XII. 


yearly revenues of the empire, 
they.have, by a modeft com- 
putationi been reckoned to a- 
mount to forty millions of our 
money. 

L Befides 
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7 he policy 
of Auguflus. 


R-udes tAe/e numerous sue/ wu/Adf/cvp/fuecf.Asnd-furces, 
A ugudus kept con llantly at feu two powerful fleets ; one 
riding at anchor near Ravenna in the Upper or Adriatic 
fen, to command and defend Dalmatia, Greece, Cyprus, 
Alia, and the reft of the caftern provinces ; the other at 
Mifenum in the Lower or Mediterranean fea, to awe and 
protect Gaul, Spain, Africa, and the weftern provinces. 
Their bufinefs was to keep the feas clear of pirates, to con¬ 
voy the vefl'els which brought to Rome the annua! tributes 
from the provinces beyond fea, and to tranfport corn and 
other provitions neceffary for the fubfiftence and relief of the 
city. As to the civil government, Auguflus reformed many 
ancient laws, and made new regulations; but, in this re- 
fpc£l, he afle&cif t« do nothing without the advice and 
approbation of the confcript fathers. The comitia were 
held, as formerly, in the field of Mars ; but fuch only were 
chofen for the great offices as Auguflus had before recom¬ 
mended to the centuries. 1'hc fame officers of ftate, the 
lame names, pomp, and ornaments, were continued with 
all the appearance of authority, but without the lcaft 
power u . However, the fenatc pretended to be fo well 
pleafed with his government, that they honoured him with 
the tide of Pater Patria?, or Father of his Country. 

towards the end of this year Auguflus, having fettled 
a ft airs in the capital, left Italy, and parted into Gaul, with 
a rtefign to attempt the redu£lion of the Uritiffi iflands ; but, 
being informed on his arrival at Narbonne, that the Salaffi 
at the foot of the Alps, and the Cantabri and Allures in 
Spain, had Ihaken oft the Roman yoke, he fent Terentius 
Vnrro againft the former, and marchdd in perfon againft 
the latter, after having entered his eighth confulfliip, in 
which he chofe for his colleague Titus Statiiius Taurus, 
one of his lieutenants. Before he left Gaul, he took a 
cenfus of the inhabitants of the three provinces into which 
that country was then divided, and which is the full we 
read of made out of Italy w . 

On his arrival in Spain, he defeated the Cantabri in a 
pitched battle near Vellica, at a fmall diftance from the 
Iberus, and obliged them to retire, with their wives and 
children, to one of the higheft mountains, called by the 
ancients Vindius, and by the moderns the mountain of 
Altunas ; but in the mean time falling fick, the whole 
management of the war was com mi lied to C. Antiftius; 
who, having defeated the united forces of the Cantabrians 

T “ lib - p- 5 ”- Suet, in Oftav. » Dio, lib, liv. p. 535. 
Tacn. Aimal. lib. 1. cap. 3,. Suet. Jib. ii. cap. z6. 

and 
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and Ailunans in a great battle, forced them to take refuge 
' on another inacceffible mountain, which he furrounded 
with a wide and deep ditch fifteen milts in compafs, forti¬ 
fied at proper difiances with cailles and turrets. By this 
work, all the avenues and paflages being Unit up, thofe 
unhappy people were reduced to the utmoft extremity for 
want of provifions ; yet fo great was their love of liberty, 
that, inftead of yielding, they endured for a long time 
miferies hardly to be exprefied, the women devouring their 
own children, and the young men eating the old, to fup- 
port the ne.ceflities of nature. After many unluccefsful They fall 
attempts to force the Roman intrenchments, the Afturians oufamong 
were at length inclined to throw themfelves upon the cle- themjtlvtn 
mency of the conqueror; but were opposed by the Canta¬ 
brians, who maintained, that they ought all, like brave 
men, to die fword in hand. This dangerous contention 
was carried fo far, that, after a conflict, in which many 
fell on both (ides, the Alturians, to the number of ten 
thoufand, were driven to the intrenchments of the Ro¬ 
mans, of whom they begged mercy and protection. Tibe- Numbers of 
rius, the emperor’s (on-in-law, refufing to admit them in- ‘be Aflu 
to the camp, many of thofe unhappy wretches fell upon r ‘ an, l' r ‘Jh 
their own fwords; others, lighting great fires, threw them- 
felves into them, and periflied in the flames; and fome 
ended their lives by drinking the juice of a venomous herb, 
which grew in the foreft they poflefled *. 

The confular year being expired, Auguftus, who (till 
refided at Tarracon, whither he had retired in the begin¬ 
ning of the campaign, entered on his ninth confulfhip, and 
chofe for his colleague M. Junius Silanus r. This year was Vr. of FI, 
remarkable for the total reduction of Spain, after it had, 1313. 
for more than two hundred years, given the Romans con- -Ante Chr. 
ftant employment, and put them to the expence of main- v £ 5 ' ' 
taining numerous armies in that country. The Cantabrians, *' 

whom Antirtius kept clofeiy invefted, were forced to fur- The Can - 
render at difcretion, to the number of twenty-three thou- tabrians 
fand. Ten thoufand of thefe were incorporated among the fubdued-, 
Roman auxiliaries, to be employed againft the Afturians; 
the reft were difarmed, and fold to the bed bidder; but 
mod of them laid violent hands on themfelves, defpifing 
their lives after the lofs of their liberty and arms *. Canta¬ 
bria, now Bifcay, being thus reduced, Auguftus divided 
his army into two bodies; one he detached, under the com¬ 
mand of Titus Carifius, into Lufitania, whither fome of 

. * Orof. lib. vi. cap. »». y Suet, in C£lav. cap. 16, * Orof. 

ibid. Dio, lib. liii. Veil. Pat. lib. ii, 
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the Afturians had retired, and the other he himfelf cofr* 
du£ted into their country. The Afturians in Luiitania were,- 
in a battle, which lafted two days, entirely defeated by 
Carifius, who could not help acknowleging, that the Aftu¬ 
rians equaled in valour the Romans. On the other hand, 
Auguftus and Antiftius, entering the country of thofe brave, 
but unfortunate people, cut rood of them in pieces, and 
made themfelves mafters of all their cities and fortrefles. 
Thus were the two mod warlike nations of Spain forced to 
receive the yoke, without being ever after able to recover 
their ancient liberty. Auguftus built feveral cities to keep 
the rebellious Spaniards in awe; among the reft Csefar 
Augulta, now Saragofa, and Augufta Emerita,now Merida, 
fo called, becaufe«it Vas founded by Auguftus, and peopled 
by his veterans, called in Latin Emeriti *. He likewife built 
a (tone bridge over the Iberus, to facilitate the march of the 
Roman troops from one province to another. 

In the courfe of this year leveral wars were carried on 
with equal fuccefs in other parts. Marcus Craffus, one 
of Auguftus’s lieutenants, overcame the Mcefians, a fierce 
and lavage people beyond the Danube. M. Vincius gained 
confiderablc advantages over feme nations of Germany, for 
which the title of Imperator was conferred upon Auguftus, 
under whofe aufpices Vincius had fought. Terentius 
Ihe SaiaJJi Varro, furnamed Murena, reduced the Salalfi, and obliged 
fubdued. them to iubmit to luch terms as he thought proper to im- 
pofe. After they had delivered up their arms, Varro fent 
forty thoufand of their youth to Eporedia, now Ivrea, 
where they were condemned to flavery for the term of 
twenty years. Auguftus divided their lands among the 
loldiers of his guard, and founded in the new colony a city, 
which he called Augufta Praetoria, now known by the 
name of Aofta. The whole glory of this expedition was 
aferibed to Auguftus, though he was then in Spain, and a 
magnificent monument erefted, by a decree of the fenate, 
to bis honour, in the midft of the Alps, on which were 
engraved the names of forty-three nations inhabiting thofe 
mountains, who were faid to have been fubdued by him, 
and brought under the Roman yoke 6 (T). 

While Auguftus was waging war with the rebellious 
, Spaniards, Cornelius Gallus, to whom Virgil inferibed his 
tenth and laft eclogue, was condemned to perpetual banifh- 

.?."«*■ ‘"Oiftav, Dio, lib. liii. p. 514, Orof, ibid. b PHn. 
lib. in. cap. ao. 

(T) The remains of this feen in the neighbourhood of 
stately monument are Hill to be Monaco. 
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jTient by the fenate, for having fpoken with too much li¬ 
berty of Auguftus. He had been appointed by the emperor, 

•who loved and efteemed him on account of his fine genius, 
the firft governor of Egypt, which he opprefied in a very 
tyrannical manner, ftripping the moft wealthy cities of the 
country, particularly the famous Thebes, of all their or¬ 
naments, and laying heavy taxes on the inhabitants. Elated 
with pride, he ruled more like an abfolute monarch than a 
fubordina'te. magiftrate, erecting ftatues to himfelf in the 
chief cities of that kingdom, and infcribing his own name 
and a£tions on the pyramids. Such extraordinary proceed¬ 
ings obliged Auguftus to recall him, to brand him with in¬ 
famy, and forbid him his houfe, and the provinces under 
his command. Gallus, thus ftigmatiaed, uttered many 
difrefpeclful fpeeches againft the emperbr ; for which, as 
well as for ht 6 rapines, extortions, and other mifdemeanors, 
he was, by the unanimous fuffrages of the fenate, con¬ 
demned to banifhment; but he prevented the execution of 
the fentence, by falling on his own fword c . Auguftus, 
whofc favour he had gained by his military exploits, and 
the elegance of his poetical compofitions, is faid to have 
wept, when he received in Spain the news of his death, 
complaining, that he alone was not allowed to fet what 
bounds he pleafed to his refentment: however, he returned 
thanks to the fenate for the zeal they had {hewn on this 
occafion for the fafety of his perfon, arid the glory of his 
name i . This year died Amyntas, king of Pifidia. He 
had been fecretary to old king Deiotarus, and raifcdby Mare 
Antony, whom he ferved with great fidelity, to the throne, 
which Auguftus fuffered him to enjoy, but would not allow 
him to tranfmit it to his pofterity ; fo that Pifidia, with Ga- Pifidia, 
latia and Lycaonia, upon his death, were reduced to a Ro- ^ at ^' nme 
man province, and firft governed by M. Lollius, in quality a 
of propraetor c . ' province. 

During Auguftus’s refidence in Spain, Agrippa, who had 
remained in Rome, was no lefs employed in adorning with 
magnificent ftruftures that ftately metropolis, than others 
were in extending its dominions. Among the many public 
edifices he built at his own charge, the moft remarkable 
were the porch and temple of Neptune, the hot baths, called 
Thermae Agrippse, and the Pantheon, a celebrated temple, The Pan- 
fo named, according to Dio, from the many images of the them, 
gods with which it was embelliflied* or rather from its 

, c 'Strabo, lib. xvii. p. 819. Ammian Marcel, lib. xvii. Dio, iib. 
liii. p. 31*. Eufeb. in Chron. d Suet, in 06 tav. c*j». 66, 

* JLutrop. lib, vii. Sext. Ruf. in Breviar. 
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arched roof, which refemhled the heavens. This wonder* 
ful ftrudure was finilhed this year, in the ninth con ful/hip 
of Auguftus, and is preferved entire to this day (U). 

TheSar- While Auguftus continued at Tarracon, his health not 
matians, allowing him yet to fet out on his return to Rome, he had 

&c^rnj’ t ^ ie f at * s f ai ^' on t0 f ee the m °ft remote nations of the North 
amlaja- ant * that is, the Scythians, the Sarmatians, the 

don to Indians, and the Seres (W), courting his friendfhip with 

AuguJIus. embaflies, and rich prefents f . Florus tells us, that the 
Seres were four years on their journey, and that they pre- 
fented Auguftus with pearls, precious (tones, and elephants. 
The following year Julia, Auguftus’s daughter, by Scribo- 
nia, was married to Marcellus, the nephew of Auguitus, 
by his filter Odtavfa^ a youth of extraordinary accomplifh- 
ments, and already adopted by Auguftus, who had no hopes 
of iflue by his wife Livia, whom he paffionately loved *. 

Yr. of FI, i n the enfuing year Auguftus entered upon his tenth con- 
Ante*ciir. having C. Norbanus Flaccus for his colleague. 

When he returned to Rome, the fervile fenate pafled a de- 
U. C. 7*j. cree, by which he was freed from the obligation of all laws, 

. . and impowered to govern the republic according to his ar- 

ftew ho bitrary will and pleafure. At the fame time, by a folemn 
/errtdTn oath > they approved of all his adts, and decreed, that Mar- 
Auguflus. cellus, though not above (ixteen years of age, fhould, on 
account of his extraordinary merit, have a place in the fe¬ 
nate among thofe of the praetorian rank, and that he might 
ftand for the confulate ten years fooner than he was allowed 
by the laws. It was likewife ordained in favour of Tibe¬ 
rius, foe-in-law to Auguftus, that he might ftand for the 
curule offices five years fooner than the ufual time. Thefe 
decrees were no fooner pafled, than Marcellus was made 
redile, and riberius appointed quseftor h . 

Unjuecefs - { his, or, as fome afiert, the preceding year, was remark- 

twatfJE- a ^ e f° r an expedition againft the fouthern Arabs, under- 
HusGallus ta ^ en by yElius Gallus, a Roman knight, the third gover- 
ino Arabia nor °f Egypt under Auguftus. The emperor, being in- 
Ftlix. 

f Flor. lib. iv. cap. x;. Sueton.in 0 £tav. cap. 21. Orof. lib. vi, 
cap. 2t. JJutr. lib. vii. s Dio, lib. liii. p. 5x5. k Dio, ibid. 

(I 1 / It is a doubt among an- whence filk was called ftrica, 
tiquaucs, whether Agrippa did and a filken garment fcricum, 
ar.) thing more than^add the bytheGreeksaswellastlieLa- 
portico to this tamnus temple. tins. From the country of the 

(R ) 1 he Seres, the fame Seres, that is, from China, filk 

people; whom we now call the was brought into Perfia, and 

ClimcK - , are thought to have from Perfia into Greece and 

been the nrft who made filk; Italy. 
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formed that South Arabia abounded in gold, filver, and 
other riches, refolved, either by fair means or forge, to open 
a commerce between them and his fubjedls: but his views 
extended even to the reduction of the Troglodytes, their 
country being feparatec/ from South Arabia only by the nar¬ 
row ftreights now called the Streights of Babelmandel, 
through which the Arabian gulf difeharges itfelf into the 
fouthern ocean. For this expedition Auguftus furniflied 
Gallus with ten thoufand men; Herod, king of Judaea, 
fent him five hundred, drawn out of his own guards ; and 
Obodas, king of the Nabathsean Arabs, fupplied him with 
a thoufand more, under the command of Sylkeus, his chief 
minifter. 

Syllxus undertook to be Gallus’s gujdd in this expedition ; Hr it be- 
but with no other view than to betray hfm, and render, the *9 

enterprize abortive. Gallus had propofed to march through * * us ' 
the country of the Nabathaeans, and from thence into South 
Arabia, or Arabia Felix ; but Syllseus falfly informing him, 
lhat there was no fafe paflage thither by land, he built an 
hundred and thirty tranfports at Cleopatris, a port at the 
bottom of the Arabian gulf, or Red Sea; and, putting his> 
army on board of them, failed for Leucocome, a maritime 
city of the Nabathseans on the other fide of that fea. As 
this was a very dangerous navigation, on account of the 
many rocks and (helves in that part .of the Arabian gulf, 
and Syllteus condu&ed them the word way through it, he 
was fifteen days in his paflage, and loft a great many 
(hips. On his landing, his army was feized with a diftem- 
per common in that country, which obliged him to continue 
ina&ive at Leucocome, and in that neighbourhood, for the 
remaining part of the fummer, and the following winter. 

Early next fpring he left Leucocome; and, after a painful 
march of fix months fouthward, being led by the treacher¬ 
ous Sylkeus through ways almoft impafiable, he arrived on 
the borders of Arabia Felix. 

Upon his approach, Salius king of that country fled, aban¬ 
doning his metropolis, called by Strabo the city of the 
Agrans, which Gallus took by aflault. From thence he 
continued his march fouthward, and arrived on the fixth 
day at a river, where a numerous body of Arabs afiembled 
to tlifpute his paflage ; but Gallus attacking them, cut ten He difeats 
thoufand in pieces, with the lofs of two men only. With- the Arabs, 
out farther oppofition, he made himfelf mafter of Anncftus, f ta j 
Afca, Magufum, Tommacum, Labeccia, Mariaba, a city 
fix miles in compafs, Athrula, where he left a gari ifon, and 
Caripeta. From Caripeta he penetrated farther into the 
country, and, after fome days march, reached Mwfyabte, 
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a' city of the Rhamanites, who were governed by a petty 
prince named Ilafarus: he befieged the place} but was 
obliged, after feveral unfuccefsful attempts, to drop that en- 
terprize, for want of water. His men being feized with 
various diftempers, occafioned by the heat of the climate* 
and the unwholfomenefs of the air, water, and herbs of the 
country, and great numbers of them dropping off daily, he 
thought it advifeable to retreat into the country of the Na- 
bathseans, and from thence purfue his route into Egypt, 
Accordingly, having difcovered the treachery of Syllaeus, he 
marched homeward, under the conduct of more faithful 
guides ; and came in fix days to Anograna ; whence, after- 
having put to flight king Sabus, who attempted to harafs 
him on his march, purfued his journey to Negra, called 
alfo Hygra, whiclT he reached in fixty days } whereas he 
had fpent fix months in marching from thence to the con¬ 
fines of Arabia. At Negra he embarked his troops, and 
having crofled the Arabian Gulf in eleven days, he landed 
at Myos Hormus, on the Egyptian fide ; and from thence, 
by the way of Coptus, led back the miferable remains of his 
army to Alexandria, after having fpent two years in this 
unhappy expedition. In the feveral fkirmilhes he had with 
the enemy, he loft only feven men; but the far greater 
part of his forces perifhed either by ffmine or difeafes ‘ (W). 

While ./Elius Gallus was employed with part .of the Egyp¬ 
tian army in this expedition, Candace, queen of -/Ethiopia, 
invading the province of Thebais in Upper Egypt with a 
great army, iurprifed the cities of Syene, Elephantina, and 
Phyllis, carried the Romans, who garrifoned them, into, 
captivity, overthrew Auguftus’s flatues, and laid wafte the 
whole country. Alarmed at this invafion, C. Petronius, at 
that time governor of Egypt, having, with amazing expe¬ 
dition, got together a body of ten thoufand foot, and eight 
hundred horfe, marched againft the'warlike queen, and, 
coming up with her in the neighbourhood of Pfelcha, a 
city of Ethiopia, on the banks of the Nile, defeated her ar- 


1 Dio, lib. liii. p. 516— -5*4.. Strabo,.lib. xvi. p. 780. & lib. ii. p. 
srS. & lib. xvii. p. 810. Joleph. Antiq. lib. xv. cap. »». Sc de Beil. 
Judaic, lib. j cap. 16. Plin. lib. vi. cap. 28. 

(W) Some of the medicinal the reft, treacle, which, on his 
compositions, which he invent- return, he prefented to Au- 
ed againft the diftempers that guftus, telling him, that it had 
reigned in his army, are men- faved the lives of many of his 
-tioned by Galen, and, among foldiers(i). 


(1) Galen, de Antidot. lib.ii. 
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ray, though thirty thoufand ftrong, and made himfelf matter 
pf Pfelcha, the key of Ethiopia on the fide of Egypt. 
From Pfelcha Petronius penetrated above eight hundred 
miles into the country ; and, after having pafled thofe de- 
ferts, where the whole army of Cambyfes is faid to have 
been by a fudden (form buried in the fand, he took, with¬ 
out oppofition, the cities of Premnis, Aboccis, Phturis, 
Cambyfes, Atteva, and Stadifis j which lnft place Rood 
near the catara&s of the Nile. Encouraged by this fuc- 
cefs, the Roman general advanced to Napata, which Dio 
calls Tenape, the metropolis of the kingdom, which he 
took, and deftroyed ; and from thence pufhed forwards, till 
at length, being unable to proceed farther, on account of 
the great deferts, nor remain there any longer, on account 
of the excefilve heat of the climate, he was obliged to re¬ 
turn. Having, therefore, put a garrifon of four hundred 
men into Premnis, one of the ftrongeft fortreffes of Ethio¬ 
pia, and fupplied it with provifions for two years, he re¬ 
turned to Alexandria, carrying with him many thoufand 
captives, w'hom he fold for Haves, except one thoufand, in 
which number were the chief commanders of Candace’s 
army ; and thofe he fent as a prefent to Auguftus. The 
queen of Ethiopia, upon the firft notice of the departure of 
the Romans, having aflembled new forces, attacked with 
great vigour the garrifon they had left at Premnis; but 
Petronius returning with aftonifhing expedition, {he was 
obliged not only to raife the fiege, but to conclude a peace 
upon terms very advantageous to the Romans. Elowever, 
Auguftus afterwards remitted the tribute, and reftored to 
Jier all the cities which Petronius had feized k . 

During thefe tranfaftions in the Eaft, the Afturians and 
Cantabrians attempted to recover their liberty -, and having, 
by a ftratagem, furprifed a confiderable body of the Ro¬ 
mans, put them all to the fword. iElius Lamia, whom 
Auguftus had left governor of that part of Spain, foon re¬ 
venged their death, laying wafte the whole country with 
fire and fword, and cruelly maflacring moft of the young 
men who were able to bear arms ; by which means he re¬ 
duced them in lefs than a month to entire fubjeftion 

In the courfe of the following year, Auguftus, being in 
his eleventh confulfhip, with Cn. Calpurnius Pifo, fell into 
a dangerous diftemper, which brought him to the point of 
death. When he thought himfelf paft recovery, he fent 
for the curule magiftrates, and the chief men of tne fenato- 

k Strabo, lib. x«ii. p, **o. Dio, lib.liv> p. 5*4, 5*3. Piin.Hb. vi. 
cap. 19. 1 Dio, p. 5»3,514. 
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rial and equeflrian order, who had no doubt that he dcfigned 
to name in their prefence his fucceffor, and entail the em- 
Hii beha- pj re on hj s family. They were, therefore, greatly furprifed 
That' cca t0 ^ ee t ^ e d y in g emperor, without uttering a fingle word. 
Aw. ° CCa ~ P ut i nt0 l i ic bands of his colleague Calpurnius Pifo his laft 
will, and with it a book of his own writing, which contained 
a diltin£t and minute account of all the towns, provinces, 
allies, forces, riches, and taxes, of the whole Roman em¬ 
pire. The contents of his will, which was to be opened 
only after his death, w r ere never known •, but from his not 
naming a fucceffor, and his delivering to the chief magis¬ 
trates, in fo critical a juncture, an account of the revenues 
and forces of the empire, they concluded, that his defign 
was to put the corftnponwcalth into the hands of the fenate 
and people. His *ring he delivered to Agrippa, fignifying 
thereby, as was then interpreted, that, if they defired to be 
governed by one man, they could not choofe a perfon better 
qualified for fo great a trull than this illuftrious Roman. 
As for Marcellus, his fon-in-law, his nephew, and his foil 
by adoption, whom every one believed he would name for 
his fucceffor, he feemed to have entirely forgot him. This 
unexpected behaviour of Auguflus at the point of death, 
when his lincerity could not be reafonably queftioned, 
gained him the affeCtions of the people above any thing he 
had hitherto performed : they thought him more worthy of 
being folemnly deified, and ranked among the gods, for the 
difinterefled love he (hewed for his country, than his father 
Julius on account of his warlike exploits. 

Anmius But the apotheofis of Auguflus was deferred for many 
Mufa re- years; for Antonius Mufa, a famous Greek phyfician, bro- 
health t ^ ier to buphorbus, phyfician to Juba, king of Mauritania, 
f<> ea ’ by cooling potions, and the ufe of the cold bath, reflored 
him to his health, to the unfpeakable joy of the fenate and 
people, who immediately ordered a flatue of brafs to be 
ereiled to Mufa, oppofite that of iEfculapius, a diflinCtion 
never before granted to any freedman : be was alfo allowed 
to wear a gold ring •, and all perfons of his profeffion were 
for ever, in gratitude to him, exempted from all manner 
^Rom/for taxes ant * tr ‘butes m . The recovery of Auguflus oc- 
*Ls°eco- cafioned great rejoicings in the city, medals were flruck, 
•wry. many of which have reached our times, and the mofl mag¬ 
nificent fports exhibited that had ever been feen at Rome. 
We are told, that fome fathers, then on their death-beds, 
commanded their children to facrifice victims in their name, 
as a thankfgrving to Jupiter Capitolinus, with this inferip- 
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1 Dio, lib. liij. p, 517, & feq. 
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tion, “ The day of our death was the day of Auguftus’s re¬ 
covery n .” The emperor, as foon as he was in a condition to 
appear abroad, went to the fenate-houfe, where, after having 
thanked the fathers in the moft flattering terms for the con¬ 
cern they had fhewn during his illnefs, and the joy they 
had exprefled on his recovery, he opened his will, and 
offered to read it to the affembly, in order to convince them 
that he had appointed himfelf no fucceffor; but left them 
at full liberty either to re-eftablilh the ancient form of go¬ 
vernment, orchoofe for themfelves a fovereign ; but they 
all exclaimed, that they would not by any means fufter him 
to take that trouble, fince they were, without any farther 
proof, convinced of the fincerity of his intentions, and his 
dilinterefted zeal for the public welfarg. * 

The behaviour of Augullus during hi^illnefs occafioned 
a mifunderftanding between Marcellus and Agrippa. The 
former, thinking himfelf injured by his uncle, who had 
preferred to one of his own family a man of mean defeent, 
3 mere foldier of fortune, exprefled his refentment, not 
againft the emperor, but againft his favourite, treating him 
on many occafions with great contempt, Agrippa was not 
a man to bear with fuch ufage. The emperor, therefore, to 
prevent the ill confequences of their mutual jealoufies, 
thought it advifeable to feparate them and accordingly ap¬ 
pointed Agrippa governor of Syria, who immediately left 
Rome, but went no farther than Mitylene, in the ifland of 
Lelbos, whence he fent his lieutenants to govern the pro¬ 
vinces committed to his care. 

Augullus, now thinking his authority fufficiently efla- 
blifhed, refigned the fafees to P. Seftius, a man of an un- 
blemilhed charatter, though a conftant and faithful friend 
to Brutus, under whom he had ferved in the battle of Phi¬ 
lippi, in quality of proquasftor, and whole memory he highly 
reverenced. The fenate was fo affefled with this impartial 
conduct of Augullus, in preferring a man of Seltius’s charac¬ 
ter to many of his own friends who afpired to the fame dig¬ 
nity, that they heaped new honours upon him, declared him 
perpetual proeonful of the Roman empire, impowered him 
to aflemble the fenate when he pleafed j and, what he valued 
above all other prerogatives, allowed him to exercife the 
authority of the tribunelhip, and enjoy all the privileges an¬ 
nexed to that dignity, not only within the walls of Rome, 
but in the moft diftant provinces. Such an ample and un¬ 
limited power was without precedent; but the emperor rea- 
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tiily accepted it, as it rendered his perfon facred, and fe cured 
him againft all outrages and infults °. 

In the confulate of Cn. Calpurnius Pifo and L. Seftius, 
Phraates, king of Parthia, being reftored to the throne by 
the Scythians, Tiridates, whom the Parthians had chofen 
in his room, being obliged to fave himfetf by flight, came 
to Rome, with the chief men of his party, to folicit the aflift- 
ance of Auguftus, promifing to bold the kingdom of him, 
in cafe he fhould be reftored by his means to the throne. 
On the other hand, Phraates fent ambaffadors after him to 
defeat hisdefigns, and to demand of Auguftus the delivery 
of his rebellious flaves, as he ftyled them, and the releafe of 
his fon, whom Tiridates had put into the emperor’s hands 
at Antioch. Augfiftus introduced the ambaffadors to the 
fenate; but after they had pleaded the caufe of their re- 
fpeftive princes before the fathers, without confulring them, 
he declared, that he would not deliver Tiridates into the 
hands of Phraates, nor affift either of them againft the 
other: however, he gave Tiridates leave to live at Rome, 
ordering him, out of the public treafury, an allowance Suit- 
able to his rank ; and fent back to Phraates his fon, on con¬ 
dition that he fliould reftore all the captives and enfigns 
taken from Craffus and Antony. This reftitution Phraates 
promil'ed ; but did not immediately perform p. 

This year Marcellus was feized with a hc£Uc fever, which 
Antonins Mufa undertook to cure; but the remedies he pre- 
ftiibcd, the fame which had faved the life of Auguftus, 
were commonly believed to have occafioned his death, in 
the nineteenth year of his age, to the inexpreffible grief 
of Auguftus, his mother Q£tavia, and the Roman people, 
whofe hearts he had won by his extraordinary accomplifh- 
ments, obliging behaviour, and uncommon modefty. His 
funeral obferjuies were performed with the utmoft magni¬ 
ficence in the Campus Martius, Auguftus, who was his 
neareft relation, pronouncing, according to cuftom, his fu¬ 
neral oration s. 

Next year, M. Claudius Marcellus jfEferninus and L. 
Aruntius being confuls, a dreadful plague raged in Rome, 
and all the other cities of Italy ; which, as the lands were 
left uncultivated, was attended with a general famine. The 
'fiber overflowed, and laid great part of the city underwa¬ 
ter. Lightning fell on the Pantheon, and deftroyed feveral 
ftatues in that temple. The populace, imagining that the 

° Dio, lib. liii. p. 5,8. Veil. Patercul. lib. ii. cap. 91. Jofeph. .An- 
tiq. lib. xi. cap. 13. Suet, ibid.cap. 66. p Dio, lib. liii. p. 5<8, 

5 1 9 - Judin, lib. xlii. cap. j. q Dio, lib. liii. p. 517, 1,9. Veil. 

Patercul. lib. ii. cap. 93. Tacit. Anna!, ii. Virg. A Eneid. lib. vi. 
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gods hat! vifited them with thefe, and threatened them with 
greater calamities, becaufe they had fuffered Auguftus to 
lay down the confulate, furrounded the fenate-houfe, and 
threatened to fet fire to it, tuilefs the fathers immediately 
created him dictator. The confcript fathers readily com¬ 
plied with their requeft ; then the people repaired in crouds 
to the houfe of Auguftus, with twenty-four axes and fafces, 
intreating.him to accept of the dictatorfhip ; but he wifely 
declined the offer, having already all the power and autho¬ 
rity, without the envy and danger, annexed to that title. 
However* that he might not feem todefpife the favours of 
the people, he’accepted the office of general purveyor, which 
had been formerly conferred on Pomppy the Great, and 
took care to fupply the city with pleftty.of provifions, ap¬ 
pointing annually two perfons for that purpofe, who had 
difeharged the prastorfhip two years before. He could by 
no means be prevailed upon to aflume the office of perpetual 
cenfor ; but named to that important employment Paulus 
yEmilius Lepidus, brother to the triumvir, by whom he 
had been profcribed, and L. Munatius Plancus, formerly 
one of Antony’s moft zealous partizans ; but Lepidus dying 
foon after, and Plancus being a man of a moft infamous cha¬ 
racter, Auguftus took upon himfelf to perform the fun&ions, 
though he declined the title, of that magiftracy, and enafted 
feveral excellent laws relating to the reformation of manners 
(X): but all thefe meafures taken for the advantage of the 

public. 


(X) From the xdiles he tranf- 
ferred the care of the public 
ihews and fports to the praetors, 
whom he reduced to ten, and 
would not allow them to exhibit 
the ufual fports at their own 
charges; but obliged the people 
to contribute a fmall fum for 
their own diverftons, and paid 
the reft out of the public trea- 
fury. He ordered, by a parti¬ 
cular edift, that none Ihould 
exhibit the Ihew of gladiators 
witWbut leave from the fenate, 
and then only twice a year, and 
with no more than one hundred 
and twenty combatants. As 
many perfons of rank, women 
as well as men, had of late de- 
uafed theitffelves to aft and 
dance upon the ftage, Auguftus 


reftrained fuch fcandalous prac« 
tices, by forbidding, under the 
fevereft penalties, any of the fe- 
natorial or equeftrian order to 
appear on the ftage. Auguftus, 
in this zenith of his power, was 
fo condefcending as to appear 
in courtsof judicature like a pri¬ 
vate perfon, and even to plead 
for his friends, or attend them 
wheii cited before the praetors, 
or other judges. This com- 
plaifance often drew infults 
upon him from'the adverfe par¬ 
ties, as it happened in the cafe 
of one M. Primus, who was ac- 
cufed of having made an irrup¬ 
tion into the country of the 
Odryfians, while he was go¬ 
vernor of Macedon, Primus 
maintained, that he had been 
ordered 
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public, Were not fufficient to exempt him from the ma¬ 
chinations of thofe who wiflied to fee the ancient form of 
government reftored. Murena, and Fannius Caspio, the 
former a man of an unblemifhed charadler, and the latter 
the greateft debauchee in Rome, formed a confpiracy againft 
him ; for the execution of which a day and place were al¬ 
ready appointed: but in the mean time Murena difclofed 
the whole to his filter Terentilla, and the to her hufband 
Maecenas, who imparted it to the emperor, after having ad- 
vifed his brother-in-law, and the other cqnfpirators, to ab- 
fcond, till he Ihould be able to obtain their pardon : but 
Augullus would not liften to the entreaties either of Mae¬ 
cenas or Proculeiy.s, who was brother to Murena, and in 
fuch favour with .thff emperor, that he had been long in 
fufpenfe whether he Ihould beftow his daughter Julia on 
him or Marcellus. As Augullus proved inflexible, thecon- 
fpirators were fummoned to take their trials, and, not ap¬ 
pearing, interdicted fire and yater throughout the whole- 
extent of the Roman empire. Ca:pio was conveyed in the 
night-time, by a faithful flave, to the Tiber in a balket, and 
put on board a fmall vclfel, which lauded him at Oftia. 
From Oftia the flave conducted him fafe to Laurentum, and 
from thence to Cumae, where he was betrayed by another 
flave to a centurion, who cut off his head, and carried it to 
Rome. Murena was difeovered in Rome, and put to death 
by the emiffaries of Augullus. 

As the confpirators had been abfolved by the votes of fomc 
of the judges, the emperor, fearing fuch criminals might, 
for the future, efcape unpunilhed, enadted two laws, im¬ 
porting, that all guilty perfons, who refufed to appear, 
Ihould be condemned to the fame punifhments, which would 
have been inflitSted upon them, if they had been regularly 
tried and convicted ; and that, for the future, the judges, 
in criminal cafes, Ihould deliver their opinions, not in writ¬ 
ing, but openly, and by word of mouth. Left the feverity 
he fhewed on this occafion might inflame the minds of the 


ordered by Augullus to make 
war upon the Odryfians; where¬ 
upon Augullus, appearing foon 
after in court, was aiked by the 
prsetor, whether Primus’s plea 
was true or not. The emperor 
anfwered, that Primus was cer¬ 
tainly miilaken, fince he was 
very fure he had given no fuch 
orders. This open and pofitive 
declaration left no room for any 


reply ; which fo provoked L. 
Murena, who pleaded for Pri¬ 
mus, that he could not help 
alking the emperor with ‘great 
boldnefs and anger, “ What 
bufinefs he had there; and 
what had brought him to a place 
where he was neither expected 
nor wanted ?” “ The public 
good,” replied Auguftus, with 
great calraneft and moderation. 

people. 
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people, he took no notice of the behaviour of old Cxpio, 
who not only fet at liberty the flave who had conveyed his 
fon out of Rome, but fentenced the other to be crucified, 
after having caufed him to be led through the ftreets of 
the city, with a writing, which expreffed the caufe of his 
punifhment. At this time Auguftus, to gain the fenate, 
delivered up to the fathers the provinces of Cyprus and Nar- 
bonne Caul, which, from this time, began to be ranked 
among the proconfular piovinccs, and to be governed by 
magiftrates fent thither by the fenate r . This year the Can¬ 
tabrians and Afturians revolted again; but were foon fulv 
jefted by C. Furnius. 

Italy, and all the provinces in the Weft, enjoying pro¬ 
found tranquility, Auguftus refolvcd ta make a progrefs into 
the Eaft; and, with this view, fet out for Sicily towards the 
end of the year, leaving the people at fulf liberty in the 
choice of their confuls- At the time appointed, therefore, 
for the great ele&ions, the centuries met, and unaninioully 
railed to the confulate Augpftus, and gave him M. Lollius 
for his colleague ; but he refufirig to accept of that dignity, 
and even to name another in his room, the centuries met a 
fecondtime; whenfuch diforders were raifed in the comi- 
tia by the ambition of the two competitors, L. Silanus and 
CC_-4imilius Lepidus, that the wifer citizens thought proper 
to l'olicit Auguftus to return to Rome, and put a flop to the 
contefts and divifions which the oppofite factions had raifed 
in the city. Auguftus received the account of thefe dif- 
turbances with fecret fatisfaction, hoping they would con¬ 
vince the ir.oft zealous and obftinate republicans, that they 
were no longer capable of governing themfelves as for¬ 
merly : however, left the quarrels of two fuch men, who 
had a great number of clients, and were allied to mod of 
the chief families in Rome, fhould produce a civil war, he 
reprimanded the candidates feverely, and commanded them 
to keep at a diftance from Rome till the election fhould he 
over. This precaution did not reftore tranquility to the 
city; the friends of the two competitors fupported their re- 
fpective interefts with the fame warmth as if he had been 
prefent; but at length Lepidus’s party prevailed, and he was 
chofen conful. However, Auguftus, to prevent fuch dif— 
turtemces for the future, judged it neceflary to create a new 
magiftrate, whofe province fhould be to maintain peace and 
tranquility in the metropolis. Agrippa feemed to him the 
moft proper perfon for fuch an important office : he there¬ 
fore difpatched a mefienger to him, ordering him to quit 

' Dio, lib. liv. p. 533. lib. liii. p. $04. 
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the ifland of Lefbos, and repair to him in Sicily. On his 
arrival, he commanded him to divorce Marcella, though 
daughter to Ochtvia, and Auguftus’s niece, and to mairy 
his daughter Julia, the widow of Marcellus (Y). 

' Auguftus, having fettled the affairs of Sicily, paffed into 
Greece, where he Ihewed particular marks of favour to the 
Lacedemonian^, on whom he bellowed the ifland of Cy- 
thera, and five other cities, as a reward for the kindnefs 
they had formerly Ihewn to Livia, when Ihe fled with her 
hulband and fon out of Italy. He punilhed the Athenians 
for having eredled ftatues to Brutus and Caflius, and after¬ 
wards addled Antony. He depiived them of the ifland of 
Aigina, and the city of Eretria, forbidding them for the fu¬ 
ture to fell the rights,of their city, which,brought them vaft 
fums, the Romans themfelves glorying in being free of 
Athens/. From Greece Augullus failed to Samos, and 
there wintered. 

Early irrthe fpring, M. Apuleius and P. Silius Nerva being 
confuls, Augullus left Samos, and croffed over into Alia, fet¬ 
tling the affairs of the provinces, through which he palled. 
He deprived the Cyzicans of their liberty, for having feourg- 
cd, and put to death, fome Roman citizens. The fame punilh- 
menthe inflicted on the inhabitants of Tyre and Sidon, judg¬ 
ing this the moll effedlual method of fuppreffing the fa£lions 
which reigned in thefe cities, and were attended with fre¬ 
quent murders. As he drew near the borders of Patthia, 
Phruatea king of that country, dreading a foreign war, not 
only fent back to him all the enfigns and captives taken by 
the Parthians in their wars with'Craffus and Antony, but 
fubferibed to all the conditions which Augullus impofed, 
giving four of his fons, with their wives and children, as 
hoflages for the performance of articles ’. Augullus having 
thus recovered the Roman eagles and captives, commanded 
the fenate to Ihut up the temple of Janus, which he had 
opened on his letting out for the Eaft, and to offer facri- 
fices to the gods, for the fuccefs which had attended him 
in this expedition. 

At the fame time Auguftus fettled the affairs of Armenia. 
Attabazes, king of that country, having been taken pri- 
foner by Antony, and carried to Alexandria, Artaxias, his 

O 

* t>io, p. jaj. t Dio, ibid. 


(Y) We are told, that Msece- 
nas promoted-this match, by 
fuggefting to Auguftus, when 
he confulted him about it, that, 
fince he had already made 


Agrippa fo great and powerful, 
lie ought either to cut him off, 
or unalterably attach him to 
his intereft, by marrying him 
to his daughter. 

fon, 
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fen, whom Did calls Artahazes, fucceeded "him: but he 
making himfdf obnoxious to his fubjedfs by a moft tyran¬ 
nical and oppreffive reign, they complained of him to Au- - 
guftus, defiring to have Tigranes, his younger brother, who 
was then at Rome, to reign over them. Auguftus complied Suguftus 
with their requeft, and fent Tiberius, the fon of Livia, appoint/ 
with an army into Armenia, to expel Artaxias, and place j!& ra ” e * 
Tigianes.on the throne. Artaxias being killed by his own 
fubjeeds before the arrival of Tiberius, and Tigranes ad- ’ 

mitted, without oppofition, to fucceed him, the young Ro¬ 
man had no opportunity of fignalieing himfelf by any mi¬ 
litary exploits : however, he crowned the new king with ivJio re- 
great pomp and magnificence, placing tjie diadem upon his ee ' v ** l/,e 
tribunal', and obliging Tigranes to retewe it of him, as if 
he had been indebted to him for his kingdom “ (Y). ' enu ’ 

This year Julia, who had no children by her firft huf- 
band Marcellus, brought Agrippa a fon, who was named 
Caius, and on whole birth day a perpetual facrifice, with Ct >ius 
other folemnities, was decreed v . Towards the end of the ^ ar bl>Ttt ' 
fummer, Auguftus left Syria ; and being attended by Herod, 
king of Judaea, to the fea-fide, embarked, and failed for 
Samos, where he palled the enfuing winter. The confular 
year being expired, Auguftus was named conful in the af- 
fembly of the people, and C. Sentius Saturninus given him 
for his colleague. Auguftus declining that office, the fac¬ 
tions revived, and the Campus Martius was turned into a' 
field of battle, many perfons being killed in the fray; fo 
that Auguftus, to appeafe the diforders that were raifed on 
this occafion by the ambitious competitors, was obliged to 
name a colleague to Sentius of his own authority. The 
perfon he preferred was Lucretius Vefpillo, who had 
been formerly proferibed by the triumvirs, but at this time 
ferved under Auguftus in quality of lieutenant. Thefe two 
magiftrates, together with Agrippa, maintained peace and 
tranquility in the city, by puniftiing, with the utmoft fe- 
verity, the ringleaders of the late tumult x . 

“ Dio, p. j»6. w Dio, ibid. * Dio, ibid. 

(Y) Velleius Paterculus tells the fame of his name and ex- 
us, that entering Armenia at ploits, that they fent back to 
the head of his legions, he re- Auguftus the Roman enfigns 
duced the whole country, and and captives (i). But all other 
obliged the Armenians to re- writers aferibe the recovery of 
ceive Tigranes, whom he calls the enfigns to Auguftus, and 
Artaval'des, for their king. He agree, that Tiberius performed 
a dds, that the Parthians were nothing worth mentioning, 
o alarmed at his approach, and 

(t) Veil. Patercul. lib. ii. cap. 94. 

Vol. XII. M 


While 



l6i 


Yr. of FI. 
* 3 * 9 - 

Ante Chr. 
* 9 - 

V. C. 7 * 9 - 


A feconi 
tmbajjy 
ft cm the 
king of 
InJia. 


Auguftus 

returns’to 

Home. 


The Roman Hi/lorjl. 

Wtiile Auguftus refided at Samos, he received a fccond 
embafl'y from the king of India. The ambaffadors delivered 
to him a letter in the Greek tongue, wherein the king of 
India told him, that though he reigned over fix hundred 
kings yet he had fo great a value for his fnendfhip, that 
he font this embafl'y on fo long a journey on purpofe to de¬ 
fife it; that he. was ready to meet him in what place he 
(hould pleafe to appoint; and that, upon the firlt notice, 
he would affift him to the utmoft of his power, in what¬ 
ever was right. This letter he fubfcribed by the name of 
Porus, king of India (Z). Auguftus, early in the fpnng, 
left Samos, after having declared the inhabitants free, and 
returned to Rome* where he was received with loud accla¬ 
mations, and ail .poffible marks of honour; his bringing 
back the military enfigns and pnfoners taken in the Par¬ 
thian wars, being what the Romans valued beyond the 
greateft victories (A). 

(Z) The fix hundred kings, cubits long, a river tortoifethree 
whom he boatled to reign over, cubits long, a partridge bigger 
were the rajas, or petty princes, than a vultur, and feveral ty- 
who governed the kingdom un- gers, the firft that had ever been 
der him, feveral of whofe de- teen, either by the Greeks or 
feendants remained long after ; Romans (t). 
who, paying an annual tribute (A) In the courfe of this 
to the. Great Mogul, governed yearVirgildied,at Brundhfuim. 

• their fubiefts with an abfolute As he had not yet put the lalt 
authority. Of the ambaffadors hand to his Aineid, he ordered, 
who fivtf fet out from India, by his will, that performance 
three only reached the prefence to be burnt •, but Auguftus pre- 
of Auguftus, the others dying vented this article of his will 
by the way. Of the three fur- from being performed. Vir- 
vivins one was Zarmar, a gil’s body was, according to his 
gymnofophift, who, following own appointment, conveyed to 
Auguftus to Athens, there burnt Naples, and depofited in a rao- 
himfelf in his prefence, as Ca- nitment erefted for that purpofe 
Pan us, another of that left, had on the road from Naples to Pu- 
formerly done in the prefence teoli. On the monument was 
of Alexander. Among the engraved the following diftich, 
prefects which they brought, written by the poet himfelf(n): 
were huge vipers, ferpents ten 

Mantua me genuit; Calabri rapuerfc; tenet nunc , 
Parthenope: cecini paleua, rura, duces. 

“ Now, turn’d to duft, to Naples 1 belong, 

Once to Calabria ; but from Mantua fprung : t 
Of fliepherds, fields, and mighty chiefs I fung.” 

(i) Strabo, liv. xv. p. 719, 710. (*) Vide Tib. Donat, in vit* 

Virgilii. ^ 
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As a general depravity of manners reigned at this pe¬ 
riod in Rome, the fenate prevailed upon Anguftus to accept 
the office of cenfor for five years. At the fame time they Aus>uftut 
conferred on him the confular power for life; ordaining, cenfor. 
that he fhould always have twelve axes and fafces carried 
before him, and fhould fit in a curule chair between the 
confuls. They likewife intreated him to make new laws, 
offering .to bind themfelves by oath to the obfervance of 
them s but the emperor refufed an oath, which he judged 
ufelefs, intimating, that if his laws were good, they would 
obferve them without that tie ; if not, their oath would be 
ineffectual /. The prefence of Agrippa being no longer 
neceffary in Rome, Auguftus difpatcbecl him into Gaul, to A V">PP“ 
flop the incurfions of the Germans, whcv having paffed the 
Rhine, committed horrible ravages in the countries fubjeCt manl , 
to Rome. But at the approach of this renowned com¬ 
mander, they repafled the river, and fheltered themfelves 
in their woods. 

Agrippa having left a fufficient number of troops to 
guard the banks of the Rhine, which was the boundary be¬ 
tween Gaul and Germany, paffed from thence into Spain, 
where the Cantabrians, notwithftanding their former Ioffes, 
had raifed new didurbances. Mod of their youth had a 
few years before been taken prifoners, and fold for flaves 
to the neighbourihg nations : but, having found means to 
break their chains, they had affaffinated their matters, and, 
returning into their own country, fortified themfelves, and 
attacked, with incredible fury, the Roman garrifons. A- HUexpeit. 

f rippa marched againft them with great expedition; but uanagwnfi 
e met with fo vigorous a refiftance from that brave and 
gallant people, that his foldiers began to defpair of ever 
being able to reduce them. As the Cantabrians had waged 
war with the Romans for above two hundred years, they 
were well acquainted with their manner of fighting, net 
inferior to them in courage, and now become defperate. Their bra • 
knowing, that if they were conquered, after having fo often very. 
attempted to recover their liberty, they mull expeCt the 
mod fevere ufage, and cruel flavery. Animated with this 
reflection, they fell upon the Romans with inexpreffible 
fury, routed them in feveral rencounters, and defended 
thenffelves, when attacked by the enemy, with fuch intre¬ 
pidity and refolution, that Agrippa afterwards owned, he 
had never, either by fea or land, been engaged in a more 
dangerous expedition. That brave commander was obliged 
to ufe entreaties, menaces, and to brand fome of his legion- 

v Dio, p. }27. Suet, in Oitav. 
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aries with ignominy, before be could bring them to engage 
fo refolute and formidable an enemy. But having at length 
prevailed upon them to try the chance of a battle in the 
ppen field, he fo animated them by his own example, that, 
after a mod obftinate difpute, he gained a complete victory; 
which indeed coft him dear, but ended that deftruitive war. 
All the Cantabrians fit to bear arms were deftroyed, their 
caftles and faftnefles taken and rafed, and their women, 
children, and old men, none elfe being left alive, obliged 
to abandon the mountainous places, and fettle it! the plain. 
Thus Agrippa completed the reduction of a brave nation^ 
which had kept the Roman arms employed ever fince the 
time of Scipio Africanus *. 

Agrippa, on hi# return to Rome, exerted himfelf won¬ 
derfully in embellifhing the city with new- edifices, and 
fupplying it with great plenty of water; which proved no 
lefs ornamental to that metropolis, than Cohvenient and 
ufeful to the multitudes of people who flocked thither from 
all parts of the then known world (A). Towards the end 
of this year Auguftus granted a triumph to Lucius Corne¬ 
lius Balbus, for having fubdued the Garamantes, a people 
of Africa, hitherto unknown to the Romans. Balbus made 
himfelf mailer of all that country, which lay between 
Africa properly fo called, that is, the ancient dominions of 
Carthage, Lower Ethiopia, and Getulia, extending, by that 
acceflion, the limits of the Roman empire as far as the ri¬ 
ver Niger. Such an important conqueft Auguftus judged 
worthy of a triumph, which was accordingly granted to 
Balbus. Though he was not a native of Italy, but bom at 
Gades in Spain, and lately admitted to the tights of a Ro¬ 
man citizen, he had the glory of being the nrft foreigner 
who was honoured with this mark of diftirtflion ; Auguf- 


* Dio, p. 518. Suet, in O&avio. 


(A) The waters Virgo, Ju¬ 
lia, and Tepula, were by him 
conveyed, at his own expence, 
into the city, by aqueduas of a 
moft magnificent ftruflure, and, 
for the moft part, fupported by 
large and beautiful columns of 
marble. The aquedu£ts of the 
waters Appia and Marcia were 
by him repaired at an immerife 
charge, and it is certain, that 
to Agrippa chiefly was Rome 

(») Cafliod. lib. vii, epift. 


indebted for that great plenty 
of wholefome water, which it 
enjoyed, perhaps, above all the 
the cities in the world, at 
that timd. To this Auguftus 
alluded, when hepleafantly an- 
fwered the people, who com¬ 
plained to him of the fcarcity 
and dearth of wine, that A- 
grippa had taken care they 
ihould not die of thirft (1). 

’. Front, in Aqusduft, 

tut 
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jus wifely overlooking ancient cuftoms, to honour, and re¬ 
ward valour, without diftindtion, in men of all nations *. 

Next year P. Cornelius Lentulus and Cn. Cornelius Len- 
tulus, either brothers or relations, being confuls, Auguftus 
prolonged his authority for five years more, the firit ten 
years of his fovereign power being near expired b . His firft Augujtus 
meafure, after the prolongation of his power, was to reform rejorms 
•the fenate. Many, perfops of mean birth, and infamous 
characters, having been admitted into that body, during 
jtheconfufiop of the civil wars, in order to purge the fenate 
of fo many unworthy members, he agreed with Agrippa, 
whom he took for bis colleague in the cenforfhip, to re¬ 
duce the number of the fathers from a thoufand to fix hun¬ 
dred. To avoid the odium of chooSng them all himfelf, 
he named only thirty, empowering each of them to eledfc 
five : of the five each of them named, one only was to be 
chofen, and he by lot} fo that thirty only were elected at a 
jtime} but, as foon as that 'election was over, five others 
were named by each of the thirty electors, and one pf the 
five chofen by lot, as before. Though each of the thirty 
electors had bound himfelf by a folemn oath not to eleCt 
any of his own relations, or perfons unworthy of that rank, 
yet, in feme of their tablets, were found the names of men 
•of moft infamous chara£ters, while others of known pro¬ 
bity were excluded. This unjuft partiality induced Au¬ 
guftus and Agrippa to change the method of election; and, 
fince they could not depend upon others, to name the reft 
themfelves, to the number of fix hundred } wherein, to do 
fhemjuftice, they proceeded with the utmoft impartiality, 
choofing only men of merit, and by that choice relloring 
the fenatorial order to its former fplendor. 

Auguftus proceeded to reform feveral abufes in the city. Reforms 
He decreed, that all individuals conviCted of having pur- federal 
chafed the fuffrages of the people with money, ffiould be 
excluded from all public offices for the fpace of five years. 

That ,the people, who ufed to fell their votes, might not be 
fufferers by this law, he caufed large fums to be diftributed 
among them, on condition that they ffiould not require any 
thing of the candidates. To check the debauchery of the 
Roman youth, which at this time was greater than ever 
bad’been known, he laid heavy taxes upon fuch as conti¬ 
nued unmarried after a certain age, and encouraged with 
great rewards the procreation of lawful children. He al¬ 
lowed t;he patricians and plebeians to intermarry; declar- 

* Fafti Capit. \Dio, ibid. Plin. lib. v. cap. j. Solinui, cap. j*. 

Dio, p. 5 i 9 . J 
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ing, that though a patrician (hould marry a liberta, or 
freedwoman, his children lhould rank among the patri¬ 
cians : he excepted the fenators, whom he would not al¬ 
low to marry under their rank} and as the Hortenfian fa¬ 
mily had been by the civil wars reduced almoft to beggary, 
he prefented young Hortenfius with a large fum, which 
put him in a condition of marrying a woman of diflinftion. 
The loofe behaviour of the married women was what chiefly 
deterred the young Romans from marriage ; but Auguftus, 
who had himfelf debauched many, not fparing even the 
wife of his friend Maecenas, refufed to remedy that difor- 
der; faying, that he left the care of married women to 
their hufbands. having reformed many abufes in the Rate, 
he applied his thqugbts to religion, calling in a great many 
prophetic books, which were then in vogue, and caufing 
two thoufand volumes to be burnt, as fpurious; referving 
only thofe which were commonly afcribed to fome of the 
Subjectsthe Sibyls. Thefe alfo he fubjefted to a ftri£t examination. 
Sibylline and retained fuch only as were, on this trial, judged ge- 
hoofi to a nuine ; the reft he committed to the flames : but thofe' that 
tarnation were P ror| ounced authentic, he ordered to be copied by the 
pontifices, and lodged them in two golden’cabinets, which 
he placed in the temple of Apollo, built by him in his pa- 
Yr. of FI. lace*. This year Julia brought Agrippa a fecond fon, who 
. *'33*; was named Lucius} and Auguftus adopted both him and 

n, “ r ' bis brother Caius, declaring them his fucceflbrs, in order 
U. C. Tit. t0 P nt a ft°P t0 any attempts that might be made by the old 

—- republicans for the recovery of their liberty 4 . 

Lucius Cm- In the following year, C. Furnius and C. Julius Silanus 
Jar born. being confuls, the fecular games, which had not been ce¬ 
lebrated for a hundred years, were exhibited by Auguftus 
and Agrippa with extraordinary pomp and magnificence. 
Auznfius In thefe ghmes, one of the players giving him the title of 
'title of"" domtnus. that is, lord or fovercign, he exprefled great marks 
Dominus °f dilfatisfaflion ; and next morning publifhed an edidft, 
or Lord. forbidding all perfons, under fevsre penalties, to give him 

that title for the futurl (B). ^ 

* Sueton. in Oflav. Dio, p. 531—533. a Dio, ibid. 

(B) It was on occafion of theatre. Great part of this year 
thefe games that Horace wrote was fpent in public games and 
the hymn, intituled. Carmen diverfions, of which Auguftus 
Seculare; which was fung at was a great admirer ; efpeciafty 
the facrifice that was offered to of the tournament, or warlike 
Pluto and Proferpme, before exercile, called Troy, which 
the (hews and fpedtacles of the he thought becoming the edp- 
cucus, the theatre, and amphi- cation of ths 4 young nobility'. 
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In the enfuing year, Auguftus having raifefl L. Domitius 
Ahenobarbus and P. Cornelius Scipio to the confulare, re- 
folved to march with an army into Caul, to quell fome dis¬ 
turbances, occafioned by the avarice of Libinius Enceladus, 
who being appointed to gather the taxes in thoSe parts, had 
obliged the people to pay them monthly, and, by a deceit¬ 
ful account, reckoned fourteen months in the year. Au¬ 
guftus tip Sooner puffed the Alps, than the Gauls returned 
to their duty 5 but the Sicambri, Ufipetes, and Tended, 
people of Germany, having palled the Rhine, defeated a 
confiderable body of Roman horfe, and afterwards M. Lo!- 
lius, proconful of Gaul, from whom they took a llandard. 
.Lollius, though no great commander, found Soon aSter an 
opportunity oS retrieving his honour,«bjf Surpriling the Ger¬ 
mans, and driving them, with great lofs^ beyond the Rhine. 
Though all was now quiet in Gaul, Auguftus Spent the re¬ 
maining part of this, and all the following year, in that pro¬ 
vince. During his refidence there, the inhabitants flocked 
to him from all parts of the country, with complaints again ft 
Enceladus. This man was by birth a Gaul, and formerly 
a Have of Julius Csefar, by whom he had been taken in 
the Gauiifh wars; but being afterwards manumitted by 
him, and having found means to infinuate himlelf into the 
favour of Auguftus, he had beep appointed by him receiver- 


lie was likewife a great encou- 
rager of wreilling j but would 
not allow women to be prefent 
at thofe games. He enticed to 
Rome, with great rewards, the 
beft players and adtors from all 
parts of the world, took them 
under his proteftion, and would 
notallow the praetors andrediles 
to caufe them, according to an¬ 
cient cuftom, to be publicly 
whipt, when they had not per¬ 
formed to the Satisfaction ot the 
audience. Notwithllandingthe 
encouragement he gave them, 
Re feverely examined their mo- 
Tals : not allowing the leaf! li- 
centloufnefs in their lives, or 
indecency in their adtions. Be¬ 
ing informed that one Stepha- 
nio v a comedian, was attended by 
•a woman in tl^ difguife of a 


boy, he ordered him to be whipt 
through the three theatres, and 
baniflied the city : he likewife 
drove out of Rome, Pylades, a 
famous adtor, for having be¬ 
haved difrefpcdtfully towards a 
Roman citizen, and becaufehe 
was continually quarrelling with 
Bathyllus, an adtor no lefs fa¬ 
mous than himfelf, and greatly 
favoured by Mecatnas : but he 
foon recalled him to gratify the 
people ; and the comediafi, on 
his return,, inftcad of thanking 
the emperor, told him, that it 
was his inrereft the people 
(hould he diverted by met) of 
his profeflaon, left they (hould 
watch his actions too narrowly, 
or ferioufly refledt on their own 
condition (1). 


(i) Dio, p. 53 >—533- 
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general of the taxes paid annually by his coufifrymen. In 
this employment he oppreffed the Gauls in a moil cruel 
manner ; iftfomuch that Auguftus, afliamed of having em¬ 
ployed a man of fo infamous a character, was determined 
to inflifi upon him fuch punifhment as ihould deter others 
from the like practices : but the crafty Gaul found means 
to appeafe the emperor, by delivering up the fums he had 
amaffed by rapine and extortion, and alluring him, that in 
plundering the Gauls, he had nothing elfe in view but to 
enrich the public treafury, and render his countrymen for 
ever unable to (hake off the Roman yoke. Auguftus, pleafed 
with this defence, and more with the large fums he received, 
not only abfolved the iniquitous extortioner, but approved 
of hiscondu£t, and'dgaf to the complaints of the oppreffed 
Gauls, continued fiim in his office e . 

In the mean time the Rfcseti (C), having made an irrup¬ 
tion into Italy, committed dreadful devaftations, putting 
all the males they met with to the fword, without diftiuc- 
tion of rank or age ; and we are told, that when they hap¬ 
pened to take women with child, they confulted their au¬ 
gurs, whether the child was a male or female ; and if they 
pronounced it a male, the mother was immediately maf- 
facred. Againft thefe fierce nations Auguftus fent Drufus, 
the fecond fon of Livia, a youth of extraordinary valour, 
and great aceomplifhments. The young Roman behaved, 
on thisoccafion, with prudence far fuperior to his years; 
for hr drew the enemy to a battle, gained a complete vic¬ 
tory, and killed great numbers of them, with the lofs of a 
very fmail number of his own foldiers, Thofe who efcap- 
ed the general daughter, being joined by the Vindelici, took 
their route towards Gaul, in order to invade that province. 
Bur Auguftus, upon the firft notice of their march, detach¬ 
ed Tiberius, at the head of feveral chofen legions, to com¬ 
plete the daughter which his brother had begun : and in¬ 
deed Tiberius was no lefs fuccefsful than Drufus; for hav¬ 
ing traufported his troops over the lake Brigantium, now 
the lake of Conftanee, he fell unexpectedly upon the ene¬ 
my, gave them a total overthrow, took, in that furprize 
and confufion, moll of their ftrong places, and obliged the 
whole nation to fubmit to what terms he thought proper to. 

* Dio, p. 53x—533. & Senec. Ltid. p. 477. 

(C) According to Straboand the valleys formed by.thofe 
Pliny, whofe opinion is by all mountains, tbeircoontry repch* 
modern geographers preferred ing no father ^han the lake of 
to that of Ptolemy, the Rhieti Conftanee. 
inhabited only Alps, and 


imtiofe. 
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impofe. Thus were-^c Vinddici (D), the Rhseti, and the 
Norici, three of the moft barbarous nations Germany, by 
the valour of Drufus and Tiberius, brought under the Ro¬ 
man yoke f . Tiberius, to keep in awe trve country he had 
fubdued, planted two colonies in Vinddicia, and opened a 
road from thence into Noricum and Rhsetia. One of the 
cities, which he built for the defence of his colonies, he 
called, by the name of his father Drulus, Drufomagus \ the 
other by the name of Auguftus, Auguft.ua Vindelicorum ; 
which cities are now known by the name of Mimminghen 
and Augfburgh. 

While Auguftus and his two fons-in-law were thus em¬ 
ployed in Gaul and Germany, Agrippa was fettling, with 
equal fuccefs, the affairs of the eafte.*i provinces. Orchis 
firft arrival in the province of Afia, properly fo called, He¬ 
rod, king of Judea, haftened thither to wait upon him} 
and haying perfuaded him to make a tour into Jucitea, he 
entertained him, and all his attendants, in a molt fumptu- 
ous manner. Having Raid fome days in that country, he 
failed back into Ionia before winter, highly pleafed with 
the reception he had met with from tbe jewifh king *. Early 
in the fpring he was obliged to quit Ionia, and advance to- 
waids the Cimmerian- Hofj>orus, to quell tome diftprbanccs 
there. Auguftus, who was 'ftilf is Gaul, being informed 
of the fuccefs which had attended Agrippa in the Cimme¬ 
rian Bofporus, ordered Applications to be made in the Ca¬ 
pitol, and palled a decree, impowerisg Agrippa to enter 
Rome in triumph ". This year Lepidua, the triumvir, dy¬ 
ing, Auguftus took ufhi>d himfelf the office pf pontifex maxi- 
mus, qr higli-pneftj.vajpamt by his deqth*. At the fame 
time .died Vet^ius^ Poliio, infamous the cruelty with 
which he treated njs (laves, throwing them often, for the 
finalleft fa»ilt%into his ft&-pons|s, to fetes his murenas(E.) 

■'*<: ' In 
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In the following year, Cn. Cornejius Lentulus and M, 
Licinius Crafi'us being confuls, the Ligures Comati, who 
inhabited the maritime Alps, were fubdued, and their 
country was reduced to a Roman province. Augultus, 
having fettled the affairs of Gaul, (lopped the incurfions of 
the Germans, and fubje£ted moft of the nations inhabiting 
the Alps, left Drufus with an army upon the Rhine, and 
returned to the capital, when Tiberius Claudius Nero, his 
fon-in-law, and P. Qumtilius Varus, were confuls. Hav¬ 
ing been near three years abfent, he was received by the 
people with univerfal joy and fatisfacflion : but he could 
not be prevailed upon to accept any of the honours decreed 
him by the fathers. He would not even allow the people 
to meet him ; but, acoording to bis cuilom, entered the city 
by night. Next morning the whole city waited upon him 
at his palace ; for his houfe was fo called, becaufe it was 
fituated on the Palatium, or Palatine hill. Auguftus re¬ 
ceived them with great politenefs and condefcenfion ; and 
afterwards, attended by moft of the fenators and knights, 
with numberlefs crouds of people, repaired to the Capitol, 
where, proftrating himfelf before Jupiter Capitolinus. he 
took the laurel from about his fafees, and laid it at the 
feet of the ftatue * 

He then aflembled the fenate; but not being able to 
fpeak, on account of a violent cold caught in his journey, 
he gave the quseftor a paper to read, containing an account 
of his tranfa£lions fince he left the capital. As he was not 
interrupted this year by any difturbances either at home or 
abroad, he enabled many excellent laws, which were long 
obferved by his fucceflors: among the reft, one importing, 
that, for the future, the ferviws of the yeterar»s fhould not 
be rewarded with lands, but money. The emperor’s guards, 
known by the name of the. praetorian cohorts or bands, 
were, by this law, to ferve twelve years before they could 
demand their difmiffion, and the reft fixteen ; the former 


were allowed about twelve pence of our money a day, and 
the latter five-pence j if they were refufed their difmiftion, 
when the time of their fervice was expired, or chofe to 
continue in the army, they were accounted veterans, and, 
as fuch, exempted from all drudgeries, and obliged folely 
to fight, and that for five years only; after which term 
they were abfolutely to obtain their difeharge, tog^ri'.'crAsrith 
the rewards due to veterans. & 

down, and a fumptuous portico his wife’s name, bAall^dJPor- 
to he built in its roorti for the ticus Livia {a )^ 
ule ot the public, which, from f 

(*) Plin lib. ix.cap. *3. Bio, p. 5A0, 
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At this period, Auguftus, in quality of pontifex maximus, 
correfted a grofs miltake in the Roman calendar. The 
pontifices having, ever fince the reformation of the calen¬ 
dar by Julius Caefar, made every third year a leap-year, in- 
ftead of every fourth, twelve days had been inferred inftead 
of nine ; fo that the Roman year confided of three days too 
many. Auguftus, in order to reftify this miftake, ordered, 
firft, that for twelve enfuing years there fhould be no leap- 
year ; and, fecondly, that, after the expiration of the faid 
twelve years, the leap-years fhould thenceforth be made 
every fourth year k ; by which means, the three fuperadded 
days being thrown out, and the leap-years fixed in their 
true terms, according to Julius Cx-f^r’s inftitution, the 
form of this year has ever fince betti regularly obferved, 
and was long, under the name of the old ftile, in ufe 
among us (F). 

Towards the end of this year, Agrippa, having left Sentius 
Saturninus and 'litus Voiumnius governors of Syria and 
Phocnice. returned to Rome with Antipater, Herod’s eldeft 
fon by Doris his firft wife. Auguftus received Agrippa 
with all the marks of fincere affection, and defired him to 
enter the city in triumph ; but he declined that honour, 
aferibing all the glory of his conquefts to the emperor, un¬ 
der whofe aufpices he had fought: and this was the chief 
caufe, why the cuftom of triumphing, in former times of 
great advantage to the Romans, was laid afide, other gene¬ 
rals following the example of Agrippa, and not valuing an 
honour which he feemed to defpife 1 . However, Auguftus 
confirmed to him the tribunitial power for five years more, 
the former term being near Jgpired ; and a new war break¬ 
ing out in Pannonia (G), fflR him thither at the head of a 
powerful army, with greater power and authority than had 
ever been granted to any commander. Agrippa left Rome 
in the beginning of the confulate of M. Valerius Meflala 
Barbatus and P. Sulpitius Quirinus, or, as others call him, 
Cirinus. The former, who was father to the famous Mef- 
falina, dying fome months after his election, was fucceeded 

k Suet, in Oflav. cap. PJin.lib. xviii.cap. *5. 1 Dio, p. 541. 

(F) When Auguftus made lendars that have been formed 
this lsi-rmation, a decree was from the Roman, 
pafled by The fenate and people, (G) Pannonia comprehended 
enacting, Mat the monch Sex- Carniola, Croatia, Windifch 
tilis, ftioula ‘henceforth, from Marck, part of Auftria, part of 
the eiAperoj/s . ame, be call- Hungary, all Sclavoniaaud Bof- 
cd Auguinis; which name is nia, and part of Servia. 
ftiil retained in, all the ca- 
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by Caius Valgius, a man of great learning ", who, before 
die end of the year,, refigned the fafees to Caius Caninius 
Rebilus. The Fannonians were fo intimidated at the 
name of Agrippa, that, upon his approach, they fent depu¬ 
ties, offering to fubmit on what terms he fhould think fit 
to impofe. In- confequence of this fubmiffton, Agrippa, 
having obliged them to deliver up their arms, and give 
hoftages for their peaceable behaviour, returned to Italy ; 
but was taken with a violent illnefs as he marched through 
Campania, which in a few days deprived him of life. 

Auguftus, upon the firft news of his danger, left the 
fports which his two grandfons Caius and Lucius were then 
exhibiting in bonopr of Minerva, and haftened into Cam¬ 
pania, to fee, and, if poffible, relieve, his dying friend. 
Tht itath But Agrippa expired a few minutes before his arrival an 
V Agrippa. event) w hich he no foontr underftood, than he burft into 
Vr. of FI. tears, bewailing, in the deceafed, the lofs of the greateft 
»jj 7 . general of his age, the wifeft minifter, and the molt faith- 
Ante Chr. f u l } conftant, and difinterefted friend he ever had. He 
„ ”• caufed his body to be conveyed to Rome, and took upon 
' ‘ 737 * himfelf the office of pronouncing his funeral oration. His 
obfequies were performed with extraordinary pomp and 
magnificence, and his remains depofited, not in the Cam¬ 
pus Martius, where the fenate had allowed him a monu* 
ment, but in Auguftus’s own maufoleum, near Marcellus, 
the emperor declaring, that he would not be feparated, 
even after his death, from two perfons whom he fo tenderly 
loved in his life n (H). 

Tit/rius Upon the death of this great minifter, Auguftus chofe 
thtjtn i« Tiberius in his room, as an a&ftant in the adminiftration : 

Aijretm. but before he inverted him wth any power or authority, 
he obliged him to divorce his wife Agrippipa, who had al¬ 
ready brought him a fon, and yvas then pregnant j and 

*•* Plin. Hb. xxv. cap. a. Tibul. lib. iv. Horat. lib. ii. ode 9. 
» Dio, p. 5*i. 

(H) He died in the fifry-firft cius Paulus, and Agrippina mart, 
year of his age, and left by his ried to Germanicus, by whom 
ifirfl: wife Creeilia Attica, the Ihe had the emperor Claudius, 
daughter of the famous Pom- and Agrippipa the mother of 
ponius Atticus, one daughter Nero; AgriPP 4 hadnofchil- 
named Agrippina, wfio was mar- drenby hjs tecond /me Mar¬ 
ried to Tiberius; and by his cefts, whom he divorced tQ 
third wife Julia three fons, roatxy Julia. H&/oequeathed 
namely, Caius, Lucius, and his fine gardgrifAand/a bath 
Agrippa Poftbumus, and two which was csfcLed Bjyins name, 
daughters, Julia married to Iivt- xa, the,Rom$nipeoplc. 

to 
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to'"many JtfUd, ' tsHtofe.j&sMl.and featedalopfr behaviour .was 
v,. fl ldo#n t o Tiberiufe, and -to, all the young debauchees 
o/Home, and had given great untefinkfe tb Agrippa lbme 
ti/ne before hi? death.?' However, Tiberius complied, with¬ 
out betraying the leaft feTudfcmcO, through fear or difgufling 
jguftus, who ®ati ! the,only perfon intmatquainted 
••Sth his 3 au^llt«f ? » conduit. 

The trfua! cerernoftieSti'ere no fooner over, than Au- He reiaett 
gTtus diipaiched his no# fen-in-law igainft the Paitno- the Pan- 
nians, whd, ‘upon the news of Agrippa’s death, had at- ” onianu 
: t impted tb recover their ancient liberty. Tiberius, with the 
amilanije. of their neighbours tile Scordifci, who had re¬ 
mained faithful to the Romans, obliged .them in a Ihori 
tin'e to return to their duty, and fiibiwfttp the will of the 
conqueror. They delivered tip" their arms, gave boftages, 
apd'potthe Romans in pbfleflidnof all their towns and 
lV.rfreffes. Tiberiiisi fpared their lives,' but laid wade 
rbtlr fields, plilhdered their cities, anti, having fent the 
bed part of their youth into other countries, returned to 
Rome before the end of the year, Q^iiElius Tubero and 
P^ulus FaBius Masitnu*being confute. Tbefenate decreed 
hi nr great hoiidurs, and, amotlg the reft,' a triumph: but 
Auguftus Obliged him to rejeft the offers of the confcript 
fatheft, artd cbntent hiiflfelfwkh the o*tk» of diftin£Uon 
■which were granted-For life to thofe "who had triumphed, 
namely, to have 'a particular place apatt from the reft at the 
public thews, and to appear withThe triumphal robes, and 
j}a crown of laurel. - 

His younger brother ITfuIVis fignalized hknfelf no iefs 
amongqhe Gauls and Germans. Having been left in Gaul 
Sjy Auguftus to repel the incurfionsdr the Germans, he 
had begun a feednd cenfus, taking a minute accoutu of each 
jbcribSifa eftaHe and fortune, the better to regulate tife annual 
and contributions,. 'Shis the Gauls looked-upon as a 
hew attempt upon their liberties,' and fecmcd difpofed to 
^afce arms, and chefeavritir the tecovptfy ‘their anciept 
rights and privileges. Bpt Hrafu^heipe ippmeduf their Drufut 
hef.gn, fomm9n<af r iifif*0 pffiftals the %%%, 
h>lemn d^mbhyOT coftfecrating-a tempteipshieh^el^g* from re. 


• VIV.IUU iVCTTHWlljf VI luiutuauag a ffOtfl t£m 

Uunenfes had built in hohbur bf JttKtisvsefiu'. When they vetiing. 
jwere all aflembjed, Dtpfus,by hkaddrefe^JUid iitinuating 
|behavionr, #ori thhir 'aflfefitpds Wwfk d^Cp^ythat they 

Staking 
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ho* *r M n r 
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to adorn the new altar, which was confecrated with great 
folemnity on the firft day of Auguft. Games were infti- 
tuted in honour of the new deity * 

Drufus, have nothing to fear from the Gauls, turned bis 
arms againlt the Germans, who,, having raifed the molt 
numerous and formidable army that had ever been feen in 
thofe parts, were advancing towards the Rhine, in order m 
invade Gaul. The young Roman not only defeated them 
as they attempted to crofs that river, but, purfuing the ad¬ 
vantage he had gained, entered the country of the Ulipetes 
or Ufipii, now known' by the name of Relinchufen, and 
from thence advanced againft the Sicambri in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of the Lyppe and lfiel; thefe he overthrew in a 
great battle, laitj wtfte their country, burnt moft of their 
cities, and, following the courfe of the Rhine, approached 
the German ocean, and reduced the Frifii and the Chauci 
between the Amifius and the Albis, now the Elms and the 
Elbe. In thefe marches his troops fuftered extremely f for 
want of provifions, and he was himfelf often in great dan¬ 
ger of being drowned, as the Romans, who attended him, 
were quite unacquainted at that time with the flux and re¬ 
flux of the ocean. As winter drew near, he led his troops 
into Eaft Friefland} and, leaving them under the command 
of his lieutenants, returned to Rome, where he was ho¬ 
noured with the praetorfhip, Q^Fabius, and Julius Anto- 
nius the fon of the triumvir, being then confuls- Early 
in the fpring, Drufus returning to his army quartered in 
Frifia, marched from thence into the country of the 
Tendteri, whom he eafily fubdued. Afterwards, palling 
the Lupias, now the Lyppe, in Weftphalia, he brought 
into fubjedlion the Catti, and the Cherufci, extending his 
conquefts to the banks of the Vifurgis, now the Wefer; 
which he would have pafled, had he not been obliged to 
return for want of provifions, the enemy having laid wa#e 
the neighbouring country to a great diftance. 

As he was retiring, the Germans unexpectedly fell up¬ 
on him in a narrow pafs ; and, having furrounded the Ro¬ 
man army, a great number of them were flain. But the 
brave Drufus, animating his men more by his example than 
by fpeecbes, after a warm conflict, which lafted almoft the 
whole day, repulfed the enemy, and made fuch havock, 
that the ground was ftrewed for fome miles with dead 
bodies. Drufus found in their camp a large quantity of 
iron chains, which they had prepared for the Romans; and 
fo great was their confidence, that they had previoufly 


* Strab, fib. iv. p. 19*. Suet. Dio, Lif. fcc. 
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agreed about the divifion of the booty : the Ten£teri were 
to have the horfe, the Cherufci and Sicambri the baggage, 
and the Ufipetes and Catti the captives. Drufus was l'alut- 
cd imperator by his troops on the field of battle; where 
they erefted a trophy, as a monument of, fo fignal a victory. 

In order to fecure the countries he had conquered, he built 
two forts, one at the confluence of the Lupias and the 
Alifo, now the Lyppe and the Alme, the other in the 
country of the Catti or Chatti on the Rhine ; and made 
that famous canal, long known by the name of Foffa Dru- 
fiana. Drufus, on his return to Rome, was honoured with 
the triumphal ornaments, as his brother Tiberius had been 
the preceding year; but was not allowed by Auguftus to 
triumph, or even to retain the title* o!f imperator, with 
which he had been honoured by the army, that title being 
now peculiar to the fovereign p . This fame year Tiberius, 
being fent againft the Pannotiians, who had again rebelled, 
reduced them once more, and likewife fubdued the Dal¬ 
matians, who had joined them in their revolt s. 

The joy and and fatisfaftion which Auguftus received OR avia 
from thefe. fuccefics, were greatly allayed by the death of dt “' 
his After O&avia, who was a perfeft pattern of all the vir¬ 
tues ’peculiar to her fex, and therefore greatly lamented by 
perfons of all ranks and conditions. Auguftus caufed her 
body to be expofed, on a bed of ftate, in a temple lately 
erected in honour of Julius Ctefar, and he himfelf pro¬ 
nounced her funeral oration, but would not admit of the 
many honours which were decreed her by the fenate. Her 
body was carried to the grave by her four fons-in-law, the 
huibands of the two Marcellas, whom flie had by her firft 
hufband Marcellus, and of the two Antoniae, her daughter* 

Antony the triumvir r . 

In the following year, Nero Claudius Drufus and T. 
Quin£tius Crifpinus being confuls, Auguftus determined on 
the total reduction of Germany, left the capital, attended 
by his two fons-in-law Tiberius Claudius Nero and Nero 
Claudius Drufus ; and, palling the Alps, .advanced to the 
banks of the Rhine ; whence he fent Tiberius againft the . 

Daci, and Drufus to complete the conqueft of the reft of 
Germany. Tiberius eafily fubdued the Daci, obliged them gy beriuu 
to give lioftages, and tranfplanted forty thoufand of them 
into Gaul. On the other hand Drufus, paffing the Rhine, nadeby 
and afterwards the Wefer, brought under fubje£Hon all the 
nations from the Rhine to the Elbe. Having attempted in German/. 

p Dio, p. 544, Suet, in Claud. s Dio, p. 5+5. Veil. Patercu). 
lib. ii. cap. ft, 1 Dio, p. 545, Suet, in O&avio. 
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vain to pafs this fiver, be ere&ed feveral trophies in that 
neighbourhood, and began his march back to the Rhine s 
but, before he reached that river, he was feized with a 
violent fever, which carried him off in a few days. Au¬ 
guftus, upon the firft notice of his illnefs, fent an exprefs 
to Tiberius, who thereupon haftened to fee him before 
he died, travelling two hundred miles in twenty-four hours. 
Upon his arrival, he found him alive, but juft expiring. 
His fudden death occafioned a report, that Auguftus and 
Tiberius had confpired to take him off by poifon, and effect¬ 
ed their wicked defign by means of their emiffaries ; but all 
the belt hiftorians acquit him of this imputation ’. Drufus 
was a man of an unblemilhed character, brave, honour¬ 
able, juft, open-feeafted, and an enemy to all manner of 
deceit and diftimulation. He was not inferior in courage 
or conduit to the moft experienced commanders of his time. 
He died in the thirtieth year of his age, and left behind 
him three children by his wife Antonia Minor, the younger 
daughter of Antony and Oitavia; Drufus furnamed Ger- 
manieus, Livilia, and Claudius, which laft fucceeded Ca¬ 
ligula in the empire. • 

His foldiers, to teftify their grief for the lofs of a general 
whom they loved, erected a monument to his memory on 
the banks of the Rhine; and, affembling yearly on the an- 
niverfary of his death, performed round it their military 
evolutions in honour of the illuftrious deceafed'. His body 
was conveyed to Rome, and attended the whole way by Ti¬ 
berius, the chief officers and magiftratesof the Roman co¬ 
lonies and municipia, through which it paffed, meeting on 
the road, and following it with the utmoft pomp from one 
city to the other. Auguftus himfelf being now returned 
from Gaul, received it at Rome, and pronounced, in the 
Circus Flaminius, a funeral oration in honour of the de¬ 
ceafed, in which he befought the gods with great eameft- 
nefs, and many tears, “ to grant him a death as glorious as 
that of the young here, and make the grandchildren they 
had given him tread in his footfteps.” Tiberius made an¬ 
other funeral oration in the forum, where the body was ex- 
pofed, and from thence carried on, the fhoulders of the 
Roman knights to the field of Mars, where it was burnt 
with great folemnity : his allies were depofited in the mau- 
foleum of Auguftus. 

The emperor was inhafte to return to Gaul; but never- 
thelefs before his departure he made feveral new regulations. 

• Suet, in O&av. & Claud. « Twit. Annal. lib. i, cap. 6. 
Ex Infcript. Ci tala a Lipfio. 

The 
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The fathers, finding their authority of no weight, afiembled 
very feldom, and in fmall numbers. Auguftus therefore 
appointed certain days in each month, on which they fhould 
be obliged to meet; and at the fame time enabled, with 
the approbation of the fenatorS, that fuch as abfented 
themfelves onthofe days, without affigning a lawful caufe, 
fhould pay a certain fine; ahd that their determinations, 
when they were but few, fhould not obtain the force of a 
fenatufconfultum, or decree of the fehate, but only be called 
a regulation of the fenate. He granted the prastors the pre¬ 
rogative of voting in the fenate; and extended the jurifdic- 
tion of the quueftors, giving them the fuperintendency of all 
the maritime cities of Italy. . 

The election of the new confuls, C 3 Marcius Cenforinus 
and C. Afinius Gallus, gave rife to a new regulation. They 
were both accufed of having purchafed their dignity with 
money diftributed among the tribes. Auguftus did not 
oblige them to refign the fafces, but ordered, that, for the 
future, all the candidates fhould depofit a certain fum with 
him, which they fhould forfeit, if convi&ed of bribery, or 
any unlawful pra£tices. This law was generally approved 
of, at leafl by the patricians ; but another, which he pub- 
lifhed foon after, was as much dilliked. The depofitions of 
Haves had never been admitted at Rome in the courts of ju¬ 
dicature t but Auguftus, for the fecurity of his own per¬ 
fon, though under pretence of the public fafety, enaftcd, 
that, when any perfon Was accufed of treafonable defigns, the 
evidence of flaves fhould be of the fame weight as that of 
freemen. That this law might not feern toclafh with the an¬ 
cient cuftom of reje£ting the evidence of a flave againft his 
mailer, it was ordained, that the flaves of the accufed perfon 
fhould be firft fold to the emperor, or the public. Thisrin- 
novation occafioned great complaints; but the emperor foon 
appeafed the minds of the people by public fhews and fports; 
by a pretended clemency and condefcenfion; by affe£ting 
popularity, and carefully avoiding all needlefs ceremonies, 
and marks of grandeur (I). 


(I) The ancients relate many 
inftances of his extraordinary 
condefcenfion : they tell U 9 , that 
a common legionary having de- 
fired him to plead his caufe in 
one of the courts of judicature, 
the emperor told him, that he 
was fo overwhelmed with bufi- 
nefs, that he could not con¬ 
veniently do it perfonally; but 

vol.xii. y 


that he would fend him an ora¬ 
tor better qualified for that pur- 
pofe than himfelf. This oblig¬ 
ing anfwer did not fatisfy the 
foldier, who anfwered bluntly, 
“ Have I thus fought for you 
by proxy l" The emperor, 
highly pleafed with this unex- 
£ted anfwer, “ Neither will 
(faid he) plead for you by 
N Droxv.” 
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The decennial term of his fovereign power, note drawing 
near, a clofe, he feemed willing to refign it, declaring he 
was no longer able to bear fo heavy a burden ; but he was 
eafily perfuaded to fuftain it ten years longer. This limita¬ 
tion contributed^ more than any thing elfe, to his fafety, 
fince, by receiving his power from the fenate and people, he 
ftcknowleged the fovereignty to be lodged in them ; fo that 
they were not without hopes of recovering it. The term of 
his power being prolonged, he refolved to quit the capital, 
determined on the entire reduftron of the many nations that 
inhabited Germany. He was not inclined to wage war with 
thofe barbarous nations in perfon, but chofe to oe near the 
generals whom he employed. The perfon he thought the 
moil proper for purfuing and completing the conquefts hap¬ 
pily begun by Drufus, was his brother Tiberius; whom 
therefore he fentinto Gaul, after having honoured him with 
an ovation on account of the advantages he had gained in 
Germany in the courfe of the foregoing year. Auguftus, 
foon after the departure of Tiberius, left Rome ) but, in- 
ftead of palling the Alps, he took his route towards Aqui- 
leia, and fpent the whole fummer in the neighbourhood of 
that citv, havirrg’with him his grandfon Caius Csefar, then 
twelve years old. In the mean time Tiberius, having palled 
the Rhine at the head of a powerful army, over-ran all the 
countries between that river and the Elbe, and ftruck fuch 
terror into the inhabitants of thofe northern provinces, that 
feveral of them fent deputies to Auguftus at Aqaileia, to fue 
for peace, which they could not obtain upon any terms, the 
emperor declaring, that he would not grant a peace to any 
particular nation, till they had all agreed to fubmit. But 
the Catti, or, as fome authors write, the Sicambri, could 
not by any means be prevailed upon to lay down their arms; 


proxy.” He fulfilled his pro- 
mife j for, on the day appoint¬ 
ed, he appeared at the bar, and 
•pleaded bis caufein perfon. In 
like manner he undertook the 
caufe of another citizen, and 
gained it; which fo provoked 
the accufer, that he behaved 
very difrefpe&fully towards the 
emperor, who was fo far from 
relenting it, that he pardoned the 
offender, when he was accufcd 
before him, as eenfot, of fome 
faults, which deferred punifti- 

(*) Suet, in Ol 


ment. Though he was very 
kind and generous to hfs friends, 
yet he never allowed them 
greater privileges than others, 
nor would he by any means ex¬ 
empt them from the judiciary 
laws. Of all the criminals he 
refeued but one, during the 
whole time of his long reign, 
who had been very ferviceable 
to him, and that by prevailing 
with entreaties on the accufer to 
drop the profecutlon (a). 

av. St Claud. 
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fo that the project of peace did not take piace this year- 
As winter approached, Auguftus returned to Rome with his 
grandfon Caius 5 but Tiberius remained with his troops in 
Germany, in order to renew the war wheh the feafon would 
allow him to take the field Auguftus, upon his return, 
made a fecond cenfuS, in which Were numbered, according 
to the Ancyran marbles, four millions two hundred thirty- 
three thouland Roman citizens ". 

While he was thus employed, his great friend Maecenas Yr. of FI. 
died/ an incident which was a fenfible affliction to him, 
though he had not of late honoured him with the fame inti* Ante Chr. 
inacy as formerly. The criminal converfatioh which Au- y. C. 740. 
guftus maintained with Terentilla, difoleafed Maecenas, who r 

thought he did not deferve that treatment from one whdirr Dtuth of 
he had ferred with the litmoft fidelity. On the other hand, M*ctnai. 
Auguftus Would not bear any cbntroul in his amours ; and 
hence that coldnefs and indifference which appeared be*. 
tween thefe two great friends for fome years *. Maecenas His eta- 
Was a perfdtt of great penetration, and underftood the art raSir. 
of governing better than any man of his age. Though pof- 
feffed of talents equal to the higheft employments of the 
ftate, he Was fuch an enemy to all trouble, fo fond of his 
ttafe, fo addifted to his pleafures, that he abhorred all bufi- 
nefs, and feemed in a manner to have attained to that en¬ 
joyment of indolence, in which the Epicureans placed hap- 
pinefs. Being remarkably good-natured, and flighting pre¬ 
ferments, as capable of difturbing his quiet, and interrupt¬ 
ing his pleafures, he employed all his credit and intereft 
With the emperor in behalf of others, and for the moftpart 
with fuccefs (K). Horace, the prince of the Latin lyric 

« Veil. Pat. lib. ii. Dio, p. jji, 554. Sneton. in Oftar. p. 178. 

* Vid. Gruh p. *30. * Dio, lib. lv. p. 533. 

(K) Of the afeendant, which it into his lap. Auguftus no 
he had gained over Auguftus, fooner read it, than he rofe, 
and the liberty he took in cor- and quitted the tribunal, with- 
refting his faults, and curbing out Sentencing any of the cri* 
his cruel tempet, Dio Caflius minals to death. The generous 
gives us the following remark- protection which he afforded 
ableinftance. As Auguftus was to men of learning, efpecialljr 
judging fome criminals, Me- to Vitgjrt and Horace, will ren- 
cenas, perceiving him to be in der his name immortal. He 
a bad humour, attempted to was not only an encourager of 
approach his tribunal; but ndt learning, but publilhed (event 
being able to break through the works, which uiritled him to a 
crowd, he wrote the following place among tbsbaft writers d£ 

■note, “ Come down from the that age. 
tribunal, butcher j” and threw' 
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poets, did not long furvive his great patron and benefaSor t 
for Maecenas died about the beginning of September, and 
Horace on the twenty-feventh of the following Novem¬ 
ber (L). 

On the calends of January of the enfuing year, Tiberius, 
who had returned to Rome, entered upon his fecond con- 
fullhip with Cn. Calpumius Pifo, who was the fame day 
honoured with a triumph, which was a new fight to the 
Roman people. In the beginning of the fpring he left the 
capital, an v d returned to Germany; but performed nothing 
which hiftorians have thought worth tranfmitting to poste¬ 
rity. This year a fire happened in Rome, which reduced 
to allies many buildings, and was thought to have been oc- 
cafioned by the dwbtofs, with a defign to make their efcape, 
in that confufion, out of the houfes of their creditors. To 
prevent the like misfortunes and diforders for the future, 
Augullus created new officers, called curatores vicorum, 
who were permitted, on certain days, to wear, within the 
verge of their juiifdiflion, the robe peculiar to magiftrates, 
and to have two licfors to attend them. To them were now 
aligned the fix hundred Haves, who had been formerly ap¬ 
pointed to attend the sediles for extinguifhing fires. At the 
fame time, by Auguftus’s order, the city was divided into 
fourteen regions or wards, and thefe into inferior precindls, 
the government of which wards or precin&s was committed 
to the curatores vicorum, and alfo to the tribunes of the 
people and the praetors r. 

In the following year, Caius Antiftius Vetusand D. Lse- 
lius Balbus being raifed to the confulate, Lucius Csefar 
boldly demanded of Augullus in the public theatre, that his 
elder brother, Caius Caefar, might be named conful for the 
enfuing year. The emperor, no lefs furprifed than offended 
af this unfeafonable demand, notwithftanding his affe£tion 
.for the brothers replied, that he hoped he would never lie un¬ 
der the neceffity of railing any to the confulate under twenty 
years of age- The bold youth, not being fatisfied with this 
anfwer, but continuing to folicit hinrwith great earneftnefs 
m behalf of his brother, the emperor, railing his voice, told 
him with a grave air, “ That an office of fuch importance 


rDio, lib. lv. p. 556, 537. 


(L) This fame year died 
Caius Oseciliu* Ilidorus, famous 
lor the immenfe wealth of which 
'Jte was poflcfied; for he left to 
his heirs tout rhouland one hun¬ 
dred and fixteen Haves, three 


thoufand fix hundred yoke of 
oxen, two hundred tboufand 
and fifty-feven head of other 
cattle, and above three millions 
of our tqoney in fpecie. 


©uyht 
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ought to be difcharged only by a man who could bridle his 
own paffions, and refill the defires of the giddy and head- 
ftrong multitude.” However, his tendernefs for the two 
brothers, whom he had adopted into the Julian family, 
and the name of the Csefars, in fome degree got the better 
of his rcafon; for he granted to Caius the priefthood, a 
place in the fenate, and the privilege of fitting among the 
fenators at all public fhews and fports ; but at the fame 
time, to curb their ambitious temper, he conferred on Ti¬ 
berius the tribunitial power for five years ; an honour which 
was far from being agreeable to the two young Caefars. 

Tiberius had fcarce received this new addition of power, Tiberiut 
when, to the great furprize of Auguftys, and the whole demandi 
people, he defired leave to quit thk c.yty, and retire to leaw 
Rhodes (M). Whatever his motive was, noiwithftanding rtUrt • 

the 

(M) Various reafons areal- declaring them prince of the 
leged by the ancients for this Roman youths; which entirely 
fudden refolution : Tiberius defeated his ambitious projects, 
pretended a defire of improving and left him no hopes of ever 
himfelf in the ftudy of philofo- enjoying the fovereign power, 
phy and eloquence, there being the iole objeft of all his wifties 
then at Rhodes famous profef- (3). As to the title, princes 
fors of both thefe fciences ; but of the Roman youth, the firft 
Suetonius is of opinion, that the Roman emperors gave it to 
infamy of his wife Julia, which their children, or to thole whom 
was now the talk of the whole they had appointed their heirs 
city, and reflefted great difgrace and fucceltors in the empire, 
on his perfon and family. The youth, who was honoured 
prompted him to retire, that he with this title, had all the chil- 
might not be an eye witnefs of dren of the Roman noblemen 
her fcandalous debaucheries(i). under his command, and ap- 
Velleius Paterculus, a great peared at their head, when they 
flatterer of Tiberius, tells us, performed their military exer- 
that he withdrew out of refpedl cifes in the field of Mars, or ex- 
to the two young Casfars, that hibited the tournament called 
be might not ftand in their way Troy, In the times of the re- 
to the higheft preferments (2), public the children of the molt 
following the example of Agrip- diftinguiihed families were call- 
pa, who had retired to Mity- ed principes juventutis, and 
lene,,when Marcellos firft en* principes equitum (4), becaufe 
tered upon public offices. Dio they were reckoned equites, or 
thinks he was piqued at the fa- knights, till they attained the 
vour which Auguftus (hewed to age, which the laws required in 
his graodfons, efpecially at his the candidates for offices. The 

(«•) Suet, in Tiber, cap. to. (*) Veil. Patercul. lib. ii. cap.-99. 

(3) Dio, in Excerpt, p. 66*. (4) Vide Liv, lib. xln. cap. ex.'ot 

Juvenal. Satir. iv. ver. 3*. 

N 3 princeps 
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the remonftrances and tears of his mother Livia, he \» as 
very prefling with Auguftus for his permiffion to retire} 
which the emperor not only refufed, but took great pains, 
in concert with Livia, to divert him from fuch an unfeafon- 
able refolution. He even complained to the fenate of his 
being abandoned by one, from whofe abilities he had pro- 
mifed bimfelf great relief in the government of the repub¬ 
lic. Tiberius, deaf to all intreaties and remonftrances, con¬ 
tinued importuning Auguftus for his permiffion, which 
he conftantly refufed, being unwilling to lofe the only per- 
fon in whom, after the death of Agrippa and Maecenas, he 
repoftd any confidence, his grandchildren not being yet of 
an age fit to be trufted. At length Tiherius, finding all 
other means ineffectual, retired into his own apartment; 
and there, Glutting bimfelf up, abftained four whole days 
from all kind of nourifhment. The emperor, feeing he 
could not get the better of his inflexible temper, complied 
at length with his requeft, and granted him the fo much 
wifhed-for permiffion to retire ; which he no fooner obtain¬ 
ed, than he fet out for Oftia, without fpeaking a wbrd on 
the way to thofe who attended him to the place where he 
qnbarked *. From Oftia he failed along the coaft of Cam¬ 
pania, and (laid fome time in that province, being inform¬ 
ed that Auguftus was indifpofed : but it being reported that 
he waited for the news of Auguftus’s death, be weighed 
anchor, though the fea ran very high, and failed for Rhodes, 
where he led at ftrft a very private and retired life, fre¬ 
quenting the fchools and academies without any attendants, 
Cbnverfing familiarly with the Greeks, and avoiding all ap¬ 
pearance of grandeur both in his houfe and equipage. 

Growing weary of his retirement, he pifblicly declared, 
that he had left Rome to avoid giving umbrage to Caius 
and Luciusand wrote to the emperor, after they had at¬ 
tained to man's cftaee, and were promoted to the higheft 
dignities, begging leave to return home, and vifit his friends, 
fince his prefenco could no longer be difagreeable to bis 


■ 5u»t. in Tiber. 


princeps juventuri* was. diftin- 
guifhed from the reft by a tri¬ 
umphal robe, as Tacitus in¬ 
forms us($). On the reverfe 
of* medal of the emperor Se- 
yerus, which has. reached our 
times, are reprefented three 


youths on- horfeback, and one 
of them its the attitude of Com, 
manding, with this legend. 
Prints, juvent, which (hews that 
the princeps,, or principea ju- 
vcntutis, had fome command 
over the young nobility, ■ 


(j) Tacit. Anna!, fib. xu. cap. j. 


wrand- 
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grandchildren. This favour was dented, and he was defired 
to lay afide all care and thoughts of his friends, Cnee he 
had been fo impatient to abandon them. Thus he was 
pbliged to continue at Rhodes, and it was not till after fe- 
ven years that Auguftus was prevailed upon to confent to 
his return*. Auguftus himfelf was now conful, and had 
for his colleague Cornelius Sylla. lie had refumed the 
fafees, after haying declined the confular dignity for feven- 
teen years, with no other view, as it is fuppofed, but to 
render the ceremony of giving the toga virilis to his grand- 
fon Caius, more folemn. He prefented him in perfon to 
the fenate, gave him the toga virilis himfelf, with the ufual 
ceremonies, anft named him conful; vghich dignity, as he 
was then but fifteen, he was to hold^ after five years to be 
reckoned from the day he was prefented to the fenate. In 
the courfe of this year Auguftus reduced the number of 
thofe who were fupplied with corn at the public expence to 
two hundred thoufand, corn having for fome years been 
given indifferently to all who defired it. Two years hav¬ 
ing elapfed, Auguftus again referved the confular dignity 
for himfelf, and took for his colleague M. Plautius Sylva- 
nus, or Silanus. As Lucius, the younger of his grandfons, 
was now of an age to receive the toga virilis, Auguftus dif- 
tinguifhed him with the fame honours he had conferred 
three years before on his brother Caius (N). Thus were 
the two fons highly favoured and honoured by Auguftus; 
but their mother Julia met with a very different treatment. 

Her lewdnefs, infamy, and fcandalous debaucheries, had 
for fqme years been the talk of the whole city. Auguftus 
had the misfortune of molt princes, who are, generally 
fpeaking, the lealt acquainted with their neareft concerns: 
he believed, indeed, that Ihe did not lead a very ftritt life; 
but never imagined her capable of committing thofe mon- 
ftrousand almoll incredible exceffes, of which he now found 
her gulity. Upon a full difeovery of her actions and cpn- 
du£t, he was fo fenfibly affe£ted with grief and confulion, 
that he fhut himfelf up in his palace, and continued feveral 
days bewailing his misfortune, without feeing any even of 
his moft intimate friends. Unable to conceal the Iran (ports 
of his grief and anger from the public, be communicated to 

* Dio, Suet. iU Tiber. 

(N) Several medals, coined gend on the reverie ; “ Caius 
on ^his occafion, have reached and 'Lucius Csefars, the fons 
our times, on which are the of Auguftus, defigned confab, 
heads of the two brothers with princes of the youth.” 
bucklers and lpears, and thisle- 
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the fenate the excefles of the infamous proftitute, and the 
difgrace of his family; an indifcretion which he afterwards 
faid he would never have been guilty of, had Agrippa or 
Maecenas been living. Overcome with Ihame and rage, he 
firft refolved to put his daughter to death ; but afterwards 
altered his refolution, and contented himfelf with banifliing 
her to Pandataria, a defert ifland on the coaftof Campania, 
now known by the name of Santa Maria. Her mother 
Scribonia, whom Auguftus had divorced the fame day fhe 
was born, attended her to the place of her banilhment, and 
never abandoned her in the fequel. The emperor not only 
punilhed the infamous Julia with banifhment, but at the 
fame time forbad her the ufe of wine, and all delicacies 
whatever, either ih d^et or cloaths. By an exprefs order 
from the emperoV, no perfon, of what condition foever, 
was to vifit her without his leave. Not long after, her eldeft 
daughter by Agrippa, named alfo Julia, and married to L. 
Paulus, being convi&ed of the fame crimes, was confined 
to the ifland of Tremera, now Tremiti, in the Adriatic 
Sea b . The punilhment of Julia was followed by that of all 
thofe who were acceflary to her debaucheries. Sempronius 
Gracchus, T. Quin&ius Crifpinus, C. Claudius, and L. 
Scipio, all perfons pf great diftin&ion, were condemned to 
perpetual banilhment. But Julius Antonius, the fon of 
the triumvir, and many others, were, by the emperor’s or¬ 
ders, put to death (O). 

Auguftus, to divert his mind from his domeftic misfor¬ 
tunes, exhibited the molt magnificent and expenfive thews 
that had ever been feen in Rome. Chariot-races in the 
circus, representations on the ftage, and combats of gla¬ 
diators, were now become common. Auguftus, on this 
occalion, revived thofe fports, which had been for a con- 
fiderable time laid afide, on account of the extraordinary 
11 Vei. Patercul. cap. 100. Dio, ibid. p. 555. 


(O) Her chief confident, 
Phoebe, laid violent hands on 
herlclf before fentence was pro. 
nounced againfther. Auguftus, 
when news were brought him 
pt her death, could pot help ad¬ 
miring her courage, and wifhing 
that Phoebe, and not Julia, had 
been his daughter, intimating, 
that he Ihould have been well 
pleafed, if Julia had ended her 
days in the fame manner. Ti¬ 
berius heard the news of the dif¬ 


grace and banilhment of Julia 
with great joy; but, as no man 
knew better the art of diffem- 
bling, he became her advocate; 
and, pretending great tender- 
nefs and companion for her, he 
wrote frequent letters to Au¬ 
guftus, entreating him to for¬ 
give her, and reinftate her in 
his favour. But the emperor 
continued inflexible to the hour. 
of his death; and even obliged 
Tiberius to divorce her. 

charges 
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charges that attended them. He caufed a canal to be dug 
eighteen hundred paces in length, and two hundred in 
breadth, conveying into it the Fiaminian water, and build¬ 
ing fcaffolds quite round it, capable of holding multitudes 
of fpe&ators. And indeed the concourfe of people was fa 
great, that the emperor was obliged to place guards in all 
the quarter? of the city, left thieves ftiould feize that oppor¬ 
tunity t° plunder the empty and abandoned boufes. He 
had frequently entertained the people with fights of lions, 
tygers, elephants, and rhinacerofes ; but now the new' canal 
appeared all on a fudden filled with live crocodiles, of 
which thirty-fix were killed by Egyptians brought from the 
banks of the Nile for that purpofe. The multitude were 
highly delighted with this fight, whish ^vas quite new : but 
the fearfight, which enfued, afforded them ftill greater di- 
yerfion ; for, at the oppofite ends of the lake or canal, two 
fleets appeared, the gallies of one being built after the 
Greek, and thofe of the other after the Perfian manner. 

Both fleets engaged; and, as it was not a mock fight, moft 
of the combatants being perfons fentenced to death, the 
battle prpved very bloody c . 

In the midft of tliefe public fports and diverfions, news Diflurt- 
were brought to Auguftus, that the Armenians, entering ancesm 
into an alliance with the Parthians, had expelled Artabazes, A ' mem ** 
whom he had appointed king of that country, and raifed 
f’igranes to the throne. The emperor, dreading the con- 
fequences of an alliance between thofe two powers, was at 
a lofs what meafures he Ihould take to put a ftop to the 
war, which threatened the eaftem provinces. He could 
not manage it in perfon, being now advanced in years ; Ti¬ 
berius had retired to Rhodes, and the emperor determined 
not to recall or employ him: on the other hand, he was 
afraid to truft any with the oommand of the army, except 
thofe of his own family. In this perplexity, he at length Yr. of FU 
refolved to fend into the Eaft his grandfon Caius, who had Ante Oir 
then entered into the nineteenth year of his age; but, be- , 
fore his departure, to procure him the greater efteem,*he U. C. 747. 
honoured him with the title of proconful, and married him ———■ 
to Lollia Paulina, either the daughter or niece of M. Lol- Caius O- 
lius, an officer of great experience, who was his governor, 
and whom he now appointed his fecond in command d (P). * 

In 

c Suet. ibid. Ovid, de Arte, lib.i. Monument. Ancyran. apud 
Grut. ibid. d Zonar. ex Dion. Suet, in Claud, cap. 16. Plin. 

Jib. ^x. cap. 35. Solin.cnp. jj. 

(P) Before theyoung general nothing that might contribute 
(etout, Auguftus, who omitted to the fuccefa ot this expedi¬ 
tion, 
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In the mean time Phraates, king of Parthia, being in- 
formed of the vTiriike preparations that were carrying on 
in different parts of the empire, and not doubting that 
they were defigned againft him, wrote a fubmiffive letter to 
Auguftus j but as he deferred, under various pretences, 
Withdrawing his troops front Armenia, which Auguftus re¬ 
quired him to do without delay, Caius, taking leave of Au¬ 
guftus, fet out from Rome, and battened into Armenia *. 
In his paffage he touched at Chios f , or, as Suetonius fays, 
fihtnus W Samos «. Tiberius no fooner heard of his arrival, 
*»atts upon than he went to wait upon him, behaving on that occafion 
kirn. jn a very fubmiffive manner, and ffiewing the utmofl re- 
fptQ. not only to (be young prince, but to all thofe of his 
attendance. CaiqS rtfceived him with great coldnefs, his 
governor, M. Loll iris, who hated Tiberius, having filled 
the mind pf his pupil with prejudices againft him. The 
tribunefhip of Tiberius being almof( expired, bis mother 
Livia prevailed upon Anguftus to .declare him his lieute- 
Tibtrrn nanl in thofe parts; but apprehending his life was in danger, 
rs asfgrate. he retired into the middle of the' ffla-nd, where he lived 
privately, in order to avoid the compliments of the Roman 
Officers, who paffed that way in their voyage to the Eaft *. 

From Samos Caius haftened into Syria, where all the 
Roman forces iri the Eaft, and thofe of the allies of Rome, 

* D»o» I^gat. 39, in Excerpt, ab Urfin. f Xiph. & Zonar. ex 
Dion. g Suet, in Tib. cap, n. 


tioa, fent Dionyfius, a geogra¬ 
pher of great fame, into the 
Eaft before him, with orders to 
take an exaft furvey of the 
Country which was likely to be 
rhe feat of war (i). Whether 
this wat the famous Dionyfius, 
Whofe Periegefis in Greek veffe 
has. reached us, or another Dio- 
nyfitis, the fon of Diogenes, 
who published the dimenfiom 
ot the earth, as we read in Mar- 
cianus Heracleota (*), we know 
not. This commifiipn of Caius 
Casfar is varioufly mentioned by 


the ancientsTacitus writes, 
that he had Armenia for his 
province (3) ; Velleius Pater¬ 
culus, that he was fent into Sy¬ 
ria (4) ; Suetonius, that be was 
appointed governor of the Eaft 
(5) i Orofius, that he was fent 
by Auguftus to fettle the pro¬ 
vinces _of Egypt and Syria (6); 
and Pliny quotes a book written 
by king Juba, in which mention 
is made of Caius’5 expedition 
into Arabia (7); but adds, that 
the young ponce had only fome 
thoughts of invading A rabia (8). 


Fli*. lib. vi. cap. «7. (*) Marxian. Heracleota, Peripl. 

lib, 1. (j) Tacit. Anna!, lib. ii. Cap. 48. (4) Vel. Patercul. 

lib. 11. cap. 101. (3) Suet, in Tiber. «kp. r*. (6) Orof. librvii,. 

}’ (7) Plm. lib. vi. cap. tj. in fin. ( 8 ) Idem Ibid. cap. 18. 


were 
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were aflembled, and ready for fervice (Q^). He therefore 
put himfelf at the head of the army, and began his march 
towards the frontiers of Parthia. Upon his approach 
Phraates, diftrufting his own fubje£ts, who bore him an ir- 
reconcileable hatred, fent deputies to treat of peace. The 
young general received the ambaffadors with great polite*' 
nefs, and it was agreed, that Caius and Phraates Ihould 
have an interview ip an iiland formed by the Euphrates. 
Thither they both repaired on the day appointed, each of 
them attended with the like number of guards, while their 
two armies, drawn up in battalia, lined the oppolite banks 
of the river. In the conference Caius only infilled upon 
the Parthian’s renouncing all pretenfions to Armenia, a 
condition to which he readily confeptefl; fo that a treaty 
was foon concluded, and tranquility rellored, when leaft 
expe&ed, to the Eaftern provinces. Matters being thus 
fettled, the two chiefs entertained each other. Velleius 
Paterculus, who wasprefent at thefe banquets, as a military 
tribune in Caius’s army *, tells us, that the Parthian king 
acquainted Caius, in a private conference, that he was be¬ 
trayed by his governor, M. Lollius, who Jiad taken large 
bribes of him, and had acquired immenfe funis by levying, 
without his knowlege, heavy contributions on all the pro¬ 
vinces of the Eaft. The fame writer adds, that the king 
informed him of the treacherous defigns and counfels of 
Lollius; at which the young prince being alarmed, for¬ 
bid him his prefence. Lollius, thus difgraced, died a few 
days after j but whether of a natural or violent death, our 
author does not take upon him to determine. Pliny and 
Solinus fay, that he put an end to his life with poifon 5 
but none of the ancients impute bis death to Caius, though 
he deferved to be punilhed with the utmoft feverity, if the 
charge, brought againft him by the Parthian king, was true. 
Upon his death Publius Quirinius was either appointed by 
Augulius, or cbofen by the young prince himfelf, for his 
governor. He was a good commander, and had been re¬ 
warded by Augulius for his eminent for vices, firft with the 
confullhip, and afterwards with a triumph, 6r rather an 
ovation, for driving the Homonades, a people of Cilicia, 
out of their ftrong-holds k . He proved a friend to Tiberius, 
and reconciled Caius to him, as we fliall fee hereafter. 

1 Vel. Pat. liS.ii. cap. lot. fc Tac. Annal. lib. iii. cap. *8, 

( Q_) Suetonius tells us, that therein was approved of, and 
he pafled through Judsea, but much commended, by Auguf- 
tcoThed to worfhip at Jerufa- tus (1). 
lem ; and adds that his conduft 

(1) Suet, in Oflav, cap. 53. 
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The-treaty of peace between the Romans and Parthians 
W33 fcarce concluded, when Artabazes, whom Auguftus 
had placed on the throne of Armenia, died; and then Ti- 
granes, who had 'been fnpported by the Parthians, fent 
rich prefen'R to Adguftus, accompanied with a fubmiflive 
letter; wherein, without ftyling nimfelf king, he begged 
the kingdom. The emperor, glad to terminate the difturb- 
ances of the Eaft* accepted his pYefents, and ordered him 
to attend Gains in Syria; where he received at his hands the 
crown of Armenia. 

The temple of Janos being fhut (R), and all the provinces 
of the Roman empire enjoying profound tranquility, our Lord 
and Saviour Jefus Qh rift was born in the city of Bethlehem ; 
for the following, yapr Oaffius Cornelius Lentulus, and 
L. Calpurnius Pifo were raifed to the confulate ; and they 
were fucceeded in that dignity by Caius Caefar, though then 
abfent in Syria, and L. ASmilius Paulus. During their ad- 
miniftraticm nothing remarkable happened in Italy, nor in 
the countries ftlbjeci to, or depending upon Rome, except 
the death of Herod, and the divifion of his kingdom made by 
Auguftus, who gave one-half of it to Archelaus, and divided 
the other between his two brothers, Antipas and Philip: 

' j.lt was in the courfe of the next year, when P. Alfenus 
"Varus, and P. Vinucius were confuls, that Tiberius at length 
obtained leave to return to Rome; Caius, to whom Au- 
.guftjis had referred the matter, confetiting to it at the earneft 
intreaties of his new governor Quirinius ; but upon con¬ 
dition that he fhould bear no office in the common- 


(R' From the time of Rorau- far's expedition againft the Par- 
IiB to the reign of Auguftus, the thians; whence he concludes, 
temple of Janus had been but that it did not conrinue fhut for 
twice fhut; during Numa's twelve years; and that our $a- 
peaceable reign, and after the viour was bom before the trdu, 
ftrft Punic war. Auguftus fhut bles in the Eaft broke out; for 
it three times: after he had he was born, as all the authors 
vanquifted Antony; four years affirm, while the world was jin 
Vfter, pn his return from the peace, Tacitus, however, 6f- 
with the Cantabrians in furesus, that after Auguftus had 
Spain/;, and fome time before the opened the-gates of Janus the 
birth of Chrift. Horace fpeSks third time,jhry;wcte,uever ffiiit 
of Aubuftus’s victory over the"' ;lfll the ycrp^film. But 

Sicamhri, and obferyqs, jhar the. , as no wrfr vyas de^t*d,*nd no 
temple or Jianas was then thuf; hifftilitfes'^ftnHiiit»ed.<uther jtiy 
Qrofius fays, rhat^after Auguftus the •IjUMnansjbr^'PartVngns, jve 

had . fliut it the 1 third time, it cdnhotTJelleVit, that tfypjfemple 
EB #inueftfo twel ve, y ears.■> F, - of Ji|usw\s.‘,opened,«* oC-ta- 
H#is-b of opinion, that it was fion of this expedition. ,-V 
ap%e4 on o«cafiqn ( of Caiuspy-i 
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Parthians, tiotwithftanding the treaty concluded a few year* 
before between them and the Romans, invaded that king¬ 
dom with a numerous army. In confequence of this inva- 
j Caius, who was ftill in Syria, having, with great ex¬ 
pedition, aflembled his forces, inarched againft the enemy* 
and, penetrating into the heart of Armenia without oppo- 
fition, appeared before Artagera. Upon his arrival, one 
Addo, whom fome call Domnes, the governor of the place, 
invited him to a private interview, under pretenfce that he 
had fomething to communicate to him of the utmoll im¬ 
portance. Caius, not fufpeffing any treachery, complied 
with his requeft j but Addo, or, as Strabo calls him, Ador, 
having infenfibly drawn the unwary youth, during the con¬ 
ference, clofe to the wall, wounded him, and retired that 
inftant into the city. The Romans, provoked at the treachery 
of the barbarian, immediately gave the aflault on all tides, 
took the place hy ftorm, and difmantled it, after having 
put the traitor, and, with him, the whole garrifon, to 
the fword * (S). The wound did not prove mortal; but 
neverthelefs weakened the body, and funk the fpirits, of 
Caius to fuch a degree, that, after he had driven the Parthi- 
ans out of Armenia, and placed Ariobarzanes, by birth a 
Mede, on the throne, he refigned himfeif to an idle and in¬ 
dolent life, leaving the whole management of affairs to his 
officers and lieutenants. Auguflus, who had a great defire 
to fee his favourite grandfon, recalled him to Rome; but 
the youth, captivated with the delights of that foft climate, 
and having many flatterers about him, who made it their 
eonftant ffudy to amufe his imagination with new pleafure6, 
begged leave to continue in Syria, declaring, that he had 
rather live in the mbft remote and inhofpitable corner of 


’ Idem * ibid, cap lot. Strabo, lib. xi. p. 5*9. Zoriar. ex Dion. 


(S) Florus relates this event 
In the following manner: Do- 
tnitius, on whom the king of 
Parrhia had conferred the go- 
▼eminent of Artaxata, pretend¬ 
ing a revolt, came oat to meet 
Caius, and delivered into his 
hands a writing, which, he faid, 
contained an account of ali the 
king’s treafuresj but while he 
was _ perilling it with great at¬ 
tention, the traitor, drawing a 

(1) Fior. UJ>. iv. cap. ulr. 


poinard concealed under his 
garment, ftabbed him (1). Sex¬ 
tus Rufus follows Florus, and, 
by an unpardonable miftake, 
adds, that the Parthians, by way 
of fatisfaftion for fo bold and 
treacherous an attempt, did then 
firft give hoftages to Oitavianus 
Csefar, and restored the enfigns 
which had been taken from 
Craflus (a)» 


(*) Sext. Ruf. in Breviar. 

the 
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the earth, than return to Home. This- unexpe&ed refufal 
{lung Augullus to the heart, who infilled on his returning to 
Italy ; alluring him, that he ftiould there be allowed to fol¬ 
low his own inclinations. Cains, therefore, with the ut- 
moft relu&ance, left Syria 5 and, failing for Lycia, arrived 
at Limyra, a city of that country, where he died foon after* 
in the twenty-fourth year of his age ' (T). Thus was Au¬ 
gullus, in the fpace of eighteen months, deprived of hoth 
his grandfons, whom he had adopted, in order to fucceed 
him in the Sovereign power. His death, as well as that Hisdoath. 
of Lucius, is, by fome, imputed to the fecret arts of Livia, 
who left no method untried to advance her fon Tiberius to 
the empire: but this imputation is altogether unfupported 
by any kind of evidence. 1 

The grief of Augullus for the death of one, whom he Vr. of FI. 
loved with the tendernefs of a father, was great beyond ex- * 353 - 
preffion. Livia and Tiberius endeavoured to confole him ; s ‘ 

and on this occafion the artful Livia, who had gained an U ‘ ’ 75i ‘ 
abfolute fway over her hufband, prevailed upon him to rib,rim 
adopt her fon Tiberius: however, he adopted at the fame adopt,d by 
time Agrippa Pofthumius, the third fon of Agrippa and Ju- 
lia, whom he had hitherto negleded, as a youth of no naaUuibf 
parts, and of an untradlable temper: he likewife obliged rib,rim. J 
Tiberius to adopt Germanicus, the fon of his brother Dru- 
fus, though he had a fon of his own. His nephew Germa- 


* Veil. Paterc. lib. ii. cap. 10*. 


(T) Tacitus lays, he died of 
his wound as he was returning 
from Armenia (a) j and Sextus 
Rufus, that he returned into Sy¬ 
ria, and died there; but Sueto¬ 
nius, Dio Caffius, and Velleius 
Paterculus, who ferved under 
Caius, allure us, that he died in 
Limyra in Lycia, on his return 
to Rome. Augullus was ex¬ 
tremely grieved at his death, and 
complained of Alinius Pollio, 
one of his chief favourites, for 
inviting his friends to an enter¬ 
tainment, while his grief was yet 
frelh. Pollio anfwered, “ I fup- 
ped after the fame manner when 
I loft my fon Arterius; and can 


any one require more grief of 
a mend than of a father (3) ?” 
The body of Caius was convey¬ 
ed to Rome, and buried there 
with great pomp. Bellonius 
tells us, that he faw the tomb 
and epitaph of C. Caslar at Ha¬ 
ma or Emefa in Syria (4) but 
that his bones were buried at 
Rome, is manifeft from the fol¬ 
lowing epitaph, which is ftill 
to be feen in the Church of the 
Apoftles, behind the old temple 
of Minerva: “ OfTa C. Csefaris 
Augufti F. Principts Juventutis 
(5): “The bones of C. Caefar, 
ion of Augullus, prince of the 
youth.” 


. (*) Tacit. Annal. lib. i. cap. 3. (3) Sense, in Procem. lib. 

*?■ de Controverf. (4) Brilon. Obfcrvat. lib. ii. {5) Vide 
Crater. Infcript. *33. 
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focus was n6w> become the emperor’s grandfon, while His 
own fon Drufus was denied that honour Thefe three 
different adoptions happened on the fifth of the calends of 
July 5 and it is remarkable, that Auguftus, in adopting Ti¬ 
berius, folemnly fwore before the people, that “ he adopted 
him for the good of the commonwealth w .” At the fame 
time he conferred on him the tribunitial power, for five 
years, according to fome writers; but according to others, 
for ten x . Thus, by the addrefs of Livia, were the higheft 
honours heaped upon her fon, now foie candidate for the 
fuccefiion. 

While Auguftus thus provided for the fucceffion, a dan¬ 
gerous confpiracy was formed againft his own perfon by 
Cornelius Cinna, grandfon to Pompey by his daughter Pom- 
peia. As feveral perfons of the higheft rank were engaged 
in the plot, Auguftus was greatly perplexed what meafures 
to take in fo nice an affair. If he ufed rigour, he was afraid 
their friends and relations, who were very powerful, might 
raife dangerous difturbances to revenge their deaths ; if he 
pardoned them, he apprehended his lenity might encourage 
others to the like attempts. In this anxiety he palled feve¬ 
ral nights, without being able to take the lead reft, or come 
to any refolution. At length Livia, by her refined arti¬ 
fices, drew from him the true caufe of his difquiet and un- 
eafinefs r ; and convinced him, that it was fafer, in fo cri¬ 
tical a juncture, to ufe clemency than rigour. Purfuant to 
her advice, Auguftus fent for Cinna ; and, taking him into 
bis clofet, charged him with the confpiracy, named all his 
accomplices, and {hewed himfelf thoroughly informed of 
the place, time, and other circumftances, on which the 
confpirators had agreed in their laft meeting. Cinna was 
thunder-llruck when he faw his treafon thus difcovercd, 
and himfelf in the power of the perfon whom he fought to 
deftroy, without any pofftble means of efcaping the punilh- 
ment due to his crime. His furprize was ftill greater, when 
Auguftus, inftead of treating him as a traitor, only upbraid¬ 
ed him in a gentle manner with ingratitude, reminding him 
of the many favours he had bellowed upon him, and adding, 
that lie was refolved to conquer his obftinacy. The em¬ 
peror forgave him, and all thole he had feduced into the fame 
wicked defigns: “ And to Ihew (faid he) that I am fin- 
eerely reconciled to you, I now name you conful for the 
enfuing year.” This generous behaviour made fuch a deep 
impreffion upon the mind of Cinna, that he continued, from 


« Vell.Paterc.lib.ii. cap. 101. w Suet. in Tiber, cap. si- 

* Dio, lib. lv. p. 556. 1 Dio, lib.lv. p. 5J7. 

that 
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ttiat time to the hour of his death, inviolably attached to 
the intereft of Auguftus and his family z . It was about this 
time, and perhaps or this occafion, that the people offered 
Auguftus the title of dominus, that is, lord, or majlcr; 

Which he not only refufed, but publifhed an edi£t, forbid¬ 
ding any orte to addrefs him under that name; a name pe¬ 
culiar to mafters with refpeft to their flaves, and therefore 
no lefs injurious to him than to the Roman people. To¬ 
wards the end of this year, the people earneftly entreated 
him to recall his daughter Julia; but he anfwered, that 
he never would confent to their requeft; and, when 
the people were very preflihg with him, he could not 
contain his anger, but, in a violent paffion, wifhed they 
might Rave fuch wives and fuch daughters. They prevail- Julian , 
ed upon him at length to change the place of her confine- "“ved to 
ment, and to remove her from the ifland to the continent; 1i:L ' lonV " 
but he would not by any means fuffer her to return to 
Rome \ 

In the beginning of the enfuing year, when Cn. Cornelius 
Cinma, who had confpired againft Auguftus, and L. Valerius 
Meflala, were confuls, Tiberius was fentinto Germany, to 
complete the conqueftof that country, and keep in awe the 
feverai nations which had been fome years before fubdued by 
him and his brother Drufus. C. Sentius Saturninus, the 
laft year’s conful, an officer of known valour and great ex¬ 
perience, was appointed to command under him, as he was 
well acquainted with the country, having been formerly 
Auguftus’s lieutenant in thofe parts. Velleius Paterculus, 
the hiftorian, attended Tiberius in this expedition, and ferv- 
ed under him in quality of praefe£tu 9 equitum, or commander 
ofhorfe; which poft had been held by his father. He tells Thetx. 
us, that Tiberius, entering Germany, over-ran the country P loits °f . 
of the Caninefates, now the province of Utrecht; that, from ljer,ui ’* 
thence, he advanced againft the Attuati and Bru&eri, the erma ”J' 
people of the territory of Munfter, whom he eafily reduced; 
that the Cherufci, the inhabitants of the prefent duchies of 
Brunfwic and Lunebourg, fubmitted at his approach ; that 
be made himfelf mafter of all the countries lying on the 
Vifurgis and the Lupias, now the Weferand the Lyppe; and 
that, putting his troops into winter-quarters on the banks of 
the Lupias, he returned to Rome towards the end of Decem¬ 
ber, where he was received with loud acclamations b . 

In this and the following year, Rome was affli£ted with a A famint 
dreadful famine, infomuch that all foreigners, gladiators, inHomt. 

* Seuec.deClemen, lib. i. cap- $. p. 3;*, 319- * Suet, in 

Octav. cap. 53, XiphiJ. Ub.lv. b Veil. Paterc. lib. ii. cap, 

z ° 4 -» 105, 106. % 

Vol. XTL. 'O 
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athIet*,orwreftlers, and flaves, except phyflcians and fchoof- 
mafters, were driven out of the city, and ordered to remain at 
eighty miles diftance from the capital, Auguftus himfelf 
fending away the greater part of his own flaves and attend¬ 
ants. On this occafion he doubled his ufual largefles, or¬ 
dering a certain quantity of corn to be weekly diftributed 
among the indigent citizens, and provifions to be brought 
from Sicily, Sardinia, and the neighbouring countries, at 
the public expence, and fold at a low rate. Thefe regula¬ 
tions ftill more endeared him to the people, who were for 
decreeing him new honours, which he abfolutely refufed ; 
but the glory which accrued to him from a folemn embafl'y 
fcnt this year to Rome, in the name of the Parthian nation, 
is greatly celebrated by all the writers of thofe times. The 
Parthians, tired with the troubles that were daily raifed in 
their country by pretenders to the crown, had at length re- 
courfe to Auguftus, entreating him to give them a king. 
The emperor, highly pleafed with this embafly, named Vo- 
nones, one of the fons of Phraates, who had been Pent to 
Rome, as we have formerly obferved, commending him |>oth 
to the Parthian ambaffadors, and the Roman governors in 
the Balt. The Parthian nobility received him with great 
joy, and placed him on the throne of the ArfacidesS 

Next year, M Aimilius Lepidus and L. Arruntius being 
confuls, Tiberius, returning to Germany, purfued his con- 
quefts with furpriOng rapidity, if Velleius his hiftorian, or 
rather panegyrift, is to be credited. He firft fubducd the 
Chauci (U), the moll flourifhing and numerous nation of 
Germany, and then the Langobardi or Lombardi, who 
furpaffed in fiercenefs all the inhabitants of that vaft conti¬ 
nent. He over-ran, and brought under fubjeclion, all the 
countries between the Rhine and the Albis, or the Elbe, 
while his fleet ftruck terror into the warlike nations border¬ 
ing on the ocean } and the Roman enfigns and eagles were 
revered and adored by numberlefs nations, who, till the 
arrival of Tiberius, had never heard of the Roman name 4 . 

While Tiberius profecuted the war in Germany^ Corne¬ 
lius Cofl'us was employed in Mauritania again ft the Getuli, 
who, revolting from king Juba, maflacre^ all the Romans 


C Strab. lib. xvi. p. 748. Tacit. Annal. lib. ii. cap. *. Jofeph. 
p. 620. * Vell.Paterc. libii. ca p. 104, 105,106. . 


(U) The Chauci inhabited 
Eaft Frieiland, the counties of 
Oldenburg, and Hoya, and part 
of the biihoprick of Bremen : 
the Longobardi, or Langobar¬ 


di, that part of the marquifatr 
of Brandenburg which is now 
called Middlemarck, and lies 
between the Elbe and the 
Oder. 

fettled 
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fettled in his country, and committed moft dreadful ra¬ 
vages in the provinces fubjeft to that prince. But Coffus, 
marching againft them, defeated the rebels with great 
daughter, and obliged them to fubmit. This year Agrippa 
Pofthumius, having incurred the difpleafure of his grand¬ 
father Auguftus, was banilbed to the ifland of Planafia, 
now Pianofa, in the Mediterranean fea (W). 

Next year, when A. Licinius Nerva and Csecilius 
Metellus were confuls, Rome had three dangerous wars to 
maintain ; one in Germany, another in Pannonia, and 
the third in Dalmatia. In Germany, Maroboduus king of 
the Marcomanni (X), a prince of extraordinary ftrength, 
uncommon addrefs, great perfonal courage, and expe¬ 
rience in military affairs, having raifed a formidable army, 
confiding of feventy thoufand foot, and four thoufand 
horfe, threatened the countries lately fubdued by 'l iberius, 
nay, Italy itfelf, with an invafion. Againft him was fent 
Tiberius, who, arriving in Illyricum, divided his numerous 
forces into two bodies : one he put under the conduct of 
C. Gentius Saturninus, who, by Tiberius’s orders, taking 
his route through the territories of the Catti, and opening 
himfelf a paffage through the Hercynian foteft(Y), brought 
his legions to the confines of the Marcomanni, called by the 
ancients Boiohaemi. Tiberius feemed to be unwilling to 
enter the lifts with the king of the Marcomanni 5 for, un¬ 
der various pretences, he delayed his march, and conti¬ 
nued in Illyricum, as if he were afraid of the enemy, or 
defigned to protraft the war. Auguftus was old, and Ti¬ 
berius knew how much it would be for his intereft to have, 
at his death, an army under his command ready to fecond 
his ambitious views •, and therefore palled great part of the 
fummer in a ftate of inadHon, at the head of a numerous 
and well-difcipiined army. 


(W) Some writers tell us, 
that Auguftus conceived an ir- 
reconcileable hatred to him, on 
account of his irregular and fcan- 
dalous life, which he thought 
a difgrace to his family. Ta¬ 
citus afcribes the difgrace of 
young Agrippa not to any 
vices of his own, but to the 
arts, and ambitious views of 
Livia, who was glad to re 
move . the only perfon who 
flood in her fon’s way to abfo- 
lute power. 

O 


(X) The Marcomanni inha¬ 
bited firft that country which 
lies between the Rhine, the 
Danube, the Cochera, and the 
Neckar. From thence they 
parted with the Harudes and 8e- 
dufii into Boiohsemia, now Bo¬ 
hemia, and, driving out the 
Boii, fettled there. 

(Y) The Black foreft, and 
foreft of Bohemia, were once 
pans of this Hercynian foreft, 
which extended from the Rhine 
as far as Mufcovy. 
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M. Valerius Meffalinus having, by the emperor's order, 
led the troops he commanded in Dalmatia and Pannonia 
into- Ulyricum, to reinforce Tiberius, the inhabitants of 
thofe countries confpired to (hake off the yoke, and recover 
their ancient liberties, under the conduct of two chiefs of 
the fame qame. The two Batts raifed each in his own 
country an hundred thoufand foot, and nine thoufand horfe, 
flew all the Romans who had fettled in Pannonia or Dal¬ 
matia, over-ran the neighbouring countries fubjeft to the 
Romans, and, penetrating into Macedon, committed the 
moft dreadful ravages. The two chiefs had agreed to aft 
jointly or feparately, as occafion fhould require, and not to 
lay down .their arms till they had delivered their refpeftive 
countries, and all Germany, from the Roman bondage. 
This general and unespefted infurreftion filled Rome with 
terror and confufion. The emperor, having afiembled the 
fenate, inftead of leflening, magnified the danger; allur¬ 
ing the confcript fathers, that, unlefs a new army was 
raifed with all poflible expedition, they might in ten days 
fee the enemy at the gates of Rome. Levies were therefore 
made without delay, the veterans were ordered to return to 
their colours, and not only freed-men, but great numbers 
of Haves, were admitted into the legions. By thefe means 
a numerous army was raifed, and the command of it given 
to Germanicus the fon of Drufus, and nephew of Tiberius, 
a youth of extraordinary accomplilhments. Augqftus left 
the capital, and went to refide at Ariminum } whence he 
could, with more eafe and expedition, difpatch orders to 
the two generals, and affift them with his advice in carry¬ 
ing on a war, which he confideied as the moft dangerous 
he had yet been engaged in, the enemy’s troops being very 
numerous, well difciplined, and at no great diftance from 
Italy, which, if any misfortune fhould happen either to 
Tiberius or Germanicus, they would not fail to invade, 
and might over-run, before another army could be raifed *. 

Germanicus was no fooner appointed to command againft 
the revolted PannonianS and Dalmatians, than Tiberius 
turned his arms againft them, hoping he fhould be able to 
■ reduce them before the arrival of Germanicus, whom he 
now beheld as his rival, and therefore would have willingly 
deprived of the glory which might accrue to him from that 
expedition. With-this view, quitting Ulyricum, he en¬ 
camped in the country which parted Pannonia from the 
kingdom of Maraboduus, to prevent the conjunftion of the 
Pannonians and the Marcomauni; but Bato, the Panno- 


Dio, lib. Iv. p. 569, Sc t eq. 
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ftian, laid fiege to Sirmium (Z) ; and, though defeated by 
Caecina Severus, governor of Moefia, had again recruited 
his army, and obliged Caecina to quit the field. On the 
other hand Bato, the Dalmatian, laid fiege to Salona (A), 
and though wounded in the attack of the place, yet marched 
at the head of his troops meet Meffalinus, whom Tibe¬ 
rius had detached againft him, gave battle, and defeated 
him. The Roman general being obliged, in his retreat, to 
pafs through certain defiles, was there unexpectedly (hut 
up, and furrounded on all fides by the enemy. The two 
Batos foon after united their forces, and, encamping on 
Mount Almus, in the neighbourhood of Sirmium, kept that 
place blocked up, and laid the country under contribution. 

Tiberius detached Rhymetalces, a petty king of Thrace, 
againft them, who gained fome inconfiderable advantages, but 
was not able to diflodge them, though joined by A. Cxcina, 
governor of Media, at the head of a confiderable body of 
Roman troops. At length Tiberius marched againft them 
in perfon ; but the enemy, upon the news of his approach, 
abandoned their poft, and, dividing their numerous forces 
into feveral fmall bodies, retired by different ways into Ma- 
cedon, committing dreadful ravages in all the countries 
through which they palled. As winter'drew near, Tiberius 
did not purfue them} but Rhymetalces, and his brother, 
Rafcipolis, at the head of the Thracian auxiliaries, coming 
up with them on the confines of Macedon, gave them a total 
overthrow f . 

At the approach of winter, Tiberius returned to Rome, 
where M. Furius Camillus and Sextus Nonius Quindtilianus 
were foon after raifed to the confulate. During their ad- 
miniftration, ambaffadors came to Rome, both from the 
Jews and Samaritans, to accufe Archelaus, to whom Au- 
guftus had given the half of his father Herod’s kingdom, 
under the name of ethnarchy, of mal-sdminiftration, ty- - 
raijny, and oppreffion. Archelaus being cited to Rome, Archelaui 
to anfwer the charge brought againft him, and not being depajsdand 
able to juftify himfelf before the emperor, he was depofed, baaijbtd. 
and banifhed to Vienne in Gaul, where he ended his days. 

Archelaus being banifhed, Augustus appointed Publius Sul- 

f Dio, lib. Iv. p. 569—571. Veil. Patercul. lib. ii. cap. 114, See. 

(Z) Sirmium, now Sirmifch, called them into thofe parts, 
was, in former times, the me- (A) Salona, one of the chief 
tropolis of Panuonia Inferior, cities of Illyricum, flood on the 
and the place which the empe- Adriatic fea, at a finall diftance 
tors chofe for their refidence, from the prefent city of Spa- 
when the affairs of the empire lato. 
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pitius Quirinius to be preGdent of Syria; and fent him into 
the Eaft to feize on the countries of Judsea, Idumaea, and 
Samaria, which were now reduced to a Roman province, 
CopOnius, a Roman knight, was fent to take upon him the 
government of them, with the title of procurator of Judaea. 
Thefe officers, arriving at Jerufatem, feized all Archelaus’s 
effe£b and treafures, purfuant to the fentence pafled againft 
him by Auguftus, and, having abolifhed the Jewifh polity, 
introduced the Roman in its ftead. Coponius affumed, in 
the name of Auguftus, the adminiftration, but in fubordi- 
nation to the preGdent of Syria, Judaea being made a part 
of that province. Thus was the power of life and death 
taken from the Jews, and placed wholly in the Roman pro¬ 
curator and his fubordinate officers. All taxes were hence¬ 
forth paid immediately to the Roman emperor; and the 
Jews might now fay with truth, what they were heard to 
lay fome years after; “ We have no king b.ut Caefar s.” 

Early in the fpring Tiberius and Germanicus took the 
field, the former againft the Pannonians, and the latter 
againft the Dalmatians. We read of no great advantsges 
gained by Tiberius ; but Germanicus obliged the Dalma¬ 
tians to quit the field,and ffielterthemfelves behind the walls 
of their cities and caftles,fome of which hebefieged and took. 

While they were thus prefied by Germanicus, a famine 
began to rage all over the country, and was attended by va¬ 
rious diftempers, arifing from their feeding on herbs and 
roots to which they were not accuftomed. In this extre¬ 
mity B:\to, chief of the Dalmatians, began to think of fub- 
mitting; and accordingly fent deputies to treat with Tibe¬ 
rius, who received both them and Bato himfelf, when he 
appeared before him the next day, in a very obliging man¬ 
ner. The Roman aiked him from his tribunal, what had 
reduced him to revolt, and perfift fo long, and with fuch 
obftinacy, in his rebellion againft Rome : “ The Romans, 
(anfwered Bato) inftead of fhepherds to protect and defend 
us, fend wolves to devour us.” The kind treatment he met 
with from Tiberius made fuch an impreffion upon his mind, 
that be was eafily prevailed upon to turn his arms againft 
bis name-fake and ally, whom he defeated, and inhumanly 
murdered, having perfuaded $>e garrifon of a caftle, to 
which th„e unfortunate Pannoniajubad fled after the battle, 
to betray him into his hands Upon his death the greater 
part of the Pannonians fubmitted b .. 

« Vide Strah. lib. xii. p. 5*9. Dio, lib. lv. p. 5(1. Jofeph. Antiq. 
lib. xvii. cap. 15. & de Bell. Judaic, lib. ii. *> Dio, lib. Ivi. p. 

J7°>57«. Veil. Paterc.ibid. 
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When Auguftus heard of the fubmiffion of one Bato, and 
the death of the other, he left Ariminuin, and returned to 
Rome, where great complaints were made to him by the 
knights, againft the law which he had publilhed fome years 
before, concerning unmarried perfons, and fuch as had no 
children. The knights, whofe averfion to marriage pro¬ 
ceeded from the loofenefs of their lives, were very preffing 
with the emperor to get this law abolilhed. Thus folicited, 

Auguftus aflembled the whole body of knights, and de¬ 
claimed with great vehemence againft celibacy. Far from 
complying with the defires of thofe who had an averfion to 
marriage, he doubled the rewards and privileges of fuch as 
had children, and laid heavy fines on all unmarried perfons ; 
allowing them, however, the term of a year, in which 
fpace, if they complied with the law, they were to be free 
from the penalty. This edict obliged all men to marry at 
a certain age, eftablilhed great exemptions and privileges to 
fuch as had children, and laid heavy fines on all who, after 
a certain age, continued fingle. It was called the Papian-Po- Iht PapU 
ptean law, becaufe enabled by the confuis fill Papins Mutilus 
and CTPopteusSec^s, to whom the confuis of this year, larvj ' 

C. SuTpitius CamerifrUs and C. Poppaeus Sabinus, had re- 
figned the fafces, after having held them only fix months. 

It was alfo called the 1 Julian law, having been publilhed by 
Auguftus’s order, who was of the Julian family. For the 
farther encouragement of marriage, Auguftus abrogated the 
Voconian law(B), forbidding married women to receive 

any 


(B) Nothing was more com¬ 
mon, before the publication of 
this law, than for men to give 
exceffive legacies to women, and 
to leavc ttjem by will the whole 
eftate of irwealthy family. One 
of the laws of the Twelve Tables 
impowered all citizenstoappoint 
whomfoever they pleafed to be 
their heirs, without regardJfcjex 
or relations. This law tnVat¬ 
tended with inconveniences; 
debauchery was increafed, and 
it became more eafy to debauch 
a fex who are not always deaf 
to their intereft. Befides, it 
was no uncommon thing to fee 
women, who were by legacies 
become richer than rheir huf- 
bands, infuhing them, and be¬ 


having tbemfelves in their fa¬ 
milies with great haughtinels. 
To remedy this evjl, Q^Voco- 
nius, tribune of tlje people, 
drew up a new law, which he 
at laft got paffed in the comitia. 
The chief heads of this law 
were: i. Every citizen was for¬ 
bidden to make any woman uni- 
verfal legatee, even an only 
daughter not excepted, s. A 
daughter’s fortune, alter the 
death of her father, was to be 
proportioned to his eltate, or to 
be pro rata of what he had left, 
according to the eftimation of 
prudent men; and, generally 
fpeaking, the daughter was al¬ 
lowed only one fourth of her 
father’s eftate. 3. It was enadt- 
< n > /, ed. 
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any legacies above a certain fura : yet, tbat he might, nol 
feem to djfcourage even the appearance of virtue, he be- 
flowed upon fuch women as bad vowed perpetual virginity 
the fame rewards and privileges as upon mothers K 

During thefe tranfafHons at Borne the war broke out 
again in Dalmatia and Pannonia; Bato, who had fub- 
mitted the year before, being the ring-leader of the revolt, 
whether upon fome new provocation, or merely from the 
ficklenefs of his temper, we know not. Germaificue, who 
had acquired a perfect knowlege of the country, and of the 
manner of fighting in ufe among the rebels, was ordered 
to lead the fame legions againft them which he had before 
commanded. He opened the campaign with the fiege of 
Rhsetinum, a ftrong city in Dalmatia, where he was in im¬ 
minent danger of perifhing, with the greateft part of his 
army; for the inhabitants having, after a faint refiftance, 
abandoned the town, and retired into the citadel, Germa- 
nicus, at the head of his legions, entered the place, in or¬ 
der to attack the citadel; but while the Romans were plant¬ 
ing their machines and ladders, they faw themfelves fud- 
denly furrounded by flames, the inhabitants having filled 

*> Dio, lib. lvi. p. 573— 578. 

ed, that all the legacies of the favour of the Voconian law, 
teftator fhould not exceed one which he inferted in his book 
half of his eftate (6). This De Originibus, and which was 
teftamenrary law had been pre- in being in Livy’s time. There 
ceded by another, which C. are fome fragments of it flill ex- 
Furius, tribune ot the people, taut in Aulus Gellius. Cicero 
had got palled, and which was fixes the palling of the Voco- 
thence called the Furian law. nian law to the year of Rome 
It forbad, according to Ulpian, 584, when Quintus Marcius 
Pomponius, and Juftinian, any Philippus, and Cneius Servilius 
Roman citizen to leave, by le- Cwpio were confuls (j 0 . From 
gacy, above the value of one that time it continued in force 
thoufand afes to any one perfon, to the reign of Auguftus, who 
and, at the fame time, con- revoked it in favour of Livia, 
demned the legatee to pay four to whom he was refolved, as 
times the fum which was given - Diiw|jjaffius informs us, to de- 
him above wbat the law Sly vile my will great part of his 
latcd; fo that the Voconian eftate ; but that hiftorianfpeaks 
law ought to be looked upon as fo arabiguoufly of the Voconian 
a fupplement to this, which was law, that he has given thecivi- 
probably grown out of ufe in liana occafion to put different 
the time of Q^Voconius. Cato, interpretations upon it. 
the cenfor, made a fpeech in 

(6) Cic. de F'mibus, & Verrina i. Aul. Gell. No£f. Attic, lib. xx 
cap. 10. Pjedian in Varr. i. (7) Cic. de Seneft. 
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fheir houfes with all forts of combuftible materials befom 
{hey abandoned them, and appointed fome refolute perfons 
to fet fire to them when the Romans fhould have entered. 

The legionaries, to avoid the fire, furrounded the citadel] 
which flood at fome diftance from the hpufes; in avoiding one 
hind of death they met with another 5 for the befieged dif- 
charged fo many darts, arrows, and ftones, that the ground 
was in an inftant covered with heaps of dead bodies. In 
this extremity the Romans attempted to fcale the fortrefs j 
but met with fuch a vigorous refiftance as difheartened 
them : nothing, therefore, now remained, but to attempt 
a retreat through the flames; and this they effe&ed, though 
with great lofs, many of them being crulhed by the ruins 
of the houfes, fuffocated by the fmoke, or deftroyed by the 
fire, which, with great violence, flamed out of the hqufes 
on either fide the ftreets through which they paffed. 

In the night the befieged abandoned the fortrefs, which 
began to take fire, and concealed themfelves in the neigh¬ 
bouring woods, Germanicus, having waited till both the ft. r/A 
city, and citadel were reduced to allies, led his legions againft fevtralci- 
Seretium, another city of great importance in the fame 
country, which he inverted, and reduced in a fhort time, 
though Tiberius had in vain attempted the redu&ion of It 
the year before. Being encouraged with this fuccefs, and 
po enemy appearing in the field, he divided his army into 
feveral. bodies, and, laying fiege to different places at the 
fame time, made himfelf mailer of moll of their fortified 
towns. In the mean time Auguftus, impatient to fee this 
war ended, ordered Tiberius to march likewifc into Dal¬ 
matia, and haften the final reduction of that country. Ti¬ 
berius immediately went in fearch of Bato, who had under 
his command a confiderable body of Bannonians and Dal¬ 
matians ; and finding him in the neighbourhood of Ande- 
rium, or Andetrium (C), a ftrong caftle, fituated on a fteep 
and inacceflible rock, offered him battle; but Bato, declin¬ 
ing an engagement, retired into the caftle, and polled his 
troops on the tops of the neighbouring mountains. 

Tiberius boldly advanced through the narrow paffages, Tfofiegt 
among the mountains, to the foot of the rock on which An- «//*"*. 
detrium Hood, with a defign to befiege it; but was greatly . 

alarmed when he faw himfelf furrounded by the enemy, ’ 

who, defcending from the mountains, had feized on the de¬ 
nies, and by that means cut off his retreat. He expe&ed " r, “ 
to find at Andetrium the Caudine Forks; and he mull have w 
inevitably periflbed with his whole army, had the Dalma- jf‘aits. 

(C) Now Clifla. 
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tians fhewed as much bravery and refoiution as the Sam- 
nites difplayed on the like occafion; but while Tiberius de- 
fpaired of being able either to retire or advance, the Dalma¬ 
tians, feized with a panic, abandoned their polls, and, re¬ 
treating in diforder to the tops of their mountains, left all 
the avenues open to the Roman general, who advancing 
without oppoficion to the foot of the rock on which the caf- 
Battfub- jj e flood, fummoned it to furrender. Bato, finding he could 
mll ‘ not depend upon his men, refohred to capitulate. Leaving 
the cattle in the night, he delivered himlelf up to Tiberius, 
who received him with great demonftrations of kindnefs, 
and allowed him to retire, after he had folemnly promifed 
never to bear arms againft the Romans. But the garrifon 
of Andetrium ftill refilled, and the place was not taken till 
after repeated affaults, in which great numbers of the Ro- 
4 tideirmm mans i 0 ft their lives. At length they furrendered upon ho- 
** tn ' nourable terms, which Tiberius religioufly obferved l . 
jtrduba - * At the fame time Germanicus reduced Arduba, a town 
liken by not inferior in ftrength to Andetrium, and defended by as 

Germum- numcrous a garrifon; but the reduction of that important 
**’" place was more owing to the difagreement which reigned 

among the inhabitants, than to the valour of the Romans ; 
for the greater part of the citizens being for furrendering, 
and fubmitting to the yoke, the women, more fond of their 
ancient laws and liberties than the men, joined fome Ro¬ 
man deferters, and falling upon their hullnmds, made a 
great (laughter of them. At laft, the men prevailing, they 
lubmitted ; and the unhappy women, difdaining to outlive 
the lofs of their liberty, either threw themfelves headlong 
from the walls, or, fetting fire to their houfes, confumed 
themfelves and their children in the flames. Then the two 
Roman generals, uniting their forces, over-ran all Dalma¬ 
tia and Pannonia, refloring every where peace and tran¬ 
quility, and obliging the inhabitants to deliver up their 
arms, and return to their former employments. 

Yr. of FI. The war being ended, to the great fatisfaflion of Au- 
*»i«. guftus, Tiberius and Germanicus returned fo Rome, where 
U C *6 the y enjoyed triumphal honours; and two triumphal arches, 
‘ 75 by a decree of the fenate, were to be eredled in Panno- 
The-war nia, and adorned with magnificent trophies. Germa- 
ended. nicus was allowed to ftand for the confulate before he 
attained the age required in other candidates, and to vote 
in the fenate before the fenators of confular dignity. As 
for Tiberius, it was decreed, that his fon- Drufus, though 
he had no fhare in the war, fhould be admitted into the fe- 


1 Dio, Tib. Ivi. n. cit— »8i. 
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nate, and have the privilege to deliver his opinion, after ho 
had executed the office of quseftor, before thofe who had 
been praetors k . 

The joy which the total reduftion of Pannonia and Dal¬ 
matia occafioned in Rome was changed into the deepeft 
melancholy, by the difmal news of the entire defeat of 
Quintilius Varus by the Germans under the conduct of Ar- 
nunius. The Germans, before the arrival of Varus, had be¬ 
gun to bear the yoke with lefs reluctance ; they had quitted 
tbeir forefts, built fome cities, where they lived in a focial 
manner, under the protection of the Roman laws; and, 
forgetting their native ferocity, had for fome time applied 
themfelves to the peaceable arts of hufbandry. But the ex- f'™' 
tortion and rapine of this new governor revived in that war- 
like nation their ancient love of liberty, eftranged their by his ex- 
minds from Rome, and infpired them with an eager defire tortion. 
of fhaking off a tyranny which they could no longer endure. 

Among the Germans was a young nobleman of extra- Armintut 
ordinary parts, and great valour, named Arminius. He u t ”^ r l alltl 
was the fon of Sigimer, one of the moft powerful lords of t \ e 
the Catti, had ferved with great reputation in the Roman from the 
armies, and been honoured by Auguftus with the privilege Roman 
of a Roman citizen, and the title of knight. But the love y° ke - 
of his country prevailing over all other confiderations, he 
refolved to improve the general difeontent which reigned in 
the nation, to the advantage of his countrymen, and deliver 
them from bondage. With this view he engaged, by means He flirt up 
of his friends and emiffaries, in a confpiracy again!! the Ger ~ ■ 
Romans, the chief lords and leading men of all the nations t /, t 

between the Rhine and the Elbe, in order to draw Varus Remans. 
to a diftance from this laft river, by which he could always 
receive fuccoure from Gaul, he fuggefted to . him the ne- jj; s (rea , 
ceffity of (hewing himfelf to the inhabitants of the more chery. 
diftant provinces, of admimftering juftice, and accudoming 
them, by his example, to live after the Roman manner. 

Varus readily came into the propofal of the crafty Armi¬ 
nius; and, quitting the neighbourhood of the Rhine, 
inarched into the country of the Cherufci. There he made 
it his whole bufinefs to civilize the Barbarians, by intro¬ 
ducing among them the Roman laws and manners. He 
was continually employed in hearing caufes, and deciding 
civil controverfies ; infomuch that his tent looked more like 
the tribunal of a praetor than the praetorium of a general. 

This was, indeed, a more fuitable employment to the genius 
of Varus, than military expeditions ; not that he wanted 

k Dio, & Veil. Patercul. ibid. 
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courage, but becaufe be loved his eafe, and thought ha 
could better tame the Barbarians by acting as a lawgiver 
than as a general. In the mean tirpe, the confpiracy being 
ripe for execution, and the Germans ready to rife Upon the 
firft notice, Arminius, under pretence of clearing the high¬ 
ways of. robbers, and keeping fome places in awe, perfuaded 
Varus to fend out feveral detachments; by which means 
his army being weakened, fome diftant nations in Germany 
rofe up in arms, by Arminius’s directions, while thofe, 
through which be was topafs in marching againft them, 
pretended to be in a ftate of profound tranquility, and ready 
to join the Romans againft their rebellious countrymen. 

Varus upon the firft news of the revolt, marched with 
three legions, a confiderable body of horfe, and fix cohorts, 
to reduce the rebels, attended by Arminius and his father 
Sigimer, as guides, who led him into a thick foreft, fur- 
rounded on all fides with fteep hills, and marihy grounds. 
'There, while the legionaries were employed in cutting down 
trees to open themfelves a paflage through the foreft, and 
entirely off their guard, a great body of Germans unex¬ 
pectedly appeared, and, difeharging upon them a fhower 
of darts, killed a great number before they could rally, and 
put themfelves in a pofture of defence. They formed them¬ 
felves, at laft, in order of battle, as well as the ground 
would allow} but a heavy rain falling, which rendered 
their arms almoft ufelefs, and the Barbarians pouring upon 
them hourly in crowds, they attempted to retire to a neighf 
bouring valley. Finding all the avenues blocked up with 
numerous bodies of the enemy, they were forced to con¬ 
tinue ail that night, and the next day, expo fed to the darts 
and arrows of the Barbarians. 

In this extremity Varus, being dangeroufly wounded, 
put an end tb his life} and moft of the chief officers, fann¬ 
ing to outlive their general, or to be made prifoners by the 
Barbarians, followed his example. The greateft part of the 
cavalry cut their way through the enemy fword in hand, 
and made their efcape; with them Vala Numonius, one of 
Varus’s lieutenants, abandoning the foot, which he com¬ 
manded, arrived fafe at the Rhine, where he foon after pe- 
rifhed as a deferter, but of what kind of death our author 
has not thought fit to acquaint us. Cefonius, another of 
-Varus’s lieutenants, after the retreat of the cavalry, the 
death of Varus, and moft of the other officers, was for 
furrendering at diferetion. This motion colt him his life} 
for he was immediately tried as a coward by the furviving 
officers, fentcnced to death, and executed. A very fmatl 
number of the legionaries, and fcarce any officers., being 
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left alive, the enemy fell upon the baggage. In the mean 
time the Roman trumpets founding, probably to call thofe 
together who were difpqrfed in the foreft, the Barbarians 
imagined that Afprenas, who was quartered at a fmall dif- 
tance from that neighbourhood, was come to the afliftance 
of his countrymen ; and therefore they retired in the night, 
and gave the few legionaries, who outlived that fatal day, 
an opportunity of faving themfelves by flight. Thus were Mofloftht 
three complete legions, and fix cohorts, almoft entirely cut 1 ‘g‘marut 
off; the greateft overthrow, if Velleius is to be credited, **Ued. 
the Romans had received ever fince the defeat of Craffus by 
the Parthians'. 

The legions that perifhed on this occafion were the bell Yr. of Ff. 
of the whole empire for valour, difciplipe, and experience ; ** 5 8 - 

fo that the news of this lofs threw the city into the utmoft y' ,0 ' 
confternation. Auguftus, upon the firft advice of lb dread- ‘ 7i * 
ful and unexpected an overthrow, tore his garment, and, in rhe concent 
a phrenzy, beat his head againft the wall, crying out, “ Re* of Augnf- 
ftore the legions, Varus!” This ejaculation he repeated ,uu 
ocwfionally in the tranfports of his grief for feveral months, 
letting his hair and beard grow, and abandoning himfelf en¬ 
tirely to grief and forrow : however, he did not forget to 
provide, with all pofiible care, for the fafety of Rome and 
Italy ; he placed guards in all quarters of the city, to pre¬ 
vent tumults and difturbances; he raifed new levies, oblig¬ 
ing all the Roman youth, who were able to bear arms, to 
lift themfelves, confifcating the eftates of fuch as refufed to 
give in their names, and even threatening the moft refrac¬ 
tory with death : Auguftus vowed the great games to Ju¬ 
piter, a ftep which had been formerly taken in the wars 
with the Marfi and Cimbri ; and never forgot this fatal day, 
but obferved it for the remaining part of his life as a day of 
mourning. 

As the emperor aferibed this fatal overthrow to the anger 
of the gods, and gave credit to feveral pretended pro¬ 
digies (D), his fears were not quite removed till the enfu- 

1 Bio, p. 582—*585. Vel. Paterc, lib.ii.cap. 1x7, Tacit. Annal. 
lib. i. cap. 62. 

(D) The temple of Mars was wards that country, changed its 
ftruck with lightning: a fwarm pofture, and turned ks face ro¬ 
of gralhoppers appeared near the wards Italy. Thefe pretended 
city, and were difperied by the prodigies gave the old emperor 
fwallows : great rocks fell from great uneaiinefs, which was not 
the top of the Alps, and fire was removed till the next year, 
fcen to iflue out of the ground when Tiberius entered <Ger- 
m various places: a ftatue of many at the head of a numerous 
Vlcftarv. on the confines of Ger- armv. 
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ing year, when Tiberius, after the eledtion of the new COn* 
fuls, P. Cornelius Dolabella and C. Junius Silanus, leaving 
Rome, paired the Alps, and, entering Germany, obliged 
the rebels, though elated with their late fuccefs, to retire 
from the neighbourhood of the Rhine, and lay afide all 
thoughts of railing difturbances in Gaul. In the latter end 
of the year he celebrated the birth-day of Auguftus in his 
camp with public games, and then retired to Rome 

This year the poet Ovid wak banifhed to Tomos (E), on 
fome account which we cannot explain ; probably for im¬ 
pudent intrufion into the privacies of Auguftus, as he him¬ 
felf hints in his Triftia". The pretence Auguftus made 
ufe of for banifhing him, was, the lafcivious books he had 
written of the Art of Love; whence Sidonius Apollinaris, 
and others, afcribe his difgrace to the lewdnefs of his mufe, 
as he does himfelf, in feveral places of his works, out of 
complaifance to Auguftus, and to prevent any farther in¬ 
quiries. It is very certain, that he was in high favour with 
Auguftus long after be had publilhed his books of love ; for 
which we cannot believe that the emperor would haverin- 
flidted fo fevere a punifhment, after himfelf had written 
verfes of that nature, fome of which have reached our 
times, and are more fcandalous than any we read in 
Ovid- Whatever was the true caufe of his difgrace and 
banifhment, he was confined to an inhofpitable climate, 
and there lived to the hour of his death, without ever be¬ 
ing able to prevail upon the emperor, either by his friends, 
or his affedling letters, ttT'mitigate the rigour of the firft 
fentence, by removing him to a more friendly climate. 

Next year, M. aEmilius Lepidus and T. Statilius Taurus 
being confuls, Auguftus publilhed an edidt, forbidding all 
augurs, aftrologers, and fortune-tellers, to utter, either in 
private or in public, predictions concerning the death of any 
perfon whatever; not that he was under any apprehen- 
fion himfelf, fays our hiftorian, for he had caufed his nati¬ 
vity to be calculated, and publicly expofed, but on account 
of the difturbances which thofe impoftors had occafioned 
in fome noble families. He likewife revived the edidt for- 

®> Dio, ibid. p. $ 16 , * Ovid. Trift. lib. ii.,ad Auguft. 

(E) Tomos, Tomi, or To- mis, Temefwaer; according to 
mis, flood on the Euxine fea, Giofanius, Know or Kiovia; 
and was the metropolis of Low- there being, in the neighbour - 
er Moefia. The ancient city of hood of this laft city, a lake 
Ti %>s is at prefenr, according called by the inhabitants Ovi- 
to Niger, called Conftantia; duue-jezero, that is, Ovid’s 
according to Coelius Calcagni- Jake. 

kidding 
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bidding any of the equeftrian order to fight in the arena ; 
threatening fuch as fhould dare to tranfgrefs it with in¬ 
famy, the confifcation of their eftates, and even death. He 
extended his care to the'diftant provinces, ordering that no 
public honours ihould be beftowed on the governors font 
thither, during the time of their adminiftration, nor within 
fixty days after their departure. The haughty and impe¬ 
rious behaviour of fome proconfuls and proprietors gave rife 
to this.edict; the emperor judging, that extraordinary ho¬ 
nours infpired them with pride, and made them look upon 
thofe over whom they were placed with an eye of contempt. 

As there were this year fixteen perfons of diftindtion who 
flood for the prtetorfliip, Auguflus, unwilling to difguft any 
of the candidates, named them all to that dignity; but next 
year reduced their number again to twelve. He raifed 
Drufus, the fon of Tiberius, by his firft wife Vipfania 
Agrippina, to the quseltorfliip, though he had not yet attain¬ 
ed the age required for the difeharge of that employment; 
and named Germanicus conful for the enfuing year®. He 
afterwards feat both Tiberius and Germanicus into Ger- Tiberiut 
many, at the head of two very numerous armies; but, and 
during the whole campaign, they did nothing which hifto- ™ amai < 
rians have thought worth recording; they paffed the fum- German 
mer on or near the banks of the Rhine, contenting them- J> ‘ 
felves with keeping the Germans at a diftance, and pre¬ 
venting them from invading Gaul. About the middle,of 
the autumn they repafled the Alps, and returned to the 
capital, without having even attempted the reduction of 
the provinces which had fliaken off the yoke, and brought 
fo dreadful a calamity upon Rome. Upon their return, Tiberius 
Auguflus honoured Tiberius with a triumph, which had triumphs, 
been refufed, when he had a better claim to it p. 

Auguflus, not being able, on account of his great age, Yr. of FI. 
to bear the whole burden of public affairs, named Tiberius sl6 °- 
for his colleague in the fovereign power; inverting him P' ]*• 
with a much more ample and extenfive authority than he ‘ 7 
had ever granted to his fon-in-law and faithful minifter i sa jociatU 
Agiippa. The decree, which the confcript fathers paffed with Au- 
in favour of Tiberius, was couched in the following terms: g u fi“ s •* 

“ At the requeft of the people of Rome, we grant to Caius , ( e /°Z e ‘ 
Julius Csefar Tiberius the fame authority over the pro- “ 
vinces, and all the armies of the Roman ftate, which Au- 
guftus has held, which he ftill retains, and which we pray 
the gods he may long enjoy t. n This decree, which put 

• Dio, ibid, p. 586. P Dio, p. 586. « Veil. Patercub Hb. ii. 

C *P. >21. 

Tiberius 
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Tiberias Upon a level with Auguftus, was propofed, ac¬ 
cording to Suetonius', by the confuls, no doubt, at the re- 

? ueft, or rather by the command, of Auguftus. Next year, 
iermanicus Ctefar and Fonteius Capito being confuls, Au- 
iibtlt guftus, by a fpeclal edift, declared the authors of all lam- 

irtughi poons, and fatirical writings, attacking or blackening the 

amkrthi reputation of any perfon whatever, guilty of high treafon, 
*I m *' and punilhable with death. In the times of the republic, 
actions indeed were punifhed, fays Tacitus, but words 
were free Auguftus was the firft who brought libels under 
the penalties of the law of majefty, or of treafon. 

Towards the end of this year, Auguftus wrote two let¬ 
ters, dne to the fenate, recommending Germanicus to the 
confcript fathers, and another to Tiberius, recommending the 
fenate to his refpedl and attention. In his letter to the fe¬ 
nate, he begged the fathers not to be at the trouble of wait¬ 
ing upon him, according to their cuftom, at his houfe; 
adding, that he hoped they would difpenfe with him for 
not attending in the fenate-houfe as formerly, fuch an 
attendance being-very inconvenient to him on account of 
his age : he defired, they would appoint him twenty coun- 
fellors out of their body, with whom he might advife in 
matters of importance relating to the ftate. The fenate 
readily granted his requeft, and decreed, that whatever he 
Ihould refolve upon with the twenty fenators afligned him, 
the confuls for the year, the confuls cleft, and his adopted 
fon and nephew, fhould have the fame fprce as if voted and 
palled in the fenate*. In the following year, when C. 
rtnews his ,Silius and L. Munacius Plancus were confuls, the fourth 
Urm °^h‘ n term ^ ,s ten y ears being near ended, he accepted, with 
jtfhtim*. f eem ‘ n g relu&ance, of the government of the republic for 
ten years longer; and, at the fame time, renewed the tri- 
bunitial power in favour of Tiberius, for the fame term'. 
He impowered Drufus, the fon of Tiberius, to ftand for the 
confulate after two years, though he had not yet,difcharg- 
ed the office of praetor; but, as both he and Germanicus 
had places in the fenate, and it was natural to fuppofe, that 
their fentiments were thofc of Auguftus, which none of 
the confcript fathers would venture to contradift, he order¬ 
ed them not to vote, or declare their opinion, in fuch 
matters As were debated by the confcript fathers. Auguftus, 
having thus fettled matters at home, and made his will, 
which he delivered to the Veftal virgins, refolved once 
more to attempt the reduction of Germany. 

* Suet. in Tiber. Sc Tacit Anna), lib. i. cap. j. * Dio, ibid- 
p. j8*. * Idem, ibid. 

With 
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■With this view, he raifed two numerous armies, one to 
be commanded by Tiberius, and the other by Germanictis. 

The latter was ordered to march this year into Gaul, and Send! 0 & 
from thence to invade the countries, which, at the inftiga- manicus 
tion of Arminius, had withdrawn their obedient^ from int ° Gw ‘* 
Rome. Tiberius was appointed to lead his army into Illy- mtnj ‘ 
ricum, and penetrate on that fide into the kingdom of Ma* 
roboduus, which the Romans had not yet fubdued. Au- 
guftus, however, kept him at Rome all this, and part of 
the following year, when Sextus Pompeius, and Sextus 
Apuleius were raifed to the confulate : the former was 
grandfon to the famous Sextus Pompeius, whofe war with 
Auguftus we have related: his colleague Apuleius was one of 
the emperor's chief favourites, and is faid to have prevailed 
upon him to change the fentence of death, which he firft 
pronounced againft Ovid, into that of perpetual baniih- 
ment. During their adminiftration, Auguftus, taking Ti¬ 
berius for his colleague in the cenforihip, made a third A third 
cenfus, by which it appeared, that the number of the Ro- «*/«n 
man* people amounted to four million one hundred and 
thirty-feven thoufand, counting women and children aS 
well as men u . While the ceremony Was performing in 
the field of Mars, an eagle was obferved to fly feveral times Pndigitt 
round Auguftus, and then alight on a neighbouring temple t re / d i> n S 
over the firft letter of Agrippa’s name. This incident was hu 
looked upon not only by the multitude, but by Auguftus 
himfelf, as an omen of his approaching end. He there¬ 
fore ordered his colleague Tiberiusio make the vows which 
were ufual at the time of the cenfus, for the fafety of the 
Roman ftate, and the profperity of the citizens; faying, 
that he would not make vows .which he fhouid not live to 
perform »(F). 


“ Suet. lib. ii. cap. 57. Gruter. Infcripr* p. *30. * Suet. ibid. 


.(F) He was confirmed in this 
opinion by feveral other prodi¬ 
gies : the firft letter of his 
name, in an ittfciiption on the 
pedeftal of one of his ftatues, 
was ftruck off with lightning; 
add the foothfayers, who were 
eonfulted on that occafion, de¬ 
clared, that he had only an 
hundred days to live, the fetter 
Handing for that number 
wuiong the Latins: they added, 
wat after his death he would be 

Vot.-XII. 1 


ranked among the gods; the 
word afar , which was the re- 
maining.part of his name, fig* 
nifying a god in the Hetrufcan 
language. To thefe two omens 
Dio adds a third, which, in his 
opinion, plainly prelaged his 
imminent death. It had been 
cuftomary, ever fince the death 
of Julius Csefar, to place hr* 
chair, with a crown upon it, at 
the public (ports, in this chair 
Auguftus uied to fit, when' he 
* aflifttd 



fi fins 


to 

's% 


aha ill 
ii rt~ 

«• 


& J»S% VP* -hme % Tiberius to leave Rome, sod fet 
•°®f Wllfdim Aqguftus, to the great furprize. of tbs 
vyhole cityj declared hi$intention of .accompanying him a* 
ftr as Renef&ntoni, and pnrfoing Jus journey from thence 
to Nafcain Campania, Jn order to afljft at the folemn 
fperta which were to he exhibited on his approaching birth- 
dsy; As he found bis fijength decaying space, he promifed 
himfclf no final! benefit from the whpicfotne air of Cam- 
panu» specially of Naples, whithermany Romans ufed to 
refort for the recovery of their health} and this was the 
true motive of his fudden and unexpe&ed refolution. He 
performed die .journey with, uncommon chearfulnefs and 
alacrity, attended by his beloved Livia. At Reneventum 
he parted with Tiberius, and purfued his journey to Naples, 
where hp wa». received with all poffihie demonttrations of 
jpy. After be had fpent iojne time at Naples very agree- 
abljr, and aflifted at the public fports, be was feized with a 
diarrhoea, 4 darmerous diftenvper m a perfon of his years. 
He therefore tofolved, before his ftrength foiled him, to 
11 to Rome j aod_ accordingly, leaving Naples, fet out 
TO* bfa capitalV-bnf his illnefa increafxng, notwithflajiding 
allthe xctnedics preferibed by the phyficians who attended 
him, he was ediged to ftop at Kola in Campania. 

Idvia, apprised that his end was near, dispatched meffen- 
gers repeatedly to Tiberius, acquainting him with the ftate 
of the emperor's health, and preffiug bun to’retum with all 
expedition. Tiberius, upon the receipt of his mother’s 
letters, immediately left IUyricom, and dew to Nola, where 
he found Angaftus alive* and received his laft inltruc- 
tions *. 

, The old emperor looked upon,death with great intrepi- 
***» He dilcoutfed very chearfully with his intimate 

* Veil. Patere. lib. ii. cap. iz8. 


affilledat thefliews; but It hap¬ 
pened to be empty while the 
-worts We*p exhibiting this year. 
to honour of Auguftus, a fool 
placed bimfeit is is, and, tak¬ 
ing op the crowoi put it . upon' 
has bead} aad hekee ii was * 
ooucluded, thto the fovtreign 
power, Sfstfei by the crown, 
M«wld . paA into tuber 
•WWjjh ; Itttfee mean rime. 


Auguft'us wrote a fliort account 
of trietchief aflions of his life, 
which he caufed to be engraved 
on brats, and placed over bis 
tomb (a). Great part of this 
valuable monument has been 
tranfmitted to us intbeMarmor 
Aneyranum, and k to be feen 
lhrile iirfcriptkws of the learned 
Gruber (3)* . 
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fli^fi’A v5ng tbem man f wife M>dWfii! inftruflionsre- 
if rhVnnhr man I ag r mel J t . ° f tbeir P rivat e affairs, and tbofe 
J u j P 5 akln ? ° f his ° wn adlions, he told 
l h ^L^ at „ J he h ? d found Rome of brick, but left it of 
fo 8 m£b thh, . e *P rt ®o«b-%« f>Io Caffius, not 

*° thc be “2 and ftatelinefs of the buildings, as 
to the majeftjr, grandeur, and firmnefs of the empire. In 

hU hJ , m l ntS h J C A alr f d for * mirror; and, having caufed 

fmnntberl be ad - Juft ® rl ' and his wrinkled cheeks to be 
ftnoothed, as was cuftomary among {he ftage-plavers he 
afked his friends with a languifhing voice, " Whether be 
had aftedhis part well?” they anfwering in the affirma¬ 
tive, < D'^nifs me, then, with a plaudit (faid he), fori 
JTW ?? the ftage” Finally, fixing his eyes onLivia, 
who held him in her arms, he defired her to “ remember 
their marriage, and the ties which had kept their hearts fo 
long united; and then quietly expired r. “ 1 

lhus died the celebrated Auguftu&on the nineteenth of 

r h i, C u T". Ch W ' aS fo ha med ffom him, the fame 
tX? " h, ; h he had entercd “pon his firft confulihip. He 
had lived feventy-five years, ten months, and twenty-fix 
days; and reigned, from his firft confulfhip, fifty.fix years, 
but, from the battle of Aftium, only forty-three Sk 
was fufpeaed of having haliened the emperor’s death, fear- 
hi g I ?!. ght reconciled, on his return to Rome, with 

gn f P t-?° ftkumus ’ whom hc had privately 
vffited fome months before, in the ifland of Planafia. He 

m ade this little excurfion attended by Fabius Maximus alone. 

°l L t iz > Tiberius, or any other of his 
f r lV a 'r, hfu -r n< lL rufty fev0 » n res. Fabius difolofed the L 
a ? dfhe t0 Tiria; and thence the 
peror knew, that the fecrtt was betrayed ; a circum- 

?ame C ta w -t fI0V0 ^ eA againft Fabius > that when he 
up™ hirn the next morning, he bade him 

v^ ri y e areWe i L Fabius did not long futvive his dif- 
grace , but foon after deftroyed himfelf *. The fufpicion, 
Ww, th« Low haftened the death of Auguftus with 
poiloned figs, feems to be mere*calumny. 

to -n° dy ° f ». tbe de “ afed emperor was borne from No!a 
S t ?’ T ,he ."figbbourboJof Rome, on the (boulders 
«t the chief magiftrates of the colonies of the municipal 
to n f°. n , the rQad - AtBovill* it was reeeivetfby theRo- 
man taughts a „d by them conveyed to Rome, and espefed 
the porch of the imperial palace on Mount Palatine. 
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Tiberiuis, !n virtue of' the tribunitial power with which he 
was inverted, appointed the fenate to meet next day; but 
would fuffer no other bufinefs to be tranfa&ed, than what 
related to the funeral of his deceafed father. In the firft 
place, his laft will was brought in by the Veftal virgins, and 
read aloud by Polybius, one of Auguftus’s freedmen. It 
ttii will, began thus: “ Since the gods have been pleafed to deprive 
roe of my grandchildren Caius and Lucius, I declare Ti¬ 
berius my heir,” &c. By the fame will Tiberius and Livia 
were appointed his firft heirs, his grandchildren, and their 
children, his fecond, and the great men of Rome his third 
heirs: Livia was adopted into the Julian family, and ho- 
emlltgp- noured with the title of Augufta. To the Roman people 
***'’ he left, as a legacy, four hundred thoufand great fefterces; 

to the populace thirty-five thoufand ; to every common fol- 
dier of the prsetorian guards a thoufand fmall fefterces ; and 
to every foldier of the Roman legions three hundred (H). 

, His laft will being read, Drufus produced to the con- 
iwtot ' 1 fcript fathers four fmal J books, written by the deceafed em- 
P eror > £ be firft of which contained regulations relating to 
the ceremony of bis obfequies ; the fecond was a journal 
of the mod memorable a&ions of his life, which, by his 
laft will, he ordered to be engraved on the pillars of brafs, 
} which fupported the frontifpiece of his. (lately maufoleum. 

Great part of this journal has been preferved in an ancient 
marble, found about an hundred and fifty years fince in the 
city of Ancyra *. The third book contained a fummary of 
the ftrength and income of the empire, the number of the 
Romans and auxiliaries in pay, the condition of the navy, 
of the feveral kingdoms paying tribute, and of the various 
provinces and their revenues, with the ftate of the treafury, 
the cxpences of the empire, and the demands upon the 
public. This regifter was all written with Auguftus’s own 
hand. The fourth book' was a collection of inftruCtions for 
the ufe of Tiberius, and the other governors and magiftrates 
of the republic. Whom he advifed to abandon all thoughts 
of extending the limits of the empire by new conquefts b . 

* VideGruter.Infcript. p. t J0 . b Suet, in Tiber. 


.■ (H) From feveral expreffions 
in private letters of Auguftjjs, 
quoted by Suetonius, it plainly 
appear?, that Auguftus had a 
real value and fincere affedtion 
for Tiberius j that he looked 
upon him as the only perfon 
capable of fupporting with dig¬ 


nity the title of emperor; and 
confequently, that he did not 
admit him out of oomplaifance 
to Livia, npr a fecret ambition 
of enhancing his own reputation 
with poftenty, by giving the 
Romani an emperor of fuch » 
bad chaxadler. 

The 











































nyiory. 

confidered, when Afinius 
' Aould pafe through the tri- 

utephal gate j;* LuciusAfruntius propofed, that the titles of 
^ all the htws he had made, and the names of all the nations 
he ha d conquered, foottfat beWrrfed before the corpfe. Some 
:t#ei:e ; fcf opinion; that, on this day of his funeral, all the ma- 
giScatesand knights {hould, in token of their grief, wear 
.iron,- inftead of thcir^gpld-rings; and that, to eternize his 
, b«femory, not only tfa&ra&h Sextiiis, but the whole time he 
»*d lived, (hould behrljisname, and be ftyled feculum Au- 
; ifUftum, that is, the age of Augujius. Valerius Meflhla, de- 
ipamng frpr^ the'matcerjtt queftion, added, that the oath 
of allegiance to 3Pibcrius {hould be renewed every year* 
T ibeniis, fnrprflsd at this oitttoeaed propofal, aflted him, 
whether he had made thatS'nibtion at his inftigation ? “ I 
fpoke it (anfwered Meflal* With a new turn of flattery) as 
my «wnopinion; nor will Iejua be controled by any man 
in tfifngs which concern the wtffifare of the public, let who 
will be provoked at my freedom V’ The fenators at length 
-agreed to carry the body of thedeceafed emperor to the fu- 
neralnde on-their (boulders: but this ceremony Tiberius 
would not firffer Y hr e ven commanded the people to re- 
ftrais their zeSl, aftd not fo inTift upon having his body 
burnt, as Julius Cssfar’s hadbeen, rather in the forum than 
m the field of Marsjtyhich was the place appointed. How¬ 
ever, his funeral was performed with the greateft pomp and 
magnificenefe'thaf Sid ever been feen in Rome: Drufus 
read .from the.raftt*aihort elogium of thedeceafed empe¬ 
ror; ^nd Tiberius pronounced His funeral oration in the fo¬ 
rum, nwhich was received with the applaufe it deferved, as 
a mafterly ooiagofition d . When fire was fet to his pile, 
an eagle was let loofie frrupvthe top, to carry his foul to 
heaven. Li via, and with herfme of the chief men among 
the knights, Cotitin^||%r.i^days together in the held of 
Mars, -cpliedfesg wjt^a&etjhd-;fhe bones which the flames 
had lpared.: laviastaitWed in an urn of gold, which 

lhednpofited maufoleum, which Auguf- 

tus had long^kiSjrft''^^^i^grove between the Tiber and 
the decreed, that men (hould 

mo^.;for. ,; jhitfi 'S^iftoni, that is, about three 

probably from refpect 

*?. A* 1 ****.;; ^«£ vws«: a**; 

i» divine worfliip was de- 

MfcvSiPfajti^pldana jffieftss the houfe m which 
»? was born, th^t^t^^hich he died, and mod: of the houfes 

* Taclt^ a-,. i Dio, lib. In. p. 598. - 


atj 

Opinions of 
the fenators 
relating to 
his funeral 
honours. 


His body 
burnt in tha 
Campus 
Martins. 


Divine ho¬ 
nours de¬ 
creed him. 



*14 


His cha- 
'e&er. 


The Rmm EB/loty. 

in which he had-lived, were changed into fan£tuaries. £i- 
vi<t, now Julia Augufla, a (Turned the office of chief pricftefs 
of the new deity, and made a prefent of ten thoufand great 
fefterces to a fenator, named Numerius Atticus, who fo- 
lemnly declared, upon oath, that he had feen the foui of 
Auguftus afcend to heaven. This fable, which was a copy 
of that which Julius Proculua had many ages before pub- 
liffied concerning Romulus, was foon fpread abroad, and 
credited in all the provinces fubje& to Rome; temples 
were every where erected in honour of the deified A uguftus, 
and a new order of priefts was inftituted. Tiberius confe- 
crated a fan&uary to his deceafed father in his own palace, 
and chofe twenty-one priefts from among the fenators, 
naming himfelf, his fon Drufus, and his nephew Germani- 
cus, among the firft e . 

It is generally agreed that Auguftus was no great hero in 
the field of battle; but he undoubtedly poflefied a fpecies 
of courage much more uncommon and important, than a 
contempt of perfonal danger, in which the greateft warrior 
is often equalled by the meaneft foldier in his army. As for 
the charge of cruelty which hath been fo fcverely urged 
againll the chara&erof Auguftus,it is a juft reproach equal¬ 
ly applicable to all his contemporaries, with this difference, 
that none of them lived to manifeft a change of difpofition; 
whereas, after he had eftablifhed his authority and fafety 
on a folid foundation, be exhibited numberfcfs proofs of 
Clemency and good-nature. If we confider him as a fove- 
reign, it muft be owned that no prince ever underftood the 
art of reigning better than he, nor ever made a better ufe 
of thefe talents. Dio Caffius juftly obferves, that Auguftus 
would have been defervedly eueemed one of the beft princes 
that ever fwayed a fccptre, had he hot ufurpcd, but received 
the fovereign power lawfully conveyed to him from his 
anceftors: but whether the wife laws he pubfiflied, and the 
mildnefs with which he governed, after his fovereignty 
was thoroughly eftablilhed, fufficiently atoned for hisufurp- 
ation, is what we fubmit to the judgment of our readers (H). 

The 


* Dio, p. 598—600. Tacit, lib. i. cap. jr, 15,18. 


(H) As we have not attempt¬ 
ed to excufe his vices, it is but 
juflice to acknowlege his good 
qualities j and the reader has a 
right to he made acquainted 
wuh fome remarkable particu¬ 
lars ol his life and coftvcrfation, 


which do not fall within the 
province of general hHlory. 

It> the firft pkee, when his 
authority was onee thoroughly 
eftahlifted^he madeit his whole 
ftudv to redrefs the public griev¬ 
ances.^ to fupprd». the diforders 

which 
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WM?** Wftdnft he caufed to b« 
difpatched 
hfe#\ag*tet€re»*nd inunda- 
?*«•; ^ whipl 1 « wat fabjeft, 
ae oirided it into fowieea. re- 
giofts or warda, appointed' ape- 
enhar mBgMhBe for eastward, 
ana cottnatring die care of each 
ftieet w feme citizen of dif- 











*1# The Romm M^ary, 

difpatehedby amilitary tribune, in whofe cuftody he was at^ 
that time, before he fuffered Auguftus’s death to be made 

public. 

. hoped for was apparently greater him, he carefully avoided aU 
than the lofs feared; “ for outward appearance of gran- 
thofe who hazard much (faid dear. He never went to the 
he) to gain but little, are like fenate without faluting all; the 
men who filh with hooks of fenators,' in the order they fat, 
gold, the lofs of which will each of them by his own name; 
hardly be repaired by what they and, at his departure, took his 
catchHe ufed to obferve, that leave of them in 'the fame man- 
raflinefs and precipitancy were ner. He affifted in perfon at 
the greateft faults in a general; all public and private feafls and 
whence he had this faying fre- entertainments, rill he began 
quently in his mouth, “ Feftina to be in years, and could no 
lente,” which is much the fame longer bear the inconveniences 
in fenfe with our.common pro- of a croud. He had fo great 
verb, “ No more hade than an averfion to the title of domi- 
g*od fpecd.” nus, or lord, that he looked 

He was no lefs careful in ad- upon it as a reproach ; and even 
miniftering juftice, than fevere publilhed an edi<ft, forbidding 
in exacting military difeipline; any one, his own children ana 
for he not only appointed fucli grandchildren not excepted, to 
judges as were men of known give him that title. In the af- 
integrity, but was himfelf very femblies held for the ele&ion of 
affiduous in hearingcaufes, often magiftrates, he gave his vote in 
fitting up with great patience his own tribe, as if he had been 
the greateft part of the night: one of the people; and, in the 
whenhe was, by any indifpofi- courts of judicature, he not 
tion, confined to his palace, he only fuffered himfelf to be in- 
ufed then to hear caufes in his terrogated, but allowed the 
own room, lying on a couch, judges and advocates of the ad- 
thinking the adminiftfation of verie party to objedf againft his 
juflice the chief and indifpenf- depofition. - How great and 
able duty of a prince. Not- powerful fbever his favourites 
withftanaing his afiiduity in were in Rome, he would not 
bearing caufes, and continual allow them any exemption from 
application, he was at all hours the judiciary laws, nor even re- 
ready to give audience even to commend them to the judges, 
the roeaneft of the people, to Of all the criminals and aCc ufed 
bear their complaints, and re- perfons, in his time, he faved 
ceive their petitions ; and be- but one, by whofe means he 
caufe one prefented him his re- had difeovered a confpiracy 
queft fomewhat timoroufly, he formed againft him; and him 
picafatitly rebuked him, faying, heprefervedby prevailing upon 
t* That he had delivered his his accufer to withdraw his ac- 
petition to him as if he had been cufation, ■■ The ancients give 
prefenting fomething to an ele. us feveral inHances of his ele¬ 
phant.” - T«o encourage perfons mency,even after his authority 
gf aii ranks to recur freely to wa* thoroughly cftablilbed. Ju* 



public. Tiberius avoided m entiotungriiis tranfa&ion in tie 
fenate; in hopes the world fhould bare believed that it 


nius Novatua publiihed a letter 
full of bitter inveSives again# 
him in the name ofyoung Agrip- 
pa, for which offence Auguftus 
onlyi laid a fmall fine upon him. 
Caffius Patavinus having declar¬ 
ed boldly, at a public enter¬ 
tainment, that he neither want¬ 
ed will nor courage to rid Rome 
of her new monarch ; Auguftus 
contented himfelf with ordering 
him to depart Rome. jEmi- 
lius jElianus being accufed, a- 
mong other things, of fpeaking 
of hxm with great contempt, 
the emperor, turning to the in¬ 
former, and pretending to be 
in % great rage, “ I wife, with 
all my heart, you could prove 
it (faid he) : if you did, I 
would make Ailianus know, that 
I have a tongue as well as he, 
and can fay twice as much of 
him.” He refented it no far¬ 
ther. Tiberius, likewife, com¬ 
plaining in a letter to him of 
the infolcnce of ABlianus, he 
returned him this anfwer: “ Do 
not, my dear Tiberius, indulge 
too much in this cafe your paf- 
fion: let us defpife words, and 
think ourfelves happy if they 
can do us no greater harm.” 

As for his liberality it knew 
no bounds; he conftantly fup- 
plied with corn above a hun¬ 
dred thouiand families,. He 
frequently prefented the people 
with large fuma, giving them 
fometimestwo, fometimes three, 
and fometimes four hundred 
fefterces a head, not excluding* 
sven the children. He was 
dways ready to lend, without 
ntereft, any fum to fuch per- 
ons as' Were able to fecure him 
us principal, .When he pub- 


was 

lilhed the law, excluding from 
the fenate fuch as were not 
worth twelve hundred thoufand 
fefterces, from companion for 
many noble families, be made 
up that fum with his own mo¬ 
ney. Hp exhibited, at an im- 
menfe charge, twenty-four 
iltews in his own name, and 
twenty-three for other magif- 
trates, who were either abfenr, 
or not able to bear the expence. 
Thus far of Auguftus as a pub¬ 
lic magiftrate: as to his domef- 
tic ana private life, Suetonius 
reprefents him as a tender and 
careful parent, a conftant friend, 
and both a fevere and gentle 
mafter. He educated bis daugh¬ 
ter and her children with the 
utmoft care, not allowing any 
but perfons of uublemiflied cha¬ 
racters to have accels to them. 
His friendfhip, when once ac¬ 
quired, was firm and conftant: 
he not only rewarded his friends* 
fervices, but patiently bore 
with their faults. His favour¬ 
ites fiourilhed in honour and 
riches to the end of their lives. 
As to his domeftics, he con¬ 
ferred honourable employments, 
and heaped riches upon fuch of 
them as behaved well; butPro- 
culu^, a freedman, and one of 
his chief favourites, he caufed 
to be put to death for carrying 
on intrigues with married wo¬ 
men. Thallus, another freed¬ 
man, and his amanuenfts, hav¬ 
ing betrayed feme fecrets for 
five, hundred denarii, had his 
legs broken by his order. Se- 
veralof his grandfon Caius’s at¬ 
tendants he commanded to be 
thrown headlong into ja river, 
and drowned, for levying mo-, 
ney 



;&tmm Hfjflay* 

«u done bf &< command of Aoguftws, to if hrhad traof/ 
mittedorders to the tribune wbo guarded the youth, to dif- 


«ey in their m after’s province 
without his knowlege. Hechofe 
rather to turn into mirth the 
timoroufnefs of Diomedes, an¬ 
other of his freedmen, than to 
impute it to any malicious de- 
fign, when, walking with hinv 
alone, a wild boar coming fud- 
denly upon them, Diomedes, 
to fecure himfelf, made bold to 
thruft his mafter to the boar. 

He applied himfelf from his 
youth to the ftudy of eloquence, 
and other liberal arts. During 
the war of Modena, be is faid 
to have nailed no day, in the 
midft of his moft important 
affairs, without reading, writ¬ 
ing, and declaiming. He wrote 
feveral books upon different fub- 
jefls; to wit, An anfwer to 
Brutus’s Cato ; Exhortations to 
the Study of Philofophy; the 
Hiftory of his Life to the Can¬ 
tabrian War, in thirteen books ; 
an epic poem, intituled Sicilia ; 
and a book of Epigrams, which 
he compofed for the moft- part 
in his baths: be began a tra¬ 
gedy in a lofty ftyle, out finding 
he could not proceed, he ex¬ 
punged what he had written 
and being a&ed by his friends 
what was become of Ajax, who 
was the fobjedt of the perform¬ 
ance,/he anfwered, “Ajax 
has difoatched himfelf with a 
fponge.” Though he was well 
acquainted with the Greek 
tongue, yet he neither fpoke it 
readily, nor ever ventured to 
com pole any thing in it; when 
he was obliged to ufe that lan¬ 
guage, he nrft wrote down bis 
thoughts in Latin, and thin 

S ave them to another to rranf- 
ite into Greek. His geacro- 


patch 

fity to men of learning was un¬ 
limited-; hence fo many famous 
writers ftouriiSed in his rime, 
that the age of Auguftatf will 
ever be looked upon as the age 
of genius, elegance, and polite- 
new. 

The writers thatftouriihed in 
the reign of Anguftus arc fo 
well known, that it is almoft fu- 
perfluous to mention the names 
of Titus-Livius, Dionyfius of 
Halieamaifut, Strabo, Afinius 
Follio, Cornelius Gallus, Vir¬ 
gil, Horace, Ovid, Tibullus, 
and Propertius, who adorned 
this diftinguilhed period. We 
fhall only obierve, that Titus 
Livius, who was a native of 
Patavia, now Padua, wrote the 
Roman hiftory, from the foun¬ 
dation of the city to the death 
of Drufus, in one hundred and 
forty books, thirty-five of which 
only are extant, and eten thefo 
not fiicceffive; for the fecond 
decade is-wanting. 

PionyfinsHalicarnaifenfis, af¬ 
ter the eivibwar, came to Rome, 
where hewrote m Greek twenty 
hooks of the Roman antiqui¬ 
ties, of which we have only the 
firft eleven remaining; 

Strabo was a native of Ama¬ 
lia, a city of Cappadocia. He 
compofed divers works; but 
nothing remains except his geo¬ 
graphy, ft» feventeen books, 
written in Greek, and frill much 
kt efteetn. 

Afinius Pollio raifed himfelf 
from art otacore origin to the 
confular dignity. He was very 
familiar with Augolftjs, and a 
great friend of V irgil, _ Horace, 
and-other men of genius; He 
Wrote a ; Kftory in few«ee» 

hocks, 



Wch him «pon Ae fiiflf tritdHgeftce af his death. The 
better to fupport thwftorjr, when the tribune, according to 

the 


hooks, and fome tragedies; but 
none of his works have reached 
our times. 

Vie have, in the courfe of 
the niftory, given fome account 
of the life and death of Corne¬ 
lius Galius, who was a native 
of Fregus, of the equeftrian or¬ 
der, and an excellent poet; but 
none of his works arc extant. 

It-isi well known, that Vir¬ 
gil was a yeoman or farmer of 
Mantua; that Horace had ferved 
as a tribune in the army of 
Brutus ; that the great friend' 
and patron of both was the ce¬ 
lebrated Msecenas ;. and that 
Ovid was banitbed by Augus¬ 
tus to Pontus, from whence he 
never returned, though the real 
caufe of his exile is not known. 
As for the works of thofe three 
poets, they are in every body’s 
hands, and too well underflood 
to require any critique in this 
place. . 

Aulus Albius Tibullus, who 
was a Roman knight, will ever 
be admired for the elegance and 
tendernefs of his elegies, in 
which he has no equal. 

Sextus Aurelius Propertius 
was a native of Umbria, of 
equeftrian rank; hut his family 
being ruined in the war of Pe¬ 
rugia, betwixt O&avjanus and 
the brother of Antony, he re¬ 
paired to Rome, where, on ac¬ 
count of his talenj for epigram* 
and lyric poetry, he was much 
favoured by Msecenas, and lived 
in frieadfbip with Galius, Ovid, 
Tibullus, and other men of ge¬ 
nius. The firft book- of hi* 
elegies acquired the epithet of 
Monob&blos, Bonifying the only 
leei. HU elegies are very paf. 


fipnate, though not always de¬ 
cent. His language is pure, 
his wit terfe, and he has made 
a very happy ufe of fable in 
animating his verfes. 

In the midft of all his vir¬ 
tues, he was fhamefully lewd, 
and fcandalous in his amours 
with married women. He did 
nor eveti fpare the wife of his 
own favourite Maecenas, as has 
been already obferved. His own 
wife Irivia, out of policy, in¬ 
dulged his vicious inclinations 
fo far as to make it her bufmefs 
to bring him acquainted with 
fuch women as (he thought he 
might like: he employed many 
of his friends in the fame vile 
purpofe; which gave occalion 
to feveral lampoons and (harp 
fatires. He was likewife ac- 
cufed of unnatural hift, and 
avarice; but the firft is an im¬ 
probable imputation, thrown 
upon him by his bittereft ene¬ 
mies, unfuftained by any proof ; 
and the other charge is an ab- 
furd falfehood, contradifted by 
the whole tenor of bis life. 
Suetonius obferves, that the fur¬ 
niture of his houfe was not rich 
enough for a private perfon of 
any taite; and at the taking of 
Alexandria, of all the queen’s 
rich furniture, he referred for 
himfeif only a porcelain cup. 
He was addicted to gaming, and 
took great pleafure in playing at 
dice; but Suetonius tells us, 
that he played only for his di- 
verfion, and not out of a defire, 
of winning his friends’ money. 
He was naturally veiy fuper- 
ftitious, a'great obferver of 
dreams, and looked upon the 
flight or chattering of birds as 

™ H a ‘iti _ 



the Cttllom of the army, acquainted Tiberius, that his com-' 
mands were executed, he anfwered, that he had given no 
fuch commands; and that he fitould be anfwerable to the 
fenate for what he had done. This circumftance alarmed 
Grifpus Salluftius (I), who was privy to all the fecret coun- 
fels of Tiberius, and had fent the tribune the warrant: he 
knew it was equally dangerous to confefs the truth, find 
charge the emperor ; or to clear the emperor, and acqufe 
himfelf. In this perplexity he had recourfe to Livia, ad- 
vifing her, “ by no means to divulge the fecrets of the pa¬ 
lace, the counfels of the minifters, or the fervices of the 
foldiery; adding, that Tiberius fhould beware of weakening 
the fovereign authority, by referring all things to the fenate, 
the nature of abfolute power being fuch as could not be pre- 
ferved entire but in one perfon'.” Livia followed the ad¬ 
vice of Salluftius, and no farther mention was made of the 
murder of the young prince (K). 

* Tacit. Annal. lih.i. cap. 6. Dio, lib. Ivi. p. 590. 

infallible prefages. If, in the might have rifen to the greafeft 
morning, his flioes were given honours of the ftate; but, in 
him wrong, or the right-foot imitation of Maecenas, whom 
fhoe prefented to him for the he propofed to himfelf for his 
left, he counted it ominous: if pattern, he contented himfelf 
it rained when he was fetting with the title of a Roman 
out on a journey, he reckoned knight, though he had excelled 
it a fign of a fpeedy and happy in power many who had been 
return: he would never begin ^iftinguifhed with confulfhips 
a journey the day after the nun- and triumphs. In Maecenas's 
dinae, nor undertake any bufi- life-time he was next in favour 
neis of confequence Upon the with Auguftus, and, upon the 
nones: he was fo afraid of thim- death of that faithful counl'el- 
der and lightning, that he car- lor, he became the chief confi¬ 
ned a feal’s fkin always about dant, firil of Auguflus, and af- 
him ; imagining, as was then terwards of Tiberius, who re- 
cenerally believed, that it had pofed an entire confidence in 
Sane fecret virtue a gain if thun- him. He was extremely nice in 
der ; but neverthelefs, for his his drefs, expenfive in his man- 
greater fecurity, upon the leaft ner of living, and not inferior 
apprehenfion of an extraordi- in luxury and magnificence to 
nary ftorm, he ufed to feek for Mscenas himfelf; but could, 
fhelter in a vault or cellar un- upon any exigency, exert a vi- 
der-ground (1), gour equal to the greateft af- 

, (I) Crifpus Salluilius was lairs, which he concealed un¬ 
born of an etiueftrian family, der the appearance of indolence 
great-nephew by a filler to the and floth. 

Famous uiftorisn Caius Salluf- (K) Though the aflaffin, 
tius, and by him adopted. He charged with the execution of 

(i) Tacit. Annal. lih. L Dio, p,-6*o. Sutton. in Aug- 

this 



The Romm Hi/lory: 

As foon as th« death of Auguftus was known at Rome, 
the two confuls, Sextus Pompeius and Sextus Apuleius, 
took firil the oath of fidelity to Tiberius, and then admi- 
niftered it to the fenate, the people, and the foldiery ; for 
Tiberius affedted to derive all his authority from the con¬ 
fuls and fenate, as if the ancient republic ftill fubfifted, and 
helwerc yet in fufpenfe about accepting or reje&ing the fo- 
vefeign power: he even owned, in his edidt for fummon- 
ing tne fenate, that he iffued it in virtue of the tribunitial 
power granted him under Auguftus, and that he claimed 
no other authority, no other title, for having a fliare in the 
public adminiftration. Notwithftanding this pretended mo- 
defty, from the moment Auguftus expired, he afl'umed all 
the prerogatives of an abfolute prince, gave the word to the 
pmorian cohorts, placed guards about his perfon, went fo 
attended into the ftreets, and to the fenate, and wrote let¬ 
ters to the feveral armies in the undifguifed ftyle of one 
who was already mafter of the Roman empire. 

With the fenate he proceeded in a quite different man¬ 
ner : when the fathers offered him the government, he pre¬ 
tended to refufe it, though he had already fecured it to 
himfelf. He began to difcourfe of the greatnefs of the Ro¬ 
man empire, and, in modeft terms, of his own infufficiency; 
telling them, that the divine genius of Auguftus alone 
was equal to fo great a charge; that, as for himfelf, he knew 
by experience how many difficulties, contingencies, and 
dangers, are infeparably annexed to rule and fovereignty; 
and that, fince the city was fo happily replenifhed with 
great numbers of illuftrious patriots, they ought not to lay 
the whole burden of the adminiftration upon one perfon, 
but divide it among many. At this declaration, the fena- 
tors, who dreaded nothing fo much as to feem to underftand 
him, burft into tears, and, throwing themfelves at his feet, 
embraced his knees, begging him, in the moft fervile man¬ 
ner imaginable, not to abandon them, but to take upon 
him a charge, to which none but himfelf was equal. Then 
Tiberius pretending to yield to their importunity, “ I am 
(faid he) unequal to the weight of the whole government; 
but if you think fit to entruft me with any Angle part, what¬ 
ever it be, lam ready to undertake it.” Afimus Gallus (L) 

this cruel order, was a bold and him. In him ended the family 
refolute centurion, or tribune, of Auguftus. 
as Suetonius calls him, and (L) Afinius Gallus was the 
found young Agrippa unarmed, fon of the famous Afinius Pollio, 
and little apprehending fuch a the favourite of Auguftus, and 
deftiny, yet it was with the ut- great patron of learning, 
molt difficulty that he dispatched 1 
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tiling op, “ I HgJo kn#*r,, Cxfar, (ted he), what part of 
the government you defire for your ibare,” This onex- 
peSed demand ftartled Tiberius, who for a while flood 
mute; but, recovering himfelf, anfwered, that “ it ill be¬ 
came his modefty to choofe or reje& any particular branch 
of the adfflinifiration, when he defined to be excnfod from 
Srvtralft- the whole,” Gallus, perceiving him offended, as reafbly 
•atort in- replied, that he did not offer that quefiion, as if he defignecl 
_ il f~ to divide what was in itfelf indivifible, but to convincehim, 
\* ur,m by his own confeflion, that the commonwealth was baton# 
body, and confequently could not be governed but by the 
wifdom of one perfon: then, continuing his fpeech, he 
made a long defcant upon the great merits and accomplifh- 
ments of Tiberius ; of his many vi&ories and conquefts ; 
and of the civil employments he had long borne with great 
credit and reputation : but all this flattery did not calm the 
wrath of Tiberius, who had long hated Gallus for having 
married Vipfania Agrippina, the daughter of Agrippa, 
whom Tiberius had been obliged by Auguftus to divorce, to 
make room for bis daughter Julia. He fufpe&ed that Afi- 
nius Gallus, by this match, defigned to raife himfelf above 
the rank of a fubjeft; and therefore, upon this new pro¬ 
vocation, refolved to feize the firft opportunity of deliver¬ 
ing himfelf from his fears by the death of his fuppofed rival. 
Lucius Arruntius, Quintus Haterius, and Mamercus Scau- 
rus, likewife incurred^ on this occafion, the difpleafure of 
Tiberius; Arruntius, by a fpeech not much unlike that of 
Gallus; Hirtius, by aflung him, “Howlong', Crefar, will 
you fuffer the commonwealth to remain deftitute of a head ?” 
and Scaurus, for faying, by way of raillery, ** There is 
room to hope, that Tiberius will at length yield to the en¬ 
treaties an$l prayers of the fenate, fince he has not oppofed, 
as he might, jn virtue of his tribttnitial power, the motion 
of the confute in his behalf.” The ill-timed plea fare which 
thefe illuftrious citizens tookin (hewingthemfelves well ap- 
priicd of Tiberius’s real: intentions, con them dear; for he 
afterwards facrificed them, all, under various pretences, to 
&■. his jealoufy and fufpicions. 

fig *» MJ- Some other fenators (poke ftill more boldly; and yet We do 

gjpfrtf/*** not find, that Tiberius ever refented the liberty they had ta- 
W* m> - ken: they were not, in all likelihood, foconfiderable, either 
for their birth or talents, as to give him any umbrage. Of 
thefe one, no longer able fo bear the ambiguity of his an¬ 
swers, with which beheld the fenate in lufoenfe, who were 
nB the while at his feet, cries! out, “ LetTiberius either ac- 
cat of the empire, or declare in plain terms, that he re~ 
jeWSwit,” Anqtbes .Mdlyvaddremng bant “ Other men 

(faid 
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(faid he) perform flowly what theyrtadUy promife-j hot 
you promife flowlywbat you hare already performed hi 
this myfterious way of dealing with the feaate, he had two 
things in view; the fir ft was, to make thp world believe, 
that he had been by the commonwealth chofen and called 
to the empire; a circumftance which would have been more 
glorious for him, than to owe it to the intrigues of a wo- 
m4i or to the adoption of a fuperannuated prince: the ie- 
cond thing he had in view was, to difcovet the defigns and 
intentions of the great men, and thence be able to diftin- 
guilh his friends from his enemies *. At length, pietend- Tiktriiu 
ing to be overcome by the importunities of the fathers, and «t*« 
complaining of the heavy burden they laid upon him, he f^L* 
yielded by degrees to their requeft, and in the end accepted ' 
the government, but fo as to give them hopes, that he would 
one day refign it. “ I accept the empire, (faid he), and 
will hold it, till fuch time as you, confcript fathers, in 
your great prudence, fliall think lit to give repofe to my old 
age.” Thus was Tiberius Claudius Drufus Nero (M), in 
• the 


f Tacit. Anna!. lib. i. cap. 11, it. Suet, in Tiber, cap. 14. Dio, 
lib. lvii. p. 601. g Tacit, ibid. 

(M) Tiberius was of the pa- were fent into Gaul. However, 
trician family of the Claudii, when the dictator was llain, and 
both by the father’s fide, who mod of thefenators, apprehen- 
was defcended from Tiberiua five of new troubles, were for 
Nero, the fon of Appius Cascus, paffing an a <3 of oblivion, Tibe- 
and by the mother’s, who was rius moved, that rewards might 
the daughter of Appius Puicber, be bellowed on the tyrannicides, 
brother to the faid Tiberius lathe Perufian war he joined 
Nero. He was aifo allied to Lucius Antonias againftOfia- 
the family of the Livii,-by the vianus; and though the reft 
adoption of his mother’s grand- abandoned Lucius, yet he could 
father. The Livian family was never be prevailed upon to for- 
indeed plebeian, but neverthe- fake him; fo that he was the 
lefs honoured with eight conful- only perfan who continued with 
fiiips, two ceu&rihips, one die- him to the laft. When the 
tatorihip, and three triumphs, city of Perufia was furrendered. 
The father of Tiberius was he made his efcape to Prsenefte, 
quasftor to Julius Cxefar, and and from thence into Campa- 
commanded his fleet in the nia, where he armed the flares 
Alexandrian war ; after which with a defign to oppofe 0 £U~ 
he was, by the dictator, re- vianus ; but his undifciplined 
warded for his eminent fcrviccs, troops flying at the approach of 
and appointed firft pontifex in Ootavianus's victorious legions, 
the room of Publius Scipio, and he was forced to fhelter himfelf 
afterwards honoured with the, ip Sicily, where he ftaid a very 
sots maud of the cpkwies.frhkh ibo9 riwa, bring diJgufted-wjth 
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the fifty-fixth year tff hl$ agej' rittfed t£the empire, and Ifti 
veiled fejr tiki mate and peojile with the faihe uribtiunded 
jmiref which* Atfeufttwfetid dftjoyed. 

"Tfterius hacLiio fooner Accepted the empire, than the fe* 
nators, in wder ^to iiS^ratidle themfelves%ith their new 
fovereign, were far heaping extraordinary honours on his 
mother: fome propofed decreeing her the general titfe of 
Mother; others that of Mother ofher Country; andalmofl 
all moved, that to the name of Tiberius fhould be added, the 
Hit ingre- fon of Livia. But Tiberius, jealous of his mother's glory, an- 
tuudt te hit fwered, that public honours ought to be conferred on Women 
warily, and with a fparing hand 5 adding, that he would 
ufe the fame moderation in' receiving the honours which 
ihould be offered to himfelf. He could not be prevailed 
upon to fuffer fo much as a lidtorto be decreed her, though 
every Veftal enjoyed that mark of diftindtion; nay, he pro¬ 
hibited the raifing her an altar in memory of her late adop¬ 
tion into the Julian family, or paying her any honours of 
the like nature. Thus, from the very beginning of his reign, 
he requited, with the utmoft ingratitude, the infinite obli¬ 
gations he owed his mother; being alhamed, as was com¬ 
monly believed, to acknowlege himfelf indebted for the em¬ 
pire to the intrigues of a woman *. He proved a no lefs 
cruel hufband than an undutiful fon. , Julia had been long 
fince banifhed by her father into the ifland of Pandataria, 
on account of her fcandalous lcwdnefs, and from thence, 
fome years after, removed to the city of Rhegium, on the 
Stteights of Sicily, where fhe fuffered a lefs painful exile. 
Tiberius, in Auguftus’s life-time, had profeffed great tender- 
nefs and compaffion forhis unhappy wife; and often foli- 
cited that prince to reinftate her in his favour: but he was 
no fooner declared emperor, than he flopped the fmall pen- 
fiofi which her father paid her yearly for her fupport; fo 


Cruelty to 
tit wife 
jfielit. 




Tacit. Anna), lib. i. 


Pompey, who neither deigned 
to admit him into his pretence,- 
nor allowed him to have the 
fa fee* carried beforebimytjnittgb 
the time of his prsctorfcip was 
not expired. From Sicily |b re¬ 
tired into Greece, wherefte wa* 
kindly received by Marc Anto¬ 
ny, and entertained by him in a 
manner fuirable to his rank, rill 
a peace' being concluded- be¬ 
tween, Antony, Odtaviano*, and 


nefly granted, he returned to 
Rome with-the reft of the ex¬ 
iles ; where Auguftus falling in 
love with hi* wife Livia Dru- 
filla, obliged him to yield her 
to him, though (he had already 
borne feverai children, among 
the reft Tiberius, and was 
then pregnant. He died foon 
'after, leaving hehind him two 
font, Tiberius and Drufus, fur- 
named Hemes. 

(that 
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the unfortunateprincefs, after a long feries of mifcriea, 
died of. want,in the fifteenth, year of her baniftiment'. 

At the fame time Sempronius Gracchus, one of her chief 
favourites, was, by Tiberius’s order, put -to death in the 
ifland of Cercina, to which he had been confined by Au¬ 
guftus. He was defcended of one of the mod illuftrious 
families in Rome, had a lively wit, great eloquence, and an 
engaging addrefs and behaviour. With thefe parts he had 
captivated the heart of Julia, and debauched her while fhe 
was yet Agrippa’s wife ; neither did he break off his in¬ 
trigues with her, after Ihe was married to Tiberips ; nay, 
he is fuppofed to have infpired her with contempt and 
averfion for her new hufband, and to have didtated the 
letters which lhe wrote to her father, full of bitternefs againft 
Tiberius. He had therefore been banifiied by Auguftus to 
the ifland of Cercina, where he fuffered great miferies for 
fourteen years. But Tiberius^ not judging banifhment an 
adequate punifhment for the injuries Sempronius had done 
him, ordered Lucius Afprenas, proconful of Africa, to fend 
a band of afiaflxns to difpatch him 5 and this order was 
punctually executed. 

But the principal objeCt of Tiberius, in the beginning of 
his reign, was, to engage in his intereft his nephew Ger- 
manicus, who, on account of his extraordinary parts, and 
fweet temper, was equally adored by the people and fol- 
diery. Though he hated Germanicus in his heart, yet, 
pretending a tender affe&ion for him, after fie had forbid 
the fenate to confer any particular honours on Livia, he 
recommended to them his .nephew, and even afked for him 
the proconfular power ; which, being granted, he immedi¬ 
ately difpatched into Germany perfons, of the firft rank to 
acquaint him therewith, and condole with him, in his 
name, on the death of Auguftus k (N). He then named 
twelve candidates for the prsetorfhip, among whom were 
Velleius Paterculus the hiftorian, and his brother. The fe¬ 
nate defired him to appoint more; but as that number had 
been fettled by Auguftus, he not only refufed to comply 
with their requeft, but bound himfelf by an oath never to 
depart from the regulations of his predcceJTor. The people 

1 Tacit. Anna], lib. i. cap. 5J. Suet. iib. Hi. cap. jo, k Tacit. 
Anna), lib. i. cap. jj. ,% 

(N) In virtue of this new everywhere to be acknowleged 
dignity, Germanicus had an al- as commander in chief, soda 
•noil abfolute authority over all under Tiberius, gene r a ltffim o.of 
the Roman forces both in the the empire, 
provinces and the city, and was „ 
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h 4 d hitherto enjoyed the privilege of creating magiftrafeS, '] 
or at leaft (hared it with the emperor, one half of the ma- 
giftrates being named by him, and the other by the tribes, 
afiembled in the field of Mars; but Tiberius, in the firft 
eleftions, deprived them of their ancient rights, which were 
transferred to the fenate. The people complained of this 
innovation, but no difturbances enfued, the fenate bdjing 
pleafed with the change, fince it delivered them fromijthe 
charge of buying votes, and the (harne of begging them'. 

Tiberius had fcarce taken pofleffion ot the fovereign 
power, when news were brought him, that the armies in 
Pannouia and Germany had mutinied. In Pannonia three 
legions being allowed by their general Julius Blsefus a re¬ 
laxation for fome days from their ufual duties, either to 
mourn, according to the Roman cuftom, for the death of 
Auguftus, or to rejoice for the acceffion of Tiberius, they 
grew wanton and turbulent; began to liften to feditious 
dilcourl’es, to be fond of an idle life, and to have an aver- 
fion to the toils and difcipline of the camp. They were 
headed and inflamed by Percennius, a common foldier, who, 
before he fcrved in the army, had made it his whole bufi- 
nefs to raife difturbances, and form parties, in the theatres 
and playhoufes. In the dulk of the evening, when thofe 
whom he diftrufted were withdrawn to their tents, he ufed 
to afiemble the moft turbulent, inflame them againft their 
officers, and encourage them to lay hold of the prefent oc- 
cafion, while the emperor’s authority was wavering, to pre¬ 
vail upon him, either by force or intreaties, to redrefs their 
grievances. 

His harangues were received with great applaufe by the 
foldiery. Some of them propofed incorporating the three 
legions into one; but every one claiming, for his own le¬ 
gion, the prerogative of denominating the other two, this 
pr6je<ft was defeated} however, they agreed to place'the 
three eagle9 of the legions with the ftandards of the co¬ 
horts all together, and to raife with a turf a tribunal, ac¬ 
cording to the Roman cuftom (O), for the new general they 

defigned 

»Tacit. Anna), lib. i. cap. 53. Dio, lib. lvij. p, 634. 

,( 0 ) The tribunal, from nimoufly, Probus! we falute 
whence the emperors ufed to ha-. Probus our fovereign : the gods 
rangue their troops, was at this fave you ! Then they erefted a 
time, and many ages after, raifed tribunal of turf, and proclaimed 
with turf. Flavius Vopifcus, him emperor.” This cuftom 
fpeakiog of the elevation of the obtained likewife among foreign 
emperor Probus, “The whole nations, efpecially in Britain, as 
army (fay* he),. Cried nit una- Xiphilinus informs us ; who, in 
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fdefigned to choofe. While they were thus employee!* BUfzt tn- 
Blauus arrived; and, having feverely rebuked fome, and dtavwrt* 
threatened others, “Dip your hands rather in my blood 
(cried he with a loud voice): to murder your general will ‘ tm ‘ 
be a lefs crime than to revolt from your prince; for I am 
determined, if I fall not by your hands, to keep you in obe¬ 
dience. If you think fit to murder me, I hope, at the fight 
of my blood, you will repent of your crime, and return to 
your duty.” This addrefs did not affeft the mutinous fol- 
diery, who continued their work, till it was breaft-high, , 
when at length, being overcome by the conftancy and intre¬ 
pidity of their general, they forbore. When their fury was 
abated, Blsefus remonftrated, that fedition and mutiny were 
not the proper means of conveying their claims to the em- 
perof} that their demands were new and extraordinary, 
fuch as no armies had - in former times made to their gene¬ 
rals, nor even thcmfelves to the deified Auguftus ; befides, 
that they were ill-timed, fiiice princes, in the beginning of 
their government, are taken up and embarrafied with va- 
riofls cares. However, if they expected to gain in peace 
what the conquerors, even after the civil wars, had never 
the confidence to demand, why fliould they ufe violence, 
and trample upon the rules of military difeipline; when they 
might appoint deputies, and, in his prefence, give them 
their inftruttions ? At thefe words they cried out with one 
voice, that they were willing to fend deputies; and that 
the fori of Bkefus, who was a tribune, fliould be imme¬ 
diately difpatched to the emperor, to 'demand, in their 
name, that they might be abfolutely difeharged after fixteen 
years fervice: adding, that, when they fliould have ob¬ 
tained this indulgence, they would truft Hiny/vith their far¬ 
ther pretenfions m . W’ 

In the mean time fome manipuli, or companies, which 
had been fent, before the fedition, to Nauportum, to mend 
the roads, being informed of the tumult in the camp 1 , 
plucked up their ftandards, and, falling upon the neighbour¬ 
ing, villages, plundered them, and Nauportum itfelf. Thd 
centurions endeavoured to reftrain their violence; but tbd 
mutineers, inftead of liftening to their remonftrances, of 1 
betraying any fear at their menaces, firft derided, afterward* 

< 

“ Tacit. Annal. lib. i. cap. 31. Dio, lib. Ivii. p.604, 6oj. 

fpeaking of the famous queen after the Roman manner.” P r€- 
Boadicea,fays,that“fheafcfend« quent mention is made of thefif 
CI 1 a tribunal reared with turf tribunalsby theancieatpoeta(i). 

{«) Vide Stat. in Syl, Lacan, lib. v. & Ctaudi de Bel. Oetic; 
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abufed them with molt outrageous language, and at length 
came to blows. They were chiefly incenfed againft Aufi- 
dienus Rufus, who, as he had been long a common foldier, 
and had raifed himfelf by his courage and bravery to the 
poll of praefeftus caftrorum, equivalent to quarter-mafter- 
general (P), was a fevere obferver of the primitive difci- 
pline. Upon him the foldiery vcpted their rage} he. was 
dragged from his chariot, loaded with baggage, and, bping 
driven before the (irft ranks, alked, how he liked fuch bur¬ 
dens ? Upon the arrival of thefe mutinous companies in 
the camp, the fedition broke out anew with more fury than 
ever: th'e foidicrs, catting off all obedience, roved about 
the country without control, ravaging it on all fides. Upon 
their return, Blaefus, who was ftill obeyed by the centu¬ 
rions, and the legionaries of any reputation, caufed thofe 
who were molt loaded with plunder to be fcourged, and 
caft into prifon. But the furious multitude, flying to the 
relief of the criminals, refeued them from the lifters, 
and, breaking open the prifon, fet all the prifoners at li¬ 
berty. , 

After fo bold an attempt, the mutineers grew more out¬ 
rageous, and the mutiny more general. Vibulenus, a com¬ 
mon foldier, being raifed on the (houlders of his comrades, 
before the tribunal of Blaefus, addrefled thofe who had de¬ 
livered the prifoners, thus: “ I cannot fufficiently com¬ 
mend the zeal you have Ihewn for thefe innocent and un¬ 
happy futterers: you have reftored them to their liberty: 
but who will reftore life to my brother ? who will give me 
back my brother ? He was fent from the army in Germany 


(P) This was, without all 
doubt, a new itfice, inftituted 
probably by Auguftus ; for no 
mention is made of the prsefec- 
tus caftrorum by any author 
who wrote in the times of the 
republic. . It was his province 
to pitch upon the ground for 
encamping, and lay it out; to 
diftribute the quartets and pavi¬ 
lions, and to direft the work¬ 
men in railing the ramparts, 
digging the ditches, &c. He 
had alfo under his care all the 
military engines, carriages, and 
iron tools belonging to the 

(i) Vide Veget. lib. xi. cap. 
(j) Tacit. Hilior. lib. ii. 


army (t). Each legion had a 
praeteftus caftrorum, at leaft 
when they encamped feparate- 
ly; for Tacitus, fpeaking of 
one Paenius Poflhumius, calls 
him przfeftus caftrorum fecun- 
da: legionis (z). Thefame wri¬ 
ter feems to place them in rank 
above the tribunes; for, inde- 
fcribing Vitellius’s entry into 
Rome, he tells us, that before 
their feveraleagles marched firft 
the prsefefti caftrorum, next to 
them the tribunes, and, after 
the tribunes, the chief centu¬ 
rions (3). 

to. ' (*} Tacit, lib. xiv* 

with 
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with propofals for our common good; but our cruejge- 
I neral caufed him to be butchered lait night by his gladia¬ 
tors (Q^), whom he entertains and arms for our deftruc- 
tion.” Then turning to Bltefus, “ Tell me, Riatfus (faid 
he), where have you thrown his mangled body ? Even the 
moft cruel enemies do not deny burial to the flain. When 
1 fhall have fatisfied my grief with a thoufand kiil'es, and 
a flood of tears, command me alfo to be tnaftacred, that 
out* fellow-foldiers may bury my brother and me together, 
both inhumanly murdered for confulting the common good 
of the legions.” 

When Vibulenus had ended his fpeecb, he threw him- They felt 
felf at the feet of his companions; and, beating his breait, ’T™ ,lu »" 
tearing his face, and (hewing all the fymptoms of the deepeft nP ttrs ’ 
forrow, he endeavoured to raife, at the fame time, both 
fury and compaffion in the minds of the multitude, who 
fell immediately upon Blsefus’s gladiators and domeftics, 
and, having bound them, difperfed themfelres about the 
camp and the neighbouring fields in queft of the fuppofed 
corpfe; which if they had found, Bisefus himfelf would 
been in great danger; but as they could find no fuch dead 
body, and it manifeftly appeared from the depofitions of 
Blsefus’s Haves upon the rack, and of other credible wit- 
neifes, that the whole was a calumny malicioufly invented, 
and that Vibulenus never had any brother, they fpared 
their general. Neverthelefs, in the height of their rage, 
they fell upon the prsefe&us caftrorum, and the tribunes, 
drove them out of the camp, and plundered their baggage : 
they put to death the centurion Lucilius, whom they hated 
above all the reft, on account of his feverity. The other 
centurions withdrew, and all abfcouded, except Julius 
Clemens, whom, as he was a man of parts, the mutineers 
detained, with a defign to inveft him with the management 
of their affairs. 

Tiberius no fooner received intelligence of this mutiny, Drafmt 
than he difpatched his fon Drufus to the rebellious legions, /«•' *» 
at the head of the praetorian cohorts, the praetorian horfe, 
and the main body of the German horfe, which at this ‘* ma 
time conftituted the emperor’s guards. The praetorian co¬ 
horts were, on this occafion, reinforced with an cstraor- 

( QJ Moft of the governors fore, imagine, that the giadia- 
of provinces, generals, and other tors, mentioned in . this place, 
greatmen, maintainedvaftnurn- were lifted in the legions: they 
bers of gladiators, at an ira- belonged to the general, and 
njenfe charge, for the public not to the army, 
fhews. We unit not, there- 
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dinar? addition of chofenmen. Among the perfons of dif- 
tiu&U>n ordered to attend and affift Drufus in bringing the 'I 
revolted legions to their duty, were Cneius Lentulus, an 
officer of great fame and experience, and -ffilius Sejanus, 
who had lately been joined with his father Strabo in the 
commiffion of prsefe£lus prsetorii, that is, in the command 
of the praetorian guards (R). Sejanus was appointed go¬ 
vernor to the young prince; and as his credit with the em¬ 
peror was known to be great, it was hoped he might, eitfher 
by promifes or intreaties, bring the feditious to a fenfe of 
their duty. When news were brought to the camp, that 
Drufus approached, the legions, in token of refpedt, 
marched out to meet him, not with their ufual gaiety, and 
fhoutsof joy, but in fullen filence, exhibiting in their coun¬ 
tenances marks of fadnefs, mixed with rage and ferocity. 
As foon as Drufus entered the camp, he placed guards at 
all the gates, and parties under arms, in feveral quarters, 
to be ready againlt any furprize Then afeending the tri¬ 
bunal, he read aloud to the afiembled foldiers his father’s 
letter, importing, that he. would take particular care of $he 
brave legions, with whom he had fuccefsfully carried on 
fo many wars j that as foon as his grief was allayed, he 
would treat with the fenate about their demands ; that, in 
the mean time, he had fent them his fon ; and impowered 
him to make them forthwith fuch conceflions as could be 
made without farther confutation ■, but as to other demands, 
they ftiould be referred to the fenate, whom he would not 
deprive of the right of diftributing rewards and punifh- 
ments. 

When Drufus had read his father’s letter, the aflembly 
appointed the centurion Julius CJemens to be their fpeaker; 
who began with propofing their demands, which were, that 
they (liould be difehyged, after fixteen years fervice; that 
they Ihould, upon that difeharge, receive the rewards which 
they claimed ; that their pay fhould be increafed to a Ro¬ 
man denarius j and that the veterans fhould be no longer 
detained under their enfigns. To tbefe demands Drufus 
anfwered, that they exceeded his power; and therefore 
ought to be laid before the fenate, and his father. The 


(R) The prtefeftus praetorii 
wat the chief commander of 
the emperor’s guards called 
praetorians, from the Latin word 
fmttorium ; which at firft figni- 
fted the general’s quarters iu 
the camp, the word praetor be¬ 


ing, in the firft ages of the re¬ 
public, common to all magis¬ 
trates, whether civil or military. 
In the rimes of the emperors, 
by prstorium were meant the 
emperor’s quarters in the camp, 
and his hpufe in the city. 
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mutineers, exafperated at thefe words, could no longer re- 
Arain their indignation; they infulted him and the emperor 
witbabufive farcafms and execrations; they aflaulted divers 
officers who had incurred their difpleafure; and even 
threatened the perfon of Drufus, who palled the night in 
the mod dreadful apprehenfion. 

But ignorance and fuperftition put an end to the revolt, rc- 
ftored calronefs to the alarmed camp, and quieted the minds 
of the foldiery, after they had fo long continued deaf to rea- 
fori, and trampled upon all tire laws of military difeiplirte. 

The moon all on a fudden began to darken, in the midlt of Fright ene, 
a clear Iky, till Ihe was by degrees totally eclipfed. The h an 
foldiery, ignorant of the natural caufes of this phenomenon, °£ 
and imagining that the gods were angry with them on ac- they mar, 
count of their revolt, and the crimes attending it, began to to their 
fihew fome figns of repentance. Drufus did not fail to im- du ‘y- 
prove this difpofitioii: he immediately, fent the centurion 
Julius Clemens, and other officers and foldiers, in whom 
lie could confide, to mix with the mutineers, and try whe¬ 
ther they could, while they were thus alarmed, bring them 
back to their duty. Thefe, purfuant to the prince’s orders, 
going round from tent to tent, and infinuating themfelves 
every-where, firft prevailed upon the legionaries to abandon 
the veterans, and then perfuaded the three legions to fepa- 
rate. Thus a fenfe of duty and obedience returning by de¬ 
grees, thofe who guarded the gates to keep Drufus, as it 
were, befieged, retired from their polls ; the eagles, and 
other enfigns, which, in the beginning of the tumult, had 
been thrown together, were carried back, each to its proper 
place; and, after fo dreadful a ftorm, tranquility was Ta¬ 
ilored in every quarter of the camp D . 

Early next morning Drufus, having fummoned a gene¬ 
ral council of officers, great debates ■arofe ; feme adviling 
him to fufpend all proceedings till the return of the deputies, 
whom he had allowed them to fend with their petitions to 
Tiberius, while others were for immediately condemning 
and executing the ringleaders of the fedition. Drufus, na¬ 
turally inclined to feverity, followed the advice of the latter, 
and having fummoned Vibulenusand Percennkis before his The anther* 
tribunal, he condemned, and caufed them immediately to ofttun- 
be executed. The other ringleaders of the fedition were 
difeovered ikulking about the camp, and either flain by the fxecute4 ^ 
centurions and praetorian guards, or delivered up to Drufus 
by their comrades, as a proof of their fincere repentance. 

After this execution the foldiers were terrified with dread¬ 
ful 


• Tacit. Annal. lib. i., 
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ful ftofms, and fuch violent rains, that they could not move 
from their tents; which they looking upon as fent by the* 
angry gods, refolved to abandon a camp which they had 
polluted with fo many crimes, and return to their feveral 
garrifons. Drufus, feeing tranquility thus reftored, returned 
to Rome °. 


The legions Almoft at the fame time, and for the fame caufes, ‘the 
in Germany legions in Germany revolted. On the Rhine were quarter- 
rrvolf. e( j twQ armies, the one called the Upper, commanded* by 
Caius Silius, the other the Lower, by Aulus Ctecina; but 
the chief command of both was veiled in Germanicus, who 


was then bufy in colledling the tribute in Gaul. The le¬ 
gions under Silius, however difcontented, waited for the 
fuccefs of the revolt which the lower army had begun. 
The latter, confiding of four legions, were encamped on 
the borders of the Ubii (S); where they no fooner received 
the news of Auguftus’s death, than the recruits lately raifed 
in Rome, accuftomed to the effeminacy of a town life, and 
impatient of military labour and difcipline, began to in¬ 
flame the reft with feditious harapgues, infinuating, tha,t a 
Then it- favourable opportunity was offered for the veterans to de- 
ma ' mand an abfolute difcharge, for the foldiers who had not 
ferved their time to iniift upon larger pay, and for all to 
obtain a mitigation of their miferies. As Caecina, inftead 
of exerting his authority, betrayed fear, and gave way to 
"c [heir t ^ ie * r fury* they fell at once upon the centurions, the chief 
'tenturims. objects of their refentment, whom, after having beaten 
with rods, they drove ignominioufly out of the camp, or 
drowned in the river. One Septimius fled for refuge to the 
tribunal of Caecina ; but the general was forced to deliver 
him up to the incenfed multitude. Caflius Chaerea, another 
centurion, afterwards famous for the murder of the emperor 
Caligula,‘boldly opened himfelf a way, fword in hand, 
through the croud. The mutineers, defpifing the authority 
of their-tribunes, and their prasfe&i caftrorum, fet and re¬ 
lieved the centries themfelves, appointed the guard, and 
gave fuch orders as they judged proper, in the prefent con¬ 
juncture r. 

Ctemani- Germanicus no fooner heard of this infurre&ion than he 
tus mdea- fl ew t0 t jj C cam p. The legions, as he drew near, marched 
apfeafe out to meet t ^' e * r general, expreffing their diflatisfafbion 
Hum. with hideous clamours; and fome, taking him by the hand, 
as if they defigned to kifs it, thruft his fingers into their 


• Tacit. Annal. lib.». > it Idem. ibid. Dio, ibid. 


(S) TheUbii, inCatfar’s time, dwelt on the other fide of the Rhine. 
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mouths, to convince him theyhad with age loft all their 
[teeth 5 others defired him to behold their hoary heads, and 
the wounds they had received. Germanicus, inftead of re¬ 
turning any anfwer to particulars, as foon as he had entered 
the entrenchments, ordered them to range themfelves into 
manipuli, and place before them their feveral enfigns, as 
wasfcuftomary when the general affembled and harangued 
his troops. ,They obeyed (lowly, and with reluftance: then 
Germanicus, beginning his fpeech with an encomium upon 
Auguftus, proceeded to the many viftories of Tiberius, en¬ 
larging on the glorious exploits he had atchieved in Ger¬ 
many with thofe very legions. He then acquainted them, 
that all Italy, both the Gauls, and every province of the em¬ 
pire, had received and acknowleged Tiberius for emperor, 
without betraying the leaf!: difaftedlion. 

Thus far they liftened to him with attention; but when 
he began to expoftulate with them on their feditious behavi¬ 
our, he was interrupted with loud clamours, and a general ^ 
uproar. Some, (tripping themfelves, (hewed him the fears their com- 
of the many wounds theyhad received; others difplayed the plaints be- 
marks of the (tripes inflicted on them by the mercilefs cen- l are 9"‘ 
turions: they urged their fcanty pay, their great labours, * 

and the hardships attending a military life. Above all, from 
the veterans arofe a dreadful cry: they enumerated thirty 
years of fervice and upwards; and begged, that to men 
quite worn out, he would, at length, grant fome refpite; 
that he would not fuffer them to be indebted to death for 
their relief, but difeharge them forthwith, and allow them 
a comfortable maintenance. Some demanded the money 
which had been bequeathed to them by Auguffus, mixing 
with thfcir demands zealous vows, and omens of happinefs, 
for Germanicus; and fome declared, that they would flip- ana offer 
port him to the laft, if he would affume the empire. At him the 
thefe words Germanicus, ftruck with horror, leaped from em P lrt ‘ 
the tribunal, and attempted to make his efcape, left he 
(hould be ftained with their treafon : but the feditious le¬ 
gionaries, drawing their fwords, threatened to kill him ifhe 
attempted to withdraw. Then the generous Germanicus, which he 
protefting that he would rather die than betray the truft re- generoiffy 
pofed in him, drew his fword, and would have facrificed his 
life to his fidelity, had not thofe who flood next to him feiz- 
ed his hand, and reftrained him by force. There were not, 
however, fome wanting in the affembly who cried out to hint 
ftrike, and not (pare himfelf; nay, one Calufidius, a com- 
nion foldier, offered him his naked fword, faying, “ Take 
this, Germanicus; it is perhaps (harper than your own 

an 
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an irrftilt which vat condemned by all his companions, even 
in the tranfports of rage and vexation. ! 

In the mean time the friends of Germanicus conveyed 
him out of the croud to his tent, and there confulted about 
the moit proper meafures to be taken in fo critical a junc¬ 
ture. Various meafures were propofed, and at laft it was 
agreed, that letters fhould be feigned from Tiberius, with 
directions, that thofe who had ferved twenty years fhould 
be finally difeharged; that fuch as had ferved fixteen fhould 
be deemed veterans; and that the legacy which they de¬ 
manded fhould not only be paid but doubled. But the mu¬ 
tineers, fufpe&ing thefe conceffions to be forged purely to 
gain time, infifted on their being forthwith executed. The 
tribunes, therefore, were obliged to difeharge immediately 
the veterans ; but, as to the payment of the legacy, Ger- 
manicus wifhed to defer it till they fhould be in winter-quar¬ 
ters : indeed, the firft legion and the twentieth trufled 
him upon his word ; but the fifth and the twenty-firft refus¬ 
ed to ftir from the camp till they were fatisfied. So that he 
was obliged to raife the fum out of the money which he and 
his friends had brought with them to defray the expences 
of their journey. This the legions no fooner received, than 
they retired quietly to their winter-quarters. Germanicus 
then haftened to the upper army, under the command of 
Siiius, and eafily prevailed upon the fecond, the thirteenth, 
and the fixteentli legions, to fwear allegiance to Tiberius : 
the fourteenth fhewed fome hefitation; but Germanicus 
difeharging forthwith the veterans, and paying the reft the 
money bequeathed them by Auguftus, cut oft' all occafion 
of complaints «. 

A party of veterans (T), belonging to the mutinous le¬ 
gions, and then in garrifon in the country of the Chauci (U), 
began a fedition there, which was, at firft, quelled by 


« Tacit. Dio. ibid. 


(T) The veterans formed a 
corps apart, and had their pecu¬ 
liar ftandard called vexillum; 
whence they are commonly ftyl- 
ed by the ancients vexillarii, and 
alfo emeriti, from their being 
exempted from all manner of 
drudgery, and only obliged to 
fight the enemy. In this condi¬ 
tion they continued, till they re¬ 
ceived the rewards due for their 


fervice, and their final dif¬ 
eharge j which the emperors 
ufed, under various pretences, 
t6 put off for many years, in 
order to defraud them of the 
promifed lands or money. 

(U) The Chauci inhabited 
Eaft Friefland, the counties of 
Hoy and Oldenburg, the duchy 
of Bremen, and pan of La wen- 
burg. 
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Memmius, prafefi of the camp, who put inftantly two of Some <ve- 
the ringleaders of the fedition to death; but the tumult terms re- 
Vreaking out afterwards with frefh fury, Memmius was volt, boa 
obliged to withdraw himfeif from their rage, and lie con- “yf 
cealed. The mutineers difcovered him; then Memmius , altil * 
declaring, that thele outrages were not offered to him, but 
to tfermanicus and Tiberius, who would not fail to refent 
them, he fnatched the colours, faced about towards the 
Rhine, and, threatening thole who fliould dare to abandon 
theft - ranks with the punilhments due todeferters, led them 
back to their winter-quarters. 

In the mean tipie, deputies fent either by Tiberius, or 
|he fenate, meeting Gerrpanicus near the altar of the 
Ubii (W), gave occafion to new difturbances. The firft The dij- 
and the twentieth legions encamped there with thofe le- turbancet 
gionaries, who had been lately placed under the ftandard ''tvi-ved, 
of the veterans, apprehending that thefe deputies were 
come to revoke the conceflions which they had extorted by 
their fedition, refolved to wreak their vengeance upon Mi¬ 
norus Plancus, who had been conful the year before, and 
was at the head of this deputation : he being aware of their 
defign, fled for refuge to the quarters of the firit legion; 
and there, embracing the eagle, and other enfigns, hoped 
the veneration which.the foldiers paid them would reftrain 
their fury. But had not Calpurnius, thq eagle-bearer, with 
great bravery and refolution, repulfed the audacious multi¬ 
tude, the Roman camp would have been ftained with the 
blood of an ambaffador of the Roman people. Eaily next 
morning Germanicus, entering the camp, afeended the 
tribunal, and, placing Plancus by his fide, inveighed againfl 
the horrible difordere of the preceding night; acquainted 
the foldiery with the true purpofes of that embaffy; and 
complained, in an affefting manner, of the unheard-of 
outrages offered to Plancus, without any provocation. As 
the affembly fhewed no great tokens of repentance, he dif- 
miffed the deputies, under a ftrong guard of auxiliary horfe; 
and then, at the motion of his friends; dt-fired his wife Gtrmaui- 
Agrippina, who had attended him with her foil Claudius, at cm/ends 
that time an infant, into Germany, and was with child, 
to withdraw out of the camp, and not expofe herfelf to the jon. 
fury of an outrageous multitude. 

As fhe was attended by many women of diftin&ion, 
wives of the chief officers, their tears, cries, and lamenta-, 
tions, in parting with their hufbands, occafioned a great 

* 

(W) This altar was probably and feems to have been at a 
railed in honour of Augutlus, final! diftancc from Cologne. 
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commotion in the camp, and drew together tire faldicrt 
from all quarters. This was fo moving a fcene, that the! 
moft obdurate among the rebellious legionaries were touctyt 
ed with it. They could not behold, without being fei^td 
with fhame and compaflion, fo many women of rank travel¬ 
ing, without a centurion to attend, or a foldier, to guard 
them, and their general’s wife among the reft, carrying in 
her arms her little child, and repairing, like an exile, for 
{belter againft the fury of the Roman legions, to Trekes, 
as if ihe repofed greater confidence in foreigners thart in 
her own countrymen. This circumftance made fo deep an 
impreljion on their minds, that fome ran to flop her, while 
the reft, recurring to Germanicus, earneftly conjured him 
to recall her, that it might not be fajd, to their eternal 
iharne and difgrsce, that the daughter of Agrippa, the 
grand-daughter of Auguftus, the daughter-in-law of Dru- 
fus, whofe memory they adored, had been driven from the 
Roman camp, and obliged to feek fan&uary among fo¬ 
reigners. 

Germanicus obferving their fentiments and countenances 
altered, refolved to improve their prefent difpofition: in a 
long and affecting harangue, which, in the height of his 
grief, he uttered with great vehemence, he painted the 
blacknefs of their guilt in fuch lively colours, that they not 
only confefled, that all his reproaches were true ; but, their 
minds being quite changed, they earneftly befoughthim to 
punifh the authors of the late fedition, by whom they had 
been milled; and offered to march forthwith againft the 
enemy, provided he would recall his wife and foil. Ger¬ 
manicus, finding them entirely reclaimed, anfwcrcd, that 
his fou fhould return 5, but, againft the recalling of Agrip¬ 
pina, be alleged the feafon already far advanced, and her 
approaching delivery: as to the authors of the fedition, he 
left it to them to determine, and inflict what punifliment 
they deferved. He had fcarce uttered tbefe words, when 
the legionaries ran to feize the chief authors of the mutiny, 
and dragged them in chains to Cains Getronius, commander 
of the firft legion, who judged and panifhed them in the 
following manner: the legions, with their drawn fwords, 
furrounded the tribunal, from whence the prifoner was ex- 
pofed to their view: if they pronounced him guilty, he was 
immediately thrown down headlong, and cut in pieces by 
his comrades. The veterans followed the example of the 
legionaries, ponifliing the moft feditious of their corps in 
the fame manner. Notwithftanding tbefe figns of remorfe, 
and pledges of fidelity, Germanicus ordered them to march 
Rhsetia, to defend that province.againft the Sueri, wbo 

were 
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Were faid to be in motion. He now' made a ftrift inquiry 
into the conduit and characters of the centurions, who were 
\li cited before him, to give each an account of his country, 

?Snlc, the years of hi* fetvice, his exploits in war, and mi- 
litwy prefents. If the tribunes, or his legion, were fatisfied 
wi<h his conduCl, he kept his poll; if they charged him 
with cruelty or avarice, he was immediately difcharged. 

Thus were the firft and the twentieth legion entirely re¬ 
claimed, and brought hack to a fcnfeof their duty; but the 
fifth and twenty-firft, who were in winter-quarters, at the T™ 0 
dillance of fixty miles, in a place called Vetera, continued f H^thiir 
obfiinatc in their revolt; nor was there any enormity which remit, 
they did not commit. Againlt them, therefore, Germani- 
cus refolved to lead the legions that had returned to their Germmi- 
duty, and give them battle, if he coul^ not reclaim-them cuipropofet 
by gentle means. With this view he prepared veflels and >«march a . 
arms, and affembled his troops: but, before he embarked S a,n fi ,t tm ' 
them on board the veflels which were to convey them down 


the Rhine, judging it proper to allow the mutineers time to re- 
tqfn to their duty, he wrote a letter to Caecina, who command¬ 
ed them, acquainting him, that he approached with a power¬ 
ful army, rclbived to put them all to the fword, without 
diftin&ion, if they did not prevent him, by taking ven¬ 
geance themfelves on die guilty. This letter Csecina com¬ 
municated only to the chief officers, and fuch of the fol- 
diers as had from the beginning difapproved of the revolt, 
exhorting them, at the fame time, to enter into an aflbeia- 
tion againft the feditious, and redeem themfelves from 
death and ignominy, by putting thofe to the fword who 
had brought them into the prefent danger. The officers 
accepted of the propofal, and, having, by founding the 
legionaries and veterans, found that the majority difap¬ 
proved of the condu£t of their comrades, they privately 
communicated the contents of Germanicus’s letter, and 


eafily prevailed upon them to concur with their com¬ 
manders, in facrificing the chief authors of the fedition. 

The time therefore was fettled for falling fword in hand 
upon the moll notorioully guilty and turbulent.' When it 
arrived, upon a fignal previoufly agreed on, the. faithful But thrp t 
legionaries, rulhing into the tents of the mod feditious, 
maflacred tliem without mercy, before they were aware of 
their danger. Nothing was to be heard but outcries and the fcdi- 
groans, in all the quarters of the camp ; nothing to be feen tious. 
but itreams of blood, and heaps of dead bodies. The exe¬ 
cution was fcarce ended, when Germanicus arrived, who. 


as he was naturally inclined to pity and mercy, could not 
behold the camp ftreaming with blood, and filled Vtfth 
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bodies of 
quiet* i^vith 




_____ burftirig into tears* and crying chit, 
i remedy, but flaoghter and defptation.y 
la given vent to his grjef, he caufed tbft 
ir >to-- El- burht, 4 hs#^eM> rated their oj’le- 
,... „ , ufual pomp_f;..Th.Hjtj«a5 this dangerous 

.feditfop entirely quelled, and difcipiine re qftablifhed* by 
t^e asddrefs ifld intrepidity at tfcc BraVe ’Getmiinicusj vfUro, 
ha<,f.his ftnbotmded greatriefs of mind, and uniha ken loyalty, 
-.fitfffered hi#i'.jto fecdnd ibe aVtterft wifhes of the military, 
might have eafily feized upon the fovereign power ; for he 
was the darling of the fofeHerSfaitd adored by the people, 
•both on account of his own merit, and that of his father 
ih.ufus, whole memory was dear to every true Roman, no¬ 
body doubting that he would have reftored the republic to 
ber. fdrmat ftate, had he fiicceedcd to empire. 

■! Such of the veterans and legionaries as had not been 
conce|fted in the late fedSttan, in Order to give Germanicus 
, farther proofs pf ^eir fi*tel%, begged him to lead them 
againft the; eiteihyy w$® f b3|Lea|5Qy«d fdhie refpite, fir ft by 
the death afterwards-by t]he inteftkie 

tumult imt® camp-.' Germanicus.complied with their re- 
queft-y jandjf laying a -fridge croCd the Rhiihe, marched over 
tweRe ,'thcfufand legionaries* \iweniWfo- cohorts of the 
allies,.g«d eteht'akB-(X}srf hqrfet With thefe he trfverfed 
t^e>Gtefian foYeft (Yjf- afW E 6#fekyTOd^;iyjng between him 
Ming idl»$a»^d; aa 4 i»- -march* “that the 
JBenfoatt J*W*- a.JfcftiwJ, with great 

rairth/ an^ • with fuch expedition, 

t^at'Ee ; if!ache«i;ii»e vitogp^.^'^-Mayf], before the inha- 
bi{ahfrfmfd fdcoydr^d from their ? $ebatach, Herd he divid¬ 
ed bis awnyTtrtb^fal& , yppdiA?» and detached them into dif- 
.-'fereht qjiartfeiteYof the unhappy canton, that no part of it 
might betexpmRj;^g»a»'rayagi..and devaluation. It is not 
cfffieuft' was made of thofe onfer- 

taw^tewmtc% ^'y dtetet : --they found in a very dcfincelefs 
v {pared* placesfacred andprofane 

,.and , 'ljfid : ih/ albC*, add- among 

y-fftr. ivii.p. 804, tec. 

tiirmaj, k three decu- 
.or - „• . r \ 

(Yj: Cicfl^n fofeft tto 

part dt thg Herc^nian, and is 
placed by, CIu vends panly in 
duchy of Cieves, panly in 
sMtv 8 sM*e^ : ^Weftphafia,. between Wefel and 
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.them, the temple of Tanfana {Z}, .foife tutelar god of the 
German nation. The country was ivafted with fire and 
f'Vrd for fifty miles, without the wound of -a; Angle man 
on\c fide of the Romans *. 

Tif« general maffacre roufed the Bru&eri (A), the Tu- 
bantdp ( 13 ), and the Ufipetes (C), who, fecuring the pafles 
of thw foreft through which the Roman army was to return, 
fell upon their rear, and put the light-armed cohorts into 
diforfer: but Germanicus, riding up to the twentieth le¬ 
gion, and crying out, that this was the time to redeem their 
reputation, and cancel the memory of their late fedition, 
by falling upon the enemy, they attacked them fo vie*. 
roufly, that the Germans were Woken at the firft onlct, 
and driven out of the wood into the neighbouring plain) 
where great numbers of them were cut in pieces. Mean 
while the vanguard penetrating the foreft, had time to form 
a camp, whither the reft of the army retired to reft them- 
fclves that night, after fo fatiguing a march. Neat day 
they purfued their route uninterrupted, and arrived, loaded 
witl* booty, at the place appointed for their winter-quar¬ 
ters The fame of thefe exploits foon reached Rome, and 
filled the city with the greateft joy. Tiberius was highly 
pleafed to hear that the fedition was fupprefled, and the 
beginning of his reign fignalized by fo remarkable a victory. 
But his joy was not without allay: Getmanicus, by finally 
difebarging the veterans, by fhortening the term of ferrice 
for the reft, and by liberally diftributing mosey among' 
them, had gained the aflre&ions of the army, and, befides, 
acquired great glory by his late expedition. This gave' the 
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’ Tacit. Annal. lib. ii. cap. j—»j. t Tacit. Annal. ibid. 

(Z) Gronovius deri ves the (A) TheBrufteri are placed, 
name of this Germad deity from by moil geographers, next to the 
the words tan, or than, fignify- - Frifii, between the Amifia, 50W 
■ng, m the German language, a the Ems, and the lake Flevus, 
fir-tree ; and fachna, or fan, now the Zuyderfe*. 
which in the aaoient Gotho- (B) The Tubantes poffcffitd 
1 euton >c tongue; fignifies lord, great part of Weftphalia. Glu- 
fothat the import of verius placet foe ancient city 
* an tana is,* the lord or the of Teclia, mentioned by Pto- 
gpa of fir-trees. Lipfius de- lemy, now Teklenburg, 00 
nves the name of Tanfana from the borders of the Tubantes and 
£ . Flemiih word taenfanS, Chamavi. 
ognifying the principal, or firft (C) The Ufipetes, Ufipit, er 
«ufe, of things; fo that'foe Ufipette, are placed byRhena- 
ermaitt; under the name of nus between the Rhine and the- 
anfana, adored; according to mountains of Heffe. 
the fupreme Being. 
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jealous and fufpicious emperor great uneafinefs, which 
however, be artfully difguifed, giving the fenate a pompon, 
account of the exploits of his nephew, and bellowing u/i 
him the higheft encomiums. He commended, at the Farm 
time, the addrefs of his fon Drufus, in quelling thij fedi 
tion of the Pannonian legions; and fpoke of GermJnicu: 
like an orator, but of Drufus like a father. However, he 
approved whatever Germanicus had done; and, to gain the 
affedlions of the Pannonian legions, extended to thijm all 
the privileges which Germanicus had granted to his own. 

Thefe diforders in Germany and Pannonia, and the great 
veneration which the foldiery, as well as the people, had for 
Germanicus, were a great reftraint upon Tiberius, who at 
this time, with wonderful art, difguiled thofe vices which 
afterwards difplayed themfelves fo openly. He acted, on 
mod occafions, like a truly generous, good-natured, and 
clement prince. Of the many and extraordinary honours 
that were offered him, he accepted but few, and thofe of 
the meaneft fort. He forbid any prieils, or temples, to be 
decreed for him, or Itatues eredted but by his own peynif- 
fion, which he granted fometimes, upon condition that they 
fliould be placed, not among the images of the gods, but 
the ornaments of their houfes. He refufed the title of 
Father of his Country, and never took upon him the name 
of Auguflus, though it was hereditary, but in his letters to 
foreign potentates. For flattery he had an utter averfion: 
if, in private converfation, or public fpeeches, any thing 
was faid in his praife, he immediately not only interrupted, 
but rebuked the fpeaker. Being called dominus, or lord, 
he defired the perfon not to mention him any more in de- 
rifion. Another declaring his employments /acred, he in- 
treated him to change his epithet, and to ftyle them trou¬ 
ble fame. He would not permit the fenate to fwear to the 
obfervation of his adds, urging againft it the inftability of 
all mortal things, and that the higher he was raifed, the 
more he was expofed to danger.. All flanderous reports, 
libels, and lampoons upon him and his adminiftration, he 
bore with extraordinary patience, faying, that, in a free 
city, the thoughts and tongues of every man ought to be 
free: and when the fenate would have proceeded againft 
fome, who had publiflied libels againft him, he would not 
confent to the profecution *. 

„ % His carriage towards the fenate was very refpeftful; no¬ 
thing of moment was tranfadled without their advice and 

» Tacit, Anna!, lib. i. cap. 6— 13. Suet, in Tib. cap. 

Dio, lib lvii. p, 60a, 

appro- 
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approbation. To them were referred the colle&ing of the 
raxes and tributes, the building and repairing of all public 
eVifices, the raifing or difbahding of forces, the muftering 
ofShe legions and auxiliaries, the prolonging or granting 
comlniffions upon any extraordinary War, the returning of 
anfv|ers to the letters of kings ahd foreign dates. He ne* 
ver entered the.fenate with any attendants but once, when 
he was brought in, on account of an indipofition, in a lit¬ 
ter ,\ and then he immediately ordered them to with¬ 
draw. In the fenate he allowed every one to deliver his 
fentiments with great freedom : having one day dilfented 
in his opinion from Q^Haterius; “ Pardon me, I befeech 
you, (faid hej, if, as a fenator, I fpeak againit you with 
more freedom than ordinary.” Then turning to the w-hole 
jffembly, he addrefied them thus: “ Mod venerable fa¬ 
thers, what I fay now I have often faid before; a good and 
prudent prince, to whom you have given fo great and ab- 
folute a power, ought to be ferviceable not only to the fe¬ 
nate, and the'body of the city, but to every particular ci¬ 
tizen : nor do 1 repent of any thing I have faid of this na¬ 
ture, having always accounted you, as I dill do, my good, 
juft, and mod gracious lords.” If, in the fenate, any thing 
was decreed againft his judgment, he did not complain, 
nor feem the lead difpleafed. 

He allowed the confuls fo much power, that certain am- 
bafiadofs from Africa had recourfe to them, defiring they 
would return a fpeedy anfwer, fince Csefar, to whom they 
had been lent, deferred it from day to-day. He often af- 
fifted at the trials in the courts of juftice, efpecially if any 
criminal was reported likely to efcape by favour or conni¬ 
vance 5 he then appeared unexpeftedly, and, with a grave 
sit, reminded the judges of the laws and the crimes before 
♦hem. He applied himfelf with great care to the reforma¬ 
tion of manners, and made many excellent regulations, by 
which he reftrained the immoderate cxpences of plays and 
public ihews, retrenched the falaries of the players, and re¬ 
duced the gladiators to a fixed number. The prices of Co¬ 
rinthian veflels growing extravagant, and the luxury of en¬ 
tertainments riling to fuch an excefs, that thirty tnoufand 
fefterces were paid for three mullets, he complained of 
thefe diforders to the fenate, and got a law paired, fet-ting 
bounds to the expences in furniture, and ordaining, that 
the prices of provifions in the markets (hould be annually 
regulated by the fenate. 

As to the eating-houfes and taverns, which at this time 
were very numerous in Rome, they were all, by Tiberius’s 
order, utterly fupprefled; and that he might, by his own ex- 


andtht 

cmfult- 


Applies It 

Ike refir- 
mattin if 
manners , 



: 3#2 

His fruga¬ 
lity. 


Lefrns the 
taxes. 


Intefline 
brails 
etmong the 
Catti. 


Germans- 
cus rejolves 
to take ad¬ 
vantage of 
them. 


* The Roman HiftorJ* 

ample, countenance frugality in others, he had, at his put* 
lie- and moit folemn entertainments, meat ferved, which 
had been drefied and cut up the day before, contrary to tWe 
cuftom which then obtained, faying, that “ every part^lad 
the fame tafte as the whole.” To check the progrefs o if vice, 
he drove out of Rome a great number of young noblemen, 
atid alfo fome women of diftindtion, who were notorious 
for their debaucheries. At the fame time he revived an an¬ 
cient law, impowering all parents to punifh their daughters, 
even after they were married, if, by their debauched lives, 
they brought difgrace upon their families. In this particu¬ 
lar he was fo ftridf, that he prohibited the kiffes that were, 
according to cuftom, given by way of falutation. He feem- 
ed entirely averfe from loading the people with any new 
taxes. When fome governors of provinces advifed him to 
raife their taxes, he anfwered, that “ it was the duty of a 
good Ihepherd to fhear, not to flay his flock and was fo 
far from hearkening to the remonftrances of his prefidents 
and governors, that, inftead of railing he leffened the tri¬ 
butes that were annually remitted to Rome from the pro¬ 
vinces ». Such was the deportment of Tiberius, while his 
authority was wavering ; but we lhall foon fee him pull off 
the mafk, and abandon himfelf to thofe vices which he 
now fo artfully cloaked. To return to the brave Ger- 
maniens. 

In the following year, Germanicus made great prepara¬ 
tions, witb a defign to purfue the war againftthe Germans, 
and revenge the death ofVarus, and the daughter of his le¬ 
gions. He had indeed no thoughts of attempting any thing 
till the fummer; but being informed that violent diflen- 
fions prevailed among the enemy, he refolved early in the 
fpring to make an irruption into the country of the Catti. 
Thefe inteftine broils, of which Germanicus refolved to 
take advantage, were occafioneu by the oppoflte parties of 
Arminius and Segeftes, the former the incendiary of Ger¬ 
many, and chief author of the infurredlioH in which Varus 
perilhed with his legions; the latter a lincere and faithful 
friend to the Piomans : he had even given Varus notice of 
the intended revolt, and advifed him to feize himfelf, Ar¬ 
minius, and the other chiefs, alfuring him, that, without 
their leaders, the multitude would not attempt any thing: 
but the Roman general defpifed 'his advice. Segeftes, 
tlough forced to join his countrymen in that general revolt, 
yet remained at conftaut variance with Arminius ; and, at 
this time, their animofities were heightened by a domeftic 

Suet, ui Tiber, cap. *6—;6. $"acit, ibid. 
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quarrel, Arminius having forcibly carried away the daugh¬ 
ter of Segeftes, named Thufneldis, and married her, though 
already betrothed to another. 

This rape gave rife to an open rupture between the two 
chiefs. Of this Germanicus no fooncr had intelligence, 
than he put four legions,.five thoufand auxiliaries, and fome 
German troops drawn fuddenly together, under the com¬ 
mand of Csecina, ordering him to fcour the country. He 
himfelf, at the head of as many legions, and a numerous 
body of allies, advanced with incredible expedition into the 
country of the Catti; and, falling upon the enemy before 
they were apprifed of his march, put vafl numbers of them 
to the fword. Moft of their youth efcaped by fwimming 
over the Adrana (D), and attempted to prevent the Ro¬ 
mans from laying a bridge over that river: their efforts 
proving unfuccefsful, fome of them fubmitted to Germant- 
cus 5 but the greater part, abandoning their villages, took 
refuge in the woods; fo that the Romans, without oppo- 
fition, laid wade the open country, fet fire to their dwel¬ 
lings, laid Mattium (E) their capital in allies, and then 
marched back to the Rhine. The Cherufci alone made 
fome motions, as if they defigned to affift the Catti, and 
fall upon the Romans in their retreat •, but were reftrained 
by Caecina, who, with his army of obfervation, moved from 
place to place, and had even defeated the Marfi (F), who 
had ventured to engage him *. 

Germanicus had fcarce reached his camp, when deputies 
arrived from Segeftes, praying relief for that faithful friend 
to the Romans agaitift his and their declared enemy Armi¬ 
nius, who had befieged him in his camp. At the head of 
this embaffy was Segimundus, the fon of Segeftes, whom, 
though he had formerly revolted from the Romans, Germa¬ 
nicus received with great kindnefs; but fent him, as he 
could no longer depend upon his fidelity, under a ftrong 
guard, to the frontiers of Gaul (G). 


* Tacit, ibid. cap. 56. 


(D) The Adrana, now the 
Eder, riles in Upper Hefle, wa¬ 
ters the county of Waldeckand 
■Lower-Hefle, and falls into the 
Fulda, or Fulden, two miles 
above Caffel. 

(E) Mattium is fuppofed to 
have flood where Marpurg is 
now fituated. 

(F) Part of Weflphalia, and 
*f the bifhoprick of Paderbom, 


were, according to moft of our 
modern geographers, the an¬ 
cient habitation of the Marfi. 

(G) Segimundus had been 
greatly favoured by the Romans, 
and by them appointed prieliot 
the altar of the Ubii; but when 
his countrymen revolted, he rent 
the facerdotal tiara, and fled to 
the revolters. 
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The Roman general readily complied with his requeft, 
led back his army without delay to the relief of Segeftes, 
engaged the befiegers, put them to flight, and refeued that 
faithful friend out of the hands of his inveterate enerfiy. 
On this occafloii the Romans took a great many prifoners, 
among whom was Thufneldis, the wife of Arminius, and 
daughter of Segeftes, who had been the chief occafion of 
the prefent rupture between the two illuftrious families. 
She was then pregnant, and feemed to be concerned only 
for the fate of her unhappy babe, deftined to be bom in 
flavery. She bore her own captivity with the intrepidity 
of a true heroine, without {bedding a tear, or uttering a 
word in the ftyle of a fuppliant. Among the booty were 
found Roman fpoils taken from Varus, and his flaughtered 
legions, and divided among thofe who were now prifoners. 

Arminius being put to flight, Segeftes thought it his duty 
to wait upon his deliverer. Accordingly, from a confidence 
in his fincere attachment to the Roman intereft, he appear¬ 
ed before Germanicus, without betraying the leaft fear, 
and addrefiing him with a majeftic air, enumerated, with 
great modefly, the fervices he had rendered the republic, 
which had drawn upon him the hatred of Arminius i offer¬ 
ed his mediation for the German nation, if they would ra¬ 
ther choofe to fubmit than be deftroyed ; and earneftly re¬ 
commended to his known clemency his fon and daughter, 
intreating him to forgive the former the error he had been 
guilty of in his youth, more out of imprudence than malice, 
and to confider the latter rather as the daughter of Segeftes 
than the wife of Arminius. Germanicus replied, with his 
ufual good-nature and humanity, promjfing to take his fon, 
daughter, and all his relations, under his prote&ion, afligned 
him a fafe retreat in one of the neighbouring provinces 
Jong fince fubjeft to Rome, and then returned with the 
army to his former camp, where the wife of Arminius was 
delivered of a male child r. 

In the mean time Arminius, more enraged than ever for 
the lofs of his wife, whom he tenderly loved, and the fate 
of tiis child, doomed to be born in captivity, flew about the 
country of the Cherufci, inflaming that warlike nation 
againft Segeftes and Germanicus. His credit, and the in¬ 
vectives he was conftantly uttering againft the Romans, 
roufed not only the Cherufci, but all the neighbouring na¬ 
tions : Inguiomerus, one of the chief lords of the country, 
hitherto a friend to the Romans, and in high credit with 
them, though uncle to Arminius by the father’s fide, was 

' i Tacit, ibid. cap. 5;, 58, 
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drawn into the confederacy, and prevailed upon to declare 
for his nephew, and join him with ail his friends and depen¬ 
dents. Germanicus, upon intelligence of this powerful con¬ 
federacy, that he might not be obliged to engage fuch nu¬ 
merous forces united, refolved to make a diverfion ; and 
with this view detached Cascina, at the head of forty Ro¬ 
man cohorts, to the river Amifia, now the Ems, through 
ihe territories of the Bru&eri, The cavalry took another 
route, under the condudt of Pedo, who led them by the 
confines of the Frifians. 

Germanicus embarked the four remaining legions on a 
neighbouring lake, and tranfported them by rivers and ca¬ 
nals to the place appointed for the general rendezvous on 
the banks of the Amifia, where the three bodies met. The 
Chauci, as the legions pafied through their country, joined 
them: the Brudteri, upon the approach of Germanicus, 
attempted to fet fire to their houfes, and retire ; but; were 
reftrained by Stertinius, who had the good fortune to find, 
in the country of the Bru&eri, the eagle of ihe nineteenth 
legion, loft in the overthrow of Varus. The army, now 
united, purfued their march to the fartheft borders of the 
Brufteri, and laid wafte the whole country between the 
rivers Luppias and Amifia, that is, the Lyppe and the Ems. 
As the foreft of Teutoburgium (H) was not far from the 
place where the bones of Varus,and the three legions flaugh- 
tered with him, were faid to lie unburied, Germanicus, 
touched with compailion for their unhappy fate, refolved to 
march thither, and pay them the laft offices. Accordingly 
Caecina was detached to clear the way, to examine the 
avenues leading to the foreft, and lay bridges over marlhy 
places. The reft of the army followed, and marching in 
good order, entered the gloomy foreft, where they foon dif- 
covered the ruins of two Roman camps, the one very fpa- 
eious, and capable of containing three legions, the other 
much lefs in circumference, which they concluded had 
ferved for a place of retreat for the fmall number of legion¬ 
aries who had efcaped the firft day’s llaughter. The ram¬ 
parts of both were half ruined, and the ditches almoft filled 
up. The plains were covered with bleached bones, fome 


_ (H) The foreft of Teutobur- 
Eium, now Teutebeig, lay in 
Weftphalia, between the Ems 
and the Lyppe. The prefent 
inhabitants pretend to ftiew the 
very fpot where Varus with his 
legions was cut off It is a 


plain in the neighbourhood of a 
fmall town called Horn, and is 
known by the name of Win- 
feldt, which it took, they fup- 
pofe, from the Germans win¬ 
ning the field. 
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feparate, fome in heaps, as thofe unhappy men chanced to 
fall fingly, or in bodies. In the adjacent groves were feen 
altars, where the barbarians had facrificed to their gods the 
tribunes and chief centurions, whom they had made pri¬ 
soners. On the trees furrounding the altars were placed 
the fkulls of thofe unhappy vi£tims (I). So many doleful 
obje£b awakened in the hearts of the Romans a tender com¬ 
panion for the fate of their countrymen, and an eager defire 
of appealing their manes with the daughter of an enemy fo 
cruel and inhuman. With thefe fentiments they carefully 
c<jlle£led the fcattered bones ; and having dug a deep trench, 
buried them there, Gcrmanicus laying the firft turf on the 
common tomb ®. 

tttyaJ- Having paid the laft offices to their friends, they aban- 
‘vance doned that folitude, difmal to their fight and memory ; and, 
againft Ar- £ u jj re f entmentj advanced againft the author of fo many 
’ evils, who retired, and encamped in an advantageous port 
clofe to the woods. The Roman general followed, and 
coming up with him, ordered his cavalry to advance and 
•who gains diflodge him. Arminius, at the approach of the Roman 
^wantage borfe, pretended to fly , but wheeling fuddenly, and at the 
but is dt- fame time giving the fignal to a body of troops, which he 
/sated. bad concealed in the fareft, they rulhed out upon the enemy . 

with fuch vigour, that the Roman cavalry began to give way. 
Germanicus immediately detached fome cohorts to their re¬ 
lief ; but they too were foon put in diforder, and broken, 
more by their own men who fled than by the enemy. Ar¬ 
minius taking advantage of the conftifion the Romans were 
in, redoubled his efforts, and would have forced them into 
a morafs, had not Germanicus advanced, at the bead of his 
legions, in order of battle Arminius, finding his men alinoft 
exhaufted, did not think it advifeablcto engage tbe frefh le¬ 
gions, and therefore retired in good order, leaving the Ro¬ 
mans mailers of the field- Germanicus, not judging it fafe 
to purfue the enemy through woods and forells, contented 
himfelf with this advantage, and returned with the army to 

* Tacit. Annal. lib. ii. cap, »6. 

(I) In Germanicus’s army- our eagles were taken : here 
there were fome who had fetv- Varus received his firft wound ; 
ed under V;,rus, and had the there he fell by his own 
good fortune to efcape the ge- hand : in that place Hood the 
neral {laughter; and thefe re- tribunal whence Arminius ha- 
lated the particulars of that tra- rangued his troops ; in this he 
gical event to the reft. “Here caufed gibbets to be eredled tor 
(faid they) the commanders of the execution of his captives, 
our legions were flam; there &c.” 
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the river Amifia. There he embarked with four legions, 
ordered Csecina to reconduft the other four by land, and 
fent the cavalry to the fea-fide, with orders to march to the 
Rhine. Though Csecina was to return through roads well 
known, yet Germa'nicus exhorted him to pafs with all poffi- 
ble fpeea the caufcway Called the Long Bridges (K). Not- 
withftanding every effort, Arminius arrived there before him. 
Thiscaufeway led through vaft marlhes, furrounded on all 
{ides with woods and hills, which gently rofe from the plain. 

Arminius had already filled the woods with his men, Cacitta it 
who, as foon as Csecina approached, rufhed upon him with attackti 
fuch fury, that the legions, not able to manage their arms /,y /irm ~ 
in the deep waters, and flippery ground, would, in all like- n,U! ’ 
lihood, have been entirely defeated, had not night put an 
end to the combat. The Germans, encouraged with their 
fuccefs, inftead of refrelhing themfelves with deep, em¬ 
ployed the whole night in diverting the courfes of the 
fprings rifing in the neighbouring mountains, and turning * 
them into the plains; fo that the Roman camp was on a 
fudden laid under water, and their works ruined. Under and re~ 
thefe circumftances, they paffed a moft melancholy night. duccd 
Csecina had ferved forty years, was well experienced in all 
the viciflitudes of war, and thence undaunted even in the 
greateft dangers. Having therefore calmly weighed every 
expedient proper for the prefent conjuncture, he at length 
refolved to attack the Barbarians next day, to drive them to 
their woods, and there keep them befieged, till the baggage 
and the wounded men had paffed the caufeway, and were 
out of the enemy’s reach. With this view, at break of 
day, he drew up his legions, placing the fifth in the right 
wing, the twenty-firft in the left, the firlt in the van, and 
the twentieth in the rear. But the legions poited on the 
wings, feized with a fudden panic, as foon as day appeared, 
deferted their ftations, and took poffeffton of a field beyond 
the marihes. Ctecina found it advifeable to follow them ; 
but the baggage being entangled in the mire, as he eroded 
the marfhes, and the foldiers about it in great difouler, Ar¬ 
minius feized this opportunity to begin the attack ; and, 
crying out, “This.is a fecond Varus, the fame fate attends 
him and his legfons,” he rufhed upon them,at the head of 
a chofen body with uncommon fury. As he had ordered 

(K) Tacitus tells us, that had penetrated before. This 
this caufeway was made by Lu- caufeway, according to Upfius, 
cius Domitius, who, according led croft the marihes between 
to that writer, led an army Over Lingen, Wedden, and Coever- 
t}ie Elbe, and advanced farther den, where fome remains of it 
into Germany than any Roman are ftill lying under water. 
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his men to aim chiefly at the enemy’s horfes, great num¬ 
bers of them were killed ; and the ground becoming ilip- 
pery with their blood and the flime of the marih, the reft 
either fell, or threw their riders, and galloping among the 
ranks, put them into diforder. 

Ctecina diftinguilhed himfelf in a very Angular manner j 
but his horfe being killed, he would have been taken pri- 
foner, had not the iirft legion refcued him. The rapacity 
of the enemy faved Ctecina and his legions from utter de- 
ftruftion j for while they were on the point of yielding, 
the Barbarians fuddenly abandoned them to feize the bag¬ 
gage. The Romans, during this refpite, ftruggled out of 
the marih, and, gaining the dry fields, formed, Vith all 
poflible fpeed, a camp, which was immediately fortified *. 

The legionaries, quite exhaufted, retired to reft them- 
felves after fo fatiguing a combat. But their repofe was 
foon interrupted by an accident, which filled the camp with 
alarm. A horfe having broke loofe, and frightened with 
the noife, as he ftrayed about, ran over fome who were in 
his way. This incident happening in the dark, raifed fuch 
a confirmation among the legionaries, that, imagining the 
Germans had broken into the camp, they all ran to the 
gate decumana, which was fartheft from the enemy, in 
order to make their efcape. Caecina, having difcovered the 
true caufe of this general uproar, endeavoured to flop the 
fug itives, alluring them, that their fear was quite ground- 
jets ; but none of them hearkening to him, he flung himfelf 
at length acrofs the gate- The awe and refpe£t they had 
for their general, reftrained them from running over his 
body, and put a flop to their flight; and, in the mean time, 
the tribunes and centurions convinced them, that it was a 
falfe alarm. Then Csecina, calling them together, declared, 
that they mull be indebted for their lives to their valour, 
but that their valour ought to be reftrained by conduct 5 that 
they mull keep clofe within their camp till the Germans at¬ 
tempted to ftorm it, and then make a fudden fally, break 
through the enemy, and purfue their march to the Rhine. 
This was the only expedient left for retrieving their glory, 
and faving their lives. 

In the mean time it was refolved in the German camp, 
purfuant to the advice of Inguiomerus, to attack the Roman 
entrenchments next morning, nobody doubting, except Ar- 
minius, that they might be eafily forced. That commander, 
no lefs pnident than brave, was for fullering the Romans 
quietly to depart, and attacking them on their march, when 

* Tacit. Annal, ibid. 
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embarrafied among forefts and marfhes: but the advice of 
Inguiomerus prevailing, as foon as it was light, the Ger¬ 
mans befet the camp, and, having filled the ditches, were 
already climbing up the ramparts, when Csecina ordered 
the fignal to be given to the cohorts, who, Tallying out 
with loud fhouts, fell upon the aflailants, and made a dread¬ 
ful flaughter of them, while they were fcaling the en¬ 
trenchments. The Germans, who imagined that few Ro- but art rt- 
mans were remaining, and had therefore promifed them- P» l Wt •** 
felves an eafy viftory, were fo furprifed and intimidated P“' ,§ 
at this fudden and unexpe£led attack, that they immedi- *’ 
ately betook themfelves to flight. The Romans purfued 
them, and made a dreadful flaughter of the fugitives. Ar* 
minius had the good fortune to efcape unhurt; but In¬ 
guiomerus was dangeroufly wounded. After this adiion, 
the Germans, as deftitute of condu£ in diftrefs, as void of 
moderation in profperity, appeared no more; fo that Cae- 
cina purfued his march unmolefted to the Rhine h . 

In the mean time a report being fpread, that the Roman Tht cau- 
forces were cut in pieces, and a German army in full march ragttus In¬ 
to invade Gaul, fome timorous partifans of Rome were for h ° v,our “f 
breaking down the bridge which the Romans had built over A S r 'Pt ,nm \ 
the Rhine near Treves; but Agrippina, who ftill continued 
in that city, not giving credit to the public report, oppofed, 
with a manly courage, the execution of this defign, and pre- 
ferved the bridge. She had foon the fatisfa&ion to fee the 
legions under Csecina, which were fuppofed to have met 
with the fame fate as thofe of Varus, arrive, much reduced, 
and extremely fatigued, but victorious. As they approached, 
this undaunted heroine went out with her fon Caligula to 
receive them; and. Handing at the head of the bridge, 
commended, as they pafled, their gallant behaviour, and 
returned them thanks for it in a molt obliging manner. In 
the abfence of her hufband, fhe difeharged all the duties of 
3 general, relieved the neceflities of the foldiers, preferibed 
medicines for the wounded, fupplied fome with cloaths, 
and to all extended the effefts of her unbounded generofity. 

This behaviour, however commendable, roufed the jealoufy Thr jtu- 
of Tiberius : “ It is not (faid he), againft foreigners only loufytf 
that fhe thus ftudies to win the affeCtions of t£e foldiery; Tiberiiu. 
fhe has already given manifeft proofs of her afpiring views, 
in carrying her child, the general’s fon, about the camp, in 
the habit of a common foldier, with the title of Caefar Ca¬ 
ligula- Sejanus, well acquainted with the diftruftful tem¬ 
per of Tiberius, had already entertained ambitious defigns, 

* Tacit. Anna!, lib. ii. cap. z6. Dio, lib. Ivii. p.6r j, be feq. 
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which he could not compafs without the deftru£lion of 
Germanicus’s family, inflamed with his groundlefs fug- 
geftions the emperor’s jealoufies, and fowed in his mind the 
fce’ds of an irreconciieable hatred againft Agrippina. 

Germanicus, having conveyed the four legions down the 
Amifia into the ocean, in order to return by fea to the 
Rhine, and finding that his veflels were overloaded, deli¬ 
vered the feCond and fourteenth legions to Publius Vitel- 
lius, one of his lieutenants, with orders to recondutt them 
by land. This march proved fatal to great numbers of 
them, who were either buried in the quick-fands, or fwal- 
lowed by the billows, and overflowing tide, to which they 
were ftrangers. Thofe who efcaped loft their arms, uten-. 
fils, and provifions, and fpent a melancholy night on an 
eminence, which they had gained. Next morning the land 
appearing after the tide of ebb, Vitellius, with a hafty 
inarch, reached the river Ufingis, which fome judicious 
critics take for the Hoerenfter, on which ftands the city of 
Groeningen. There Germanicus, who had reached that 
river with his fleet, again embarked the two legions, and 
conveyed them to the mouth of the Rhine, where they all 
returned to the city of the Ubii, or Cologne. 

Germanicus found in that city Segimerus, the brother of 
Segeftes, with his fon Sefithacus, who, having renounced 
the confederacy of their countrymen, were come to implore 
the clemency of the Romans, and enter into an alliance 
with them. The father, though one of the chief authors 
of the revolt, was kindly received by Germanicus 3 but it 
was with much difficulty that he confented to pardon the 
fon, who was faid to have infulted the dead body of the un¬ 
fortunate Varus. In this expedition Germanicus gained no 
great advantages, and loft many of his men. The greater 
part of thole who had efcaped fo many dangers returned 
without arms, horfes, and utenfils, half-naked, lamed, and 
unfit for i’ervice; but the fame of his name, and amiable qua¬ 
lities, having already filled the Gauls, Spain, and Italy, the 
inhabitants of thofe countries (trove who fhould be moil for¬ 
ward iniupplying him with arms, horfes, money, and what¬ 
ever was necefi'ary for the profecution of the war. Germa- 
isieus thanked them for their aeal •, but accepted only the 
horfes and arms'. 

Though • ! _ jealous emperor repined at the glory of the 
brave Germanicus, yet, glad of his fuccefs, he confirmed to 
him the title of imwrator, which the legions had beftowed, 
and decreed the triumphal honours to Aulus Csecina, Lu- 
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cius Aprohius, and Caius Silius, three of liis lieutenants, 
who had diftinguifhed themfelves in the courfe of the war. 

In order to conciliate the affedlions of the people, which Tiberias 
feemed to centre wholly in Germanicus, he adccted popu- affeHs pa- 
larity, rejecting the pompous titles ode; ed by the fenate, parity if 
relieving the diftreffed with great gencrofity, and eating the 
inhabitants of Rome, and the provinces, of feveral taxes 
with which they had been burthened by Auguitus. A le- 
nator, named Pius Aurelius, whofe houfc had fallen, ap¬ 
plied to the-fenate for relief. The pnetois of the treafury 
oppofed his fuit; but ncverthelefs '1 ibenus ordered him the 
price of his houfe. Propertius Celer, who had been prae¬ 
tor, defiring to refign tiie fenatorial dignity, as too bur- 
thenfome to his fmall eflate, Tiberius, upon information 
that his misfortunes were owing to his lather, prefented 
him with a thoufand great fefterces. The l iber having 
overflowed the lower parts of the city, he caufed the bed of 
that river to be cleaned ■, and appointed, according to Dio, 
five, according to Tacitus, only two magiftrates of the fena- 
tosial order, whofe foie bufinefs was to guard againft the 
overflowing of the'Tiber, and rellrain it within its banks. 

The provinces of Achaia and Macedon, begging to be eafed 
of their public burdens, were this year taken from the fe¬ 
nate, and given to the emperor. 

Thus Tiberius affe&ed popularity ; hilt neverthelefs did He re- 
not acquire the reputation of being truly popular, having vives the 
this very year revived the law of treafon or majelty with ma~ 

relation to libels or words j a law above all others execrable 
to the people, fince, by it, thofe who wrote or fpoke any 
thing reflecting on the emperor, were deemed guilty of 
high treafon. In the times of the republic, fays Tacitus, 
actions were puniflied, but words were free. Augultus was 
the firfl: who brought words under the penalty or this law ; 
and Tiberius, exafperated by fatirical veifes difperfed about 
the city, expofing his cruelty, his pride, and the mifundcr- 
llanding which already began between him and his mother, 
thought it neceflary to revive this dreadful law; a law 
which occafioncd, under him and his lucccflors, to much 
bloodflied in Rome, and all parts of the empire H . 

Several perlous were profecuted upon this law, the em¬ 
peror having, as he was naturally fufpicious and diflruftful, 
his fpies and emifiaries difperfed all over the city. Some Several 
of thefe accufed Falanius, a Roman knight, of having ad- per/ans ac~ 
nvitted into his houfe, where he had ercSed an altar in ho- cu i eil ! 
nour of Auguftus, among the other adorers of the deified ac i uUl1 


4 Tacit. Ann, lib. i. cap. 7*—74- 
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emperor, one Caflius, a pantomime, infamous for his de¬ 
baucheries. To this charge they added another; that, hav¬ 
ing fold his gardens, he had fold with them the ftatue of 
Auguftus. Rubrius, another Roman knight, was charged 
with fwearing falfly by the divinity of Auguftus. Tibe¬ 
rius, fatisfied with having reftored this law to its former vi¬ 
gour, and by that expedient checked the freedom of fpeech, 
and the licentioufnefs of libellers, would not allow any 
punilhment to be inflifted on the pretended criminals. 

It was not long, however, before he plainly Ihewed, that 
he defigned to take notice of fuch informations; Granins 
Marcellas, pnetor, or rather protractor, of Bithynia, being 
charged with high treafon of this nature by his own quaeftor 
Caepio Crifpinus, Tiberius flew into a violent pallion, and, 
in that fudden tranfport, was for condemning, without far¬ 
ther enquiry, the pretended criminal. Marcellus was ac- 
cufed of having fpoken difrefpe&fully of the emperor; and 
the accufer, to render his accufation more credible, col¬ 
lating whatever was moft deteftabie in the prince’s cha- 
rafter, repeated it as the expreflions of the accufed. He 
added, that Marcellus had placed his own ftatue higher 
than thofe of the Casfars ; and that, having taken the head 
from off the ftatue of Auguftus, he had placed the head of 
Tiberius in its*room. The emperor was fo enraged, that, 
no longer able to diffemble his refentment, he declared, 
that he would himfelf, in this caufe, give his vote openly, 
and upon his oath. Cneius Pifo then aiked him, “ In what 
place, Csefar, will you choofe to give your opinion ? If 
firft, I {hall have your example to follow; if laft, lam 
afraid I may difagree with you.” Thefe words ftung Tibe¬ 
rius ; neverthelefs he bore them patiently, being afhamed 
of his tranfport, and fuffered Marcellus to be acquitted of 
high treafon *. 

The diffenfions of the theatre, which had begun in the 
courfe of the preceding year, now broke out with great 
violence, and rent almoft the whole city into faftions and 
parties, fame prote&ing one player, and tome another ; nay, 
the oppofite parties often came to blows, and turned the 
playhoufe into a field of battle. In one of thefe frays, fe- 
vcral foldiers who attended in the play-houfe, and at the 
gate, to prevent diflurbances, were killed, and among them 
a.centurion; even the tribune of a prtetorian cohort was 
wounded, while he was endeavouring to fecure the magif- 
trates from infults, and to quell the licentious rabble. The 
fenate took this affair into confideration ; and feveral expe- 


" Tacit. Ann; lib. i. cap. 71, 74. 
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dients were propofed for preventing fuch riots. The ma¬ 
jority were for impowering the pnetors to fcourge the 
players, who, as was fuppofed, were the chief authors of 
tbefe tumults. But Haterius Agrippa, tribune of the peo¬ 
ple, oppofed this motion, alleging, that Auguftus had de¬ 
clared, that players fhould not be fcourged ; and, indeed, 
that emperor, who took great delight in fuch diverfions, 
had reftrained the power of punilhing the players f , which, 
by an ancient law, the magiftrates had, till that time, ex- 
ercifed over them, in all places and ages. Afinius Gallus, 
with great afperity, reprimanded the tribune for his oppo- 
fition; which, however, prevailed, out of refpeft to Au¬ 
guftus, whofe laws were to be inviolably obferved. 

In order to curb the infolence of the players, their wages 
were, by a decree of the fenate, curtailed: and it was 
moreover enacted, that no fenator ihould vifit a player; 
that no Roman knight Ihould be feen abroad in their com¬ 
pany ; and that they Ihould aft nowhere but in the theatre 
or public play-houfe s - The pnEtors were impowered to 
putiifti with baniftiment fuch of the fpeftators as Ihould 
raife the lead difturbance in the tlieatre. Thus was an end 
put for a time to thefe riots and tumults. 

In the couife of this year Tiberius difeharged the legacies 
which Auguftus had left to the people; but fullied the glory 
naturally arifmg from fo piaufible and popular an aftion, by 
another equally bafe and cruel. A facetious Roman advanc¬ 
ing one day to a bier as it palled, and addrefting himfelf to 
the deceafed, faid aloud, “ Remember to inform Auguftus, 
that the legacies which he left to thepeople, are not yet paid.” 
This pleafantry being related to Tiberius, he commanded 
the jefter to be brought to him ; and having paid his full 
demand, caufed him to be put to death immediately, telling 
him, that he Ihould go himfelf to Auguftus, fince he could 
give him frefher accounts than the deceafed s . However, 
a few days after, he paid the legacies *. The people intreat¬ 
ing him to eafe them of the tax of one per cent, eftablifhed 
at the end of the civil wars upon all vendible commodities, 
he declared, by an edift, that the fund for maintaining 
the army depended entirely upon this tax ; and that even 
then the republic would not be able to defray the vaft charges 
attending the final difmifiion of veterans before the twen¬ 
tieth year of their fervice. By this decree the conceflions 
made to the foldiery during the late fedition were implicitly 
revoked, and the men were obliged to ferve twenty years, 

f Suet, in Aug. cap. 4j. s Tacit. Ann. lib. i. cap. 7 6, 77. 

* Dio, lib. Ivii. p. fit 1. * Suet, in Tiber, cap, 57. 
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as before, inftead of fix teen fc ..-Thu8 Tiberius, while be 
was ftudyiug to gain the hearts of the people and foldiery, 
gave them juft motives to complain of his prefent, and to 
dre id his future behaviour. Let us now return to Germa- 
nicus. 

That brave prince fpent the winter, when Statilius Si- 
fenna Taurus, and Lucius Scribonius Libo were confuls, iii 
preparations for another expedition into Germany, having 
his heart wholly intent on the entireredinffion of-that coun¬ 
try. He weighed witli himfelf the methods he had hitherto 
pui fued in that war, the misfortunes and fuccefles which 
had attended him fince he firft undertook it} and finding, 
that the Germans were chiefly indebted for their fafety to 
their woods and marthes, to their ihort fummers and early 
winters, and that his own men fuffered more from their 
long and tedious marches than from the enemy, hercfolved 
to enter the country by fea, hoping, by that avenue, to be¬ 
gin the campaign earlier, and furprife the enemy. Having 
therefore built, with great difpatch, during the winter, a 
thoufand veftels of different forts, he, early in the fpring, 
ordered them to fall down the Rhine, appointing the Aland 
of the Batavians (L) for the place of general rendezvous, 
as the mod convenient for receiving the forces, and con- • 
veying them from thenCe to thofe parts of Germany which 
he deiigned to invade. Mean while, he detached Silius, 
one of his lieutenants, with orders to make a fudden irrup¬ 
tion into the country of the Catti } but be himfelf, upon 
intelligence that a Roman fort, upon the Luppias, was be- 
fieged by the enemy, haftened with fix legions to its relief. 
Silius was prevented, by fudden-rains, from doing more than 
taking fome fmall booty, with the wife and daughter of 
Arpus, prince of the Catti; neither did thofe who had in¬ 
verted the fort wait till Germanicus arrived, but, upon the 
news of his approach, breaking up the fiege, fled and dif- 
perfed. However, in their retreat, they overthrew the mo¬ 
nument lately rai£ed in bonour of Varus -and his legions, 
and alfo an altar formerly ere&ed to Drpfus. The altar 
Germanicus reftored, and performed, with the legions, the 
funeral ceremony of running round by t» the honour of his 
father, according to the ancient cuftom: he then fortified, 
until new works, the whole {pace between the forts which the 

k Tacit. Ann. lib. i. cap. 7*. 
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enemy had befieged, the Allifo, now the Yflel, and the 
•Rhine*. 

The fleet arriving at the ifland of the Batavians, the pro- 
vifions and warlike engines were put on board, and fent 
forward ; flaps were afligned to the legions and allies} and 
the whole army being embarked, the fleet entered the canal 
formerly cut by Drufus, and, from his name, called Folia 
Drufiana, or the canal of Drufus (M). Here the pious ge¬ 
neral did not forget to invoke the manes of his father, be- 
feeching him to encourage with his example, and infpire 
with wholefome counfels, his fon, who was following his 
footfteps. Hence he failed profperoully through lakes (N), 
and the ocean, to the Amifia or Ems ; and, having landed 
his troops at the mouth of that river, inarched directly to 
the Vifurgis or Wefer. While he lay encamped on the 
banks of that river, news were brought him, that the An- 
grivarii (O) had revolted. He forthwith difpatched a body 
of horfe, and light-armed foot, againft them, under the 
command of Stertinius, who, with fire and fword, fpread 
deflation throughout the country. In the mean time, the 
famous Arminius, being informed of Germanicus’s delign, 
appeared on the oppofite bank of the Vifurgis (P), at the 
head of the Cherufci, determined to difpute the paflage of 
the river. 

However, before hoftilities began on either fide, he afleed, 
whether Germanicus was arrived; and, being anfwered that 
he was, he begged permiffion to fpeak with his brother, who, 

1 Tacit. Annal. lib. ii. cap. 25. 

(M) The Fofla Drufiana was Tacitus informs us; but, at 

a canal cut by Drufus, to con- this time dwelt, as is manifeft 
vey the waters of the Rhine in- from the paflage before us, be- 
to the Sala, now the Sale, and tween the Amifia and Vifurgis. 
from thence through the Lake Some modern geographers think 
Flevus into the ocean. It ex- they pofiefled part ot the pre¬ 
tended eight miles, from the fent province of Overyflel, of 
prefent village of Ifeloort to the the county of Benthem, and of 
town of Doelburg. the diocefe of Paderborne. 

(N) From this, and feveral (P) The Vifurgis, asLipfius 

other paflages in Tacitus, it is obferves, in this place, is chiefly 
manifeft, thar, in former times, indebted to Tacitus for it* 
there were feveral lakes, in this fame, and Tacitus for his to 
country, though, at prefent, the Vifurgis ; for, in a monaf- 
there is but one, called, in the tery on this river, were found 
language of the country, the the five firft books of his Annals, 
Zuider fee. ■ . after they had been long looked 

(O) The Angrivarii had of- upon as loft, 
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uridet; the name of Flavius, had long ferved in the Roman 
army, and Had loft an eye in fighting under Tiberius. His 
requeft being granted, Flavius advanced; and Arminius, 
having firft faluted him, and ordered his own attendants to 
withdraw, defired, that the Roman archers, who were 
drawn upclofe to the bank of the river, might likewife re¬ 
tire. When they were removed, “ How came you, bro¬ 
ther, by this deformity in your countenance ?” faid Armi¬ 
nius. Flavius having told him in what place, and battle, 
he had loft his eye ; “ And what reward (aiked Arminius) 
have you received for fo dangerous a wound ?” “ In- 

creafe of pay, (anfwered Flavius), a crown, a chain, and 
other military giftswhich Arminius treating with deri- 
fion, and ftyling the vile wages of flavery, a warm conteft 
arofe between the two brothers: the one extolled the great- 
nefs of the Romans, the power of the emperor, the unhappy 
condition of the conquered, the Roman clemency to fuch 
as fubmitted, the kind treatment of the wife and fon of Ar¬ 
minius. The other urged the rights of their common coun¬ 
try, their ancient liberty, the gods of their anceftors ; be- 
feeching him, by their common mother, not to prefer the 
name of a traitor, of a betrayer of his friends, relations, 
and country, to that of their general and commander. 
By degrees they came to reproaches, and, though parted by 
the river, would have proceeded to blows, had not Sterti- 
nius reftrained Flavius, who called for his horfe and ar¬ 
mour. On the oppofitc bank, Arminius, inflamed with 
rage, was heard to utter dreadful threats, and menace the 
Romans, as he departed, with an approaching battle; for 
with his native language he mingled many Latin words, 
which he had learnt while he ferved as general of his coun¬ 
trymen in the Roman armies ". 

Next day the German armyappeared on the oppofite bank 
of the Vifurgis, in order of battle: but Germanicus, not 
thinking it advifeable to attack them, ordered the horfe to 
ford over, under the condudt of Stertinius and ALmilius, 
who, to divide the enemy's forces, crofled the river in dif- 
tant places. At the fame time Cariovalda, leader of the 
Batavians, palled where it was mod rapid} but being drawn 
into an amhufcade by the enemy, and furrounded on all 
fides, he fell, under a fliower of darts, while he was, with 
incredible bravery, attempting to break through the enemy’s 
numerous battalions Many of the Batavian nobility fell 
round him; the reft were laved by their own bravery, or 
by the cavalry of Stertinius and Afmilius, who, upon the 
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•ferft notice of their danger, flew to the relief Of their dif- 
trefled allies. Germanicus having, during this fkirmifh, 
palled the Vifurgis without moleftation, was informed by a 
deferter, that Arminius, being joined by feveral German 
nations, had refolved to attack his camp by night. In con- 
fequence of this information, the Roman general fent out 
parties to reconnoitre, who, upon their return, reported, 
that they had heard a great noife of men and horfes, and 
difcerned the enemy!s fires in a neighbouring wood. Ger¬ 
manicus, no longer doubting that they defigned to venture 
a decifive battle, refolved to learn in perfon the real fenti- 
ments of the foldiery: with this view he, in the beginning 
of the night, went out of the prsetorium, in difguife, with 
one attendant •, and, liftening from tent to tent to the dif- 
courfes of the men at their meals, had the fatisfa£lion to 
hear his own praifes in every one’s mouth, and the foldiers 
encouraging each other to exert themfelves in the approach¬ 
ing battle, from gratitude to fo deferving a general. While 
• Germanicus was thus employed, one of the Germans, who 
fpolte Latin, riding up to the Roman entrenchments, of¬ 
fered, in the name of Arminius, to every deferter, a wife, 
land, and one hundred fefterces a day, as long as the war 
laded. This offer the legions confidered as an affront; 
and, full of rage and refentment, “ Let day come, (faid 
they), we will feize their lands ; we will take, not receive, 
German wives ” About the third watch the enemy ap¬ 
proached ; but finding the Romans prepared to receive them, 
they retired, without difcharging a dart. 

Early next morning Germanicus, having affembled his 
troops, acquainted them with his defign, to terminate fo te¬ 
dious and fatiguing a war by a decifive battle: he made 
them fenfible of their advantage over the enemy, both as to 
their arms, and manner of fighting 5 reprefented the Ger¬ 
mans as men of a frightful afpecfd, and violent in the be¬ 
ginning of a battle, but difheartened with wounds, unaf- 
fefted with their own difgrace, unconcerned for their gene¬ 
ral, cowards in diftrefs, in profperity defpifers of all divine 
and human laws. Finally, he exhorted his men by one ge¬ 
nerous effort to enable him to conquer in thofe very coun¬ 
tries where his father and uncle had conquered. His ha¬ 
rangue infpired the whole army with great ardour, which 
tvas expreffed with the loudeft acclamations. Neither did 
Arminius, and the other German chiefs, negledt to ani¬ 
mate their countrymen, and encourage them either to main¬ 
tain, by their bravery, the liberty they had received from 
their anceftors, or to prevent flavery by a glorious death. 
Having thus enflamed their courage, they led them into a 
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plain called Idiftavifus (Q^), bounded on £he -one fide by 
the Vifiirgis, and, on the other, by a ridge of hills. Be¬ 
hind this plain was a foreft of tall trees, thick of branches 
above, but clear of bufltes below. The Germans were all 
drawn upon the plain, and at the entrance of the foreft, ex¬ 
cept the Cherufci, who were polled on the hills, and or¬ 
dered to fall upon the Romans in the heat of the fight. 

Germanicus had fcarce entered the plain, with his troops 
in battle-array, when he obferved the Cherufci, impatient of 
Germani- delays, pouring down from the hills. He forthwith com- 
cusengages manded a chofen body of horfe to charge them in Hank, 
t t tnimj. an< j j at t h e f ame time, detached Stertinius, with the reft of 
the cavalry, ordering him to wheel about, and fall upon 
their rear. In the mean time, the Roman infantry ad¬ 
vancing, attacked the enemy in front with fuch Vigour, that 
the Germans, not able to (land the {hock, immediately gave 
ground. Thofe who were polled at the entrance of the fo¬ 
reft, lied to the plain, and thofe in the plain took Iheltcr in 
the foreft. The Cherufci alone maintained the fight, en¬ 
couraged by the example of the valiant Arminius, Who, 
though wounded, would have broken through the Roman 
archers, had not the auxiliary cohorts of the Rhtetians, Vin- 
delicians, and Gauls, haftened to their relief. However, 
by his own valour, and the fwiftnefs of his horfe, he ef- 
caped the prefent danger, having firft dyed his face with 
his own blood, to avoid being known. Some writers have 
related, that the Chauci, who ferved in the Roman army, 
fullered him to retire unmolefted. The fame bravery, or 
connivance, facilitated the efcape of luguiomerus : the reft 
were ei ' lier CUt in P ieces ’ 0f Browned in attempting to 
manidt- f wim ac . rofs the Vifurgls. The llaughter lafted from morn- 
fiaitd? * n R to n ’Sbt, and the Country was covered ten miles round 
with arms and dead bodies. Ihe Romans were no fooner 
returned from the purfuit than Germanicus, aferibing the 
whole glory of fo remarkable a viitory to Tiberius, under 
whole aufpices he had fought, caufed him to be proclaimed 
emperor on the field of battle, and, railing a mount, placed 
upon it, as trophies, the arms of the enemy, inferibed un¬ 
derneath with the names of the conquered nations ”. 

n Tacit. Anna), lib. i. 

.(QJ Liplius, who Purveyed a village called Vegefack, about 
With great care, and no lefs two German miles from the city 
pleafure, the places here de- of Bremen, and extends a great 
icribcd by Tacitus, takes the wav towards the fea, between 
plain called by him Idiftavifus a ridge of hills and the Wefer. 
to be that plain which begins at 
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The Germans, though vanquifhed, and already deter¬ 
mined to abandon their country, and feek for flielter be¬ 
yond the Albis or Elbe, were fo enraged at the railing of 
this mount, which they looked upon as an infuft not to be' 
borne, that, forgetting their wounds and misfortunes, they 
ran to arms again ; the common people, the nobility, young 
and old, all in a confufed body, ruftred fuddenly upon the They fall 
Romans, like men in defpair; and put them, as they were umxpea- 
on their march, and under no apprehenfion of an enemy, 
into fome diforder. Being repulled, they encamped in a emaat ‘ 
plain (hut in between a river and a foreft; the forelt was 
furrounded by a deep marlh, except on one fide, which 
was inclofed by a broad rampart railed formerly by the 
Angrivarii, as a barrier between them and their neighbours 
the Cherufci. In this plain the enemy polled their infantry, 
concealing their cavalry among the neighbouring groves, 
that they might fall upon the tear of the Roman army, as 
foon as they had entered the forelt. Germanicus, being A fecund 
•informed of their delign, ordered Seius Tubero, one of his battle. 
lieutenants, to enter the plain at the head of the cavalry; 
his infantry he divided into two bodies, commanding the 
one to attack the enemy in the wood, and leading the other 
in perfon to force the rampart, 'i he foot, that, fought on 
even ground, broke eafily in ; but the attack of the ram¬ 
part coll Germanicus dear, the Germans defending it with Gallant 
great boldnefs and intrepidity. However, having at length b hamwur 
taken the rampart, he ente.red the wood at the head of the c> ,heG,r ~ 
praetorian cohorts, and there made a moll dreadful havock mant ' 
of the enemy, who could not, for want of room, manage 
their long fpears : neverthelefs, they made a molt vigorous 
refiftance, and difputed the ground inch by inch. Armi- 
nius did not, on ibis occafion, exert his ufual activity, be¬ 
ing difabled and weakened by a wound he had received ; 
but Inguiomerus, with great intrepidity, flew about the 
ranks, animating his countrymen more by his example than 
bywords. Germanicus, that he might be known, pulled off 
his helmet, and encouraged his men to purfue the daughter: 

“ No. quarter (he cried); we want no captives; nothing 
hut an utter deftrudlion of thefe perfidious nations will put 
an end to the war.” 

However, as the day was already far advanced, he de¬ 
tached a legion to forfn a camp for bis weary troops; but • 
the reft continued the (laughter till night, when they retir- 7^ 
ed glutted with the blood of the enemy. This fecond vie- mam da- 
tory was entirely owing to the foot (R), for the horfe ftaitd. 

fought 

(R 1 Germanicus, having, his vidlorious trootis, of the 
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fought with doubtful fuccefs. fie afterwards detached Stef-*, 
tinius againft Angrivarii, who, 'by an immediate fubmiffion, 
preventedthe calamities that threatened them. Germani- 
cus, no lefs compaffionate than brave, pardoned them 
without referve, and fullered tliem to live quietly accord* 
ing to thqir own laws, under the protection of Rome *. 

Germantcus, with the reduction of the Angrivarii, ter¬ 
minated the campaign, fending fome of the legions back in¬ 
to winter-quarters by land, and embarking himfelf with the 
others on the Amifia, in order to return by fea. The ocean 
proved at firft very calm, and the wind lavourable; hut a 
fudden llorm a riling, the fleet, confiding of a tboufand 
veflels, was difperfed ; fome of them were fwallowed by 
the waves, others dallied in pieces againft the rocks, or 
driven upon remote and inhofpitable iflands, where the 
men either peri (lied with famine, or lived upon the flelh of 
the dead horfes, with which the fhore was ftrewed; for, in 
order to lighten their veflels, and dilengage them from the 
flioals, they had been obliged to throw overboard their,, 
horfes, and beafts of burden, nay, even their arms* and 
baggage. The gaily of Germanicus alone landed on the 
coafi of the Chauci, where the humane general, deeply af¬ 
fected with the misfortunes of his fellow-foldiers, wander¬ 
ed day and night ahout the rocks and promontories, in hopes 
of deferying ioine of the difperfed veflels. As none of them 
appeared, be was heard accufmg himfelf as the author of 
this dreadful difafter; and, diffracted with grief, be would 
have thrown himfelf headlong imo the deep, had not he 
been reftrainqd by his friends and attendants. At length, 
to his infinite fatisfaclion, he difeovered part of the fleet 
returning, though in a very (battered condition, fome of 
the veflels being without oars, others without fails, ufing 
in their (lead the foldiers cloaks ; many were quite difabled, 
and towed by mill as had fu fie red lefs damage. The latter 
he caufed to be immediately repaired, and difpatched them 
to the neighbouring iflands in quell: of his difperfed le¬ 
gionaries. By thei’c means the greater part of them were 
at length collected. The Angrivarii, who had lately fub- 

* Tacit. Ann. lib. ii. 


formed a monument, with this menr.” He made no men- 
^ jnlcriptum : “ To iVia-s, to Ju- tion of'himfelf, either to avoid 
piter, and to Augutlua, the giving umbrage to Tiberius, or 
army of Tibet. us Cjelar, hav- hecauie he thought the record¬ 
ing entirely vacquifheJ the na- ing of the fact a fufficient teiti- 
' tions between the Rhine ar.d the moay of his valour and con- 
viibis, ccnfeeraies this mouu- duct. 
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. mhted, to give Germanicus, on this occafion, an undoubt- Ruovtrt 
ed proof of their fidelity, redeemed many, who had been many of hit 
made captives by their neighbours. Some, who had been 
driven into Britain, were generottfly fent back by the petty 
kings, who at that time reigned in this iiiand * (S). 

Upon the news of this wreck, the Catti, affuming frefh 
courage, ran.to arms; but Caius Silius, detached againft 
them with thirty tboufand foot and three thoufand liorfe, 
kept them in awe. Germanicus himfelf, at the head of a Uvadet 
more numerous body, made a bidden irruption into the the «»»• 
country of the Marfi (T), where he was informed by one 
Malovendus, who had onee commanded tiieir troops, bin rf ^' tr “ U 
had lately taken part with the Romans, that the eagle of one of 
one of Varus’s legions was concealed in a neighbouring Paros's 
grove, and guarded only by a fmall body of troops. This ea S les - 
intelligence filled Germanicus with joy : he immediately 
fent two detachments, one to face the enemy, and draw 
them from their poll, the other to fall upon their rear, and 
recover the eagle. Succefs attended both ; and the Roman 
gerferal, having ravaged the enemy’s country, brought back 
the eagle in triumph: he then returned to the frontiers 
of Gaul, and there put his troops into winter-quarters, 
having, by this glorious and fuccefsful expedition, retrieved, 
in fome degree, the glory of the Roman name, and ba¬ 
lanced his late misfortune at fea *. He hoped, in one cam¬ 
paign more, to complete the reduflion of Germany ; and, 
in order to keep up the fpirit of the foldiery, and encourage 
them to purfue with alacrity that great work, he made 
good, at his own expence, all the lodes they had fuflained 
in the late ftorm, caufing as much to be paid to each le¬ 
gionary as be had loft. 

But in the mean time Tiberius, jealous of the great fame He is re - 
and reputation which his nephew had acquired by his re- *r 
peated victories over the Germans, and Isis popularity, re- ’ er ““‘ 


Y Tacit. Ann. lib. ii. 

(S) Tacitus tells us, that thofe 
who came from difiaet coun¬ 
tries related wonders at their 
return, and entertained their 
comrades with ft range accounts 
of violent whirlwinds, of birds 
never heard of before, of fea- 
monfters, which, from their 
ambiguous forms, appeared to 
be a new fpccies between men 
and beads. 


* Idem lib. ii. cap. 1 5. 

(T) Before the canal, was 
cut by Drains, the Marfi in¬ 
habited part of the territories of 
Vclatve and Zutphen, * where 
the prefetn cities ot Ainhciro, 
Grolle, and Breiiefort, lland : 
hut afterwards they fettled be¬ 
tween the Rhine and lf*b», and, 
in proceis of time, changed 
the name of Marti for that of 
Mariaci, or Marfatti, 
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folyedto feparste him from his- old and faithful legions, 
With this view, he prefled him by frequent letters to return 
to Rome, and enjoy the triumph decreed him : he urged, 
that he had already undergone fufficient dangers; that 
though fuecefs had attended him, yet he had fuftained 
great lofles, which indeed were owing to no fault of his, 
but to the winds and waves ; that he himfelf, having been 
fent nine times into Germany by Auguftus, had, more by 
policy than force of arms, brought the Sicambri into fub- 
jefiion, and drawn the Suevi, and Maroboduus king of the 
Marcomanni, to conclude a peace with Rome: he added, 
that the Cherufci, and other barbarous nations, now the 
Romans had been fully revenged on them, might l)e left 
to purfue their domeltic feuds, and deftroy one another. 
Germanicus, in anfwer to the emperor's letters, earneftly 
intreated him to grant him one year more to complete his 
conqueft, fince the enemy were already concerting meafures 
for obtaining peace. Tiberius was inflexible: in order 
therefore to intice him home, heoffeied him a fecond con- 
fulfhip, adding, that, it the war was ftill to be purfued,*he 
ought to have fome regard for his brother Drufus, and not 
. ingrofs all the glory to himfelf; that Rome had at prefent 
no other enemies to wage war with but the Germandf^nd 
Diufus no other field of glory but Germany, Germanicus 
knew that thefe were but fpecious pretences, fuggefted by 
envy, to rob him of the glory he was likely to require by- 
another campaign ; however, finding it was in vain to per- 
StUeutfor fift, he complied; and, leaving Germany, fet out for 
* Rome with his wife and children Before we fpeak of 

the reception he met with from Tiberius, and the Roman 
people, we (hall give a fuccirnR account of what paffed • 
in the metropolis, while he was fignalizing himfelf in. 
Germany 

• ^ad in the foregoing year revived the law of ma- 

LiboDru- jefty. Upon this law Libo Drufus was now tried, con- 
of hipn £ emne d> alK * i iis e ^ ;lte divided among his accufers. Lucius 
trea/cn. hcribomus Libo Drufus was defeended of the Scribonian 
family, one of the moft iliuftrious in Rome, great grand- 
fon of 1 ompey the Great, nephew of Scribonia, once the 
wife of auguftus, nearly related to the Csefars, and no¬ 
way inferior in nobility to the reigning houfe. His high 
quality rendered him obnoxious to Tiberius, a jealoufy 
w_ich a fenator, named Ftrmius Catus, being apprifed of, 
reiolved to gain the emperor’s favour, bv giving him a 
plaufibly pretence to deliver himfelf from his fears? With 

• T*$it. Ann. lib. ji. cap. 26. 
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view, having iijflnuated bnpfelf into tjic favour of the 
Unwary yputh, by flattering bis bop.es trpd ambition, and 
conftantly magnifying the nobility' ,of bis family, he pre¬ 
vailed upon him to coofult the Chaldeans and magicians, 
whether he fhould not be one day veiled with the fove- 
reign power, to which he had as good a claim, faid the 
treacherous Firmius, as the family of Tiberius, who enjoy¬ 
ed it. ' ** 1 

This was fuflicient putter for a charge of high treafon; M,flcd an i 
and accordingly Firmius immediately acquainted the cm- betrayed by 
peror, by means of Flaccus Vefcularius, a Roman knight, F,rm ’** 
who had free accefs to him, with the pretended crimes of Catui ' 
the unhappy youth, whom he had bafely infnared with 
fpecious delufions. Tiberius, though overjoyed at this in¬ 
formation, refufed the accufer a private audience, intimat¬ 
ing, that tbe communication might be ftill carried on by the ' 
fame Flaccus ; and accordingly Firmius, by his means, in¬ 
formed the emperor of all Libo’s fteps and words 5 for the 
young man, deluded by the predictions of the Chaldteuns 
ainl aftrologers, began now to entertain thoughts of foaring 
above the rank of a private citizen. 

In the mean time Tiberius, with the deepeft diffimula- Tiberius’/ 
tionj preferred Libo to the pratorfliip, entertained him at ‘‘“P d ^" 
his table, and familiarly converfed with him, without be- mu atUin ‘ 
traying tbe leaft refentment either in his words or counter 
nance. At length Libo having recourfe to one Junius, who 
pretended, by charms, and the fuperflitious rites of the 
magicians, to call up the infernal {hades, and learn of them 
future events, the magician difeovered this circumftance to 
b ulcinius Trio, a famous informer, who immediately haf- 
tening to the copfuls, imparted the whole to them, and de¬ 
manded that the fenate might meet forthwith to deliberate 
upon an affair of fo much moment, and of fuch dangerous 
confcqnence to the Rate. The fathers, not doubting but 
Tiberius was at the bottom of this profecution, aflembled 
at the .time appointed, when Libo appeared in the habit of 
a fuppliant, and prefenting himfelf before Tiberius, who 
waspxefent, endeavouied, by his tears and entreaties, to 
excite his .compaffion. The emperor heard him with a 
countenance quite unmoved. Inftead of returning him any 
anfwer, he recited to the confcript fathers the charge againit 
Fun, and the names of the accufers, without betraying the 
leaft emotion of anger or refentment, or feeming either to 
lefien or magnify the crimes laid to his charge b . 

b Tacit. Ann- lib- ii. cap. 17.— si. Dio, lib. lvii. p. Sit. 
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Tien, four informers appeared .againft the criminal} 

Fonteiua Agrippa, 

gs 3 . 6 »tujfiiius, and produced fuch extravagant, toolife, 
stflAchimerical articles of accufation, as rather de&rved de- 
rifion than punifliment. The unhappy Libo, concluding 
that Tiberius was refolved upon his deftra&ron,.lagged .rise 
confcript fathers,, that they would defer till next nay rite 
final decifion of his caufe. His requeft being granted, he 
returned, to his own boufe 5 whence foon after hefentPub- 
' lius Quirinius tb folicit the emperor fn his behalf. Quiri- 
nius was nearly related to Libo, and in 1 great favour with 
Tiberius, having been formerly inftrumental in reconciling 
Caius Csefar to him while he lived in the ifland of Rhodes, 
of confequcnce the chief caufe of his returning into favour 
with Auguftus ; but, unmindful Of ancient obligations, he 
received Quirinius with great coldnefs, and returned him 
an anfwer, importing, that he muft apply to the fenate. 
This anfwer threw Libo into a deep melancholy; which, 
however, he diffembled, and directed a grand entertain¬ 
ment to be prepared, in order to pafs the laft night of his 
life in the company of his friends and relations. The ban¬ 
quet was fcarce begun, when a band of foldiers, forround- 
ing the hcrufe with dreadful cries, fo terrified the gflefts, 
that many of them, rifing from table, endeavoured to make 
their efcape. Libo, not doubting that they were fent to 
difpatch him, drawing his fword, offered it to his Haves, 
begging them to put an end to his unhappy life; but they, 
trembling, and Stunning the talk, fled with fuch hurry and 
confufion, that they overturned all the lights; and then 
"i^hq, .iii the dark, gave himfelf two mortal wounds. As 
be fell' and groaned, his freedmen ran in; and the foldiers, 
•feeiftg him dead, retired ; for they had been fent on pur- 
;jfefc to frighten him, fo as to make him lay violent hands 
bn .himfelf, Tiberius hoping by that contrivance to avoid 
the odium which he was appriled the execution of one of 
fee rifeft illuftrious citizens of Rome would refledl Upon his 
period and government. , ' 

■ ‘The charge, however, was carried on in theTenate, as if 

S d been Sill alive'; but the deceitful Tiberius at the 
time ■ ddcTarcd upon oath, that he would have inter* 
for his life, had he not prevented his clemency by 
ying himfelf. The deceafed yya$ by the fenatede- 
guiltyof high- treafon, and his eftate divided amongft 
his accufers : fuch of the informers as were of the fenato- 
rinl order (for the firft lords of the fenate were not aihamed 
to detafe themfelves to this vile office) were, without the 
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regular method of ele£tion, named praetors for the enfuing 
’ year. This was the moil effe&ual method for multiplying 
thefe pefts of the empire: they were raifed to the higheft 
ollices in the date, and the metropolis of the world often 
faw her public dignities bellowed as fpoils upon parricides 
for fpilling her bed blood. We may naturally conclude, 
that the fervile fenate did not let flip fo favourable an op¬ 
portunity of gaining the emperor’s favour, by branding the 
memory of the pretended criminal. They not only con¬ 
demned Libo, but they iffued a decree for driving aftrolo- 
gcrs, magicians, and the whole herd of fortune-tellers, out 
of Italy; nay, Lucius Pituanius, one of them whom Libo 
had probably confulted, was thrown headlong from the 
Tarpeian rock; and Publius Marcius, another of the fame 
profeflion, was by the confuls fentenced to death, and ex¬ 
ecuted accordingly without the Flquiline gate*. 

At the next meeting of the fenate, Quintus Haterius, 
formerly conful, and Odavius Fronto, who had ferved the 
, office of prtetor, moved, that a flop might be put to the ex- 
ceflive luxury which prevailed in the city ; and a law paflcd, 
forbidding the ufe of gold plate, and prohibiting men from 
wearing filks, which were then thought peculiar to women. 

Fronto went farther, and propofed, that the quantity of fil- 
ver plate, the expence of furniture, and the number of 
Haves, might be regulated ; but he was oppofed by Afinius 
Gallus, who, with plaufible arguments, defended the pre¬ 
vailing luxury. Befides, Tiberius did not approve of Fronto s 
motion; for, after Gallus had done fpeaking, he added, 
that it was not a feafon for reformation ; and that, if there 
was any corruption of manners, there would not be want¬ 
ing one to redrefs that evil; alluding thereby, no doubt, to 
himfeif, and his office of perpetual cenfor d . 

As it was common for the fenators to depart from the 
prefent debate, and offer, as their advice, whatever they 
judged conducive to the public welfare, Lucius Pifo, who Thtfret 
ftill retained the ancient Roman fpirit, and declared his fen- 
timents with great freedom, after having bitterly inveighed 
againfl: the corruptions of the ftate, particularly agannt the 
peftilent purfuits of the informers, who were daily arraign¬ 
ing and accufing all degrees of men, protefted, that he was 
relolved to leave Rome, and live in fome quiet and dittant 
corner of the country. He went out of the fenate j but 
Tiberius, though highly provoked, fmotbered his relent- 
ment, and, following Pifo, endeavoured to footh him with 
kind entreaties : he even condefcended to folicit his rela- 

e Tacit. Annal. lib. ii. cap. 33, 34 > 4 Tacit. Anna!, lib. ii. 
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tions to divert him with their prayers and authority from 
the refoiution he had taken ; and they prevailed. Pifo, not 
long after, gave another inftance of a fpirit truly Roman, 
in fuing, for a debt, one Urgulania, a woman of diftinc- 
tion, placed by the favour of Livia above the laws. Pifo 
fummoned her to appear before the praetor ; but fhe, def- 
pifing the citation, fled for refuge to the palace ; whence 
Pifo would have carried her by force before the prsetor, noc- 
withilanding the complaints of Livia, had not Tiberius, to 
prevent dilturbances, obliged her to comply, and at the 
fame time promifed, in civility to his mother, to attend the 
trial, and aflift her favourite. On the day appointed for 
the decifion of the caufe, the emperor left the palace, or¬ 
dering his guards to follow him at a diftance ; but walked 
fo flow, that before he reached the forum the trial was over, 
and Urgulania adjudged to pay the fum claimed by Pifo. 
The money wa6 immediately advanced by Livia, who, find¬ 
ing Pifo inflexible, and the emperor not inclined to oppofe 
him, was glad to redeem her favourite from the profeculion , 
of fuch a bold and refolute creditor * (U), 

The behaviour of Tiberius on this occafion was highly 
applauded by the Roman people, as was alfo his genciofity 
at this time towards fome neccffitous fenators, whom he en¬ 
abled to live fuitable to their rank. 

This year a Have of Poflhumus Agrippa, named Cle¬ 
mens, would have raifed great dilturbances in the Hate, and 
kindled a civil war in the bowels of Italy, had he not been 
timely prevented. As he was nearly of the fame age with 
his late mailer, and not unlike him in his perfon, be took 
upon him his name, and caufed ii to be reported in all parts 
by his emiffaries and aiTociates, ih.it Agrippa was ftill alive. 
This report raifed great tumults in many cities of Italy, and 
brought over to the pretended Agrippa numbers of people, 
fuch as are ever fond of public dilturbances and changes. 

It was even credited at Rome, and his fuppofed arrival at 
Oltia privately celebrated in the city by many people. Ti¬ 
berius, informed by his emiffaries of all that had paffed, 
was long in fufpence whether he fhould order his troops to 
march againlt the audacious Have, or fuffer the impolturc 


Tacit. & Dio, ibid. 


(U) Tacitus tells us, that the 
power of Urgulania was fo 
great, that fhe difdained to ap¬ 
pear as a witnefs in a certain 
caufe before the fenate ; fo that 
a prsetor was fent to examine 
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to vjtnifh of itfclf. On one hand, he was afhamed to be-t 
tray any fear of a vile flave ; and, on the other, he appre¬ 
hended the danger which might arife from the credulity of 
the people, if they were not foon undeceived. In this per¬ 
plexity he committed the whole affair to Salluftius Crilpus, 
whom he had employed to difpatch Agrippa. 

Crifpus chofe two of his clients, or, as forne write, two 
foldiers, in whom he could confide, and fent them to the 
fuppofed Agrippa with a conftderable fum, directing them 
to feign, that they believed him to be the true giandfon of 
Auguftus, to prefent him with the money, and to pretend 
a great zeal for his caufe. They executed his orders with 
great adarefs, and, finding that Clemens repofed in them 
an entire confidence, they privately afi'embled a proper band 
of men, feized and gagged him while his guards were Htisfiiztd 
afleep, and carried him without noife to the palace. When b J n ‘^vu-e 
he was brought before Tiberius, the emperor alked him, SaHuJUut 
(t How he was become Agrippa ?” “ Juft as you became 
Csefar,” anfwered Clemens. Though Tiberius had him patched 
wholly in his power, yet fo great was his fear or policy, privately. 
that he did not execute him publicly, but ordered him to 
be difpatched in a fecret part of the palace, and bis body 
to be privately conveyed away ; and though many of the 
emperor’s houfliold, and even knights and fenators, were 
faid to have affifted and fupported him with their counfels 
and fortunes, yet no farther enquiry was made after his ac¬ 
complices f . 

Germanicus arriving, with his wife and children in the Gtrmani- 
capital, was received by Tiberius with all pollible marks of eus how 
friendfhip and affection; he congratulated him on his paft 
dangers, feemed highly pleafed with his conduct, extolled er,us - 
his exploits, and, with the deepeft diflimulation, com¬ 
mended him to the fenate, as well deferving the greateft 
honours it was in their power to confer. A triumph was u e tri- 
decreeft him, in the confulate of Csecilius Rufus, and Lu- umphs. 
cius Pomponius Flaccus, on the twenty-fixtb day of May, 
over the Catti, the Angrivarii, the Cherufci, and all the 
German nations between the Rhine and the Albis, or the 
Elbe. The triumph, an honour now very uncommon, 
was performed with extraordinary magnificence. Before 
the triumphal chariot were carried reprelentations of moun¬ 
tains, rivers, and battles, and an incredible number of cap¬ 
tives loaded with chains, among whom were many of the 
German chiefs, "and the wife of Arminius, carrying in her 

. f _ Tacit. Annal. lib. ij. cap. 39, 40. Dio, lib. Ivii. p. 613. Suet, 
in Tiber. cap. »j. 
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arms her infant fon. But what above all enhanced the fia- 
tisfaflion of the beholders, was the extraordinary graceful- 
nefs of Germanicus’s perfon, and his chariot filled with hra 
five children, Nero, Drufus, and Caius, and his two daugh¬ 
ters, Agrippina and Drufilla. Tiberius, to render the fo- 
lemnity more complete, and the joy of the people more uni¬ 
versal, diftributed among them, in the name of Germani- 
cus, a large fum, three hundred fefterces a man, and 
named himfelf bis colleague in the confullbip for the enfu- 
ing year s . 

Notwithftanding all thefe demonftrations of kindnefs and 
afFe£Hon, the people ftill fufpedted his fincerity; and their 
joy was greatly allayed by the melancholy reflections, that 
popular favour had proved fatal to his father Drufus ; that 
his uncle Marcellus was fnatched from the people, who 
adored him, in the flower of his youth ; and that the fa¬ 
vourites of the Homan people bad ever been unfortunate, 
and fhort-lived. Indeed, their fears were not ill-grounded : 
for Tiberius, jealous of the glory of the young prince, and 
the high favour he was in both with the people and fbl- 
diery, was already refolved on his deftruftion. A favour¬ 
able opportunity foon offered, or rather was craftily framed 
by Tiberius, for removing from Rome the darling of the 
people. Archelaus, king of Cappadocia, had many years 
before incurred his difpleafure, by negledting to pay pro¬ 
per attention to him, during his retirement at Rhodes. This 
contemptuous omiffion the revengeful emperor remember¬ 
ed ; and therefore having enticed the king to Rome, by 
means of letters from his mother Livia, promifing him his 
pardon, provided he came in perfon to implore it, he not 
only received him with great haughtinefs, but caufed him to 
be accufed as a criminal in the fenate. As the crimes laid 
to his charge evidently appeared to be mere fiftions, he was, 
by the confcript fathers, declared innocent 5 but the unhappy 
prince, not able to brook fuch treatment, foon after either 
died of grief, or laid violent hands on himfelf, after having 
reigned fifty years h . Some time after, Cappadocia was re¬ 
duced to a Roman province, a circumftance which enabled 
Tiberius to abate the tax of one in the hundred upon all 
vendible goods, and reduce it to one in the two hundred ; 
which relief, however, the people did not Jong enjoy l . At 
the fame time died Antiochus, king of Comagene, and Phi- 
lopater, king of Cilicia; events which occafioned great 

sTac. Ann. lib. ii. cap. 41. Strab, lib. vii. p. >$', *9*. '■Tac. 
Ann. lib. ii. cap. 4a. Dio, lib. Ivii. p. Sij. Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xvii- 
cap. 15. * Dio, lib. lix. 

dif. 
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dlftarbanres in thofe countries, feme of the natives being 
for the Roman government, and others for a king of their 
own. The provinces too of Syria and Judaea, being over- 
loaded with taxes, applied to the emperor and fenate for 

relief . Neither was Parthia without troubles; that war- 

like nation having driven out Vonones, whom they had 
demanded of Auguftus for their king, placed in his room, 
on the throne, Artabanes, a prince of the family of the 
Arfaudie, but at that time, according to Jofephus, king of 
the Medes . Thefe diftuibances and commotions in the Diflurb. 
Taft proved very favourable to the wicked defigns of Tibc- ««;« 
rius, who reprefented to the fenate, that they could not be the W- 
fettkd but by the wifdom and abilities of Germanicus. 

He obferved, that he himfclf was in the decline of In's 
age, and his fon Drufus not yet ripe for fuch important 
undertakings. ‘ 

In confequence of thefe hints all the provinces of the Eaft The Eat- 
were readily decreed to Germanicus, and a greater power tern pro* 
was conferred oil him than had been given to any governor ' u ‘ ttce ‘ <&■ 
fi»ce the time of Poropey the Great. To balance and re- 
ltrain_ the extraordinary authority with which he was veiled, cus!”™' ■ 
Tiberius had already removed from the government of Sy- 
r ^ a Creticus Silanus, whofe daughter was betrothed to Nero, 
the elded fon of Germanicus, and placed in his room 
Cneius Pifo (X), a man of a moll violent and untradable 
temper, and to fuch a degree elated with the nobility and ferredto 
wealth of his wife Plancina (Y), that he fcarce yielded to thegovent- 
Tiberius, and defpifed Drufus and Germanicus as perfons ment °f 
beneath his rank- He was, in every refpeci, the molt pro- Syrta ' 
per perfbn in Rome to execute thofe fatal purpofes for which 
he was chiefly cholen. His wife Plancina, who was dill 
more haughty than her hulband, had fecret inftruftions 
from Livia to exert her fpirit, and, by ail manner of in¬ 
dignities, profecute and infult Agrippina Before Ger- 


i ^ ac - Ann. lib. 11 cap. 41, 43. Joftph. Antiq. lib. xviii.cap. 3. 

i acit. ibid. cap. 42. Jofeph. ibid. ”> Tacit. Ann. lib. ii. 

ca l>- 53—5*- 


(X) Cneius Pifo was the fon 
of Cneius Calpurnius Pifo, who 
as we have related above, main¬ 
tained, with great intrepidity, 
the republican party againll Ju¬ 
lius Casfar, in Africa. After¬ 
wards he joined Brutus and Caf- 
jjus ; but after the battle of 
Philippi, was allowed to return 
to Rome, where he refufed to 


fue for any public offices, chuf- 
ing to live in retirement, till 
Auguftus prevailed upon him 
to aecept the confullhip. 

(Y) Plancina was either the 
daughter, or the niece, of the 
famous Munatius Plancus, of 
whom we have fpoken in fcveral 
part* of this work. 
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rrianicus left Rome, Drufus was fent into Illyricurh, occa-* 
fioned by a bloody war between Maroboduus, king of the 
Suevians, Marcomannians, and Longobards, on one fide, 
and the Cherufcans on the other, headed by the brave Ar- 
minius. Maroboduus was overcome, and obliged to retire 
into the country of the Marcomannians, whence he fent 
ambafi'adors to Tiberius imploring his afliftance. The em¬ 
peror anfwered, that it was very furprifing he fhould r£cttr 
to the Romans, and beg their aid againit the Cherufcans, 
fince he had fent none to them while they were waging war 
with the fame enemy. However, he embraced this oppor¬ 
tunity to remove from Rome his foil Drufus, who feemed 
too fond of the gaities of the city, to enure him to the toils 
of the camp, and procure him the afFeftions of the foldiery 

This year was remarkable for one of the moft dreadful 
earthquakes recorded in hiftory(Z); and Tiberius fliewed, 
on this great calamity, a fpirit truly generous, and worthy 
of a perfon in his exalted Ration ; for he not only remitted 
the inhabitants of the ruined cities their taxes for five years, 
but prefented them with large funis'to rebuild their habita¬ 
tions. To the Sardians, who had fufFered moft, he fent a 
hundred thoufand great fcfterces, and to the reft relief pro¬ 
portionable to their lofles; he immediately difpatched into 
Atia, Marcius Aletus, a fenator, who had been praetor, 
to view the defolatioris on the fpot, and make good the Ioffes 
of every particular ; for he was truly liberal, as Tacitus ob- 
ferves, on proper occafions ; a good quality which he long 
retained, after he had utterly abandoned all other virtues. 
The inhabitants of the cities thus rebuilt, and, by the libe¬ 
ralities of Tiberius, reftored to their former fplendor, erect¬ 
ed to their common benefactor a coloflus in the Roman 
forum, furrounded with the ftatues of their twelve cities, 
as a kilting monument of the prince’s generofity and their 
gratitude 

The reputation which Tiberius acquired by this noble 
bounty to the public, was greatly enhanced by his private 
liberalities; for the eftate of a wealthy freedwoman,by name 
/Emilia Mufa, who died this y 4 ar inteftate, being claimed 
by the treafury, the emperor generouily yielded it to one 
/Emilius JUepidus, to whofe family flie was diftantly related. 

" Tacit. Anna!, lib. ii. cap 44—46. Idem ibid. cap. 47. 

Dio, lib. Ivii. p.614. Plileg. Mir. cap. 13. 

(Z) Twelve famous cities of thene. Mg ae, Hierocsefarea, 
Alia were overturned by it; to Philadelphia, Tmolus, Tem- 
wit, Sardis, Magnefia, at the mis. Cyme or Cumae, Myrina, 
foot of Mount Sipylus, Mof- Apollonia, and Hyreauia. 
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the fame difintereftednefs he furrendered to Marcus 
Servilius the whole inheritance of Patuleius, a rich Roman 
knight, though part of it had been bequeathed to himfeif. 
Neither could he ever be prevailed upon to accept legacits, 
but from his intimate friends, utterly rejecting' the inherit¬ 
ances of fuch as were ftraugers to him, or from hatred to 
their relations appointed him their heir. His bounties 
were, in. general, well placed; lor, as he readily relieved 
fuch fenators as were by misfortunes reduced to poverty, fo 
he excluded, without pity, from the lenate, thole who had 
wantonly fquandcred their ellates in luxury and debauchery. 
The applaufe Tiberius gained by his public and private 
bounties, was counterbalanced by the countenance he gave 
to informations and arraignments upon the law of violated 


majority. Informers multiplied daily, the fpirit of acculing 
grew common, and the dread of it univcrfal. 

Apuleia Varilia, grand-niece to Auguftus, by bis filter (A), Jpukia 
was accufed by one of that infamous profeiuon, of having arr- 

reviled the deified Auguftus, Tiberius, and his mother Li- 
via} and of having diihonourcd with adultery the blood of 
the Caefars ; a crime which, according to the conftrutlion 
Auguftus had put upon the law of majefty, was high trea- 
fon. Tiberius admitted the accufation, but ftiewed great Ttberiut's 
moderation in the profecution of the accufed ; for as to the cmduHon 
adultery, he faid, that fnilieient punilhmcnts had been al- ccca ' 
ready appointed for that crime by the Julian law: which ^ 
was implicitly declaring, that it did not fall under the law 
of treafon. As to the other crimes, he defired they might 


be diftinguilhed : “ If Apuleia (faid he) has uttered impious 
fpeeches againft the deified Auguftus, ftie mult be condemn¬ 
ed ; but for her inveftives againft me I will not fuffer her 
to be called to any account.” “ But flic has had the impu¬ 
dence to attack the reputation of your mother,” replied one 
of the confuls. To this remark Tiberius returned :io 


anfwcr then; but the next time the fenate met, he intreat- 
ed, in his mother’s name, that the words fpoken againft her 
might not be conftrued into treafon. She was therefore 
tried only upon the words fpoken againft Auguftus, and 
found guilty, but pardoned by Tiberius, who likewife beg¬ 
ged a mitigation of her punifhment for adultery : fothat in- 
ftead of undergoing the fevere punifhments inflifted on that 
crime by the Julian law, fhe was only removed two hun- 


(A) Auguftus had two fitters, does not inform us ; neither do 
namely, O&svia Major And we know of any writer who 
Oetavia Minor; but by which mentions the marriage or off- 
of thefe Apuleia Varilia was fpring ot Odtavia Minor, 
grand-niece to Auguftus, hillory 
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dred miles frtHn Rome; but Manlius, who had debatidta! 
her, was banifhed Italy and Africa f . 

This fame year Taefarinas, a native of Numidia, who 
had ferved among the Roman auxiliaries, having drawn his 
countrymen, and the neighbouring nations, into a revolt, 
was defeated in a pitched battle by Furius Camillus, pro- 
conful of Africa, who, till that time, had pafled for a man 
quite unacquainted with the art of war. For this viflory, 
which Camillus gained with one legion, and a fmall body 
of auxiliaries, a handful of men when compared with the 
troops of the enemy, the enfigns of triumph were by the fe- 
nate decreed to the conqueror: which honour, fays the hif- 
torian, did not prove fatal to him, becaufe he was a man 
of extraordinary modedy, and chofe to livein retirements(B). 

Towards the end of the year Germanicus, leaving Rome, 
fet out for the Levant with his wife Agrippina, and his fon 
Caius, fumamed Caligula. After a long and dangerous paf- 
fage, both in the Adriatic and Ionian feas, he arrived in 
Dalmatia, whither he had fird (leered his courfe, to vifit ’ 
his brother Drufu3, who, as we have related above, fiad 
been fent into that country. In the mean time Pifo, and 
his wife Plancina, haftening to the execution of their wick¬ 
ed defigns, left Rome, and, arriving at Athens, gave there 
the fird proof of their hatred to Germanicus ; for Pifo. in 
a fpeech to the inhabitants, abufed them in a mod outrage¬ 
ous manner, not without an indire£t cenfure upon Germa¬ 
nicus, for having debafed the dignity of the Roman name, 
in paying an exceffive regard not to the Athenians, whofe 
race was long fince extinft, but to a mixed breed of different 
nations. Pifo did not remain long at Athens; but being 
in hade to reach Syria before Germanicus, left the metro¬ 
polis of Attica, and taking the fhorted courfe, though the 
lead fafe, failed through the Cyclades, and appeared off 
Rhodes, foon after Germanicus had landed in that harbour. 
Being overtaken by a violent dorm before he could enter 

r Tacit. Ann. lib. ii. cap. 49, 50, • Idem. ibid. cap. 51,33. 


(B) This year died, accord¬ 
ing to Eufebius(i), Ovid, at 
Tomos in Pontus; and accord¬ 
ing to St. Jeroin (2), the fa¬ 
mous hiitorian Livy, at Padua, 
his native city. We are told, 
that l.ivia had defigned the lat¬ 
ter as preceptor to Claudius, 


the younger brother of Germa¬ 
nicus 3 but he was prevented 
by death from enjoying that ho¬ 
nour. He was thelaft of thofe 
illuftrious writers who adorned 
the court of Auguftus, and will 
render his age ever memor¬ 
able. 
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aj Hier. in Chron, 



The Raman Hipary. 

the port, he was driven upon rocks, and muft have inevit¬ 
ably perifhed, had not Germanicus, though already inform¬ 
ed of the invectives Pifo had uttered againft him at Athens, 
difpatched gallies to refeue him from the wreck. This kind- 
nefs and humanity made no impreffion upon Pifo, who hav¬ 
ing ftaid but one day with his benefactor, put to fea again, 
in order to arrive in Syria before him. He no fooner reach¬ 
ed his province, than he began to bribe the common foldiers 
by bounties and carefies, to form factions among the troops, 
to remove the ancient centurions and tribunes, and place 
in their room his own creatures. He permitted the foldiery 
either to live quite idle in the camp, or to ramble about, 
and commit, with impunity, all manner of diforders in the 
villages and cities. By this criminal indulgence Pifo won 
the hearts of the diforderly multitude to fuch a degree, that 
he was by them honoured with the title of father of the 
legions *. 

On the other hand Plancina, forgetting the modefiy pe¬ 
culiar to her fex, appeared often on horfeback, affifted at 
theAeviews, and was not afhamed to be feen at the public 
exercifes and military evolutions. On thefe occafions ihe 
uttered reproachful and injurious reflexions on the conduft 
of Germanicus and Agrippina, in order to prejudice the 
minds of the foldiery againft them. The officers were pri¬ 
vately told, that their paying court to Germanicus and his 
wife would not recommend them to the favour of Tiberius. 
Though thefe proceedings were well known to the young 
prince, yet overlooking the unaccountable behaviour of Pifo 
and Plancina, in purfuit of the glorious ends of his expedi¬ 
tion, he haftened into Armenia, where, with the approba¬ 
tion of the nobility in a great affembly, he placed the dia¬ 
dem upon the head of Zeno, the fon of Polemon, king of 
Pontus, a friend and ally of the Romans. From Armenia he 
proceeded firfl to Cappadocia, and then to Comagenc, both 
which kingdoms he reduced toPioman provinces, appoint¬ 
ing Quintus Veranius governor of the former, and Quintus 
Servxus of the latter. The pleafure which Germanicus re¬ 
ceived from thus fuccefsfully fettling the affairs of the allies, 
was greatly allayed by the proud and haughty behaviour of 
Pifo, who being commanded either to lead in perfon, or to 
fend, under the conduct of his fon, part of the legions into 
Armenia, coutemptuoufly neglected to do either. At laft 
they met at Cyrrum, a city of Syria, and there had an in¬ 
terview, to which Germanicus admitted only a few of his 
intimate friends. He reproached the prefident of Syria 

» Tacit. Ann. Mb. H. sap. jj-j*. 
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with his ftrange cond utl add haughty behaviour, and charge 
ed him, his wife, and their fons, with many imputations. 

Pifo affe&ed furprize ; but, at the fame time, betrayed, 
even in fubmitting to Germanicus, as his fuperior, great 
fcorn and contempt j fo that they parted declared enemies. 
Thenceforth Pifo feldom appeared at the public aifemblies 
where Germanicus prefided, or if he did, it was only to con- 
tradidl his propofals. At a grand entertainment made by 
the king of the Nabatheans (C), golden crowns of great 
weight being prefented to Germanicus and Agrippina, and 
fuch as were much lighter to Pifo, and the reft of theguefts, 
the haughty Pifo, offended at this diftinbrion, with an air 
of contempt, threw his away, and uttering many inve£tives 
again ft luxury, withdrew, with thele words : “ Rome ab¬ 
hors fuch fcandalous luxury : I thought I had been invited 
to a banquet made for the fonof a Roman prince, not of a 
Parthian king.” Germanicus-was highly incenfed at this 
infult; but the natural fweetnefs of his temper getting the 
better of his refentment, he took no notice of fuch provok¬ 
ing behaviour*. , 

At this period ambiiffadors arrived from Artabanus, king 
of the Parthians, to renew the ancient alliance between the 
two empires, and intreat Germanicus, in their mafter’s 
name, to remove Venones, who had been lately driven 
from the throne, out of Syria, left he fhould find means, 
being fo near to Parthia, to raife difturbances in that king¬ 
dom. Germanicus renewed the ancient alliance, and re¬ 
moved Venones to Pompeiopolis, a maritime city of Cilicia, 
not 1b much in compliance with the requeft of Artabanus, 
as tofeparate him from Pifo, with whom be was in high 
favour, procured by many prefents, and much adulation 
offered to his wife Plancina'. 

Marcus Junius Silanus and Lucius Norbanus being con- 
ftils, Germanicus travelled into Egypt, to view the rarities 
and antiquities of that famous country. His journey proved 
very beneficial to the inhabitants, whom he relieved from 
a great famine, caufing the granaries to be every-where open¬ 
ed, and tiie price of corn to be lowered. He did not ima¬ 
gine that the prohibition made by Auguftus extended to 
him ; but neverthelefs, the jealous emperor, in a letter, 

•Tacit. Ann.lib. ii. cap. j3~j 3 . « Idem ibid. cap. 55.-59. 

(C) The country of the Na- ferfa, and great part of Arabia 
batheans extended, according Pctrsea. The metropolis of the 
to St. Jerom, from the Eu- Nabatheans was the city of Pe- 
phrates to the Red Sea ; fothat tra, which gave its name to 
u comprehended Arabia De- Arabia Petnea. 

cenfured 



The Roman Hi/loryt 27 g 

cenfuredhimwith great feverity, for prefuming to enter Marobo- 
into that province, when Augultus had finally forbidden all duus txptl- 
fenators, and Roman knights of any figure, to travel thither led ,,is do - 
without fpecial licence u . While Germanicus palled the 
fummer agreeably in Egypt, Drufus was bufy in fowing V‘,,j e ' Ca \ 
feuds among the Germans; intrigues in which he was te- tualda . 
markably fuccefsful. Maroboduus, king of the Suevians, 
whofe power Rome dreaded, was this year driven out of 
his dominions, and obliged to pafs the laft eighteen years 
of his life at Ravenna in Italy. Catualda, whom Drufus 
had excited againft him, had the fame fate ; and re.curring 
to the Romans for protection, was conveyed by them to 
Forum Julium, now Frejus, a colony in Narbonne Gaul. 

As both thefe chiefs were followed by great numbers of 
their countrymen, Tiberius, fearing they might dilturb the 
quiet of the provinces, gave them fettlements beyond the 
Danube, between the rivers Cufus and Marus, now the 
Wag and the March, on the frontiers of Moravia, appoint¬ 
ing for their king one Vannius, by nation a Quadian (D), 
who reigned over them thirty years; but was expelled in 
the reign of Claudius". 

With the fame policy Tiberius enticed to Rome, Rhefcu- 
poris, a petty king of Thrace, who having murdered Cotys 
bis nephew, had feized on that part of the kingdom which 
had been bellowed upon him by Auguftus. To deceive R f le ! cu t !ir '‘* 
Rhefcuporis, Tiberius employed Pomponius Flaccus, whom waited !<y 
he preferred to the government of Media, as being one of Tiberiui. 
the king’s intimate friends, and therefore better qualified 
to betray him : nor was he difappointed in his aim. Pom¬ 
ponius inveigled him into the Roman dominions, and then 
fent him under a ftrong guard to Rome, where he was ac- 
cufed before the fenate by the widow of Cotys, and banilh- 
ed to Alexandria, where he was flain in attempting to make 
his efcape. This part of Thrace was divided between Rht> 
metalces, the fon of Rhefcuporis, and the fons of Cotys ; 
but the latter being minors, Trebellienus Rufus was ap¬ 
pointed governor of their (hare '. About this time Ve- 
nones, who had been removed to Pompeiopolis in Cilicia, 
attempting to efcape, was aflafiinated by one Remmius, a 
veteran, to whofe cullody he had been committed. 

* Tacit, lib. ii. cap. 59. Suet, in Tiber, cap. 5. Plin. lib. ii. cap. 
t *7. w Tacit, ibid. cap. 6a, 63. * Tacit, ibid. cap. 64-67. 

(D) The country of the they extended their confines to 
Quadi was at firft bounded' by the Sarmatian mountains in the 
bohemia, the Danube, and the neighbourhood of Erlaw, in 
river March; but afterwards Hungary. 
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Germanicus, having fatisfied his curiofity with viewing, 
all the rarities and antiquities of Egypt, left that kingdom, 
and returned to Syria, where, to his great furprize, he found 
all the regulations he had made utterly abolilhed, and the 
orders he had left with the legions wholly negleCted. No 
longer able to bear fuch infults, he reproached Pifo in 
very fevere terms, which, notwithftanding his natural bold- 
nefs, heightened by the confidence he placed in the protec¬ 
tion of Tiberius, fo frightened him, that he refolved to leave 
Syria, and abandon his government; but while he was 
making the neceffary preparations for his departure, Ger- 
manicus being taken ill, he thought it advifeable to wait 
the ifllte of the diflemper. The prince foon recovered, and, 
as he was univerfally adored, his recovery was celebrated at 
Antioch, where he then was, with public vows, facrifices, 
and all poffible demonftrations of the moft fincere and unaf¬ 
fected joy. 

Soon after Pifo’s departure from Antioch, Germanicus 
relapfed; and his perfuafion that Pifo had caufed him to> 
be poifoned, heightened the violence of the difterriper. 
Some of his domeftics too had the imprudence to tell him, 
that on the floors and walls of his houle had been found 
bones of human bodies taken out of the graves, afhes mixed 
with blood, charms, incantations, and the name of Gcr- 
manicus engraved on fheets of lead. Thefe reports, and 
the frequent vifits of perfons, who were fuppofed to be Pi¬ 
fo’s creatures, and to have been fent by him to watch the 
progrefs of the malady, redoubled the young prince’s anxiety 
and apprehenfions. “ If my houfe (faid he) is thus befet 
by treacherous friends in my life-time, what will become 
after my death of my unhappy wife, of rtiy little children ? 
Pifo, impatient to command alone the legions, to govern 
alone the province, thought poifon too flow in its opera¬ 
tion, and therefore had recourfe to charms and incanta¬ 
tions.” In the height of the refentment, which thefe re¬ 
flections raifed in his mind, he wrote a letter to Pifo, ut¬ 
terly renouncing his friendlhip, according to the cuftom 
which obtained among the Romans. Some authors add, 
that he commanded him to depart the province 5 and tlfat 
Pifo foon after put to fea, but kept hovering upon the coaft, 
that he might return the fooner, fhould the government of 
Syria become vacant by the death of Germanicus. 

The violence of the malady abating, the young prince’s 
friends began to entertain fome hopes of his recovery: but 
(hort-lived was their joy ; a fudden rclapfe threw them into 
defpair. Germanicus, finding bis end approached, fent for 
his friends, and fpoke to this efied; “ Were I to die a na¬ 
tural 
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. tural death, yet fliould I have juft caufe to complain of the His fpeech 
gods for thus (hatching me from my. relations, my children, to his 
and my country, in the flower of my age : but being thus fritssis. 
brought to an untimely end by the malignity of Pii'o ami 
his wife, the laft favour I beg of you, my faithful friends, 
is, that you acquaint my father and brother with what 
perfecutions I end a molt miferable life by a molt inglorious 
death. My relations, dependents, and even thofc whom 
envy provoked againft me while living, will bewail my mis¬ 
fortune and hard fate, in thus falling by the perfidious 
arts and treachery of a woman, after having efcaped i'o many 
dangers in war, and furvived fomany battles. It is a duty 
incumbent upon you, my faithful friends, to do fomething 
more than to commemorate my death with ulclcfs tears ; it 
is the principal office of a true friend to remember the 
wiffies of thofc with whom they lived in friendlhip, and 
fulfil their laft defires : if therefore you loved me rather than 
my fortune, you will revenge my death, you will complain 
to the fenate, and profecute the authors of my misfortunes 
as our laws dire£t. Shew to the Roman people my wife, 
the grand-daughter of Auguftus; fhew them our fix chil¬ 
dren (E). This fight will move the fathers to compaffion, 
which will prove favourable to you who accufe; and the 
accufed, if they pretend wicked commands, either will not 
be believed, or not pardoned.” His friends, bathed in 
rears, taking the dying prince by the band, fwore, that they 
would fooner lofe their lives than neglect his dying requeft. 

Then turning to his wife, he conjured her by his memory, HU advice 
by their common children, and all the bonds of nuptial to Agrtpfi- 
love, that (be would check her lofty fpirit, and yield to the “ a% 
cruel fhocks of fortune, left, on her return to the city, ffic 
fliould, by unfeafonable competition, provoke tbofe who 
were more powerful than her fclf. 

Other advices he imparted to her in fecret : whence it w as 
couje&ured, that they related to Tiberius, exhat ting iter 
to be upon her guard againft his artifices. However, that 

(E) Germanicus had by A- One of the Tons that died was 
grippina nine children ; Nero, f<> beautiful a child, that I-iyia 
Druids, Caius furnamed Cali- had caufeJ him to be painted in 
gula, three other fotis, who died the habit of Cupid, and confe- 
xnfants, and three daughters, crated the picture in the temple 
born fucceffively in the fpacc of of Venus Capitolina; whence 
three years, Agrippina, the mo- it was removed to AtignUus s 
ther of Nero, Drufilla, and Ei- chamber, who ufed conftantljr 
villa, commonly called Julia, to kils it when he came in (3). 

(3) Suet, in Calig. cap. 7. 
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be, thefe words were bis laft 3 for he bad fcarce done fpeafc- • 
ing, when, be fainted away, and foon after expired, to the 
inexpreffible grief of the province, and all the neighbour¬ 
ing countries. His funeral was performed without any 
pomp, and his body, before it was burnt, expofed naked 
in the forum of Antioch, where the funeral pile was creel¬ 
ed y (F). The allies of the deceafed prince were carefully 
preferved by his wife Agrippina, and inclofed in an urn, 
in order to be conveyed to Rome. 

Such was the end of the renowned Germanicus Cadar, in 
the thirty-fourth year of his age ; a prince no lets famous 
for his military prowefs than his other extraordinary ac- 
compiiihments. The Roman people had fo great a venera¬ 
tion for bis rare talents and eminent qualities, that they 
were not afraid openly to declare on feveral occafions, that 
fince the time of Scipio Africanus, the gods had notbleffed 
Rome with fuch a citizen. He was, fays Tacitus, alike 
venerable, whether you faw him or heard him; and with¬ 
out ever betraying the lead arrogance or pride, yet fup- ' 
ported the dignity of his high ftation. His complaifancb to 
all, his humanity even to his enemies, his clemency, mo¬ 
deration, and engaging behaviour, won him the hearts not 
only of the Roman people, but of the Barbarians, who, 
though enemies to Rome, yet could not refrain from fhed- 
ding tears on the death of Germanicus. Some of them at 
war with one another, and even with Rome, forbore holti- 
lities for fome time, to bewail fo great, fo general a lofs. 
Some of their princes cut off their beards, and (haved their 
wives heads; fignals among them of the deepeft forrow. 
The proud monarch of the Parthians denied himfelf for 
fome time the pleafure of the chace, without appearing at 
the ordinary entertainments given by the princes and lords 
of his court; which was a token of grief, like the (hutting 
of the courts of juftice among the Romans, and never ufed 
but upon fome very extraordinary difafter. The people of 
Antioch carried their grief to impiety; for, hearing that 
Germanicus was dead, in the tranfport of their forrow, they 
threw Hones at their temples, overturned their altars, and 
flung contemptucufly their houfhold gods out of doors: 
fome of them, in the height of their grief and indignation, 
expofed and forfook their new-born children *. 

y Tacit. Ann. lib. ii. cap. Sj. ^ Suet. lib. iv, cap. j. 

(F) Tacitus tells us, that it it, giving oppofite accounts, as 
remained uncertain whether any they pitied Germanicus, or ta- 
marks of poifon appeared on voured'Pifo. 
the body, the people, who faw 
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It is more eafy to conceive than exprefs the confternaiion Tie grirf 
which the news of his death occafioned in Rome, where he «/ ,A/ *•* 
was adored by all ranks of men (G). The firit account of *** 
his illnefs alarmed the whole city ; but while they were im- r 
patiently waiting between hope and fear for farther intel¬ 
ligence, in the evening a report was unaccountably fpread, 
that he was recovered, and in good health. In confequence 
of this information, the people, in a tranfport of joy, flew 
to the Capitol with viftims and facrifices, impatient to dif- 
charge the vows they had made for his recovery. Tiberius, 
awaked out of his fleep with the noife of their mutual con¬ 
gratulations, and loud fhouts of joy, had the mortification 
to hear the following words echoed in every ftreet, “ Saiva 
Roma, falva patria, falvus Germanicus; Rome is fafe, our 
country is fafe, fince Germanicus is fafe.* But their joy 
was foon turned into the deepeft forrow; certain intelli¬ 
gence of his death arriving the next day, nothing was heard 
in the ftreets, nothing in the houfes, but fighs, outcries, la,- 
mentations, and complaints. "Without any orders from the 
prftice or fenate, all the courts of juftice, the houfes of the 
citizens, and (hops, were Ihut, and the moll frequented 
ftreets left as folitary as a defert. The emperor, by feveral 
edifts, endeavoured to reftrain thefe public exprefiions of 
grief; but even themoft cautious, not able to moderate their 
forrow, notwithanding all his edifts, continued to mourn, 
though invited by the feftivals of December to mirth and 
jollity \ His death was the more regretted, as he was com¬ 
monly fuppofed to have been poifoned by Pifo at the insti¬ 
gation of Tiberius and Livia, the only two peifons m the 
whole Roman empire, fays Dio \ who were not aflefted 
with fo great, fo general alofs(II). 


a Suet, in Calig. cap. 6. 

(G) He was to fuch a de¬ 
gree beloved by the people, fays 
Suetonius, not only of Rome, 
but in the provinces, that when 
he departed or arrived at any 
place, fuch crouds attended him, 
that he was often in danger of 
being Hided in the throng. 

(H) Germanicus was not only 
an excellent commander, but 
an eloquent orator, and, it Ovid 
did not flatter him, one of the 
heft poets of hisage(t). He 

(») Ovid. Faft. lib. i. ver. »$• 


h Dio, Jib. Ivii.p. 615. 

exprefled bis thoughts with 
great eafe and elegance both in 
Greek and Latin, and pleaded 
feveral caufcs with extraordi¬ 
nary applaule (?). He gave a 
fpecimen of his talle for poetry 
in fome Greek comedies, which, 
as he was thorough mailer of 
that language, he wrote and 
puhhflied. S. jerom and Lac- 
tantius tell us, that he trmfiared 
into Latin a treadle of aflro- 
nomy, written originally in 

(*) Suet ibid. cap. 3. 

, Greek 
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The government of Syria being vacant by the death of 
Germanicus, and flight of Pifo, the lieutenants of the le¬ 
gions, and fenators, who were" at Antioch, committed the 
adminiftration of the province to Cneius Sentius, who im¬ 
mediately feized and fent to Rome one Martina, a woman in¬ 
famous in that province for poifoning, and greatly cheriihed 
by Plancina. Pifo being overtaken at the iiland of Cos by a 
meflenger, acquainting him with the death of Germanicus, 
caufed victims to be publicly flain, and repaired with 
thankfgiving to the temples for fo fignal a favour. His 
wife Plancina exprcfled her joy in a manner more arrogant 
and infulting; for (he no fooner heard that Germanicus 
was dead, than, throwing off her mourning, which the wore 
for the death of her filler, (lie appeared in a drefs adapted 
to gaiety and mirth. The centurions of the army, which 
Pifo had commanded in Syria, flocked to him, declaring, 
that the legions were ready to receive, and reinftate him in 
the government, of which he had been injurioufly deprived. 
Pifo fummoned his friends, to confult what meafures ought 
to be purfued, whether he thould go with all fpeed to Rome, 
or return to Syria. His fon Marcus Pifo was inclined to 
the former meafure; but Domitius Celer, an intimate 
friend of Pifo, declared for the latter, and prevailed. As 
Pifo was apprifed, that Sentius would oppofe him, and by 
his oppofiiion kindle a civil war in Syria, he, in order to 
engage Tiberius in his favour, tranfmitted a letter to him, 
fil ied with invedlives againil the conduct, luxury, and pride 
of Germanicus ; he enlarged on the injultice the young 
prince had committed in forcing him from his govern¬ 
ment; and concluded with acquainting the emperor, that 
he was preparing to return to his province, and refume 
with his former loyalty the care of the army. In the mean 
time, he fent Domitius Celer before him into Syria; and 
having formed into companies the deferters, who flocked to 
him from all parts, and the fervants who attended the 
camp, he failed over to the continent, where he had the 
good fortune to intercept a body of new-raifed foldiers on 
their march into Syria. He alfo wrote to the petty kings 
of Cilicia, ordering them to join him with all their forces. 
By thefc means, having got together a considerable body of 
men, he put to fen again, and, fleering along the coafts of 
Lycia and Pamphylia, met the fleet which carried Agrip¬ 
pina with the aihes of her hufband to Rome. Both fleets 

Greek by Arams, under the tranflafion to the emperor Po- 
tiilc at 1 ’hxnomenn ; but Vof- mirian, who affumed the title 
ftus and Rutgerfius aferibe this of Germanicus. 


prepared 
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prepared for battle ; but as they were afraid of each other, 
they proceeded no farther than to mutual reproaches. Vi- 
bius Marfus, who commanded- Agrippina’s gallics, fum- 
moned Pifo, as a criminal, to his trial at Rome ; which fum- 
mons he anfwered with derifion and contempt. Then both 
fleets continued their courfe, the one for Italy, the other 
for Cilicia, where Pifo made a defeent, and feized a flrong 
caftle on the frontiers of Syria. Sentius no l'ooner learned 
this circumltarice, than he haflened thither at the head of 
his legions, overthrew Pifo at the fir ft onfet, obliged him 
to take {belter behind the walls of the cable, and toon re¬ 
duced him to fuch difficulties, that he offered to furrender, 
upon condition that Sentius would fuffer him to remain 
there till the emperor’s pleafure fhould be known. This 
propofal being rejefted, and the place reduced to the utmoft 
extremity, he was forced to fubmit upon what terms Sen- 
tius thought fit to itnpofe ; which were, that he fhould 
forthwith embark, and return to Rome c . 

During thefe troubles in the Eaft, the fenatc was wholly 
employed at Rome with inventing and decreeing new ho¬ 
nours to Germanicus, in order to eternize the memory of 
a prince fo much beloved, and fo well deferving of the em¬ 
pire. It was decreed, that his name fhould be inferted in 
the Salian hymns ; that curule chairs fhould be placed for 
him among the priefts of Auguftus, and oaken crowns 
hung over them, as an acknowlegement of the many citi¬ 
zens he had faved ; that his flatue in ivory fhould be car¬ 
ried before the procelfion at the Circenfian games ; an ho¬ 
nour peculiar to the gods, and fuch men as were deified; 
and that none but one of the Julian family fhould be 
appointed flamen or augur in his room. To thefe ho¬ 
nours triumphal arches were added, one at Rome, another 
on the banks of the Rhine, and a third upon Mount Ama- 
nus in Syria, with inferiptions of his exploits, and a decla¬ 
ration, that he died for the republic; a fepulchre at Antioch, 
where his body was burntj and a tribunal at Epidaphne, 
where he ended his life ( 1 ). Many ftatues were raifed, 
and many places appointed for paying him divine honours. 
Some were for decreeing to him, as a great mailer of do- 

c Tacit. Ann. lib. ii, cap. 74— 3 a. 

(I) Tacitus fays, that he died och ; but all other writers agree, 
at Epidaphne, a celebrated place that he ended his life in the city 
in the neighbourhood of Anti- ot Antioch (3). 

0 <i 

(j) Dio,lib. Ivii. p. 615. Suet- in Tim. cap. i, &c. 
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quence, a golden Ihield, remarkable for its bulk (K); but 
thi3 Tiberius would not allow, faying, that, in eloquence, 
no regard was to be had to the dignity of the perfon ; and 
that therefore he himfelf would dedicate a fhield equal in 
fize to thofe of other orators, it being fufficient glory for 
him to be ranked amongft the ancient writers. The Ro- 


(K) It was an ancient cuftom 
among the Romans to ereft the 
images of illuftrious men in the 
curia, and in their temples. 
Thus the image of Scipio Afri- 
canus was fet up in the temple 
of Jupiter Capitolinus, and that 
bf Cato the cenfor in the curia 
or fenate-houfe, as we read in 
Valerius Maximus. Auguftus 
caufed the images of all thofe 
Romans, who before his time 
had eminently diflinguifhed 
themfelves in the arts cither of 
peace or war, to be fet up in 
the curia, allotting to each pro- 
feffion its proper place. Thus 
Tacitus tells us, that the image' 
of Hortenfius was placed among 
the orators. The like honour 
the fathers were now for de¬ 
creeing to Germauicus, as to 
one of the mailers of eloquence. 
Theft images are called by the 
ancients ihields(i), becaufeen¬ 
graved in gold, filver, or brafs, 
in the form of a fhield. This 
is the common opinion; though 
fome writers think, that in La¬ 
tin they ought not to be called 
clypei, which word fignifies a 
Jbicld ; but clupea, that is, en¬ 
graved work, from the ancient 
word cluere, to engrave. This 
derivation Pliny defpifes as a 
fond conceit of the gramma¬ 
rians: “ Scutis qualihus ad 
Trojam pugnatum eft (fays he), 
contincbantur imagines : unde 
& nomen habuere clypeorum ; 

(1) Vide Plin. lib. iii. cap. 7. 
tsnwo. Trebel. in Claud. Liv. 


non, ut perverfa grammatico- 
rum fubtilitas voluit, a cluen- 
do.” “ On fuchfort ot buck¬ 
lers as were ufed in the Trojan 
war, were contained images: 
whence they had the name of 
(hields; not, as the gramma¬ 
rians frivolous nicenefs would 
have it, from engraving." How¬ 
ever, Livy calls them clupea; 
“ Clupea (fays he), de colum- 
nis dempfit.” Frequent men¬ 
tion is made of thefe fhields 
in ancient inferiptions : Lipftus 
quotes the following: “ Huic * 
Decuriones • Funus • Publicum • 
Statuam • Equeftrem • Clype- 
uiq • Argenteum * Locum • Se- 
pulturae * Decreverutif “ The 
officers have granted this man 
a public funeral, an equeflriaii 
ftatue, a filver fhield, a place 
of interment." Thefe fhields 
were fometimes hung up to pre- 
ferve the memory of the de- 
ceafed without any effigies, and 
only with the names of the per- 
fons by whom, and to whofe 
honour, they were offered. Such 
fhields were fometimes fet up by 
private perfons to honour the 
memory of their anceftors, with¬ 
out any order or decree of the 
fenate; for Pliny, in fpeaking 
of Appius Claudius, who was 
conful in the year of Rome 259, 
fays, that he was the firft vvhd, 
though a private perfon, fet up 
in public, and confecrated, the 
fhields of his anceftors. 

Suet in Domit. Capitol, in An- 
lib. lx. Phil. Legar. ad Caium. 

ciaa 
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man knights, in their turn, to honour the memory of the 
deceafed prince, changed the name of that body of horfc, 
which, being compofed of the young nobility, was ftyled 
the fquadron of the juniors, and called it thenceforth the 
fquadron of Germanicus; appointing, at the fame time, 
that the effigies of Germanicus ffiould be carried as their 
ffitndard at their public reviews, which were annually made 
on the ides of July d . 

In the midft of thefe expreffions of public grief, Livia, Livilla 
called alfo Li villa, filter to Germanicus, and wife to Dru- Jthwni 
fus, was delivered of male twins ; an event fo agreeable to 
Tiberius, that he could not avoid boafting to the fenate, 
that no Roman of equal rank had ever before been delivered 
of two fons at a birth. The increafe of Drufus’s family 
redoubled the grief of the people, who faw with regret 
that of their beloved Germanicus removed at a greater di- 
ftance from the throne c . The fame year fevere laws were 
enadted by the fenate to reftrain the lewdnefs of women; 
and it was provided, that no woman ffiould proftitute her- 
felf, whofe father, grandfather, or huffiand, were Roman 
knights (L). Meafures were alfo taken by the fathers for The Jtw- 
utterly extirpating the Jewift and Kgyptian ceremonies. <A a ’" i 
By a decree of the fenate, four thoufand young men, all 
defeended from manumitted Haves, and infe£ted, fays Ta- ^nii/beJat 
citus, with that fuperftition, were inrolled, and tranfported Komt. 
to Sardinia, to fupprefs the robbers who infefted that ifland: 
if they periffied through the badnefs of the air, the fenate 
thought it would be no great lofs (M). The reft were or¬ 
dered 

d Tacit. Ann, lib. ii. cap. 83. « Idem, ibid. cap. 84. 


(L) The fathers were prompt¬ 
ed to make this prohibition by 
the monftrous impudence of one 
Viftilla ; who, though a woman 
pf great quality, and born of 
a prsetorian family, was not 
afhamed to appear before the 
aediles, and publicly declare her- 
felf a prollitute, purluant to an 
ancient law, which obliged all 
women, who became venal, to 
acknowlege their infamy be¬ 
fore the above mentioned ma¬ 
gi 11 rates 

(Mi To theexpulfion of the 
Jews an impoftor of that na¬ 
tion gave occafitjn, who, being 


obliged to fly his country for a 
breach of the laws, retired to 
Rome, where he let up for an 
expounder of the law ofMofes; 
and, with the afiiilance of three 
others, all of the fame ftamp 
with himfelf, gained over to the 
Jewifli religion one Fulvia, the 
wife ofSaturuinus, a woman ot 
great diflinttion. The zealous 
profelyte was eafily perfuaded to 
make a rich prefent of purple 
and gold to the temple of Jeru- 
falem, which (he delivered to 
herdiredtors; but they, inftead 
of fending the offering to Jeru- 
falcm, converted it to their own 
ufe. 
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dared to depart Rome, and all Italy, if, within a ftated 
time, they did not renounce their national ceremonies*’ 
The fame year Tiberius gave fevcral inftances of genero- 
fity, which ought not to be omitted. Occia, who had 
prefided over the Vefials fifty-feven years with great repu¬ 
tation, being dead, he reprefented to the fenate, that an¬ 
other virgin was to be chofen in her room. Fonteius Agrip- 
pa and Afinius Pollio offering their daughters, he thanked 


them both for their regard to 
f Tacit. Ann. 

wfe. This fraud Fulvia difclofed 
to her hulband, and he to the 
emperor, who thereupon order¬ 
ed all the Jews to depart Rome, 
after having lifted four thoufand 
of their youth, and Cent them 
into Sardinia. At the fame time 
the Egyptians were driven out 
of Rome, and their rites utterly 
fupprelled; they had been for¬ 
merly forbidden by Angufhis ; 
hut at this time that prohibition 
was renewed and enforced, on 
occaiion of a very fcandaious 
ftory related at length by Jc- 
fephus. Decius Mtindus, a 
young Roman knight, falling 
in love with a married lady of 
the firll quality in Rome, by 
name Paulina, and not being 
able to prevail upon her ro com¬ 
ply with his unlawful defires, 
had i - coene to the priefts of the 
j/j'. deis Ids. Thefe pretend- 
n that the god Anubis, to 
v.a/ue uorfhip Paulina was great¬ 
ly addicted, was in love with 
her, perfuaded her to pafs a 
night in the temple of that 
deity : when Mundus, by pay¬ 
ing down twenty-five thoufand 
drachmas to the priefts, and 
prodding them the like fum, 
obtained what he had in vain 
applied for to Paulina herfelf 
with the tender of two hundred 
thoufand drachmas. Three 
days after this interview, Mun- 

, h) Jofeph. Antiq 


the commonwealth, but pre- 

b, ii. cap. 8$. 

dus meeting her, “ I thank 
you, Paulina (faid he), for 
granting me, under the name 
of Anubis, the favours which 
I would willingly have purchas¬ 
ed at fo dear a rate. At thele 
words the virtuous Paulina was 
thunderftruck ; fhe burft into 
tears, tore her garments, and, 
liaftening to her hulband, ac¬ 
quainted him how fhe had been 
deceived, and betrayed by the 
priefts. Her bufband complain¬ 
ed ro the emperor, relating to 
him every particular of fo bale 
an action ; and he, upon inqui¬ 
ry’, and a ftrict examination of 
the priefts, finding them guilty, 
ordered them all to be crucified, 
the temple of Anubis to be pull¬ 
ed down, his ftatue to be thrown 
into the Tiber, the Egyptian 
rites to be utterly fuppreffed, 
and all who profefled them to 
be banifhed Rome. Ida, the 
freedwoman ofMundus’s father, 
who firft advifed him to apply 
to the priefts, for which ad¬ 
vice fhe received fifty thoufand 
drachmas, was crucified with 
the priefts; but Mundtrs was 
only banifhed,Tiberius exempt¬ 
ing him, fays'Jofephus, on ac¬ 
count of his pallion, which was 
fo violent, that, finding the 
chafle Paulina proof againft all 
temptation, he had refolved to 
flame himfelf to death 11). 

lib. xviii. cap- 4. 


ferrei 
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ferred Pollio’s daughter, bccaufe her mother had married 
but one hufband : to comfort the other, he prefen ted her 
with a thoufand great fefterces. Corn being very dear, he 
fettled the price which the buyer was to pay; and that the 
feller might not lofe the advantage arifmg from the i'carcitv 
of grain, he payed two nummi, that is, fourteen pence of 
our money, a buffiel, over and above the fixed price. For 
thefe bounties the people offered him again the title of 
•Father of his Country, which he rejected, and at the fame 
time rebuked fuch as ftyled him Lord ; fire wing thereby, 
fays Tacitus, that though he dreaded liberty, yet he defpifed 
flattery. The fame author tells us, upon the authority of the 
writers of thofe times, fome of them fenators, that letters 
were read in the fenate from Adgandeftrius, prince of the 
Catti, offering to difpatch Arminius, provided poifon were, 
fent him for that purpofe: to which propofal Tiberius re¬ 
turned this anfwer; “ That it was not the cuftom of the 
Roman people to take vengeance on their enemies by trea¬ 
chery, but openly, and in the field.” 

•Arminius, however, after the departure of the Romans, 
and expulfion of his rival Maroboduus, attempting to en- 
flave his country, fell, by the treachery of his kindred, in 
the thirty-feventh year of his age E . Pliny obferves, that 
this year, on the eighth of July, a new ifland was formed 
near that of Delos in the Archipelago h . 

In the beginning of the next year, M. Valerius Meffa- Agrippina 
linus, and M. Valerius Cotta, being eonfuls, Agrippina ar¬ 
rived at Brundufium with the afhes of her deceafed huf¬ 
band ; and was received, at her landing, with tokens of the 
deepeft forfow, not only by the inhabitants of that, but of 
all the neighbouring cities, who had flocked thither to con¬ 
dole with her on fo melancholy an occafion. She no fooner 
appeared on the fhore, attended by her two children Caius 
and Julia, with the funeral urn in her arms, and her eyes 
fixed on the ground, than the whole multitude burft into 
tears: nothing was beard but groans, outcries, and lamen¬ 
tations, friends, relations, and Grangers, being equally af- 
fe£fed at the fight of fo moving an obje£L Tiberius had 
difpatched two praetorian cohorts to attend the remains of 
the deceafed prince from Brundufium to Rome, and ordered 
the magiftrates of Calabria, Apulia, and Campania, to pay 
their laft offices to the memory of his fon. The urn was 
carried on the ffioulders of the tribunes and centurions, and 
accompanied by the chief magiftrates of the places through 
which it paffed, the liflors of the deceafed general march- 
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ing before ft with their fafees reverfed. When the funeral 
proceflion arrived at any Roman colony, the nobility, in 
their moft fplendid apparel, and the people in mourning, 
flew victims, ereded altars, and burnt perfumes, teftifying, 
with loud lamentations, their common forrow. The nearer 
they drew to Rome, the greater was the concourfe. At 
Terracina they were met by Drufus, the fon of Tiberius, by 
Claudius, Germanicus’s younger brother, and by fuch of bis 
children as had been left .at Rome. At fome diftance from 
the city, the confcript fathers, with the confuls at their 
head, and great crowds of people, lined the road through 
which the proceflion paffed, bathed in tears, and teftifying 
their grief with fighs, in which flattery had no fhare ; for 
every body knew that Tiberius rejoiced inwardly at this 
event. Neither he nor his mother Livia appeared abroad, 
either becaufe they thought it below their dignity to lament 
publicly, or through fear of betraying in their countenances 
fome marks of joy amidft the public lamentations. The 
remains of the deceafed prince were depofited in the tomb 
of Auguftus, the whole city attending them to the fieldjof 
Mars, where that monument was eredted, and crying aloud, 
in the tranfports of their grief, that the republic was ut¬ 
terly ruined, that no farther hope remained, as if they had 
forgot by whom they were governed. Nothing offended 
Tiberius fo much as the affedtion which the people fhewed 
for Agrippina, calling her “ the ornament of her country,, 
the only blood of Auguftus, a true pattern of ancient vir¬ 
tue and at the fame time imploring the bleflings of the 
gods for her iffue, that they might outlive the perfecutions 
of the wicked. 

As the people fet no bounds to their grief, Tiberius 
thought proper to check it by a public decree, commanding 
them to refume their feveral vocations, and, as the Magne- 
fian games were at hand, to indulge themfelves in their 
ufual diverfions, as they had, by their lamentations, given 
fufHcient vent to their forrow. The emperor’s decree was 
immediately complied with, as to the external appearance; 
the courts of juftice were opened, public affairs refumed, 
and an end was put to the vacation *. 

Drufus, who had come to Rome to attend the funeral, 
returned to the army in Illyricum ; which he had fcarce 
reached, when Pifo appeared in the camp, hoping to find 
the young prince lefs incenfed againft him for the death of 
a brother, than favourable to him for the removal of a rival. 
Drufus, at their firft meeting, told him, “ That if the 


1 Tacit. Annal. lib. iii, cap. x. 


crime 



Tht Roman Hiftory . 287 

crime laid to his charge was true, he would be the firft to Drufus's 
revenge it v but that he hoped the current report was artful am* 
groundlefs, and that the death of Germanicus would be (’ wer n 
pernicious to none.” This declaration he made in public, Ca ‘ 
and carefully avoided all private interviews with Pifo. The 
artful anfwer, and cautious behaviour of a youth, otherwife 
frank and unwary, prompted mod: people to believe, that 
he had been inlfrucled by his father how to behave in fo 
nice and critical a juncture. Young Pifo, whom the fa¬ 
ther had fern to Rome, to foften the empeior, was received 
very kindly, and honoured with fuch prefents as were 
ufually beitowed on the fons of governors, when they re- 
:umed from the provinces. In the mean time Martina, fa¬ 
mous for the art of poifoning, who had been fent in cuftody 
towards Rome, was found dead at Brundufium, with poi- 
fon bound up in the knots of her hair. Whether her death 
was accidental, or procured by private orders from Tibe¬ 
rius or Pifo, was never known. By her death the accufers 
were deprived of their chief evidence ; for fhe had ever 
!i%ed in clofe confidence with Plancina; and the fenate 
hoped to extort from her, by force of torments, a confeffion 
of the crime, and a difeovery of her accomplices. 

Not long after this event, Pifo arrived in Rome, with his Pifo ur- 
wife Plancina ; and rowing down the Tiber from Narnia, r *? >s at 
landed near the tomb of Auguftus, where the afhes of Ger- omc ' 
manicus had been lately depofited. This incident, with 
their infolent behaviour, heightened the indignation of the 
people ; for they both appeared with gay countenances; 
and attended with a numerous retinue, he of clients and 
domeflics, and (lie of women, proceeded to their ftately 
palace, which was on this occafion magnificently adorned 
and illuminated. The night they palled in rejoicings, hav¬ 
ing invited their friends and relations to a banquet, with 
which they folemnized their fafe arrival. The very next 
day Pifo was arraigned by Vitellius, Veranius, and others, h arraign- 
who had attended Germanicus. The emperor having heard, ed. 
in a private audience, the charge of the accufers, and the 
defence of the accufed, referred the Caufe to the fenate, 
apprehenfive that reflections would be call upon him, whe¬ 
ther he condemned or abfolved the accufed. _ 

When the fenate met for this great trial, Tiberius affect¬ 
ed moderation : he told the confcript fathers, that Pifo had 
been his father’s lieutenant and friend, and lately appointed 
by himfelf, at the diredion of the fenate, to affift Germa- 
meus in fettling the affairs of the Eafl : whether he had 
there, by his haughtinefs and oppofition, provoked the 
young prince, and rejoiced at his death, or wickedly pro- 
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cured it, they were then to judge with unbiafled minds, 
“ If you find him guilty (laid the emperor), of having only 
exceeded the bounds of his commiflion, by refufing to fub-* 
mit to the will of his general, or even of having betrayed 
joy at his death, and my affii&ion, I (hall ever hate him, 
and banifh him from my houfe ; but cannot, for private in¬ 
juries, condemn him as a criminal. If you find him guilty 
of Germanicus’s death, it is incumbent upon you to re¬ 
venge it, and afford his children, and us his father and 
grandmother, the fatisfa&ion of feeing him punifhed for 
fuch an enormotis crime. I befeech you to proceed with 
impartiality : let not your regard for me mifiead you to take 
crimes for proved, becaufeJthey are committed againft me. 
If the accufed has any friends or relations, let them exert 
their eloquence, and ufe their utmoft endeavours to clear 
him from the crimes laid to his charge. Let his accufers 
take the fame pains to convict him of the charge which is 
brought againft him : by thefe means we flrall be able to 
judge impartially ; to abfolve the accufed, if innocent; to 
condemn him, if guilty k .” e ' 

Two days were allowed the accufers to fupport their 
charge, and, fix days after, three were granted the accufed 
to make his defence. The articles of impeachment brought 
againlt Pifo by Servseus, Veranius, and Vitellius, were, that 
he had permitted a general licentioufnefs in the army, and 
corrupted the common foldiers to that degree, that he was 
ftyled, by the moft profligate, Father of tne Legions; that 
he had abufed, in a moft outrageous manner, the friends 
of Germanicus; and laftly, that by poifon and witchcraft 
he had deftroyed his general, and borne arms againft the 
commonwealth ; infomuch that they had been obliged to 
engage and defeat him, before they could bring him to his 
trial. He defended bimfelf but weakly againft thefe accu- 
fations ; only the charge of poifoning Germanicus was not 
fufficiently proved. However, the fenate could not be per- 
fuaded, that Germanicus had died a natural death ; and, at 
the fame time, the people were heard exclaiming at the 
door of the fenate-houfc, that though the fathers abfolved 
the accufed, he fhould hot efcape the punilhment due to 
his crimes : they had already overturned the ftatues of 
Pifo, and would have dragged them to the Sea lie Gemo- 
niae, the place where criminals were executed, had they 
not been prevented by Tiberius’s orders. Thefe difturbances 
induced the fenate to defer the final decifion of the caufe; 
and Pifo, that he might not be expofed to the outrages of 

* Tacit- Ann. lib. iil- cap. t. Dio, lib. lvii. p. 61 j. 
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the incenfed multitude, was conveyed to his houfe in a lit¬ 
ter, followed by a tribune of a prsetorian cohort, whom 
fome beheld as a guard for his fafety, others as the minifter 
of his death. 

The people were no lefs incenfed againft Plancina than Pifo aban. 
Pifo ; but {he having, by the fecret folicitations of Livia, dontJ by 
fecured her own pardon, began, by degrees, to abandon ,: ' s ‘ w ‘f e 
her hufband, and to make a feparate defence, though fhc l>la,,C!na - 
had declared, from the beginning, that Are would employ 
all her intereft and favour with Livia, in behalf of both ; 
and that, by the fame fentence, they (hould both be either 
abfolved or condemned. This defe&ion fo affe&ed Pifo, 
who had placed more confidence in the intereft of his wife 
than his own, that he was fome time in fufpence whether 
he {hould make any farther defence : but his fon prevailed 
upon him to appear once more before the fenate, and try 
whether he could move the fathers or Tiberius to compaf- 
fion. The fenate proving implacable, and the emperor care¬ 
fully avoiding to fhew, even in his countenance, the leaft 
mark of tendernefs towards him in his diftrefs, he returned 
home, and wrote a letter to the emperor, which he fealed, 
and delivered to his freedman. He then bathed, according 
to the Roman cuftom, and fupped as ufual. His wife kept 
him company till the night was far fpent, and then retired $ 

Pifo ordered the door of the chamber to be Ihut, and was 
found at break of day with his throat cut, and his fword H ' 1 
lying by him *. Tiberius, fearing the death of Pifo might 
be imputed to him, as if he had procured it to prevent far¬ 
ther difeoveries, examined his domeftics in the fenate rela¬ 
tive to the circumftances of his fate ; and then read the 
letter which Pifo had written to him, imploring his protec¬ 
tion for his fons, whom he cleared from having any fhare 
in his late conduff, whatever it were. Of his wife Plan¬ 
cina he faid nothing. One of his fons had remained at 
Rome, and therefore could be in no degree accefl'ory to hi* 
father’s guilt; the other had indeed attended him into Sy¬ 
ria, and ferved under him in the commotions he raifed in 
the province : but Tiberius would not allow that to be im¬ 
puted to him as a crime, alleging the orders of his father, 
which, he faid, a fon could not difobey. 

As for Plancina, who was fuppofed to have been more Tib-riut 
guilty than her hufband, Tiberius declared, not without jaitm's 
hlufhing, and betraying great confufion in bis fpeech and flanaimt 
countenance," that, at the earneft entreaties of his mother, 
be could not help pleading for her, and alEfting her in her 

1 Taci). Dio, ibid. 
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trial. However, Vitellius gnd Veranius did not drop the 
profecution; but after they-had, in a trial which laded two 
days, made the charge appear pretty plain, and filenced 
thofe who pleaded for the accufed, fhe efcaped the punifli- 
ment due to her crime, by the indulgence of the fervile fe- 
nate: for the conful Aurelius Cotta, being fird afkcd his 
opinion by the emperor, who collected the voices himfelf, 
anfwered in the following terms : “ I am of opinion, that 
the name of Pifo be rafed out of the confular fadi or tables, 
part of his edatc forfeited, and part granted to his fon 
Cneius, upon his changing that name ; that his fon Marcus 
be expelled the fenate, baniflied for ten years, and allowed 
out of his father’s edate only fifty thoufand great fedcrces. 
As to Plancina, I think die fliould be pardoned, at the re- 
qued of Livia.” This fentence feemed too rigorous to the 
errlperor, with refpect to Pifo’s children and memory: he 
therefore would not allow his name to be druck out of the 
confular tables, faying, that the name of Marc Antony, 
who had made war upon his country, and that of his fon 
Julius Antonius, who bad, by adultery, difiionoured the 
houfe of Augudus, remained dill in thofe tables. He like- 
wife delivered Marcus Pifo from the infamy of being di¬ 
verted of his dignity, and left him his paternal inheritance 
entire. He alfo oppofed the motion of Valerius Mefiali- 
nus, who was for erecting a golden datue in the temple of 
Mars the Avenger, and thi.‘ of Csecina Severus, who pro- 
pofed building an altar to Revenge. “ Such monuments 
(he faid) were fit to be raifed for vi£tories over a foreign 
enemy ; but domedic evils were either to be buried in ob¬ 
livion, or remembered with grief.” As the emperor had 
fhewn great favour to Plancina and her children, to main¬ 
tain the opinion of an impartial judge, a few days after the 
trial, he moved in the fenate, that Vitellius, Veranius, and 
Servteus, who had accufed Pifo, might be rewarded ; and 
they were accordingly preferred to pontifical honours ". 

The deatlvof Germanicus being thus avenged, Drufus, 
who had returned from Illyricum to beprefent at the trial, 
was honoured with an ovation, which, though decreed him 
the year before, for having fettled peace in Germany, he 
had podponed till the caufe was over. A few days after 
died his mother Vipfania, of all the children of Agrippa 
the only one, fays Tacitus, who died a natural death (N). 

The’ 

m Tacit. Annal. lib. iii. cap. i—19. 

(N) Agrippa had three wives, of Atticus, Marcella, the daugh- 
to wit, Pomponia, the daughter ter of O&avia, and Julia. By 

Pom- 
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The fame yearTacfarinas, who had been, fome time before, 
defeated by Furius Camillas, renewed the war in Africa 5 
but was obliged, by L. Apronius, who bad fucceeded Ca- 
millus in the government of that province, to fhelter him- 
felf again in the deferts 

This year, Emilia Lepida, defeended from one of the moil 
illuftrious families in Rome, great grand-daughter to Sylla 
and Pompey, and once defigned for the wife of Lucius Cse- 
far,was charged with impofingupon herhufband Pub.Quiri- 
nius, a fuppofititious child, with adultery, and with conTult- 
ing the Chaldseans about the fate of the imperial family ; 
which was a capital crime. Her brother Manius Lepidus 
undertook her defence ; and Tiberius behaved on this oc- 
cafion with fuch fubtlety, that it was impofiible to difeover 
his real fentiments. At firft, he begged the fenators not to 
meddle with the articles of treafon, and foon after charged 
Marcus Servilius to produce thofe very proofs, which he 
pretended to fupprefs : he would not fuffer the Haves of 
Lepida to be examined by torture, as to the articles of trea¬ 
fon, nor his fon Drufus, though conful elect, to vote firft, 
left the reft Ihould think themfelves obliged to follow his 
example. However, the Haves of Lepida confefiing, that 
{he had impofed upon her hufband a fuppofititious child, and 
even attempted to poifon him, (he was condemned to per¬ 
petual banifliment5 but at the requeft of Scaurus, to whom 
Hie had borne a daughter, either before her marriage with 
Quiririius, or after her divorce, her eftate was not confif- 
cated. After {he was condemned, Tiberius told the fena¬ 
tors, he had learned from the Haves of her hufband Quiri- 
nius, that file had attempted to poifon him alfo °. 

This year Tiberius foftened.the rigour of the law Papia 
Poppsea, which loaded thofe with heavy fines who did not 


» Tacit. Ann. lib. iii. cap. *0. 

Pomponia he had Vipfania, the 
mother of Drufus, mentioned 
hereby Tacitus. Marcella like- 
wife bore him children, if Sue¬ 
tonius is to be credited ; bur, 
as we find no farther mention 
made of them, we conclude, 
that they died very young. By 
Julia he had five children, Caius 
and Lucius Casfars, Agrippa 
Pofthumus, Agrippina, and Ju¬ 
lia. Caius and Lucius were 


• Suet in Tib. cap. 49. 

fuppofed to have been poifoned; 
Agrippinaperiihed by hunger; 
and Pofthumus Agrippa by the 
fvvord ; but as to Julia (he died 
a natural death, according to 
the account which Tacitus him- 
felf gives of it (1) ; though he 
tells us in this place, that Vip¬ 
fania was, of all the children of 
Agrippa, the only one who died 
a natural de a th . 


(1) Tacit. Annal. lib. hr. 
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marry at a certain age. Great numbers of Romans chufing 
rather to pay the fines than incumber themfelves with fa¬ 
milies, fo that the law ferved only to enrich the exchequer, 
Tiberius appointed five perfons, who had been formerly 
confuls, five who had been praetors, with ten other fe- 
nators, to examine all the regulations made before his 
time againft celibacy. Thefe explained the intricacies of 
the laws enacted againft a fingle life, which the lawyers of 
thofe days employed to ruin many noble families; and, at 
the fame time, they mitigated the rigour of the ancient 
law, by leffening the fines, which, according to the regu¬ 
lations of Auguftus, every man was to pay, who did not 
Nero, Ger- marry at a certain age. Towards the end of this year, Ne¬ 
ws' :us's ro, Germanicus’s eldeft fon, being of age, Tiberius rccom- 
tideftjon, mended him to the fenate, that he might ftand for the 
byTibeUus. five years fooner than the laws dire died ; a re- 

' queft which was readily granted, as alfo a place in the col¬ 
lege of pontiffs. The fim day he entered the forum in his 
manly robe, a donative of corn and money was diftributed 
by Tiberius to the populace, overjoyed to fee a fon of G«r~ 
manicus come of age. Their felicity was doubled by his 
marriage with Julia the daughter of Drufus* but foon af¬ 
ter, the people faw, with the utmoft concern and indigna¬ 
tion, the daughter of Sejanus betrothed to young Drufus, 
the nephew of Germanicus, and fon of Claudius, who 
reigned after Caligula. By this match, the Claudian fa¬ 
mily feetned degraded, and Sejanus exalted ftill higher. 
Death of though his power and credit with the emperor was already 
Drufus, too great: but, a few days after, Drufus died at Pompeii 
nephew to by a ftrange accident, being choaked by a pear, which 
Germane ft uc k in his throat, as in play he threw it up in the air, and 
caught it in his mouth. 

Yr. of FI. In the following year Tiberius was conful the fourth time, 
*369. and Drufus the fecond ; but Tiberius, foon after he had re- 
V C *760! the fafees, under pretence of his health, retired to 

' Campania, either to accultom himfelf, by degrees, to live 

Tiberius out of Rome, or to leave Drufus the honour of difeharging 
goes into that office alone. Not long after his departure, he ac- 
Campania. quainted the fenate, that Tacfarinas had raifed new dif- 
turbances in Africa, and exhorted them to choofe a pro- 
conful to be' fent into that province, equal to the war with 
which it was threatened. Upon this intelligence the fa¬ 
thers met 5 but, inftead of naming a governor, decreed, 
that the appointing of a proper perfon for the government 
of Africa fliould be left to the emperor. On this occafion, 
Cascina Severus made a fpeech againft any magiftrate’s car¬ 
rying his wife with him into his province j but, being op- 

pofed 
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pofcd by Valeriys Meffalinus, and by Drufus, his motion 
was over-ruled. The next time the fenate met, a letter was 
prefented to them from Tiberius, wherein, after complain¬ 
ing that they call the care of all public affairs upon him, 
he named M. Lepidus and Junius Blscfus, leaving it to them 
to choofe for the proconfulate of Africa which of the two 
they pleafed. Accordingly Blsefus was chofen, Lepidus 
pleading with great earnefinefs his infirmities, the tender 
age of his children, and a daughter who was marriageable p . 

The moderation and mildnefs with which Drufus go¬ 
verned during his father’s abfence, encouraged fome fena- 
tors to apply to him to redrefs an evil which was by degrees 
grown intolerable. The ftatues of the emperors were be- Status if 
come fan£tuaries to profligates, who, embracing them, the rmpe- 
threatened, and wantonly infulted, any perfon with impu- r °^ e b ‘^ ne% 
nity ; not even a mailer being allowed to punilh a Have for tuaries . 
the inve&ives he had uttered againft him, while he held 
the emperor’s ftatue. Againft this abufe Caius Seftius, a 
fenator, fpoke with great warmth, as he had been lately re¬ 
viled in a moft outrageous manner by one Annia Rufilla, 
whom he had profecuted and convifled of forgery. To re- Drufus rt- 
medy this diforder, Drufus fummoned Rufilla before his dreffet this 
tribunal; and finding her guilty of uttering invetftives againft ev,l ‘ 
Seftius, under prote£lion of the emperor’s ftatue, he com¬ 
mitted her to prifon. The punilhment of this profligate 
woman, and that of two Roman knights, Confidius ASquus 
and Coelius Curfor, who had forged a charge of treafort 
againft the praetor Magius Csecilianus, ingratiated Drufus 
with the people, who overlooked his luxury and diffipation, 
although he commonly fpent the day at the Ihews of gla¬ 
diators, and the greater part of the night in revels and ban¬ 
quets. Antiftius Vetus, a principal nobleman of Macedon, Antijlius 
being tried for adultery, during Drufus’s adminiftration, Veins 
was abfolved ; a eircumftance which highly offended iibe- tried, 
rius, who wrote a letter to the fenate, feverely reproaching 
the judges. He ordered them to recall Vetus, and try him 
for treafon, as a dilturber of the public peace, and confe¬ 
derate with the late king Rhefcuporis, when, having killed 
his nephew Cotys, he defigned to make war upon Rome. 

The charge of treafon, fays Tacitus, proved, in thofe days, 
the bulwark of all aecufations, and was the moft effectual 
means of making fure of the criminal. Vetus was there- and cm* 
fore condemned to perpetual baniftiment, and that he fhould emne* • 
he confined to an iiland, neither in the neighbourhood of 
Mgqedon, nor of Thrace. 

9 Tacit. Ann. lib. Hi. cap. jj. ' 
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The troubles, which began about this time in Thrace, 
prompted the judges, or rather Tiberius, to add this claufe: 
for the Odryfians, and other warlike nations of Thrace, be¬ 
ing difiatisfied with the government of Rhemetalces, to 
■whom Tiberius had given that part of the country which 
his father Rhefcuporis had pofleffed, and much more with 
the government of Trebellienus Rufus, whom Tiberius had 
appointed guardian to the fons of Cotys, who were minors, 
openly revolted ; and, having committed dreadful ravages, 
befieged Rhemetalces in the city of Philippopolis. But di- 
vifions arifnig among them, Publius Velleius, whom fome 
writers fuppofe to be the hiftorian Velleius Paterculus % 
marching from the neighbouring province, where he com¬ 
manded, defeated, and obliged them, without lofing a man, 
to abandon the fiege r . 

In the courfe of the fame year the Gauls, no longer able 
to bear the heavy tributes with which they were loaded, 
and the cruelty and pride of their governors, attempted to 
Ihake off the Roman yoke, excited by Julius Florus, a na¬ 
tive of Treves, and Julius Sacrovir, a leading man among 
the iEdui, that is, the people of Autun. The Andecavi 
and Turonii, the inhabitants of Angers and Tours, firft 
took up arms ; but the former were foon reduced by Aci-' 
lius Aviola, at the head of a cohort drawn from the garri- 
fon of Lugdunum or Lyons, and the latter fubdued by the 
fame Aviola with a detachment fent him by Vifellius Varro, 
governor of Lower Germany. Julius Florus, having at¬ 
tempted in vain to feduce a body of horfe which had been 
railed by the Romans at Treves, took refuge in the foreft of 
Ardea, attended by a rabble of his own clients and fol¬ 
lowers; but finding all the paffes befet by Vifellius Varro 
and Caius Silius, he was obliged to rifk a battle with his 
countryman Julius Indus, whom the Romans had detached 
with a chofen body of men, being well acquainted with the 
roads, and a declared enemy to Florus. Indus put him to 
flight at the firft onfet, and, purfuing him from place to 
place, reduced him to fuch difficulties, that, finding no 
other means to avoid falling into the hands of his implaca¬ 
ble enemy, he rufhed upon his own fword. By his death 
the infurredtion of Treves was quelled. But the revolt of 
the .ADdui gave the Roman generals no fmall uneafinefs, 
Sacrovir, the chief author of it, having railed an army of 
forty thoufand men, and feized Auguftodunum, or Autun, 
the capital of the nation, where he found and fecured all 
the young nobility of Gaul, hoping by that meafure to en- 

t Voff, Hift Rat, lib, i. pap, 24, 1 Tacit- Ann. lib, iii, cap. 38, 39- 

gagC. 
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gage their parents and relations in his intereft. A difpute 
which arofe between the two Roman generals relative to 
the command of the army, gave him time to prepare for a 
refolute defence. At length Varro, who was old and in¬ 
firm, yielding to Silius, who was vigorous, and in the 
flower of his age, the troops began their march, and, ad¬ 
vancing towards Auguftodunum, were met by Sacrovir Sacrovir, 
twelve miles from that city. An engagement enfuing, the the author 
Gauls were routed with great daughter. Sacrovir was ob- j ,!e r *' 
liged to fly firft to Auguilodunum, and thence to a neigh- b ‘ n 
bouring town, where he flew himfclf, and thofe who at- ma mer. 
tended him killed one another, after having fet fire to the 
place, by which it was reduced to afhes *. 

At the end of the year, Drufus falling fick, Caius Luto- c. Lutoriut 
rius Prifcus, a Roman knight, thinking the difeafe would Prifeut , 
prove mortal, compofed a poem bewailing his death ; and tried. 
out of vanity read it in the houfe of P. Petronius, in the 
prefence of Vitellia, mother-in-law to Petronius, and other 
, women of great dillin&ion. As Rome fwarmed with in- 
ftwmers, the poet was immediately accufed of treafon: all 
the ladies who had heard him were fummoned to appear 
againlt him, and frightened into a confeffion, except Vi¬ 
tellia, who maintained to the laft, with great firmnefs, 
that fhe had heard nothing. Greater credit being given to 
thofe who depofed ngninft him, Haterius Agrippa, who, 
as conful eletft, voted firft, declared, that in his opinion he 
ought to be punitlied with death. Lepidus was for con¬ 
demning him to perpetual banifhment, and confifcating his 
eftate. Of all the confulars, Rubellius Blandus alone vot¬ 
ing with Lepidus, and the reft with Agrippa, Prifcus was cwAwairf 
immediately put to death. To what a deplorable ftate of andtxt- 
flavery Rome was already reduced ! Lutorius’s real crime cuted • 
was, it feems, his having compofed a poem on the death 
of Germanicus, which had been fo well received, that ii» 
berius could not help rewarding him for it ‘. J he emperor, 
who was ftill in Campania, behaved, on this occafion, with 
his ufual ambiguity; for in a letter to the fenate, he com¬ 
mended their zeal in thus punifhing the flighteft injuries 
done to the prince ; but at the fame time, intreated them 
not to be fo hafty in puniftiing words ; he prailed Lepidus, 
and blamed not Agrippa. His feeniing to difapprove of 
this fudden execution gave rife to a famous decree of the 
fenate ; importing, that their orders fhould not be carried 

* Tacit. Ann. lib. iii. cap. 40—47. ‘Idem ibid. cap. 49. 

lib, 1 vii. p, 6j6, 619, 
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His hafiy to the trea&ry (O), nor the condemned perfon executed, 
execution in lefs tlian ten days. No criminal reaped any benefit 

gives rife f rom this refpite in Tiberius’s reign, his cruel and revenge- 
toafamus £ u j tem p er being never foftened by time, as Tacitus judi- 
ciouily obferves 

n Tacit, Anna), lib. Hi. cap. 51. Dio, lib. Ivii. p. 617. Suet, in Tib. 

cap.75 

(O) In the' treafury were blilhed, feeing the accufer may 
, lodged the public regifters, and be deceived (4)and in Cal. 
the decrees of the fenate, which, purnius Flaccus, who wrote 
rill entered there, had neither long before Theodolius’s time, 
the force nor name of decrees, “ Let the punilhment of a ra- 
but were called the orders or vifher be deferred thirty days 
authority of the fenate, as is (5)'’’ As there is no reconcil- 
evident from Cicero, Dio Caf- ing teftimonies fo evidently op- 
fius, and other ancient writers, polite and contradictory, and 
This decree of the fenate, by we have innumerable inftances 
which it was provided, that no of tranferibers miftaking num- 
pevfon condemned iheuld be ex- bers, we lliall, with the moft 
ecuted till the tenth day after judicious critics, impute to thgm 
fentence pronounced, was ob- the prefent difagreeinent among 
ferved by Caligula, even with authors. Perhaps, in tranferib- 
refpeft to thofe whom he him- ing the declamations of Quin- 
felf fentenccd to death (r), and tihan and Calpurnius, in or after 
probably by all the fucceeding Theodofiu's’s time, they adapt- 
emperors to the time of Theo- ed them to the law which that 
dolius the Great, who granted emperor had enafted. Baronius 
twenty days more to thole who pretends, that the ten days re- 
were condemned (z) either by prieve extended to all criminals, 
the prince or by the fenate (3). by what judge foever condemn- 
This we find is the general opi- ed j and thence infers, that Pi¬ 
nion, an opinion well grounded, late tranfgrefled the law of his 
fince Tacitus, Dio Caffius, Sue- prince, in caufing our Saviour 
tonius, and Seneca, affirm, in to be crucified as toon as he had 
exprefs terms, that Tiberius pronounced fentence againft 
granted ten days refpite to cri- him (6). It is manifeft from 
minals after fentence, and the Gothofredus, in his comments 
jnore modern writers unani- upon the Theodofian code, that 
moufly aferibe to Theodofius neither the decree of Tiberius, 
the thirty days reprieve. On nor the law of Theodofius, ex- 
the other hand we read in Quin- tended to the magiftrates in the 
tilian, who flourifhed about this provinces till the timeof Nice¬ 
time, the following words ; phorus Botoniates, who ordered 
“ The law forbidding a crimi- all judges and magiftrates to 
ml ro be executed, till after conform to the law of Theoda- 
thirry days, was wifely efta- fius (7). 

(1) Sense, de Tranq. cap. 14. p, 331. (z) In 1. Si Vindicari, 

C. de poems. {3) Sid. lib. i.Epilt. 7. (4) Quintil. Decia- 

mat. 303. (5) Calpur. Flac Declamat. *5. (6) Baron. 

Annal- 34, (7) Cod. Tb. tom- iii- p. 307. 
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The following year, Caius Sulpitius Galba and Decimua 
Haterius Agrippa being confuls, Caius Bibulus, one of the te- 
diles, moved, that fome reftri&ions fhould be laid upon luxu¬ 
ry ; which, notwithftanding the fumptuary laws, was grown 
to a monftrous excefs, in the expence of entertainments, in 
the number of domcftics, in the quantity of gold and filver 
plate, pictures, ftatues, and precious ftones. The motion 
was feconded by the other tediles, who enlarged on the mif- 
chievous confluences of growing evil. The fathers heard _ 
them with patience, but referred the whole matter to Tibe¬ 
rius •, a reference which occcafioned a letter from him to 
the confcript fathers ; wherein, after commending the zeal 
of the sediles, he owned, that the excefles they complained Tiberiut 
of required regulation •, that the prevailing evil ought to kc’ re f"f ,s ,g 
checked by the fevereft laws; but neverthelefs, if l'uch laws 
were ena&ed, even thofe who now cenfure the profufe lux- cure of 
nry of the times, would be the firft to complain that the luxury. 
ftate was utterly undone, that fnares were laid for every no¬ 
ble and wealthy family, and that all men would become the 
pfty of informers. He hinted, that if any of the magif- 
trates would undertake to put a flop to fo great an evil, he 
fliould have both his praifes and thanks for eafing him of 
part of his burden ; but that as to himfelf, he would not 
take upon him that odious talk. The fenate, upon reading 
the emperor’s epiftle, ordered the sediles to proceed no far¬ 
ther in the bufinefs. Tiberius, by thus rejecting the project 
of reforming luxury, which would have proved an inex- 
hauftible fund of crimes, impeachments, and confifcations, 
acquired the fincere applaufe of the nobility, with wliofe 
wealth the accufers would not have failed to enrich thcm- 
felves, had the emperor either enforced the old, or enabled 
new fumptuary laws w . . 

Soon after this occafion Tiberius wrote again to the fe- Orajusm- 
nate, defiring the tribunitial power for Drufus; VTj I hetrihuni- 
which they granted with circumftances of the moft refined tia [p QV!t r. 

flattery : ftatues were decreed to I iberius and Drufus, altars 
were eredted to the gods, and arches raifed. M. Silanus 
moved, that for the future, not the names of the confuls, 
but of thofe who exercifed the tribunitial power,. Ihould be 
prefixed to all public and private records •, Haterius Agrippa 
propofed, that the decrees of that day Ihould be written in 
letters of gold, and hung up in the fenate. Drufus, who 
was then in Campania, probably with his father, returned 
the fenate thanks for the tribunitial power, with winch they 

v Tacit. Ann. lib. iii. cap. it—JS- 

had 
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bad Inverted him; but did not go to Rome to receive that 
honour x . 

Servius Maluginenfis, who, as prieft of Jupiter, was not 
allowed to leave Italy, or even fleep one night out of Rome, 
demanding the government of Afia, and his fuit being op- 
pofed by Lentulus the augur, and others, the affair was 
left to the decifion of Tiberius, who, in his anfwer to the 
fenate, poftponing the pretenfions of the prieft of Jupiter, 
moderated the honours which had been decreed to Drufus 
with the tribunitial power, and particularly cenfured the 
motion of the golden letters, as contrary to the cuftom of 
Rome. As the liberty of inftituting fanttuaries and privi¬ 
leged places at pleafure, had long fince prevailed among the 
Greek cities, and filled their itemples with fugitive Haves, 
debtors, and criminals, Tiberius this year referred to the 
fenate the care of examining the privileges which thofe cities 
enjoyed, and the grants on which they were founded. The 
fenate and confuls, after having heard the Greek deputies, 
and carefully fearched into the validity of their feveral 
claims, utterly fuppreffed fome fanthiaries, and either'li¬ 
mited the extent, or abridged the privileges and immunities 
of others, ordering the decree they enafted on this oceafion 
to be engraved on brafs, and hung up in the temples of 
Greece f . Suetonius tells us, that Tiberius abfolutely abo- 
lilhed all fan&uaries throughout the whole Roman empire z . 

Not long after this tranfa&ion Livia, being feized with 
a dangerous diftemper, Tiberius haftened to Rome 5 for the 
mother and fon either ftill lived in perfe£l amity, or artfully 
difguifed their mutual hatred. The fenate decreed fuppli- 
cations to the gods, with the celebration of the great Roman 
games for her recovery ; and betrayed on this oceafion fuch 
a contemptible fpirit of fervitude, that Tiberius was alhamed 
of their vile degeneracy, and fcandalous fubmiffions \ The 
next time the fenate met, Cains Silanus, proconful of Afia, 
Cadi us Cordus, proconful of Crete, and Lucius Ennius, a 
Roman knight, were accufed before them; the two firftof 
robbing the public, and the other of treafon, for having 
ufed, as the current coin, a picc? of filver, on which was 
engraved the effigies of Tiberius. To the charge of rapine 
and extortion againft Silanus and Cordus, that none of their 
friends and relations might dare plead for them in their 
trial, articles of treafon were fubjoined; a fure bar, fays 
Tacitus, to all afiifiance, and a feal upon their lips. They 

* Tacit. Ann. lib. iii. cap. 56, t,r. y Idem ibid. cap. 60— 

* Suet, in Tib. cap, 37. * Tacit, ibid, cap, 6$. 
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were found guilty of maladminiftration and extortion, con- Cains Sil*. 
demned to perpetual banifhment, and their eRates declared «»■» tnU 
confifeated: but Cneius Lentulus moving, that the eftate c "f' u ' 
of Silanus, devolving to him front his mother Cornelia, who 
was related to the Csefars, might be reftored to his fon, Ti- n 
berius aflented to the motion ; and even mitigated the ri¬ 
gour of the fentence which the fenate had pronounced 
againfl: him, alleging, that the id and of Gyarus, to which 
they had confined him, was an inhofpitable place, and de- 
ftitute of inhabitants; begging, that in favour of the Junian * 
family, and in regard of his filler Torquata, a Vellal of an 
unblemiflied chara£ler, they would banifh him totheifland 
of Cythera. The fenators readily granted the requelt of the 
prince, who, by this affefled fhew of clemency, endeavoured ■ 
to cover the artifice and violence which he had employed to 
deftroy the unhappy proconful. 

The emperor pronounced the charge brought againft L. 

Ennius frivolous, and therefore would not allow him to be 
tried as a criminal. On this occafion, Ateius Capito, with The ittfa- 
an*affe£led fpirit of liberty, exclaimed, that the emperor in- meusfiat - 
trenched upon the privileges of the fenate; that all inju- ^ c *' 
ries done to the prince Were public crimes done to the com- * 
monwealth, which it was the province of the fenate, charged 
with the care of there public, to revengeand re (l min, in oppo- 
fition to any one’s private clemency and compaffron. Tibe- 
rius had reafon to cry aloud, as often as he went out of the 
fenate, “ O men prepared for bondage !” The infamy of 
Capito was the more fignal, as he debafed by it not only 
the dignity of the fenator, but his own perfonal accomplilh- 
ments b (P). The condemnation of Silanus and Cordus 
was followed by a religious debate, in what temple the 
offering Ihould be placed, which the Roman knights had 
vowed to the Equeftrian Fortune for the recovery of Livia. 

As there was no temple in Rome dedicated to Fortune un¬ 
der that title, it was decreed, that the gift of the 
knights Ihould be prefented at that of Antinm. Religious y u ^ lter ‘ 
matters being now on the carpet, Tiberius, as pontifex j e barrtd 
maximus, refumed the opinion which he had lately de- from the 
ferred, touching the pretenfions of Servius Maluginenfis; 

... ,, limits. 

i> Tacit. Ann. lib. in. cap. 66—71. 


(P) Ateius Capito was a man 
of extraordinary accomplifh- 
ments, and one of the moll 
learned civilians of his age. 
Auguftus honoured him early 
with the coufullhip to raife him 


above Antiflius Labeo, another 
civilian of equal knowlege and 
abilities, but of an unblemilhed 
character, and a probity which 
was proof sgainftall temptations. 

and 
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and produced a ftatute o£ the pontiffs made under Au* 

f uftus, declaring, that, when the prieft of Jupiter waa ill, 
e might, with the confent of the pontifex maxima?, be ab- 
font from the city two nights, except on days of public fa- 
crifice, and never more than twice a year. This regula¬ 
tion proved, that the adminiftration of a province, which 
required a year’s abfence, was incompatible with the office of 
the flamen dialis, or prieft of JupiterV So that die govern¬ 
ment of Alia, which Maluginenfis had demanded, was confer¬ 
red on the confblar who was next him in feniority. About tHis 
time, iEmilius Lepidus obtained permiffion of the fenateto 
repair and beautify, at his own expence, the bafilic ( Q*) 
of Paulus ASmilius. On the other hand, the emperor un¬ 
dertook to rebuild the theatre of Pompey, which had been 
confuroed by fire, none of that family being equal to fo 
great a charge } and promifed that it fhould ftill be called 
by the name of its illuftrious founder. On this occafion he 
expatiated in praife of his favourite Sejanus, to whofe care 
and vigilance, he faid, it was owing, that the fire had done 
no greater damage. The fervile fenate, applauding the 
prince’s fpeech, decreed a ftatue to Sejanus, to be placed 
in the theatre of Pompey 4 (R). 

Sfir,. , This year Tacfarinas, quitting again the deferts, to which 
gent em- ’ ie had been *° °‘ ten driven, appeared unexpectedly in the 
kojfy to 77- fruitful plains of Africa, at the head of a numerous army. 
h>wt. Having committed every where dreadful devaftations, he 
arrived to fuch a height of infolence, as to fend ambaffadors 
to Tiberius, demanding a fettlement for himfelf and his 


* Tacit. Ann. lib. iii. cap. 66—71. * Ibid. cap. j». - 


( Q_) Bafilics were originally 
Cpacious halls, in which kings, 
from whom thefe buildings bor¬ 
rowed their name, admimftered 
juftice to their fubjedh. The 
Romans appropriated that name 
to great halls, having two ranges 
of pillars, and two wings with 
galleries over them. Cicero 
fpeaks of the bafilic mentioned 
here (1), which, according to 
him, was begun by AJmiiius 
Paulus, then idile, and after- 
ward* conful with Caius Mar- 
cellus. It was finilhed under 


Auguflus by Paulus aEmilius, 
who was conful in the year of 
Rome 730, and afterwards cen- 
for(2); but being confumed 
by accidental fire, it was rebuilt 
twenty years after by another 
Asmilius (3), As it was at 
this time out of repair, Lepidus 
alked leave to ilrengthen and 
embellifh it at bis own expence. 

(R) We are told by Seneca 
(+), that upon the palling of 
this decree, Cremutius Cordus 
cried out, “ Now is Pompey’s 
theatre utterly deftroyed.” 


K S\) rit - * d A«'C. lib. iv. ep. 17. (*) Dio, lib. xlix. (3) Idem, 

ub. hv. ( 4 ) benee, ad Martiam* tap. tz. 
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array, and threatening the emperor, in cafe he did not 
‘grant His requeft, with eternal war. Oar hiftorian tells us, 
that Tiberias never difcovered fo much indignation and rc- 
fentment as on this occasion, not being able to bear, that a 
deferter, a freebooter, foould have the arrogance to offer 
terms, as if he were an equal enemy. He therefore or¬ 
dered Junius Blsefus, whom he continued another year in 
the government of Africa, to exert his utmoft efforts againft 
fo bold and contemptible an enemy. Blsefus drove Tacfa- He h £(- 
rinas every where before him, and purfued him into the de- tiffed kt 
forts, where he took his brother prifoner ; but Tacfarinas ***/"« 
had the good fortune to make his efcape, though the paffes 
were befet on all fides by the enemy: however, as moft of 
his forces were cut in pieces, and his brother taken, Tibe¬ 
rias looked upon the war as concluded, and confirmed to 
Blsefus the title of imperator, which his troops had con- w«# u In¬ 
ferred upon him. He was likewife honoured with the en- 
figns of triumph, Tiberius declaring, that he thus diftin- ti ‘ lt ^ imm 
guifoed him out of refpeft to Sejanus, who was his nephew, peratw. 

In the courfe of this year died three perfons of great dif- Dtuh ^ 
tirtftion; Ateius Capito, the civilian; Afinius Saloninus, fr. vt ralU- 
grandfon to M. Agrippa, half-brother to Drufus (S); and U/lrmu 
toe celebrated Junia, niece to Cato of Utica, uterine filter /*»/*«♦ 
to Brutus, and wife to Caffius. She died fixty-four years 
after the battle of Philippi, in which her hufband loft his 
life. As foe was immenfely rich, her will made a great 
Utufe; ffir foe left legacies to almoft all the great men of 
Rome, but nothing to Tiberius, who did not feem to refent 
in the lead this omiffion, but allowed her panegyric to be 
bftmdtmced in public, and her obfequies to be performed 
with all the pomp fuitable to her rank *. 

C. Afinius Callus and C. Antiftius Vetus were the fuc- 
ceeding confuls. During their adminiftration, the famous 
Sennits took the firft Heps towards the execution of the 
black deligns he had been long meditating. As this pow¬ 
erful and ambitious minifter will henceforth aft a principal 
part in the prefent hiftory, we ftall premife a fuccinft ac- <W?,- 
count of his original, manners, and charafter, copied from 
the moft authentic writers of antiquity. L. Ailius bejanus p ultl(l f 
was born at Vulfinii in Hetruria, fon to Seius Strabo, who, Se , a „ kl . 
though commander of the prstorian guards under Auguftus, 


c Tacit. Ann. lib. iii. cap. 75, 7 <- 

(S) Afinius Pollio, the fa- name Afinius Gallus, who mar. 
mous orator and poet, one of ried Vipfania, the daughter ot 
Auguftus’s chief favourites, and Agrippa, after Tiberius had di : 
Virgil** patrons, had a ion by Totced her to marry Julia. 
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and in the beginning of Tiberius’s reign, was but a private 
Roman knight f . Junius Blaefus, who had commanded the 
legions in Pannonia, and lately lignalized himfelf againft 
Tacfarinas in Africa, was his maternal uncle. He had 
other relations in great employments, and even brothers, 
who'had been confuls 5 ; but thefe were perhaps of the Ju¬ 
lian family, into which Sejanus was probably adopted. In 
the beginning of this reign he was joined with his father 
in the command of the praetorian guards, and even then in 
high favour with the prince; fo that no colleague was af- 
figned him in that important employment when his father 
was fent into Egypt, the government of which kingdom 
was, by the regulation of Auguftus, committed only to 
private knights. In his early youth he was fufpefled of 
having abandoned himfelf to the lewd defires of the famous 
Apicius (T). 

f Tacit. Ann. lib.iv. cap. x. Dio, lib- Ivii. p. 616. e Veil. 

Paterc. lib. ii. cap. ,17. 

(T) The ancients mention eftate.” Seneca, who was .his 
three of the fame name, all fa- contemporary, tells us, that he 
mous epicures. The fit ft lived publithed a book of cookery, 
in the times of the republic, and with which he infetfted the age 
is fpoken of by Athenseus (;). he lived in (7); a treatife De Re 
The fecond, who is mentioned Culinaria, that is, of cookery, 
by our hiftorian in this place, was difcovered by Albanus To- 
lived under Auguftus and Tibe- rinus, in the ifland of Mague- 
rius; and the third, as appears lonne,near Montpelier, in 1529, 
from Suidas, under Trajan, and printed at Bafle twelve 
The fecond was the moft famous years after: another copy of 
of all for gluttony 5 for after he the fame treatife had been dif- 
had, by voluptuous eating and covered a hundred years before 
drinking, reduced his immenfe by Enochus of Afcoli, under 
wealth to ten millions of fmall the pontificate of Nicolas V. 
fefterces, he chofe rather to end To both thefe manuferipts was 
his life, than retrench the ufual prefixed the name of M. Coe- 
expences of his table, for which lius Apicius; but Voflius is of 
the remaining fum was not fuf- opinion, that "this Apicius lived 
£cient. Tongues of peacocks long after the famous epicure of 
and nightingales, and the moft that name, whofe books De 
exquifite meats that the forefts, Irritamentis Guise, concerning 
feas, or rivers, produced, were provocatives for the palate, 
bis daily food (6). Heisftyled and De Jufcellis, concerning 
by Pliny, “ nepotum omnium broths, are mentioned by Se- 
altifiimus gurges ; the deepeft necca (8), Ifidoreof Seville (9), 
and moft infatiable gulf of glut- and the old fcholiaft of Juvenal, 
tony that ever fwallowed an 

(5) Athen. lib. iv. cap. 10. (6) Idem. ibid. (7) Settee, 

de Confol. ad Albin. (8) Idem, ibid. (9) Ifid. lib. **• 

de Orig. cap 4. 

SejanU 
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Sejanus was artful, infinuating, bold, penetrating, and 
ambitious. He had gained fuch an afcendancy over the 
fpirit of Tiberius, that he, who was to all the reft of the 
world impenetrably referved, difclofed to this minifter his 
whole foul without difguife. The ambitious favourite, fee¬ 
ing himfelf, by the indulgence of his matter, raifed above 
his condition, entertained thoughts of foaring ftili higher. 
He was, in power and authority, the fecond man in the 
Roman ftate: but he aimed at nothing lefs than the fo- 
vereignty: towards the attaining of which, his firft ftep 
was to gain the affe£tions of the praetorian guards, who 
were under his command. Till his time they had been 
quartered all over the city, and difperfed about the neigh¬ 
bouring towns and villages: but Sejanus, pretending, that 
while they were thus fcattered, they lived ioofe and de¬ 
bauched, and could not be eafily collefted into one body on 
any fudden emergency, obtained the emperor’s permilfion 
to aflemble them in one camp, where, he faid, military 
difeipline would be obferved with more exa&nefs and feve- 
rify. As foon as the camp was finilhed, he made it his 
ftudy to gain the favour of the common foldiers, by his af¬ 
fability and obliging behaviour: the tribunes and centu¬ 
rions were all chofen by him ; and he took care to employ 
none but his own creatures and dependents- 

Having thus attached to his intereft this formidable corps, 
the flower of the Roman forces, bis next fcheme wa3 to 
gain a ftrong party in the fenate, which was no difficult talk 
for a favourite, at whofe difpofal were both the public mo¬ 
ney, and the public employments; for no fenator, however 
diftinguilhed by his birth, or perfonal accomplifliments, was, 
employed, unlefs recommended by Sejanus h . He is faid 
to have interefted even the wives of all the men of quality 
in Rome, by promifing to each in private that he would 
marry her whenever he (hould have attained the fovereign- 
ty. He did not even negledt the emperor’s freedmen, but 
carefully cultivated their friendlhip and attachment. In the 
mean time, Tiberius, inftead of curtailing the exorbitant 
power of his favourite, was ever extolling him in his fpccches, 
both to the fenate and people, as the ffiarer of his burdens. 
He even fuffered his effigies to be adored in all public 
places, and to appear among the eagles of the legions 
for they all carried the figure of Sejanus in their colours, 
except thofe that were then quartered in Syria, which re- 
fufed to follow the example of the reft k . 

. 4 Tacit. Anna), lib. iv. cap. *. 1 Idem, ibid, k Suet. 

» Tib. cap. 48. 

1 fcut 
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His dejtgfu But this minifter’s defign of raffing himfclf to the fove- 
»» the im- reign power met with many obftrudlions. The imperial” 
penal fa- family had a numerous iffue. The emperor’s fon was grown 
’ up i and his grandfons, the children of Germanicus, were 
now of age. This confederation, however, did not deter 
Sejanus from his wicked purfuits; he refolved to cut off the 
reigning family, that none of the blood of the Caefars might 
traverfe his ambitious defign : but as it was dangerous to 
. effect this all at once, he refolved to deftroy the whole race 
atainfl^ hy degrees, and to begin with Drufus, who was continu- 
jjrufut, complaining of his overgrown power (U), and had 

lately, upon fome conteft, fhaken his fift at him, and even 
given him a blow on the face. Upon this affront Sejanus, 
after having revolved various expedients to rid himfelf of 
fuch a rival, determined, at length, to apply to his wife 
nuhofe Livia, the lifter of Germanicus. Having firft, by prctend- 
f “. ing a violent paffion, induced her to comply with his cri- 
atbauches. jni na i defires, he prevailed upon her afterwards, without 
much difficulty, to concur with him in deftroying her huf- ( 
band. Thus the niece of Auguftus, the daughter-in-laW of 
Tiberius, the mother of feveral children by Drufus, dif- 
graced herfelf, her anceftors, and herpofterity, with a vile 
adulterer; and all to exchange her prefent condition, which 
was both honourable and certain, for the hopes of one 
equally infamous and uncertain; for Sejanus had promifcd 
to marry her upon the death of her hulband, and make her 
his partner in the empire. Eudemus was made privy to the 
wicked defign, becaufe he, as pbyfician to Livia, under co¬ 
lour of his profeflion, was frequently with her in private, 
and confequently could advife and direft her, without giv¬ 
ing any offence. Sejanus, to convince Livia of the fince- 
rity of his intention, as to the promifed marriage, and there¬ 
by encourage her to difpatch her huiband, divorced his wife 
Apicata. But (till the atrocity of the crime alarmed Livia, 
and her ambition could not Another, or get the better, of 
her remorfe. Sejanus, abandoned as he was, could not, 

(U) Drufus complained, and ders; the foldiery depend en- 
indeed, with a great deal of rea- tirely upon him ; his flatue is 
fon, that while he, the emperor’s fetupin the theatre of Pompey; 
Ion, was in the flower of his age, in his grand-children the’blood 
another was called, as coadjutor of the Dfufi will be mixed with 
to the government; and even that "of Sejanus : what now re¬ 
declared colleague in the em- mains but to fee him invefted 
ptre. “Sejanus (faid he) has with the foverergn power, while 
already formed a camp for the the emperor’s fou is excluded 
guards, that, thus united, they from any fhare in the adminif* 
may, all at once, receive his or- tration ?” 

without 
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tvithout horror, think of imbruing his hands in the blood 
of the emperor’s fon ; and thefe'fcruples produced caution, 
delays, and great diftratlion in their counfels 

In the mean time Drufus, the fecond fon of Germanicv.s, 
afTuming the toga Virilis, had the fame honours decreed him 
by the fenatc which had been conferred on his elder brother 
Nero. On this occnfion Tiberius made a fpeech in com¬ 
mendation of the youth, and likewifeof his foil Drufus, on 
account of the kindnefs he fhewed to his brother’s children. 

This raifed frefh jeaioufy in Sejanus, who, judging it time fj e eau f tt 
to haften the execution of his wicked defigti, ordered Eu- Drufus to 
demus to prepare a flow-working poifon, tiiat the death of ir poifoncd. 
the young prince might he aferibed to a cafual diienfe The 
fatal potion was adminifteied to Drufus by Eygdus the eu¬ 
nuch, one of his freeihnen ; and the prince falling into a 
lingering diftemper, pined away and died m . 

Tiberius, during the whole time of his fon’s ilinefs, ap- Yr. of FI. 
peared altogether unconcerned ; nay, after his death, when * 37 *- 
his corpfe lay yet unburied, he went to the fenatc ; and, y’J 1- : 3 - 
fiifding the confuls had left their curule chairs, and placed 77 *' 

themfelves, in token of their grief, on a common feat, he T:l>erius 
put them in mind of their dignity and ftation : and the fe- fie-ws no 
nate burfting into tears, he fmothered his own forrow, and eoneen for 
comforted them in a fpeech delivered without the lead he- d ‘*' h °f 
fitation. He told the fathers, that he was apprifed he might 
be cenfured for appearing among them while his grief was to the ft- 
yetfrefh, when few, in the firft tranfports of their forrow, nate. 
could endure even the confoling fpecches of their relations, 
or behold the day. Though thofc who thus indulged their 
grief, were not, he faid, to be condemned of weaknefs, 
yet he had fought for more powerful comforts, fuch as arofe 
from purfuing the welfare of the republic. He then la¬ 
mented the prefent condition of the imperial family, the 
extreme age of his mother, the tender years of his grand- 
fons, and his own life in its decline ; and begged, that the 
fons of Germanicus, who alone could leflen the prefent 
misfortunes, might be introduced. 

In confequence of this defire, theconftils went for them; 
and, bringing in the two youths, Nero and Drufus, pre- 
fented them to the emperor, who, taking them by the hand, 
addrefled the fenate thus : “ Confcript fathers, thefe fa- He teeotn « 
therlefs children I commended to their uncle; and befought 
him, though he had .iffue of his own, to bring them up, and y onl 0 fGer- 
cherifh them no otherwife than if they were immediately manuus , 
defeended from • his own loins. Drufus being fnatched 


1 Tacit. Ann. lib. iv. cap. 3. 
Vol, XII. 


m ibid. lib. iv. cap. 1—»*■ 

X from 
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from us, I iddrefs my prayers to you } arid, in the prefeficfi 
of the.gods and our country, conjure you to receive into 
your protection, and take under your tuition, the great 
grand-children of Auguftus, defcended from moft illuftrious 
aaceftors ; fulfil your own duty towards them, fulfil mine.” 
Then turning to the youths, he exhorted them to look upon 
the fenate as their parents. This difcourfe was received 
with great fatisfaCtion, and drew tears from the eyes of all 
Honours prefent”. Before the fenate broke up, they decreed the 
decreed to f ame honours to the memory of Drufus which they had 
Drufus. before decreed to that of Germanicus, adding many others 
His ekfe- to them, agreeable to the genius of flattery. The obfequies 
quies. were performed with the utmoft pomp, and the funeral 
procefliondiftinguifhed with a long train of images, repre- 
fenting AEneas, the fuppofed father of the Julian family, 
all the kings of Alba, Romulus founder of Rome, all the 
heroes of the Claudian race, with Appius Claufus, the fir It 
of that family, who came to Rome at the head of them. 
Tiberius himfelf pronounced the panegyric of his fon, the 
people and fenate affuming the outward appearance‘’of 
mourners, but rejoicing in their hearts to fee the houfe of 
Germanicus brought nearer the throne. Befides, Drufus 
was generally hated, as being cruel, paifionate, addicted to 
drinking, and all manner of debauchery. However, he 
lived in a friendly manner with Germanicus, and, after his 
death, (hewed himfelf kind, at lead not ill-difpofed, to- 
His off * wards his children. He left behind him two fons, one 

/pring- of whom did not long furvive him ; the other, named 
Tiberius Nero Gemellus, lived to the reign of Caius, by 
whom he was put to death. Tiberius, if we may give cre¬ 
dit to Suetonius, 0 , defpifed them both, being doubtful 
whether they were really the fons of Drufus. When the 
funeral ceremonies were over, Tiberius refumed his ufual 
employments ; prohibited any farther vacation ; and to the 
ambafiadors of the Ilienfes or Trojans, who, rather too late 
in their compliments of condolence, anfwered, by way of 
raillery, as if the memory of his lofs had been entirely ef¬ 
faced, that he, in his turn, condoled with them for having 
loft fo brave and eminent a citizen as He&or. 

Sejanus at- Sejanus,- when he perceived the death of Drufus pafs un- 

tempts to revenged, encouraged with the fuccefs of his firft attempt) 
'tfina began to meditate how he might deftroy the fons of Gei- 
attdPitr ' manicus, whofe fucceffion to the empire was now indifput- 
HMdren. able": but as he could not accomplifli his deteftable defigns 
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by poifon, on account of the great vigilance of their mother 
Agrippina, and the diftinguiflied fidelity of their governors, 
he was obliged to attack them another way. He roufed the 
old hatred Livia bore to Agrippina, and by her means raifed 
fufpicioris.againft her and her children in the mind of the 
emperor. His wicked counfels had the defired effeCf 5 for 
having by a thoufand calumnies and falfe infinuations ren¬ 
dered Livia, who was naturally greedy of power, irrecon- 
cileable to the widow of her grandfon, he compafled, by 
her means, the ruin of that unhappy family. 

In the mean time Tiberius attended the adminiftration of 
juftice at Rome, and difpatched the petitions from the pro¬ 
vinces. At his defire the cities of Cityra in Alia, and 
iEgyra in Achaia, both overthrown by an earthquake, were, 
by a decree of the fenate, eafed of tribute for three years. 

Vibius Sercnus, proconful of Farther Spain, or Bsetica, be- Sr- 
ing accufedof governing his province in a violent and arbi- 
trary manner, was condemned and banifhed to the ifland of denned* 
Amorgos : but Carfius Sacerdos and Caius Gracchus (VV), 
be*ng charged with fupplying Tacfarinas with corn, were 
both acquitted r. This year, at length, after many com¬ 
plaints from the prretors, which had proved inefFe&ual, 

Tiberius, who had before laid the players under various re- 
ftraints, and curtailed their wages, reprefented to the fennte, 
that they had, on many occafions, raifed tumults, and dif- 
turbed the public tranquility; that they promoted debau¬ 
chery in private families; and that the obfeenities of the 
Ofcan farce, the fame with the Atellana, were grown to 
fuch excefs, that it required the authority of the fathers to Stage. 
check them. Upon thefe complaints from the emperor, the out 

players were all driven out of Rome and Italy % and for- Italy. 
bidden, if we believe Dio Caffius r , to a<R in anyplace what¬ 
ever of the Roman dominions. , The fame year died one 

P Suet, in Tib. cap. 13. s Tacit. Annal. lib. iv. cap. 14 - 

Suet. in Tib. cap. 37. r Dio, lib. lvii. p. 617. 

(W) Caius Gracchus was foil deftitute of liberal education; 
to Sempronius Gracchus, who, and afterwards fupported him- 
on account of his amours with felf by traffic between Africa 
Julia, had been baniftied by and Sicily. But notwitbftand- 
Auguftus into the ifland of Ccr- ing the low condition to which 
cina, and afterwards aflaffinated he was reduced, the fplendor 
there by Tiberius’s order, of bis illultrious family would 
When he firll left Italy he took have occafioned his ruin, had 
his ion Caiu9, then very young, not jElius Lamia, and Lucius 
along with him, as a companion Apronius, fucceffively procoo- 
in his exile. Caius grew up fuls of Africa, cleared him from 
there among fugitives, and men the crime laid to his charge. 

X a. «£ 
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of Drufus’s twins, for yvhofe death the emperor was greatly „ 
concerned. 

At the fame time Lucilius Capito, the emperor’s procura¬ 
tor in Afia, being accufed by the province, Tiberius proteft- 
ed, that Lucilius had no authority from him but over his 
flaves; that he had only impowered him to collect his do- 
meftic rents : and therefore, if he had ufurped the autho¬ 
rity of a prsetor, or employed military force, lie had tranf- 
grelfed his orders. Hereupon the fcnate, after hearing the 
allegations of the province, found him guilty, and he was 
condemned. The cities of Afia were lb pleafed with the 
moderation Tiberius (hewed on this occafion, and the feve- 
rity with which he had proceeded the year before againft 
Caius Silanus, accufed of cruelty and extortion, that they 
decreed a temple to him, to his mother, and to the fenate ; 
and it was accordingly built at Smyrna*. Towards the end 
of this year, Servius Maluginenfis dying, his fon was ap¬ 
pointed flamen dialis, or pried of Jupiter, in his room, and 
Cornelia chofen fuperior of the Veftals, in the place of. 
Scantia, likewife deceafed. To Cornelia a prefent of t‘wo 
thoufand great fefterces was decreed, and a privilege granted 
to Livia of fitting among the Veftals in the theatre '. 

In the following year, Sergius Cornelius Ccthegus and 
L Vifellius Varro being confuls, the pontiffs, and after 
their example the other prielts, making vows for the prof- 
perity of the emperor, commended, at the fame time, Nero 
and Drufusto the gods ; a circumftance which greatly pro¬ 
voked Tiberius, who, fending for the pontiffs, examined 
them whether they had paid that compliment to the intrea¬ 
ties or menaces of Agrippina. The pontiffs denied they had 
been influenced by either: neverthelefs, the emperor re¬ 
buked them for putting youths upon the level with a man 
of his years ; 'and afterwards, in a fpeech to the fenate, ex¬ 
horted the fathers to take care for the future not to inflate 
the pride of the young men with untimely honours, Stja- 
nus, ever intent? on improving all opportunities'of inflaming 
Tiberius againft Agrippina, feized this occafion toinfinuate, 
that Rome was rent into fa£tions; that already fome had 
the boldnefs to declare themfelves openly the partifans of 
Agrippina; and that there was no other remedy againft the 
prevailing fpirit of faction but the cutting off, under other 
pretence*, one or two of the moll daring and powerful. It 
wan, therefore, by the emperor, thought expedient, that the 
iuppofed riling laclion fhould be immediately fuppreffed, by 
the utter ruin ot all the friends of the houfe of Germanicus. 

Dio, lib. Ivii, p, Sop. Suet, in Aug. cap, 44. 

The 
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The chief among thefe were Caius Si Hus and Titjns Sabi- Cains Si¬ 
nus . Other confiderations, befides the friendlhip of Get- l ‘ ul ac ~ 
manicus, concurred to ruin Silius. He had commanded 
for feven years a powerful army, and been diftinguilhcd 
with the enfigns of triumph for his exploits in Germany ; 
he had routed Sacrovir, and fupprefled the revolt in Gaul 
but by boafting of his fervices, and publicly aflerting, that 
be had fecured the fovereign authority to Tiberius, by keep¬ 
ing his foldiers in their fidelity, when the other legions in 
Germany revolted, he had incurred the difpeafure of the 
emperor, who was glad of any favourable opportunity to 
get rid of the perfon who had rendered him fuch important 
fervices. So that his chief offence was too much fervice 
done to Tiberius : thence that refined obfervation of Ta¬ 
citus, that benefits are fo far acceptable as it fcems poffible 
to requite them, but when once they have exceeded all re¬ 
ward, hatred is returned for gratitude. His wife too, Sofia 
Galla, contributed to his ruin by her friendffiip and inti¬ 
macy with Agrippina. Both Tiberius and Sejanus thought 
it *advifeable to have Silius and his wife arraigned firft, 
and delay, for a time, the trial of Sabinus. Accordingly 
the fenate was fummoned, and Silius accufedby Varro, the 
conful, of having maintained a correfpondence with the au¬ 
thors of the revolt in Gaul, and dilhonoured his victory 
with cruel extortions. The behaviour of his wife, and her 
avarice, were likewife urged as crimes in him. Silius made 
no defence, being well convinced it would be to no pur- 
pofe: he only dropped fome words, to fhew by whole ma¬ 
lice he was oppreffed. They were both declared guilty of 
treafon ; for under that article the whole charge was brought 
againft them. Silius prevented his condemnation by a vo- Prevents 
luntary death 5 yet his eftate was confifcated, contrary to «*- 
the conftant euffom. of Auguftus, who bellowed on the 
children of the condemned the eftates of fuch as died be- tar y dtat h, 
fore fentence, whether their death was natural or voluntary. 

Calpurnius Pifo was tried next, and charged by Quintus 
Granius with treafonablc words, privately uttered againft >J l,,ru 
the emperor. To this charge the accufer added, that Pifo 
kept poifon in his houfe, and came into the fenate, armed 
with a dagger. The latter article feemed incredible, and 
therefore was dropped ; but for other crimes, of which he 
was no lefs falfely accufed, he was put upon his defence ; 
hut his condemnation was avoided by a natural death (X). 

1 Then 

(X) L. Calpurnius Pifo was ened, as we have related above, 
one of the boldeft men at that to quit Rome, and to retire into 
time in Rome, and had threat- fome diftant corner of the earth, 

X 3 where 
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Then complaints were made of Caffius Severus, who, 
though formerly confined to the ifland of Crete for his pc-, 
tulant and fatirical writings, yet continued, even in his 
exile, his former practices, defaming the molt illuftrious 
perfons in Rome. He was therefore deprived of his eftate, 
and banifhed into the inbofpitable ifland of Seriphos * (Y). 

This year an end was put to the war with Tacfarinas the 
Numidian, who was utterly routed and killed by P. Dola- 
bella, proconful of Africa, with the afliftance of Ptolemy, 
who had fucceeded his father Juba in the kingdom of Mau¬ 
ritania. The proconfuf claimed the enfigns of triumph for 
his victory, which had been granted to three others; but 
Tiberius refufed him that mark of diftin&ion, in compli¬ 
ment to Sejanus, that the fame of his uncle Blsefus might 
not be thereby eclipfed. Dolabella, on his return to Rome, 
brought with him many captives of eminence, among whom 
was the fon of Tacfarinas ; and was attended by ambaffa- 
dors from the Garamantes, a people of the Inner Lybia, 

* Tacit. Annal. lib. iv. cap. is, 13, 17, *s, 31. 

where he might be free from his violence, and his wife’s 
the mercilei's purfuits of the in- ftruggling, he made his report 
formers. He afterwards, in de- to the fenate, who immediately 
fiance of the power of Livia, appointed judges to try the pra- 
profecuted her favourite Urgu- tor. In the mean time, his 
lania, and could not be prevail- grandmother Urgulania, who, 
ed upon to drop the profecution, as we have obferved above, was 
though fhe had taken fanftuary one of Livia’s chief favourites, 
in the emperor’s palace. Tibe- finding ihe could not, with all 
ritis diiTembied his difpleafure at her intereft, lave-the life of her 
thefe freedoms; but, though he grandfon, fent him, by the ad- 
often fuppreflfid his refentment, vice of Tiberius, as was fup- 
yet deep impreffions remained pofed, a dagger, which was ta¬ 
in his unforgiving foul. citly advifmg him to prevent his 

(Y) About this time, Plau- impending condemnation by a 
tius Silvanus, prtetor, killed his voluntary death. The criminal 
wife Apronia, by throwing her had not courage enough to make 
headlong out of ope of the win- ufe of the dagger; but, caufing 
dows of his apartment. .Being his veins to-be opened, bled to 
carried by Apronius, his father- death. After his death, his 
in-law before the emperor, he former wife Numantia, whom 
pretended, that,, while he was he had divorced to marry A- 
afleep, his wife had been the pronia, was accufed of having, 
pccafion of her own death. Up- by charms and potions, difor- 
on thi6 anfwer, Tiberius haflen- dered the underftanding of her 
ed to Silvanus’s chamber; and, hulband; but was acquitted (1 ). 
finding there evident marks of 

(r) Tacit. Awn. lib, iv. cap, si. 

who, 



3*1 


The Roman Hiftory. 


who, being frightened by the death of Tacfarinas, whom 
they had affifted, thought it advifeable to appeafe the re- 
fentment of the Roman people. To Ptolemy king of Mau¬ 
ritania, who had borne a great {hare in this war, was dis¬ 
patched a fenator, with an ivory ftaff, and an embroidered 
robe; prefents which the Roman people ufed to fetid,-in 
ancient times, to kings, who were their friends and confe¬ 


derates 11 . The fame year, one Titus Curtifius, formerly a A fertile 
foldier of the praetorian guards, fowed the feeds of a fervile ■m' tup- 
war, inviting, by declarations publicly hung up, all Haves t re ! c /' n 
to refume their liberty. This tumult was fupprefl'ed juit as ,/J r,J ‘‘ 
it was breaking out, the leader himfelf,-and the molt refo- 


lute of his partifans, being furprifed and dragged to Rome, 
which was already in great confternation, on account of 
the immenfe number of domeftic Haves w . 


During the fame confulate, Rome faw an example of PibiusSe- 
horror, and unnatural cruelty, which alone is fufficient to rmu ac- 
render the reign and memory of Tiberius execrable to the ‘tf 1 * bhn 
lateft pofterity. Vibius Serenus, proconful of the Farther own ' 
Spain, was condemned, as we have already related, for 
arbitrary adminiftration, and banilhed to the (Hand of 
Amorgos: but now that unhappy father was dragged from 
the place of his exile to a frefh trial, being accufed by his 
fon of treafonable practices againft the majefty of the em¬ 
peror. The father appeared before the fenate, bound in 
chains, with a dejefted countenance, and in the difmal 
habit of a criminal, while the fon, in the gayeft attire, as 
if he intended to infult nature itfelf, alleged a plot framed 
by his father againft the emperor, acculing him, at the 
fame time, of having fent confpirators into Gaul, to ex¬ 
cite that people to rebellion. He likewife charged Caecilius 
Cornutus, foj-merly prtefor, with having fupplied the con¬ 
fpirators with money. Cornutus, though innocent, no fooner 
heard himfelf accufed, than looking upon his accufation 
only as a fignal of deftrueftion, killed himfelf: but Serenus, 
turning full upon his fon, and fhaking his chains, begged 
of the gods, with tears in his eyes, that they would rt fiore 
him to the place of his exile, where he might pafs his days, 
far from fuch objects of horror ; and that they would one 
day take juft vengeance of fuch a cruel and unnatural fon. 

He tfeen urged, that Cornutus was innocent, and only 
frightened with a fajfe accufation. He challenged his fon 
to produce other witnefles, an< ^ name other confederates, 
fmee it was not probable, that, with one accomplice only, 
he (hould have conceived the defign of murdering the 


“ Tacit. Ann. Jib. iv, cap. *7- * Idem ibid. cap. * 7 . 

X 4 prince. 
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priope, and introducing a change in the government. The 
accufer then named Cneius Lentulus, and Seius Tubero, 
both men of the firft rank in Rome, and Tiberius’s inti¬ 
mate friends. Befides, Lentulus was extremely old, and 
Tubero broken with infirmities, infomuch that Tiberius 
himfelf was confounded at hearing them named* (Z). Tu¬ 
bero was difcharged, but the Haves of the pretended crimi¬ 
nal were examined upon the rack; and their teftimony 
proved favourable to their mailer. The populace, pro¬ 
voked at fuch fcandalous proceedings, began to threaten 
the unnatural fon with the punifhments infli£ted by the 
laws on parricides ; menaces which fo terrified him, that 
he fled privately from Rome, and withdrew to Ravenna. 
Tiberius, ftill remembering fome free exprefiions, which 
Serenus had ufed, in a letter written to him eight years 
before, and not difguifing his old hatred, obliged the fon 
to return, and purfue the atflion begun againit his father. 
Nothing could be proved againit him ; notwithitanding 
the votes being taken, he was fentenced to death as a 
traitor (A). ' 

In the courfe of the fame year were accufed, and con¬ 
victed, Caius Cominius, a Roman knight, Publius Silius, 
formerly quseitor to Germanicus, and Catus Firmius, a 
fenator. Cominius had written a feurrilous poem againit 
the emperor, who neverthelefs pardoned hint, at the in- 
treaties of his brother, who was a fenator. Silius, being 
convicted of taking a bribe, in an affair which he was to 
decide as a judge, was by the fenate only condemned to be 
expelled Italy. But this fentence appearing too mild to the 
emperor, he caufed him to be baniihed into an ifland, after 
having declared upon oath, that he confulted therein the 


* Tacit. Ann. lib. i^. cap. xg. 


(Z) Dio Caffius tells us, that 
Lentulus, finding himfelf, aged 
as he was, charged with medi¬ 
tating the murder of the prince, 
and a change of ll.ite, broke in¬ 
to a loud laugh ; and that the 
emperor inftainly acquitted him, 
favmg, “I do not deferve to 
live, if I am hated even by 
Lentulus.” 

(A) Tiberius, to mitigate 
the odium accruing to hint 
fjrora fuch a glaring piece of 


injufticc, granted him his life. 
Hereupon Aiinius Gallus was 
for confining him to the ifland 
of Gyarus, or to that ot Do- 
nufa This motion was diflik- 
ed by the emperor, becaule 
both thefe iflands were deflitute 
of water: and to whom life is 
granted, faid he, the neceflaries 
of life ought likewife to be 
granted. Serenus was therefore 
remanded to Amorgos (i). 


(0 Tacit -Ann. lib, iv. cap. xS, 30. 


welfare 
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welfare of the republic. This feverity, which was then 
’ feverely cenfured, turned out afterwards to the emperor’s 
praife i for Silius, returning to Rome in the reign of 
Claudius, proved an abandoned mercenary, and one of the 
molt execrable minifters of that inhuman tyrant: a proof 
of Tiberius’s deep penetration, and thorough knowlege’of 
mankind ; a knowlege in which he has been equalled by 
few, and excelled by none. Catus Firmius was likewife 
fcntenced to leave Italy, for forging ciimes of treafon 
again it his lifter: but, as he had been inftrumental in pro¬ 
curing the dellru£tion of Libo Drufus, by firft malicioufly 
feducing, and afterwards informing againft him, Tiberius, 
mindful of this fervice, but pretending other motives, faved 
him from banifhment, but did not opptsTe his being expell¬ 
ed the fenate Y . 

Tacitus begins the following year, when Coffus Corne- Crtmuiitu 
lius Lentulus, and M. Annins Agrippa were confuls, with (:or4us <*■ 
an account of the arraignment and noble defence of Cre- rai £ ne ' 
inutius Cordus, a celebrated hiftorian, who was accufed of 
having praifed Brutus, in the annals he had publiflied, and 
ftyled Caflius the laft of the Romans ; which was the eulo- 
gium bellowed upon him by Brutus himfelf. His accufers 
were Satrius Secundus, andPinarius Natta, both creatures 
of Sejanus ; a circumftance which he regarding as a fignal 
of his deftru£tion, and befides obferving great llernnefs and 
indignation in the countenance of '1’iberius, abandoned all 
hopes of life ; he fpoke in his own defence with the fpirir, 
and iji the llyle, of a true Roman (B) ; and then withdraw'- 


y Tacit. Annal. lib. iv. cap. jt. 


(B) As to facts, confcript 
fathers (faid he), I am fo free 
from guilt, that words only are 
produced againft me. But nei¬ 
ther were my words uttered 
againft the prince, or his father, 
who are the only perfons com- 
prifed under the law of treafon. 
I am charged with having praif¬ 
ed Brutus and Caffius; men 
whofe exploits many have dif- 
played, and all in honourable 
terms. Titus Livius, one of 
our tnoft famous writers, both 
for eloquence and veracity, be¬ 
llowed fuch high encomiumS 
upon Pompey, that Augultus 
ftyled him'a Pompeian ; nor did 


this, in the leaft, prejudice 
their triendlhip. He no whcie 
calls Scipio Africanus, nor even 
this Caffius, this Brutus, thieves 
and parricides, as they are now 
commonly, termed, bur often 
mentions them as worthy and 
famous men. The writings of 
Afinius Pollio have conveyed 
down to us the memory of the 
fame men, under honourable 
characters. Meflala Corvinus 
was proud of having had Caf¬ 
lius for his general; and, for all 
this, both thefe writers flourilli- 
ed, in wealth and honours, un¬ 
der Auguftus. M. Cicero ex¬ 
tolled Cato to the ikies; and, 
never- 
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ingfrom the fenate, ftarved himfelf to death. The fathers 
condemned his books to be burnt by the sediies. This whole 


neverthelefs, C*far the diXator 
contented himfelf with anfwer- 
ing it in the fame ftyle, as if he 
had been before his judges. 
The letters of Mate Antony, 
the fpeeches of Brutus, are full 
of reproaches againft Auguftus; 
falfe, indeed, and groundlefs, 
but urged with great bitternefs. 
The poems of Bibwmlus and 
Catullus, though fillerwith fa- 
drical and virulent reflexions 
upon the Ctefars, are flill read. 
The deified Julius, the deified 
Auguftus, bore thefe inveXives; 
whether with greater modera¬ 
tion or wifdom, I cannot eafily 
fay ; for things of that nature, 
if negleXed, are but fbort-lived, 
whereas they argue, when re¬ 
lented, a guilty confcience. I 
forbear mentioning the Greeks, 
among whom not only the free¬ 
dom, but even the licentiouf- 
nefs of fpeeeh is unpunilhed; 
01, it any corrcXiou is return¬ 
ed, it is only by revenging 
words with words. It has been 
ever allowed, and at no time 
thought matter of reproach, to 
pal's our judgment upon thofe 
whom death has exempted from 
hatred and favour. Do I, with 
fcditious harangues, inflame the 
people to civil wars, or exhort 
them to join Caflius and Brutus 
now in arms, and matters of the 
fields of Philippi ? Brutus and 
Caflius, now above feventy years 
Slain, are ftill known in their 
ft at Lies, which even the con. 
queror did not deftroyt why 
then may not an biftorian pre- 
ferve their memories in bis 
writings i Impartial pofterity 
does every one juftice; and, 
it my death is determined, there 


year 

will not be wanting fome, who 
will not only maintain the me. 
mory of Brutus and Caflius, but 
mine alfo.” Notwithftanding 
this fpirited defence, the hifto- 
rian, not doubting but he would 
have been condemned by the 
fervile fenate, returned home, 
and ended his life by abftinence. 
What Cordus fays here of the 
ftatues of Caflius and Brutus, is 
confirmed by other writers, 
namely by Plutarch, who tells 
us, that Auguftus took care, 
that all the honours which had 
been paid to the two heads of 
the republican party in their 
life-time, fliould be preferved 
inviolable to them after their 
-death ; and relates, to this pur- 
pofe, the following ftory: as 
Auguftus was pafiing through 
the city of Mediolanum, in Ci- 
falpine Gaul, he obferved a lla- 
tue of Brutus, which was of 
excellent workmanfhip, and 
ftrongly refembled the original. 
Upon this he paufed ; and, in 
the prefence of many who at¬ 
tended him, called the magif- 
trates before him, and told them, 
that their town had hroken the 
league, and honoured one of 
his enemies. At firft, the roa- 
gift rates denied the faX, and, 
not knowing what he aimed at, 
ft are d upon one another, as 
men under an in exfire fiible fur- 
prixe. Then Auguftus, point¬ 
ing to the ftatue, aflteci them 
with a frown, “ Is not that my 
enemy, whom you have receiv¬ 
ed into the very heart of your 
city ? ” At thefe words, the 
teagiftrates, ftill more aftonilh - 
ed, were ftruck dumb. Where- 
Augufttw, failing, com- 
i mended 
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.year accufations were purfued with fuch rigour, that even 
during the feftival of the ferise Latinas, while Drufus, pro¬ 
bably the fon of Germanicus, who had been appointed go¬ 
vernor of Rome, was afcending the tribunal, to take pof- 
feflion of his new employment, Calpurnius Salvianus pre¬ 
ferred a charge againft Sextus Marius; which Tiberius 
highly refented, publicly rebuking the informer, who was 
immediately bajiifhed by the fenate. 

The inhabitants of Cyzicum were this year accufed of 
negle£Hng the worfhip of the deified Augultus, which they 
had eftablifhgfi in their city, and of committing violences 
upon fome Roman citizens. They were therefore deprived 
of their liberty, which had been formerly granted them by 
the Roman people, in confideration of their gallant beha¬ 
viour during the Mithridatic war. Fonteius Capito, for¬ 
merly proconful of Afia, was accufed at the fame time, 
but acquitted; it appealing that the crimes laid to his charge 
by Vibius Serenus had no exiftence : and yet Serenus ef- 
• caged unpunifhed. 

About this time, ambafladors arrived in Rome from the 
Farther Spain, to obtain permiffion to eredl a temple, after 
the example of Afia, to Tiberius and his mother. When 
they were introduced to the fenate, the emperor feized that 
occafion to confute thofe who taxed him with ambition, for 
having allowed the Afiatics to pay him divine honours, 
and fpoke in the following manner : “ I know, -confcript 'fiberiui't 
fathers, that I am generally blamed, and taxed with in- 
conftancy, for not oppofing the cities of Afia, when they ht>. 

prefented this petition. I fhall therefore now acquaint you noun. 
with the motives of my former filence, and, at the fame 
time, with the rules I propofe to follow for the future. As 
the deified Auguftus did not oppofe the founding of a tem¬ 
ple at Pergamus to himfelf, and the city of Rome, f, with 
whom all his a&ions and fayings have the force of laws, 
followed a precedent already approved, the more willingly 
hecaufe ’to the worfhip bellowed upon me was annexed that 
of the fenate j but as the accepting of that honour, in one 
inflance, deferves pardon, fo to be adored in every pro¬ 
vince, under the facred reprefentations of the deities, fa¬ 
vours of pride and ambition : befides, the rendering com¬ 
mon, and in a manner proftituting this honour, would be 
detra&ing from the glory of Auguftus. For myfelf, con¬ 
fcript fathers, I acknowlege to you, and would have pofle- 

mended them for their conftancy the ftatue ftiould remain ftand- 
tc> their friends,' though in ad- ing as he found it. 
wifityj and left orders, that 

* rity 
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rity know, that I am a mortal man, and fubjeet, like 
others, to the common infirmities of nature. It is enough 
for me to hold the chief place among you; and pofterity 
will fufficiently honour my memory, if they believe me to 
have been worthy of my anceftors, careful of your affairs, 
unmoved in dangers, fearlefs of private hatred for the pub¬ 
lic welfare. Thefe are the temples which I would raife in 
your breads, thefe the bed and mod lading images. As 
for temples and datues of done, if thofe who are wordlip¬ 
ped in them come to be condemned by the judgment of 
poderity, they are defpifed, as their fepulch^es. I there¬ 
fore here implore our allies and citizens, all the gods and 
goddeffes, befeeching the latter to grant me, tp the end of 
my life, a mind undidurbed, and a thorough knowlege of 
. the laws human and divine; and the former to celebrate 
my aflions, whenever my diffolutiop comes, with a kind 
remembrance 

Sejanus Sejanus, intoxicated with his exceflive power, and urged 
ajis young by the importunity of Livia, the widow of Drufus, who 
Lrvia in was continually reminding him of his promife, prefented a 
marriage. jnt . n ioriaI to the emperor, begging, that if a hulband were 
fought for Livia, he would remember his friend, to whom 
lie had already given innumerable indances of his affection 
and benevolence. He added, that Augudus, in the dif- 
pofal of his daughter, had not been without hopes of fome 
Roman knight ■, that be had nothing in view but the glory 
of lucli an affinity, and the fafety of his children, fince 
their alliance with the imperial family would fufficiently 
lVrecn them againd the wrath and malice of Agrippina. 
For him (elf, he faid,, he cared to live no longer than he 
could be ferviceable to fo gracious and benevolent a prince. 
Tiberius's Tiberius commended the fidelity of Sejanus, curforily 
anfvier to recapitulated his own favours towards him, and demanded 
hues. time to examine his requed with more maturity. At length 
he explained his difapprobation of the project; but with¬ 
out feeming in the lead difpieafed at the arrogance and 
prefumption of his minider; on the contrary, he afl'tned 
him, there was no recompencc fo high, but he might claim 
it from his favour and affection : that he was actually me- 
dinting fchemes for his filtered and honour, which he 
would declare on a proper occation, either in the fenate, or 
aiTembly of the people. 

Sejanus was alarmed at this anfwer, being well acquaint¬ 
ed with the emperor’s dark and didrudfnl temper: laying, 
therefore, afide all thoughts of marrying Livia, he ear- 

* Tacir. Ann. lib. iv. cap. 37, 38. 
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ueftiy intreated him not to give ear to the flanderous reports 
of his enemies, nor hearken to the malicious infinuations 
of fuch as hated him only on account of bis unlhaken fide¬ 
lity. The more he refletfed on the emperor’s anfwer, the 
more apprehenfive he grew of giving him umbrage, fie 
was chiefly at a lofs how to conduct himfelf with refpetf 
to the crowds of pcrfons of all ranks, who daily frequented 
his houfe, to court his favour. To refhfe them admittance 
would be impairing his power; and the encouraging of 
them might, as was juftly apprehended, furnilh a handle 
for criminal accufations. 

After mature deliberation, he refolved to uree the cm- 
peror to leave Rome, and retire to fome pleafant place, re¬ 
mote front the noife and hurry of the city. From this 
counfel he promifed himfelf great advantages: he knew 
there could be no accefs to the prince but by him ; all let¬ 
ters and exprefles being conveyed by foldiers, who were at 
his devotion, would pafs through his bands ; the emperor, 
, declining in age, and growing flotliful and effeminate 
tluough the folitude of the place, would more eafily tranf- 
fer upon him the whole charge of the empire; finally, he 
himfelf would be removed from the crowds of fuch as, to 
make their court, attended him at Rome; therefore one 
fouree of envy would be flopped. He began by degrees to 
rail at the hurry of bufinefs at Rome, artfully infiuuating 
to Tiberius the great inconveniencies of the city, the con- 
ilant trouble of attending,the fenate, the difeontented and 
leditious temper of the people ; highly extolling, at the 
fame time, a quiet and folitary retirement, a life without 
anguilh of mind, free from envy and ill-will, and therefore 
more fit to difpatch important and weighty matters. 

In the courfie of this year Lucius Pifo, governor of the 
Hither Spain, as he travelled through the province unguard¬ 
ed, was fuddenly attacked by a peafant, and difpatchcd with 
one blow. The ailaflin, by the fleetnefs of bis horfe, ef- 
caped to a neighbouring foreft, and there quitted him : but 
the horfe being taken, the owner was iooii difeovered, 
feized, and put to the rack, which he bore with incredible 
conftancy and refoiution, declaring that his accomplices 
might fafely behold his fufferings ; for no torture, or pain, 
however exquifite, fhould extort from him a difeovery. 
Next day, as they were dragging him again to the rack, he 
broke from his keepers, and dafhed his head with fuch viO" 
leuce againlt a lione, that he immediately expired *. 

4 Tacit. Ann, lib. iv. cap. 45, 46. 
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In the fuceeeding confulfhip of Lentnlus Getulicus, the , 
fon of Cneius Lentulus, and Cains Calvifius Sabinus, Pop- 
pseus Sabinus was honoured with the enfigns of triumph, 
for his fuccefsful exploits agairtfl the wild Thracians, who 
had taken arms, and endeavoured to expel the Romans, on 
account of their railing recruits amongft them, and convey¬ 
ing their ftoutefl youth from the country. They were, 
after a vigorous refiftance, utterly defeated by Sabinus, and 
forced to fubmit b . This year difcord began to reign in the 
imperial family ; which we fliall fee end, at laft, in the 
deftru&ion of Agrippina. Claudia Pulchra, her coufm, 
being accufed, by Domitius Afer, of adultery with Furnius, 
and likewife of employing magical charms, and preparing 
poifon for the emperor, Agrippina, being of a violent tem¬ 
per, flew to Tiberiusand finding him facrificing to Au- 
guilus, took occafion, from the facrifice he was offering, to 
upbraid him with his conduit. She faid it ill became the 
fame man to offer victims to the deified Auguflus, and pro- 
fecute his pofterity; that his divine fpirit was not transfufed 
into dumb flatties and images; that the genuine images*of 
Auguflus were his defcendants, of whom herfelf was one, 
in great diftrefs, and in the flate of a fuppliant. She added, 
that other crimes were, in vain, alleged againfl Pulchra, 
when the caufe of her intended ruin was, that fhe had un- 
advifedly loved Agrippina, even to adoration, not remem¬ 
bering the fate of Sofia, whofe condemnation and misfor¬ 
tunes were owing to the fame crime, the like unfeafonable 
affection. Thefe reproaches highly provoked Tiberius; 
but as he had a perfedl command of his temper, he only 
rebuked her in a Greek verfe, which he quoted from an 
ancient tragedy, “ If you do not reign, you think yourfelf 
injured and then difmtlled her, without vouchfafing any 
farther anfwer. Pulchra and Furnius, notwithflanding the 
foiicitations and remonftrances of Agrippina, were both 
condemned. 

Some time after this incident, Agrippina falling fick, the 
emperor vifited her; when flic, after many tears, and long 
filence, at length intreated him to give her a hatband, in 
whom fhe and the children of Gcrmanicus might find a 
faithful protedlor againft the malicious defigns of their ene¬ 
mies. Tiberius, apprifed to what a height of power the 
per fon would be raifed, who married the grand-daughter of 
Auguflus, and not chlifing openly to deny fo reafonable a 
requeft, left it fhould betray jealoufy or fear in him, in- 

b Jdem. Ann. lib. iv. cap, 4.6—<51. 
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.fhntly left tier. This behaviour was refented by Agrip¬ 
pina. Sejanus, to inflame her ftill more, and by thel'e 
means haften her ruin, employed his emiffaries to warn her, 
under colour of friendfhip, that poifon was prepared for 
her; and that flie ought to avoid eating at her father-in- 
law’s table. As Agrippina was a ftranger to diflimulatidn, j 
fhe followed their advice; and, though fhe fat near the ty the 
emperor, touched no part of the meat. Tiberius, obferv- agents of 
ing her abitinence, in order to be the better convinceil of Sejanus. 
her fufpicions, after having praifed the apples that Hood be¬ 
fore him, prefented fome of them to her with his own 
hand. This prefent only increafed the fufpicion of Agrip¬ 
pina, who, without even offering to tafte them, delivered 
them to the attendants. However, Tiberius, always dark 
and referved, fpoke not a word; but, turning to bis mo¬ 
ther, whifpered, “ No wonder (faid lie), that I fliould ufe 
feverity with her, fince fhe charges me with a defign of 
poifoning her.” Hence a rumour was fpread, that her ruin 
,wa 3 refolved upon; but that the emperor, not daring to at¬ 
tempt it openly, intended to difpatch her by fotne fecret 
means. f Tiberius, to fupprefs that report, by diverting the 
public converfation upon other topics, attended the fenate 
with great afliduity, and gave audience to feveral ambaffadors Ctmitnf'ntt 
from Afia, contending in what city the temple, lately de- about the 
creed to Tiberius, fliould be built. For this honour eleven temple de- 
cities ftrove ; but, when the votes of the fenators were col- “ 
le&ed, the pretenfions of Smyrna were preferred (C). It “ rmu 

was 


(C) For this honour eleven 
cities ftrove with equal ambi¬ 
tion, urging their antiquity, and 
diftinguifhed zeal for the Ro¬ 
man people, during their feve¬ 
ral wars with Perfes, Ariftoni- 
cus, and other kings. But the 
Hypsepenians, Trallians, Lao- 
diceans, and Magnefinns, were 
difiniffed at once, as not ftiffi- 
cient for the charge. The ili- 
enfes or Trojans reprefented, 
that Troy was the mother of 
Rome; but v had no advantage 
over the reft, befides the glory 
of antiquity. The Halicarnaf- 
ftans urged, that for twelve hun¬ 
dred years their city had not 
beta fhaken by earthquakes; 
and promifed to lay the founda¬ 


tions of the temple on a foiid 
rock. The fame plea was 
brought by the inhabitants of 
Pergamus; but as a temple was 
already erefted in their city to 
Auguftus, that diftinttion was 
judged fufficient for them. The 
cities of Ephefus and Miletus 
were thought already fufficiently 
employed with the ceremonies 
of their peculiar deities, the 
former with thofe of Diana, the 
latter with thofe of Apollo. 
Thus the difpute was confined 
to Sardis and Smyrna. The 
former urged their antiquity, 
power, and opulence : they re¬ 
cited a decree of the Hetru- 
rians, acknowleging them for- 
kinftnen; for they pretended to 
derive 
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was alfo moved by Vibius Marfas, that Lentulus, to whom, 
the province of Alia had fallen, fliould have a legate ex¬ 
traordinary appointed, to fupervife the building of the tem¬ 
ple- The motion was approved, and Lentulus empowered 
to choofe whom he pleafed; but he, through modefty, de¬ 
clining this privilege, Valerius Nafo was drawn by lot from 
among thofe who had been praetors c . 

Yr. of FI. This year, the twelfth of his reign, Tiberius put in ex-* 
A *’74- ecution the defign which he had long meditated, of leaving 

A.D. »6. J\ ome . At his departure he declared that he was going into 

' m ' Campania only to dedicate a temple to Jupiter at Capua, 
Tiberius and one at Nola to Augullus ; but in truth determined never 
abandons to return to Rome. Moll hiftorians, who wrote before 
Rome. Tacitus, aferibe this refolution to the artful infinuations of 
Sejanus ; but as be continued in his retirement fix years 

c Tacit. Ann. lib. iv. cap. jS. 


derive their original from Atys, 
the fon ot Hercules by Oni- 
phale, who is fuppoicd to have 
had two fons, Lydias and Tyr¬ 
rhene •- the former remained in 
his native country, which from 
him was called Lydia : and the 
latter fettled in Hetruria, where 
his followers were from him 
named Tyrrhenians. They like- 
wife enlarged on the opulence of 
the ancient Lydians, on the co¬ 
lonies feut under Pelops into 
Greece, which from him took 
the name of I’eloponnefus, their 
league with Rome, during the 
war with Macedon, &c. The 
account they give here of their 
original does not entirely agree 
with what we read of it in Dio- 
nyfnis of Halicarnaffus, and 
Velleius Paterculus (1). The 
Smyrneans likewife difplayed 
the glory of their antiquity and 
founders; but infilled chiefly 
on their early friendlhip with 
Home, and Jfind offices to the 
Roman people, whom they af- 
iiiied not only in their foreign 

(t) Vide Dipn. Halicar. fib. i. ; 
fit- Ann. lib. iv. cap. 5$, 56. 


wars, but in thofe which were, 
waged in the very bowel# of 
Italy. They delired the fathers 
to remember, that they had, be¬ 
fore any other people, eredled 
a temple to Rome, when the 
power of the Roman people was 
indeed great, but not yet railed 
to its greateft height, lince Car¬ 
thage was Handing, and Alia go¬ 
verned by mighty kings. They 
laid great llrefs on their genc- 
rofity to Sylla, the miferablc 
condition of whofe army, ready 
to perilli in a fevere winter for 
want of cloaths, was no Ibonet 
related to the citizens of Smyr¬ 
na, at that time aflembled, than 
they all flripped themfelves ot 
their own garments, and fent 
them to the naked legions. This 
fignal inftance of their great fi¬ 
delity, and iincere attachment 
to the Roman people, made fo 
deep an impreffion upon the 
whole aflembly, that the ho¬ 
nour for which fo many cities 
contended. Was, by a great ma- 
jtfrity,conferred upon them (*)■ 

: Veil- Patercul lib. i. (a) Ta- 


after 
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,after the difgrace and execution of Sejanus, that writer 
thinks he was influenced by fome other more powerful mo¬ 
tive, namely, that of concealing, in the darknefs of a retired 
and folitary place, his natural inclination to cruelty, lewd- 
nefs, and debauchery i D). Some believed that, in his old 
age, he was afhamed of the figure of his perfon ; for he 
was very thin, tall, and (looped ; his head was bald, his 
face full of ulcers, and, for the mod part, befmeared with 
ointments(E). Duiing his retirement at Rhodes he ufed 

to 

(D) As to his debauchery, • meal. He prefentcd Afellius 
Suetonius tells us, that, in his Sabinus with two hundred thou- 
youth, he was much given to faud fefterces, for a dialogue he 
drinking ■, that, intlead of Ti- had written between the mufli- 
berius Claudius Nero, he was room, the beccafico, orfigpeck- 
nicknamed Biberius Caldius er, theoyiler, and the thrufli, 

Mero. Afterwards, being railed which were all his favourite 1 
to the fovereign power, conti- difiies, (1). As to his lewdnefs, 
jlues the fame writer, at the exceffes fo deteftably infamous 
\tzrj time he was reforming the are related of him by the fame 
manners of the people, he l'peut writer, that they feetn almult 
one night and two days in ca- incredible. We (hail not defile 
rouling with Pomponius Flac- our hiftory with the infamous 
cus and L. Pifo, to one of whom detail he gives us of them ; but 
he gave immediately the pro- onty relate one inftauce out of 
vince of Syria, and to the other thetnanywhichthatauthorpro- 
the government of Rome, ftyl- duces. He tells us, that a very 
ingtherr), in his letters, “ ju- fcandalous picture, done by the 
cundiffimosSc omnium horarum famous Parrhalius, reprefenting 
amicos; his moft agreeable Atalanta and Meleager, being 
friends, and ready at all ieafons.” left to the emperor as a legacy. 

Being invited to fupper by Sex- upon condition, that if he liked 
tus Gallus, an old debauchee, not that piece, he fliould have 
who had been noted with in- a million of fefterces paid him 
famy by Auguftus, and feverely immediately in its (lead, he not 
reprimanded by himfelt in the only preferred it to the mo- 
fenate, he accepted the invita- ney, but cattfed it to be hung 
tion, upon condition that heal- up in his chamber(2). 
tered nothing of his old way, (E) Suetonius deferibes his 
and that they were ferved at perfon thus: “ He was (fays 
table by naked virgins. He pre- he) of a ftrong well fet body, 
ferred a man of mean extrac- fomewhat exceeding the com- 
tion, who ftood for the quseftor- mon fize ; broad in the bread 
(hip, to feveral competitors of and flioulders, in the reft of his 
great diftin&ion, becaufe he limbs, from head to foot, well 
had drunk with,him an inert- proportioned. He ufed for the 
Bible quantity of wine at one molt part his left hand, in the 

(*) Suet, in Tiber, cap. 4a. (*) Tacit. Aiinal. lib. iv. cap. 

55 . 5S. Suet on. in Tiber. 
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to avoid, as much as he could, appearing in public, and td 
conceal his debaucheries in the recefs of a folitary life : 
whence many concluded, that he had been prevailed upon, 
not fo much by the plaufible perfuafions of Sejanus, as by 
his own natural inclinations, to retire from the city. Some 
averting, that he was driven from Rome by the reftlefsand 
infupportable ambition of his mother, whom he fcorned to 
admit as a partner in the fovereignty, and could not entirely 
exclude. Cnee the empire itfelf was her gift d (F). 

Whatever was his motive, though he removed to feveral 
places, he never returned once to the city during the re¬ 
maining part of his reign. He departed with afmall attend¬ 
ance, having with him but one fenator, Cocceius Nerva, 
formerly conful, and well verfed in the knowlege of the 
laws, one Roman knight, befides Sejanus, named Curtius 
Articus, and fome men of letters, chiefly Greeks, with 
whofc converfation he was pleafed Upon his departure 
the aftrologers pretended, that ho left Rome under fuch a 

<i Tacit. Annal. hb. iv. cap. 57, 58. Rio, lib. lviii. p. 60. Suet. lib. 
iii. cap. 39. « Tacit. Annal. libiiv. cap. 37, 58. 

joints of which he had fuch Suetonius, to advance a perfoil 
ftrength, that he could run his whom he had admitted citizen 
fingers through a green apple, of Rome, into the number of 
however found, and ftun a man ' the decuries, he abfolutely re- 
vvith a fillip. His complexion fufed to do it, unlefs fhe would 
was fair, his hair long behind, allow it to be inferred in the re- 
foas to cover his neck, which gifter, “ That it was extorted 
was peculiar to the Claudian fa- from him by his mother ” This 
mily. His countenance was repul fe Livia took greatly amifs, 
graceful, though covered with and immediately produced cer- 
fmall pimples; he had large tain letters which Auguftus had 
eyes, and could fee in the dark, formerly written to her, com- 
butonly for a fhort time, and plaining of his ftubboru temper, 
when he firft awaked. Hefioop- and the intolerable perverfenefs 
ed, efpecially when he walked, of his manners, and caufed them 
and expreiled always a great td be publicly read. This in¬ 
deal of feveriry in his ftern fpired him with fuch an averfion 
looks. He was flow of fpeech, to the emprefs, who had fo long 
and in private converfation was preferved, and fo malicioufly 
continually moving his fingers, produced, thefe letters, that he 
He was healthy, though, from was thought by fome to have 
the thirtieth year of hjs age he withdrawn from Rome, that lie 
lived freely, without, hearken- might have no farther inter- 
iug to his phyficians. courfe or comnfhnication with 

(F) Livia having prefled him her (3). 
very earneftly, as we read in 

(3} Suet, in Tiber, cap. 51. 

conjun&i°# 


What 
prompted 
him to re¬ 
tire. 
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VonjUnftion of the planets, that he would never return ; 

■and that his end was at hand. That he was never to return 
to Rome proved true; but the conjectures publifhed by 
the aftrologers concerning his death, ought to have con¬ 
vinced the world of the falihood of that art, fince it proved 
fatal to its profeflors, of whom many Were, for their pre* 
dictions, either put to death or involved in endlefs calami¬ 
ties, which, with all their knowlege of the ftars, they had 
not forefeen f ; whereas Tiberius lived eleven years after 
his retreat. 

However, their conjectures touching his death were very 
near being fulfilled foon after his departure ; for as he wa 3 
fupping in a cave of one of his villas, called thence Spelunca, 
its mouth fuddenly fell in, and buried under it forne of his 
attendants. The reft were fo frightened, that, abandoning 
the emperor, they all fled, except Sejanus, who, covering Srjanustx- 
the emperor’s body with his own, and (looping upon his pofes his 
Jtnees and hands, received all the ftones that fell from the r er i' m f° r 
ro<»f, fo that Tiberius efcaped unhurt. From this time, the ! ‘‘ l,cr ‘ us ’ 
emperor efteeming his minifter as a man quite regardlefs of 
his own fafety, and only folicitous about his prince, repofed 
an entire confidence in him, blindly following all hiscoun- 
fels, however bloody and deftruClive This confidence the 
wicked minifter abufed to the deftruction of the family of 
Germanicus, which alone could thwart his ambitiousdefigns. 

He firft attacked Nero, the eldeft fon of Germanicus, con- 
fequently next in fuceeflion, fuborning perfons to mifrepie- 
fent all his aClions to Tiberius. Nero was a young prince f]e brimrs 
110-way ambitious, but regardlefs of that circumfpeclion //„.»into 
which his prefent fituation required. He was alfo milled, difgrace 
and ill-advifed, by his freedmen and followers, who, defirous ™ l,h r,ht ‘ 
of having the power in their own hands, were continually ™' 
animating him to exeit the courage and refolution becom¬ 
ing a perfon in his ftation. They told him, that both the 
people and foldiery longed to fee him fliarc the government 
with his grandfather; and that, as to Sejanus, he would 
not dare to oppofe him, though he now equally infultedthe 
tamenefs of an old man and the floth of a youth. As the 
young prince liftened to fuch fuggeftions, fome unguarded 
expreffions efcaped, which were immediately noticed by the 
fpies placed upon him, and with aggravations carried to the 
emperor, who would not allow him the privilege of clear¬ 
ing himfelf. He was even betrayed by his wife Julia, the 
daughter of Drufus and Livia, who acquainted her mother, 
and by her means Sejanus, not only with the words, but 

f Tacit, Ann. lib- iv. cap- it, J*» 
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even with the fighs and dreams of her hufband. His brother 
Drufuswas likewife drawn into the combination, with the 
hopes of immediately fucceeding Tiberius, in cafe bis elder 
brother, already in difgrace, (hould be effectually fet afide. 

The emperor, thus prejudiced againft him by his neared 
relations, and thofe who were thought to be his bed friends, 
always received him with a derri countenance : if the youth 
fpoke, there was fomething criminal in his words; and his 
filence was dill more exceptionable. Sejanus, having by 
thefe bafe arts irritated Tiberius againd Nero, began to 
confult with his creatures how he might inflame him, at 
the fame time, againd Drufus and Agiippina, that the 
whole family of Gertnanicus might be involved in the fame 
ruin. This year Pontius Pilate was appointed by Tiberius 
governor of Judaea, in the room of Valerius Gratus 5 . 
How he behaved during his ten years adminidration, ap¬ 
pears' from Philo h , and from what we have faid in our 
hidory of the Jews. 

In the following year, M. Licinius Craffus and Lucius 
Calpurnius Pifo being confuls, Atilius, one of the race'of 
freed-men, having built an amphitheatre at Fidenae, in or¬ 
der to exhibit a fight of gladiators, vad crouds flocked thi¬ 
ther from Rome, eager for fuch {hows, as during the reign 
of Tiberius they were debarred from diverfions at home. 
As the fpeftators were intent upon the gladiators, the am¬ 
phitheatre, which was but {lightly built, and overcharged 
with the multitude, fell down, and with its fall deflroyed 
or maimed fifty thoufand perfons ' (G). Atilius, who had 
built the amphitheatre only for gain, and therefore em¬ 
ployed bad materials, and unfkilful workmen, was baniflied ; 
and it was decreed by the fenate, that for the future, no 
man, who was not worth four hundred thoufand federces, 
fhouId exhibit the {how of gladiators k . The public afflic¬ 
tion occafioned by this terrible blow was yet frefli, when it 

* Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xviii. cap. 3. s Philo Legat. ad Caium. 

' Tacit. Ann. fib. iv, cap 60—6*. * Idem ibid. cap. 63, 

(G) Suetonius fays, that to the great fatisfadtion of the 
twenty thoufand fouls periflied city, was revived, at this junc- 
by this accident {1). On this ture, the public fpirit of the an- 
occafion the great men of Rome cient Romans, who, after great 
threw open their doors, to re- battles, conftantly relieved die 
ceive fuch as had been hurt, wounded, fuflained them !•>’ 
lupplied them with medicines, their bounties, and attended 
and took all poffible care of them with care, 
them till they, recovered. Thus, 

(1) Suet lib. tit, cap, 49. 

was 
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was increased by another accident. A fire breaking out on Mo», 

^rurnST fuc u hra S cand Violence, that it &«»■ ' 
conlumed all the houfes in that quarter of the city. On I*”'* h 
this occaiion Tiberius gave new proofs of a generofitv ^ r, ‘ 
worthy of a great prince; for, without the application of ‘Tiberius', 
friends, or any ambitious vtews, every fufferer was relieved gZZfo 
by his bounty. For this liberality the fenate returned him 
thanks ; and ordained, that Mount Ccelius thould, for the ca '‘ im ' 
future, be ftyled Mount Auguftus, fince the flatue of Ti¬ 
berius, which Rood there, in the houfe of Junius the fe- 
nator, was Ipared by the flames, though every thine round 
it was confumed. ° 

As the univerfal zeal of the great men in Rome, and the 
bounty of the prince, adminiftered great relief in the prefent 
misfortunes, fo the fury and rage of the informers, which 
grew daily more dreadful, involved the mod illuftrious ci¬ 
tizens in horrible calamities. Quintilius Varus, a man of Informers 
great wealth, and related to the emperor (H), was ac- btamt 
•cufed by Domitius Afer, the fame who had arraigned his more 
mother Claudia Pulchra. The informer had fquandered 
what he had earned by procuring the condemnation of 
Claudia ; and therefore, in hopes of a more ample reward, 
had marked out, and doomed to deftrutSion, Varus, one of 
the moft wealthy men in Rome. The city was furprifed to 
lee Publius Dolabella, a man of an illuftrious family, and 
nearly related to Varus, join a perfon of fuch an infamous 
chara&cr as Afer, againft his kinfman. The fenate was fo 
fliocked at this circumftance, that they refufed to hear the 
charge, and voted, that the trial Ihould be poftponed till the 
return of the emperor 1 . 

Tiberius, having dedicated the temples in Campania, Yr. of FI. 
though he had, by an edi£t, enjoined the public not to dif- *375. 
turb him, and ported foldiers on the roads to prevent the 27 " 
concourfe of people to the towns where he refided, never- ' 775 * 
thelefs, retired to Capret?, an ifland feparated from the i-iteriut 
c,! P e of Surrentum by a channel of three miles. The air is rtitrea it 
tnild there in the winter, the cold winds being intercepted Capri, r. 

* Tacit. Ann. lib. iv. tap. 66, 77. Suet. lib. iii. cap. 41. 


(H) Qjrintilius Varus was 
probably (bn to the commander 
“1 that name, who was with the 
R oman legions cut off in Ger- 
:m y. He married one of 
ermanicqs’s daughters, as we 


read in Seneca (2). Befides, 
he was the fon of Claudia Pul¬ 
chra, whom Tacitus calls A- 
grippina’s coufin, and by that 
means related to the reigning 
family. 


{1) Sente, lib. i. controvert - . 3. 

Y 7 , 
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by a mountain, and refrefhed in the fummer by gales from 
theweft. The fea, open all around, prefentsadelightful view: 
from thence was feen at that time one of the molt beautiful 
coafts in the world ; but it was afterwards greatly damaged 
by the eruptions of Mount Vefuvius. The ifland was iur- 
rounded on all fides by inacceffible rocks, and a profound 
and almoft bottomiefs fea, deftitute of havens, with very 
few ftations for the fmaller veffels, and thofe very difficult 
of aceefs; fo that none could put in unperceived by the 
guards (I). Tiberius confined himfelf to twelve villas on 
the Ifland ; feme of which were probably built by Au- 
guftus, who, liking the folitude and mild air of the place, 
had purchafed it, according to Dio Caffius of the Nea¬ 
politans. 

Gii>ts him- There Tiberius fpent the laft ten years of his life, giving 
fell up to himfelf entirely up to the moll infamous lewdnefs and de- 
ej -wicked kaucheries, which ought to be buried in oblivion. In that 
nefs. " gloomy rectfs he threw off all concern for the common¬ 
wealth, though he had been, to that time, very affiduous iq_ 
the adminiftration of jultice, and intent upon public cafes, 
Neverthelefs, he retained his fufpicious temper, and gave 
more credit than ever to informers, Sejanus inflaming his 
jeaioufies, and fomenting his diftrufts, for the private views 
of his ambition. Spies and informers were employed in all 
The effeSls parts of the city: if a perfon of merit teflified any zeal for 
ojhisjujpi. the glory of the empire, Tiberius immediately fufpccted it 
~' i ‘ was from a fecret defigti of obtaining the fovereignty. If 
another made honourable mention of liberty, he was looked 
.upon as a dangerous perfon, who aimed at re-eftablifhing 
the commonwealth. To praife any of the ancient Romans, 
was a capital crime ; and to regret A-uguflus was complain¬ 
ing of Tiberius. Every aftion became liable to forced in¬ 
terpretations; the molt innocent difeourfes ejepreffed evil 
de(igns;_a diferete filence concealed mifebievous intentions; 
joy betrayed hopes of the prince’s death ; melancholy im¬ 
plied envy of his profperity; and fear, the juft,apprehc 11 ' 


m Dio, lib. Hi. p. 495. 

(I) Suetonius tells us, that, a barbaroufly, being frightened 
few days after his arrival in the with the conlideration, that the 
ifland. ut Capresy, a fiflierman poor man had made his way to 
brought him a mullet of an ex- him through places which i' e 
traordinary fize; but that the thought unfrequented and m ‘ 
emperor, inflead of regarding, acceffible (3). 
caused him to be ufed moft 


Cops 


(3) s uet. in Tiber, cap. 60. 
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lions of a guilty conference: fo that to fpeak, to be filent, to 
be glad, to be grieved, to be fearful, or confident, were all 
crimes, and frequently punilhed with death. Sejanus’s per¬ 
nicious practices and wicked devices were chiefly levelled 
againft Agrippina and her fon Nero. As there was now 
no accefs to Tiberius but by him, he no longer concealed 
his attempts upon them, but openly placed guards to obferve 
the tneflages they fent, the vifits and company they re¬ 
ceived, their behaviour in public, and their private con¬ 
vention. Befides, he fuborned feme of their friends to 
advife them, as they were thus diftrefled, either to fly to 
the armies in Germany, or, embracing the ftatue of Au¬ 
gustus in the for-um, to implore the aid and protection of 
the fenate and Roman people. Thefe couhfels, though re¬ 
jected by them, were laid to their charge, as if they had in¬ 
tended to put them in execution ", 

The following year, when Appius Junius Silanus and P. 
Silius Nerva were confuls, began tragically. Titius Sabi- 
nus, an illuftrious Roman knight, was dragged to prifon, 
f«r his Heady and faithful adherence to the family of Ger- 
manicus (K). He was immediately after fentenced to death, 
and the fame day, the firft of the new year, which was a 
great fefUval among the Romans, executed, without being 
allowed time to make his defence (L). The city was never 

feized 


» Tacit, Ann. lib.iv. cap. 68—70. Dio, lib. lviii. p. 6u. 


(K) Latinius Latiaris, hav¬ 
ing infinuated himfelf into his 
friendlhip, with a defign to be¬ 
tray him, firft bewailed the cafe 
of Agrippina, and her fon Ne¬ 
ro ; and then inveighed bitterly 
againft Sejanus’s pride and cru¬ 
elty, not fpariog the emperor 
himfelf. Sabinus, not aware of 
the fnare, approved all he laid ; 
and added many fevere reflec¬ 
tions of his own upon the cru¬ 
elty of Tiberius, and imperious 
conduCt of his favourite minif- 
ter. The traitoT having thus 
infinuated himfelf into the con¬ 
fidence of the unfufpeCting Sa¬ 
binus, procured evidence againft 
him, by placing three degene¬ 
rate fenators betwixt the ceiling 
2nd the roof of an apartment, 

where he inveigled Sabinus in¬ 


to afecond converfation, which 
turned on the cruelty of Tibe¬ 
rius and his favourite. Thefe 
abandoned informers communi¬ 
cated what they had heard to 
the emperor, who in a letter to 
the fenate, required them to 
take vengeance on the traitor 
Sabinus. The names of thofe 
infamous fenators were Porcius 
Cato, Petilius Rufus, and Mar¬ 
cus Opfius. 

(L) Sabinus, fays Tacitus, 
was dragged away to immediate 
death, with his head muffled in 
his robe, and a rope about his 
neck : but, neverthelefs, exert¬ 
ing bis voice as far as he could, 
he cried opt, “ With thefe fo- 
lemnities the year begins; thete 
are the viaims which Sejanus 
offers for, on the firft day 

Y 4 W 


Titius Sa¬ 
binus ac- 
cufed . 


He it con¬ 
demned, 
and exe¬ 
cuted. 
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leizcd with greater dread; one relation feared another; a 
general diftruft reigned among men of all ranks; ftrangers 
and acquaintance were equally avoided s even dumb and in¬ 
animate things, roofs and walls, Qccafioned dread and cir- 
cumfpcclion. The emperor no fooner heard of the execu¬ 
tion of Sabinus, than he wrote to the fenate, thanking them 
for having punifhed an enemy to,the commonwealth. He 
added, that he palled a life full of fear and anxiety, and that 
he was under continual apprehenfions of the fnares of his 
enemies, Though he named none, yet it was well known 
he meant Agrippina and Nero, again!!; whom he was con- 
Tht accu- ftantly incenfcd by Sejanus and his creatures. Juft vcn- 
thei^jufl geance foon overtook the authors and contrivers of fuch in- 
doom. famous treachery ; for fome of them perilhed miferably un¬ 
der the emperor Caius, and fome under Tiberius; who, 
though he would not fuffer the minifters of his tyranny to 
be criilhed by others, yet, forfeited with their infamy, of¬ 
ten lacriiiced them himfelf to the public vengeance, to make 
room for new emifl'aries, who were daily offering the fame 
vile fervices * 

When Tiberius’s letter was read in the fenate, Afinius 
Gallus propofed, that the prince fhould be defired to explain 
his fears, and fuffer the fenate to remove thecaufe of them. 
This morion the emperor highly refented, thinking that 
Afinius was apprifed of this diffimulation; but, however, he 
fmothered his wrath, Sejanus Itriving to appeafe him, not 
from kindnefs to Gallus, but becaufe he knew, the more 
_ his 1 anger was reftrained, the more tragical it would prove 
revolt, at * a ^ r - * his >’ ear f h e Frifians, no longer able to bear the 
and defeat tyranny of the Romans fent to govern them, fhook off the 
L. Afro- yoke, and defeated L. Apronius, who was difpatched again!! 

them with a ccntiderable force (M). But Tiberius chofe ra¬ 
ther 

V Tacit, Se I}io, ibid. p Tacit, ibid. cap. 69. 

the new year viSims were (lain eitus, rebelled, rather provoked 
in ali the temples. Such a at the avarice of their governors 
dilinal fight occafnmfd-univer. than impatient of the Roman 
fal terror, flight, and folitude : yoke Drufus laid a tribute on 
wheievei toe unhappy vi. r tim them fuited to their poverty, 
appeared, the people, to avoid obliging them only to furnifh 
betraying any marks of grief or certain hides for the ufes of the 
companion, fled, and withdrew foldiers, without infilling upon 
in the utmoft conflernation ; fo any particular fize or thicknefs. 

' that as he palled, the ftreets But Olennius,' whom Tiberius 

were empty, and the public appointed to govern them, hav- 
^ ' n g procured the large bides of 

(b?) 1 he Frifians, fays Ta- fome wild bulls, infilled upon 

their 
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. fher to fubmit to the lofs the empire had fuftaincd, than 
truft any able general with the command of the army. The 
fenate indeed met on this occafion; but, inltead of deliber¬ 
ating about an affair of fuch importance, they only decreed 
ftatues to Tiberius and Sejanus, not being aftedled with the 
Ioffes fuflained on the extremities of the empire, but wholly 
intent on fccuring themfelves, by the moft fhameful flattery, 
againft the evils that threatened them at home s. They 
importuned both the prince and his favourite with repeated 
felicitations, that they would be pleafed only to fliew them- 
feives in Rome; but to no purpofe : they could not, by 77 beriut 
any intreaties, be prevailed upon to approach the city, think- returns far 
itig it fufficient condefcenfion to quit their ifland for a few a ftnudayt 
days, and fuller themfelves to be feen on the coaft of Cam- coa ' 
pania. Thither crowded fenators, knights, and great part 
of the people, all eager to court the favour of Sejanus, who 
was more difficult of accefs than the emperor, and admitted 
fuch only as were either his creatures, or by his creatures 
• recommended to his countenance and protection. Tiberius 
haVing betrothed Agrippina, his grand-daughter by Germa- 
jiicus, to Cneius Domitius (N), and ordered the nuptials to 

be 

s Tacit. Ann. lib. iv. cap. 7*—74. 


their paying the tribute accord¬ 
ing to that meafure. As their 
domeftic cattle were but frnall, 
this proved a very hard talk upon 
them. At length, not being 
able to pay yearly the required 
tribute, they parted with their 
herds ; next refigned their 
lands ; and, laftly, furrendered 
their wives and children to 
bondage, Their miferies and 
complaints made no impreffion 
on their hard- hearted governor ; 
which fc provoked them, that, 
in the end, they refolvcd to 
feek relief from war. 

(N.t Cn. Domitiu9 was de¬ 
fended from a very ancient fa¬ 
mily, and, befides, was nearly- 
elated to the Casfars ; for he 
vas the fon of L. Domitius, of 
vhom we have fpoken above, 
nd Antonia Major, the daugh- 
:r of Oftaviana and Marc An- 
Jn y ; fo that Auguftus was his 


great-uncle. By Agrippina he 
had the emperor Nero, and was, 
as Suetonius obferves, worthy 
to be the father of fuch a 
prince, being, in every part of 
his lifedeteftable. In his youth, 
he attended Caius Coefar into 
the Levant, and there flew one 
of his freedmen, becaufe he re- 
fufed to drink as much as he 
commanded him. On his return 
to Rome, he drove his cliauot 
over a boy on purpofe, and nod 
him to death. In the midft of 
the forum, he pulled out the 
eye of a Roman knight, for re¬ 
prehending him with more than 
ordinary liberty. While he was 
pnetor, he defrauded the vic¬ 
tors in the chariot races of their 
prizes. About the end of 1 i 
berius’s reign, he was accufed 
oftreafon, of adultery, and ot 
inceft with his lifter Lepida; 
but, Tiberius dying, he efcapcd 
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be celebrated at Rome, he quitted the continent, and re, 
turned to his ifland r . This year died Julia, grand-daugh- ' 
ter of Auguftus, by whom, after her marriage with Paulus 
-/Emilias, fhe had been, on account of her loole and fcan 
dalous behaviour, banifhed to the ifland of Trimetus, when; 
fhe died, after twenty years of exile. 

The following year, when L. Rubellius Geminus and 
Caius Fufius Geminus were confuls, was diftinguilhed by 
the death of Livia, the mother of Tiberius, ftyled, in the 
ancient inferiptions, Julia Augufta, becaufe adopted by Au- 
guflus, in his lad will, into the Julian family. We have 
already fpoken of her defeent, and marriage with Auguftus, 
by whom fhe had no iflue ; but by the marriage of Germa- 
nicus and Agrippina, her blood came to be mixed with that 
of Auguftus in their great grand-children. She had an ab- 
folutefway over Auguftus, which fhe acquired and main¬ 
tained, fays Dio Caffius, by a ready acquiefcence in his 
will, without ever betraying the leaft defire to know what 
he concealed from her, or any jealoufy or diflatisfadlion on # 
account of his intrigues with other women 3 . In her were 
united the wifdom of her hufband, and the diflimulation of 
her fon. She was fo eager to aggrandize her children, that 
fhe was, not without good grounds, fufpeoled of having 
obtained her end by the deftruction of her hufhand’s family. 

She was an irreconcileable enemy to Julia, the daughter 
of Auguftus, and never ceafed perfecuting her whole Gift- 
fpririg. She claimed an equal fliare with her fon in the 
power which flic had procured him. This Tiberius was 
not of a temper to allow. He frequently commanded her 
not to meddle with ftate-afiairs, which, he faid, were above 
the fphese of a woman. He avoided her conversation, 
efpccially in private, as much as he decently could, left he 
fhould feem to be governed by her counfels. Being in¬ 
formed that, on occafion of a fire, fhe had run imme¬ 
diately among the people, encouraging both them, and the 
foldiers, to flop the rage of the flames, as fhe ufed to do in 


r Tacit. Ann. lib. iv. cap. 7$. 
lib. ivn. p. 619. 

the punifliment due to his 
crimes. He died, under the 
emperor Caius, of a dropi'y., 
leaving behind him Nero by 
Agrippina We are told, that, 
being congratulated by his 
triends upon the birth of his fon 


Suet. lib. vi. cap. 5. * Din, 

Nero, he ar.fwercd, that no¬ 
thing could proceed trom A- 
grippina and him, but what was 
deteftable, and would prove 
pernicious to the common¬ 
wealth (1). 


(1) Suet, in Ner. cap. j, & 6. 


the 
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the time of Augultus, be reprimanded her with fome acri¬ 
mony We are told, that, by degrees, be arrived at fuch 
an height of iniquity, as to hate and deteft her u . At leaft, 
it is certain, that, during the three years flie lived after his 
retirement, he never faw her but once, and then for a very 
fliort time. In her laft ficknefs, he never came near l\cr, 
though he conftantly affirmed, that he defigned to pay the 
laft offices to her; infomuch that her body was kept, in 
continual expe&ation of his arrival, till it began to putrefy. 
Afterwards, he excufed himfelf to the fenate, pleading the 
multitude of public affairs. He would not fuffer any divine 
honours to be offered to her memory, pretending her cx- 
prefs command to the contrary; nay, he reflected on thofe 
who courted the friendfiiip of women, alluding to the con- 
ful Fufius, who was a great favourite of the lex, in high 
eftecm with Livia, but hated by Tiberius, againft whotn he 
ufed to throw out abundance of farcafms equally witty and 
fcvere*. We arc told, that he profecuted all her friends 
efpecially thofe to whom (lie had committed the care of her 
fBneral; that, of the many honours decreed her, he admit¬ 
ted but very few; and that he fuppreffed her laft will, 
which was not executed till after his death, under his fuc- 
ceffor Caius. She died, according to Pliny x , in the eighty- 
fecond, according to Dio Caffius, in the eighty-fixth year 
of her age- 

Though Tiberius allowed his mother no great power, 
neverthelefs, as he was indebted to her for the empire, he 
did not openly oppofe her; fo that, by her means, many 
innocent perfons were faved from ruin, Sejanus not daring 
to arrogate an authority fuperior to that of a parent. After 
her death, the prince, alid his favourite, being freed from 
all reftraint, fet no bounds to their unbridled fury. Letters 
were immediately difpatched to the fenate againft Agrip¬ 
pina and Nero, which were thought to have been written 
before, and fuppreffed by Livia. They were couched in 
terms remarkably fevere; and yet they charged Nero with 
no crimes againft the ftate, but only with unnatural luft, 
and other impure pleafures. Agrippina’s known virtue 
fcreened her from any imputations of this nature : her 
haughty looks, however, and her violent, imperious, and 
ungovernable temper, were alleged as crimes againft the 
ftate. 

Thefe accufations {truck the whole affembly with terror . 
the fathers continued long lilent, looking with furpri e at 

* Suet. lib. iii. cap. 50. “ Dio, lvii. p. 603. w Tacit. 

Ann. lib. v. cap. 1. * Plin- lib. xiv. cap. *»• 
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each other, till at length fome, defirous of ingratiating 
themfelves with Sejauus and Tiberius, demanded, that they 
ihould proceed upon the emperor’s letters. The magiftrates 
and leading men knew not how to behave on fo critical a 
fubjedt; for though the expreffions in the letter were very 
bifter, yet all the reft was left ambiguous- At length they 
concurred with Junius Rufticus, whom they thought well 
acquainted with the emperor’s intentions, Cnee he had been 
appointed by him to keep a -journal of their proceedings. 
Rufticus had never before (hewn the leafl inuance of ge¬ 
ne roll ty ; but neverthelefs, either by fome fecret impnh'V, 
or becaufe, unmindful of prefent dangers, he dreaded 1 
Tiberius than the children of Agrippina, he oppofed the 
cruel motion of Cotta Meffalinus, and exhorted the con- 
fuls to fufpend their deliberations, and allow the old man 
time to change his wrath into repentance. Cnee one mo¬ 
ment might give a new turn to affairs. At the fame time 
the people, carrying with them the images of Agrippina 
and Nero, furrounded the fenate-houfe ; and, wifhing hap- 
pinefs and profperity to Tiberius, cried out incefiantly, that 
the letters were counterfeit; and that the ruin of the 
prince's family was purfued againft his will, and without 
his privity : nothing was therefore concluded that day. 

In the mean- time, feveral fpeeches were difperfed about 
the city, faid to have been uttered in the fenate againft Se- 
jaruis by the confulars j but all fictitious, and filled with 
moil hitter and fatirical reflections. This infult cxafperat- 
ed Kejanus, who immediately upbraided the fenate, in the 
fharpeit terms, with defpifing the refentmeut of the prince; 
with liftening to popular and difafFe&ed harangues; and 
with palling new and unprecedented acts. He concluded, 
that nothing was wanted to complete their rebellion, but to 
take arms, and place at their head thofe whofe images they 
had already chofen for their enfigns. Tiberius likewife 
wrote a feconft letter to the fenate, repeating his reproaches 
againft his grandfon and daughter-in-law, and complaining 
of Rufticus. the fenate, and the people, for infuiting his 
authority, and defpifing his refentment; but, at the fame 
time, he rtferved to himfelf the final decifion of the whole 
affair. The fenate hefitated no longer; but inflantly de¬ 
clared, that they were ready to inflidl the deferved puniih- 
nu nt on luch as had, by their crimes, provoked his dif- 
pleafure, provided he w'oukl allow them, on fo juft an oc- 
cafion, to exert their authority y . Agrippina was condemn¬ 
ed, and banifhed to the ifland of Pandataria, now known by 


thC 


y Tacit. Annal. lib. v. cap. *.—5. 
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.the name of Santa Maria, oppofite Tarracina and Gneta. 
We are told, that, as fhe could not forbear reproaching 
Tiberius with cruelty, and bitterly inveighing again!! him, 
the centurion, to who'fe cuftody fhe was committed, gave 
her fo many blows on the face, that he ftruck out one of her 
eyes 1 Nero, her eldeft fon, was likewife condemned, afid 
bnnifhed to the illand of Pontia, now Ponza, near that of 
Pandataria ; and Drufus, her fecond fon, by the fame vile 
arts of Sejnnus, declared an enemy to the Itatc, and kept 
under clofe confinement in the palace. Nero died foon 
after, fame fay for want of neccflaries, while others tell us, 
that the young prince, terrified at the fight of the execu¬ 
tioner, who entered his room with the inftruments of dea'h 
in his hand, as if he had been fent by the fen ate, put an 
end to his life by voluntary abftiricnce a . Agiippitia and 
Drufus lived four years in exile, that is, to the year of 
Chrift 33, when we fliall have occafion to fpeak of their 
tragical end. Cn. Lentulus Gxtuiicus was this year ap- 

• peynted commander of the legions in Upper Germany; 
in which employment he was continued for the fpaee of 

ten years b - . 

The next confuls were L.Cafiius Longinus and M. Vim- 
cius. This year the fenate decreed many extraordinary 
honours to Sejanus: among the reft, it was ordained, that 
his birth-day iliould be yearly celebrated ; that bis ftatues, 
which were eredecl in every quarter of the city, flaould be 
adored ; and that vows and facrifices ihould be offered for 
his fafety. He became, after the difgrace and condemna¬ 
tion of Agrippina and her children, fo powerful and formi- 
dable, that he was more refpe&ed and dreaded than Fibe- 
rius himfelf. As there was no accefs to honours but through 
his favour, the fokliers, the fenators, and all the great men 
of the empire, were entirely at his devotion ; fo that, vy 
their means, he was immediately informed of all the actions 
of the prince, while no one dared to difeover to the empe¬ 
ror the ambitious defigns and views of his mini er ow- 
ever, the emperor began to fufpett him at laft. C P 
tclls’us, thatAntonia* the widow of his brother Drufus 
having received private intelligence of the deep d ig - , - 
fecret pradices, of Sejanus, wrote a detail of themto-tb 
emperor, fending the letter to Capre* by Ml**, ^ h « 
molt trufty domeftics, the fame who afarwards became fo 
famous under the emperor Claudius T be emperor^ thus 
warned of his danger, and recovering from * ’ 

,, „„ „ b Dio, lib. liii. 

* Suet, m Tiber, cap. 54. » Idem, cap. 53 - A tiq . jib, xviii- 

P « 57 . « idem, lib- Iviii. p. 653. 4 J ok P h - An " H 
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. * 
began to confider how he might fruftrate the ambitious 

views of his over-powerful minifter, and deliver himfelf 
from the impending ruin. The praetorian cohorts were 
more attached to the minifter than to the fovereign. The 
femite was entirely at his devotion ; even thofe whom the 
emperor had about his perfon, were fo many fpies in the 
pay of Sejanus: fo that Tiberius was kept in a kind of 
captivity, from which it was not eafy to difengage bim- 
fe!fi but he furmounted all difficulties with incredible ad- 


tte names 
him far his 
colleague in 
the conful- 

fl'P- 


Ifew ho¬ 
nours con¬ 
ferred upon 
Sejanus, 


drefs, which he thought it more advifeable to employ than 
open force, left Sejanus, finding himfelf difeovered, and 
thence driven to defpair, ffiould attempt to feize the empire. 

The firft Hep he took was to remove him from Cap re a:: 
with this view he declared his intention of taking upon him 
the confulate the next year, and named Sejanus for his col¬ 
league. This declaration the haughty minifter, not fuf- 
petting any fnare, looked upon as the greateft mark of dif- 
tinttion the emperor could confer upon him. It is not to. 
be doubted that he created him at the fame time a fenato'r; 
for Sejanus, five years before, when the emperor left Rome, 
was but a knight; and we hare not, in the whole Roman 
hiftory, an initance of a knight being raifed to the confular 
dignity. In the end of the year, Tiberius difpatched Se¬ 
janus to Rome, to take pofleffion of his new dignity, on the 
calends of January: but the emperor did not remove from 
his ifland, where he entered upon his fifth confullhip, and 
held it to the fifteenth of May, when he refigned the fafeea 
to Faultus Cornelius Sylla 0 (O). As Tiberius continued to 
(hew the fame affettion to Sejanus, the fenate was, for the 
greateft par t of the year, wholly employed in decreeing him 
new honours. His name was added to that of Tiberius in all 


inferiptions; new ftatues were ere&ed to him, and vittims 
Haiti before them : a decree pafled, confirming the confulate 
to him and Tiberius for the term of five years; hishoufe was 


' Suet. lib. iii. cap. 16. Noris, Ep. Conf. p. 13. Grut. Infcript 
p. 1087. 

(O) As the name of Sejanus tidius Gatullihus (1). L. Fnl- 
was rafed out of the confular cinius Trio and L. Potnponius 
tables, leveral writers of chfo- Secundus were fubftituted to 
nicies mark the name of Tibe- them. The former held the 

rius alone this year. Both he confulate to the end of the year; 
and Sejanus refigned the fafees but Potnponius refigned it, on 
before the confular year ex- the calends of October, to P< 
pired, the one to Fauftus Cor- Maximus Regulus (2). 
nelius Sylla, the other to Sex- 

(t) Grut. p. 1087. Vide-Pagi, An. 30. , 

—-iTi’ded'. 
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•crowded, from morning to night, with perfons of all rants; 
and the greatelt men in Rome were not advened to court, 
with the meatieft fubmiflions, the favour of his flaws a>ul 
freedmen. Tiberius, as Dio Caffius obferves, might have 
been taken for the prince of his fmall iflnnd, and Mcjatius 
for the fovereign of Rome. However, feveral prodigies are 
faid to have happened at this time, which feemud in fore¬ 
bode the dqwnfdiof the favourite minillcr; hut if any deity, 
fays our hifforian, had revealed what happened foon after, 
no one would have believed him f . 

Tiberias, to found the difpufition of the fenate and peo¬ 
ple, and difcOver the partifans of Sejanus, wrote frequent 
letters, acquainting the fathers, at one time, that he was 
greatly indifpofed ; at another, that he was perfectly reco¬ 
vered, and defigned, in a fhort time, to return to llome : 
in tome of his letters he blamed, in others he commended, 
Sejanus. This conduct furprifed the minillcr, and his 
friends, who infallibly began to abandon him, perceiving 
•hi* authority with the prince in fome degree diminilhed. 
The fenate, however, conferred on him the proconfular 
power, on his relinquifhing the confullhip, which he re- 
ilgned to Sextidius Catuilinus. At the fame time Tiberius 
honoured both him and his fon with a place among the 
pontiffs; but could not, by any entreaties, be prevailed 
upon to give him permiffion to return toCapreie. The pre¬ 
tence Sejanus alleged for fuch a permiffion, was to vifit his 
future fpoufe, probably Li villa, the widow of Drufus, who 
was indifpofed ; but his real defign was to fecure the per- 
fon of the prince, whofe guards were all at his devotion. 
Tiberius, to keep him and the fenate in fufpenfe, returned 
no other anfwer to his earned: and repeated entreaties, than 
that he defigned to come himfelf very foon to Rome 

In the mean time he began to heap honours on Cams, 
furuamed Caligula, the only furviving fon of Germanicus 
and Agrippina This youth had accompanied his grand¬ 
father to Caprete, and artfully concealed, under a deceitful 
appearance of modefty, his faCage and inhuman temper. 
He had fo well learnt to difguife his heart, that when his 
mother and both his brothers were condemned, not a word, 
not a groan, efcaped him, though all arts were u ed to ;m- 
liame his refentment. Young as he was, he fuppreffed, 
with the deepeft diffimulation, all fymptoms of tender nets 
and forrow. He was fo obfervant of Tiberius, that he made 
it his whole bufinefs to ftudy the bent of his temper, and to 
fubmit to it in all things. He imitated his looks, aitetted 
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his words and manner of expreffion, and conformed ever 
to the change and falhion of his drefs. Hence the obferva- 
tion of the orator Paffienus, that uever lived a better Have, 
nor a worfe mafter. 

Honours Tiberius appointed him this year augur, in the room ol 
keftowed hitfbrother Drufus ; and raifed him, before he had entered 

on trim by upon that office, to the dignity of pontiff of Auguftus, be- 
Tiberius . ftowiug upon him the higheft encomiums, as if he defigned 

— to appoint him his heir and fucceffor. This promotion 
awaked the rage and jealoufy of Sejanus, who could not 
forgive himfelf his pall indolence. In the tranfports of his 
pailion he condemned himfelf for not having taken arms, 
and openly revolted, when he was veiled with the confular 
authority : he refledfed, with the utmoft anguiffi, on the 
many favourable opportunities he had neglected, to fccure 
the perfon of the prince, and feize the empire; but the 
great joy the people tdtilied at the preferments of Caius, 
deterred him, at prefent, from any attempts of that nature. 
The power At the fame time he had the mortification to behold fonie 
»/ Sejanus of his friends turned out of their employments, and h"is 
enemies placed in their room : but nothing mortified him 
eyene . f c muc j, as a ] e tter from Tiberius to the fenate, concerning 
the death of Nero; wherein he named Sejanus, without 
the encomiums and commendations which he conftantly 
bellowed on him. Neither did he doubt but the emperor 
had him chiefly in view, when he exhorted the fenate to 
renew and put in execution the decree, forbidding divine 
worffiip to he paid to any mortal man ; for vows were every 
where made, and vi£liins flain, before the ftatues of Seja¬ 
nus : nay, this minifter had arrived at fuch a height, of ar¬ 
rogance, that he joined his adorers, and, with an impu¬ 
dence haraly to be matched, offered facrifices to himfelf h . 

■ After fo many tokens of coolnefs in the emperor towards 
his favourite miniiter, many who had profeffed an inviolable 
friendlhip for him, began to withdraw, through fear of be¬ 
ing involved in the calamities which they apprehended 
would foon overtake them, if they did not, by abandoning 
him in time, cotifult their own fafety. The crowds which 
daily frequented his houfe, infenfibly diminilhed : few per- 
fons, and thole not of the fu ll quality, attended him abroad} 
and no farther mention was made of him in the fenate. 
Tiberius This difpofidon of the Romans encouraged Tiberius to 
’u'lu'his come to a refolution, which was, to fecure himfelf, 
VeAruaion. w '.'hout farther delay, againll the dangers that threatened 
J ' him, by the-utter deftru£lion of Sejanus and his friends. 
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To proceed in fo nice an affair with all poflible Caution, and 
to prevent Sejanus from putting bimfelf upon his defence, or 
taking any defperate meafures, he declared, that he deligned 
to inveft him with the tribunitial power \ but, in the mean 
time, privately gave the command of the praetorian guards to 
Nervius Sertorius Macro, one in whom he knew he could 
confide ; and difpatched him to Rome, with a letter to the 
fenate, after having communicated to him the contents of 
it, and carefully inllruiRed him how to behave with refpe& 
to Sejanus and the fenate. Macro entered Rome late in 
the night, and immediately imparted his orders to the con- 
ful P. Memmius Regulus, who had been fubftituted in the 
place of L. Pomponius Secundus ; for the other conful, L. 
Fulcinius Trio, was a friend to Sejanus. Regulus, early 
next morning fummoned the fenate to affemble in the pa¬ 
lace, whither Sejanus repaired, attended, according to his 
cuftom, by a detachment of the prartorian guards. As he 
entered the palace, he was greatly furprned to fee Macro, 
jthe more becaufe he had brought no difpatches for him 
from the emperor ; but Macro whiipered him in the ear, 
that he had brought letters to the fenate, wherein the em¬ 
peror recommended them to confer upon him the tribunitial 
power. Sejanus, oveijoyed at thefe news, entered the pa¬ 
lace, and there took his place in the temple of Apollo, 
where mod of the fathers were already affembled. 

Macro, having firft (hewn to the foldiersoi the prretorian 
guard his commillion from the emperor, appointing him to 
command them, in the room of Sejanus, and allured toettjj 
that Tiberius had ordered a very confiderable fum to be diftn- 
buted among them, took poffeflion of his new office, by re¬ 
manding the troops to their camp without the walls of the 
city. In their ftead. Gracious Laco, who was privy to the 
fecret, and commanded the vigiles, that is, the troops ap¬ 
pointed to watch all night and prevent difturbances, placed 
a ftrong detachment of his men at the gates of the temple. 
The fathers being affembled, Macro appeared before them, 
with the emperor’s packet in his hand, which he had no 
fooner prefented to the confuls than he withdrew, a en- 
ing to the camp, in order to prevent any difiurbance that 
might happen in that quarter. 'Regulus read aloud the em¬ 
peror’s letter, which was long, and written with great craft 
and addrefs; for after a preamble upon other matters, fome 
complaints were madeagainft Sejanus, which were tmme¬ 
diately interrupted by quite different affairs; then folio 
other complaints, but without anybitternefs of 
fo that Sejanus hitherto betrayed no great conc fr _ » 

at length, the emperor’s orders were read, touching the « 
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ecutionof two of his mod intimate friends, who were privy' 
to his ambitious and treacherous defigns, he was ftruck 
with fuch terror, that he could not utter a Angle word in 
their behalf. Before he recovered from the confternation into 
which thofe fatal orders had thrown him, he heard, to his 
gfeat furprize, another article relating to himfelf.; wherein 
the emperor, in an angry llyle, enjoined the fathers to 
fecure his perfon. The tribunes and praetors, immediately 
quitting their feats, placed themfelves by him, to prevent 
him from making his efcape and raifmg difturbances 1 (P). 
This article was no fooner read, than the whole temple re¬ 
founded with curfes and bitter inveflives againft the per¬ 
fon on whom they had, a few minutes before, bellowed 
the bigheft commendations. Some inveighed againft him, 
from the hatred they bore him, and others, through fear 
of being reckoned amongd his friends. Though all the fe- 
nators declared againll him, neverthelefs, as he had many 
friends and relations among them, the conful Regulus 
thought it adviieable not to propofe condemning him to 
death, nor even to gather the fuffrages of the whole afTembly. 
He therefore only afked the opinions of fome, whom he 
fuppofed the molt impartial and unprejudiced ; and find¬ 
ing they were for committing him to prifon, he conduct 4 
him thither, attended by Gracinus Laco, and all the magi- 
ftrates. A memorable inftance of the viciflitude of fur- 
tune, and the irritability of all human grandeur! lie watj 
followed from the palace to the prifon tmmenfe crouds, 
the populace loading him with curfes, i_ j, aiding him with 
the many murders he had committed, and infulting him 
with bitter farcafms. His confufion was fo gr^at, that, not 


* Dio, p. 616,617. Juv. Sat. x. ver. 7:—95. 


(P) Suetonius tells us, that 
in this letter Tiberius betrayed 
a meannefs of fpirit altogether 
unworthy of a prince, begging, 
amongd other things, of the fe- 
nate, that they would fend one 
of the confuls, with a convoy 
of foldiers, to conduft to Rome 
a poor old man, forfaken by all. 
The fame author adds, that he 
was under fuch apprehenfions, 
that he had given private orders 
to Macro to fetDrufus, in cafe 
of any difturbance, at liberty, 


to prefent him to the fennte and 
people, and even to declare him 
emperor. He had feveral Ihips 
ready to put to fea, and convey 
him to fome of his legions, it 
his affairs at Rome Ihould not 
take a good turn. He remained 
the whole time upon the top "i 
a high rock, to know, by cer¬ 
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or not bring him the news witn 
the neceffary expedition (i). 
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able td bear thefe reproaches, he threw his robe over his 
head in order to cover his face ; but the guards obliged him 
to fhew himfelf to the multitude, eager to fee him humbled, 
and to infult a tyrant who had fo long trampled upon them. 
At the fame time the populace, in a fudden tranfport, over¬ 
turned and broke in pieces all his ftatues, thofe very ftatues 
which a few hours before they had adored. 

The fame day the fenate aflembled the fecond time in the 
temple of Concord, near the prifon ; when ■ the fathers, 
finding all quiet in the city by the care and vigilance of 
Macro, Granicus and the conful Regulus pronounced, 
without delay, fentencc of death againft Ailius Sejanus, ac- 
cufed and found guilty of high treafon The ientencewas 
immediately putin execution, notwithflanding the late law, 
indulging ten days refpite to every criminal after condem¬ 
nation. His body was expofed, like thofe of common male¬ 
factors, on the Scalar Gemonite, and afterwards abandoned 
to the rage of the populace, who dragged it for three days 
•through the ftreets of Rome, and mangled it to fuch a de¬ 
gree, that the executioner could fcarce find a limb entire to 
throw, according to cuftom, into the Tiber k . 

The death of Sejanus was followed by a general daughter 
of his friends and relations. Tiberius, after having for a 
courfe of years cut off every man who was obnoxious to this 
execrable favourite, now deftroyed every man who had been 
in his good graces. He fpared none who was accuied of 
having intelligence with Sejanus ; and any circumftance, 
the mod fortuitous, the molt flight or foolifh, ferved for 
proof of fuch intelligence. The ifreets of Rome were dyed 
with blood ; perfons of all ranks, without diftinrftion of fex 
or age, were butchered, and their bodies caff into the pub¬ 
lic ffreets ; neither their acquaintance nor kindred were al¬ 
lowed to approach or bewail them, nor even at laft to be¬ 
hold them. Spies were placed every where to watch their 
countenances and the figns of forrow ; and when they pu¬ 
trefied and became noifome, and were thrown into the Ti¬ 
ber, whether they floated in the ftream, or were caft upon 
the banks, no one ventured to give them the ritesof fepulture. 

The chief friends and favourites of Sejanus, who could 
give the leaft umbrage, being to a man maffacred, the fenate 
ordered the two remaining children of the wicked mmifter 
to be executed, in order to cut off the whole family. Se¬ 
janus had three children, of whom the eldeft fon was a - 
ready put to death, as Tacitus feems to infinuate; but we 
are quite in the dark as to the circumftances of his execution, 

k.Dio, p. 617—619. Senec. de Tranq. cap. u. Juv. Sat. x. 
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occafioned by the lamentable chafm in Tacitus’s Annafs, 
■which has robbed us of the detail of many remarkable inci¬ 
dents. The unhappy children were immediately hurried to 
prifon } the boy, fenfible of his impending death, but the 
girl fo ignorant of it, that (he often afked whither they 
dfagged her, and for what fault ? adding, that if Ihe had 
done any thing amifs, they might take the rod and whip 
her, and that fhe would do fo no more. But the fenate had 
no regard either to her age or innocence ; {he was, by the 
common executioner, ftrangled in prifon with her brother, 
and the tender bodies of both firft expofed on the Scalue 
Gemonise, and thence dragged, with an iron hook, through 
the city, and thrown into the Tiber. We are told by fome 
writers of that time, that as it was a thing unheard of to pu- 
nifti a virgin with death, the executioner deflowered her 
juft before he tied the rope *. 

Tiberius Every one hoped that after the execution of Sejanus and 
mare cruel his accomplices, the reign of Tiberius would prove more 
than ever, fi nce to that powerful and cruel favourite they chiefly 

imputed the many executions which had occafioned fuch a 
dreadful havock of their beft citizens: but when they ex¬ 
pedited fome alleviation of their evils, they found themfelves 
involved in greater calamities than ever, the emperor grow¬ 
ing daily more cruel, and from this time commencing, as it 
were, an open enemy to his people, and delivering himfelf 
up to cruelty without reftraint, and to every abomination, 
even to rapacioufnefs and plunder ; a vice to which he hi¬ 
therto feemed to have no inclination. No perfon, however 
virtuous apd cautious, could be fafe ; for it was not enough 
for them to be upon their guard againft the fnares of the 
accufers, and the falfe reports of informers, hut they were 
liable to be facrificed to the jealoufy and conjedfures of the 
emperor, when they thought themfelves fecure by the in¬ 
nocence, not only of their adfions, but even of their thoughts. 

He was under perpetual apprehenfions of the great lords 
of the fenate: their wealth and race, nay, their poverty, 
names, and quality, gave him offence: he was almoft equal- 
Spares ly jealous of friends and enemies ; thofe who advifed him 
mbedy. j n council, thofe who diverted him at his leifure-hours, fell 
all, at length, vi&ims to his furious and diftruftful temper. 
He was fg afraid of confiderable men, and fo unwilling to 
give them employments, that fome, who were appointed 

governors of provinces, were never allowed to go thither; 

infomuch that great provinces, for a courfe of years, were 
left deftitute of their governors, and abandoned to the 
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.mercy of barbarous nations; Tiberius, cboofing rather to 
fuff'er the infults and invafion of the enemy than truft any 
one with the power of avenging the ftate, and repulfing 
the public foe. This year Apicata, whom Scjanus had di¬ 
vorced, in hopes of marrying Livia or Livilla, the widow 
of Drufus, feeing the bodies of her children publicly ex¬ 
po fed among thole of the other criminals, acquainted Tibe¬ 
rius with the manner of his fon Drufus’s death, with an 
intention to torment him ; and then laid violent hands on 
herfelf. Tiberius, who had aferibed his fon’s death to his 
own intemperance, and irregular life, was fo tranfported 
with rage, when he underflood he had been poifoned by a 
confpiracy of Livilla and Sejanus, that he refolved to exter¬ 
minate all thofe who had ever Ihewn the lead token of 
friendlhip to either m ( Q_). Such as be condemned in the 
ifland of Caprese, were from a rock thrown headlong into 
the fea, where a number of Teamen were ftationed, with 
their oars and long poles, to difpatch them. He differed 
aione to be executed, till they had undergone the moll ex- 
quifite torments cruelty itfelf could invent; for he efteemed 
death as fo flight a punilhment, that when he heard one of 
his prifoners, named Carnulius, had killed himfelf, he cried 
out, “ Carnulius has efcaped me.” One of his prifoners 
begging him to haften his execution, “ No (anfwered Ti¬ 
berius)* you and I are not yet fuch good friends Not- 
withflanding the feverity with which he punifhed others, 
Dio Caflius tells us, that he was inclined to pardon Livilla, 
his daughter-in-law, from regard to her mother Antonia; 
but that Antonia herfelf oppofed fuch an unfeafonable in- 
ftance of mercy; fo that Livilla was this year, by Tiberius’s 
order, ftarved to death 

In the following year, Cn. Domitius Ahenobarbus and 
Furius Camillas Scribonianus being confuls, fevere or- 

n> Dio, lib. lix. p. 6*S. n Suet. lib. iii. cap. fi*. ° Dio > 
lib. ix. p. 618. 

( Q_) Suetonius tells us, that 
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was arrived, at whole houfe he 
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invited by many kind letters, he 
immediately ordered him to be 
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ders were faffed againft the ftatues and memory of Livilla,, 
and the fenate decreed that the effefts of Sejanus (hould be 
taken out of the public treafury, and placed in that of the 
emperor. This was the motion of Scipio, Silaous, and 
Caffius, the principal men in the fenate, who all urged it 
almoft in the fame words, and with great zeal and eager- 
nefs. Tagonius Gallu6 moved, that Tiberius (hould choofe 
twenty fenatots to wait upon him, under arms, and defend 
his perfon, as often as he entered the fenate. The emperor, 
who was too wife to allow the fenators arms, returned them 
thanks for fuch an inftance of alFeftion ; but rejected, and 
even turned into ridicule, the motion, as well as the author 
of it; adding, that he did not think his life of fuch im¬ 
portance to have it thus guarded. 

Junius Gallio moved, that the praetorian foldiers, after 
their term of fervice, {hould have the privilege of fitting in 
the theatre, among the Roman knights. This propofjtl was 
highly refented by Tiberius, who, in his letter to the fenate, 
attacked Gallio with great warmth, demanding, as if he. 
had been prefent, what bufinefs had,, Gallio with the fhl- 
diers, whofe duty it was to obferve only the orders of the 
emperor, and from the emperor alone to receive their re¬ 
wards ? Gallio, indeed, meant to flatter; but Tiberius high¬ 
ly refenting that motion, which, he affirmed, tended to 
corrupt the military difeipline, and feduce the minds of the 
foldiers, he was inftantly expelled the fenate, andbanifhed 
Italy. He cbofe the ifland of Lefbos for the place of his 
banifhment i but the fenate, thinking his exile would be too 
eafy there, put him under clofe confinement, in the houfe 
of a magiftrate. Such was the reward of his bafe flattery. 
At the fame time the emperor demanded the death of Sex- 
tius Pacomanus, who had confpired with Sejanus to com- 
pafs the ruin of Caligula; but he efcaped, by making an 
ample difeovery of the plot, and naming all who were con¬ 
cerned in it Among thefe wasLatinius Latiaris, of whofe 
detefhble character we have already fpoken. He was one 
of the mod abandoned informers in Rome, and had pro¬ 
cured the deftruftion of many illuftrious citizens; but now 
met his juft fate, being, to the great joy of the whole city, 
condemned and executed. 

The next perfon accufed was Cotta Meflalinus, the moft 
forward man in the fenate to gratify, on all occafiops, the 
cruelty of Tiberius; and therefore univerfally hated. He 
was charged with having fpoken contemptuoufly (R) of Ca¬ 
ligula, 

(R) He had traduced Cali- dalous debaucheries, as a pathic, 
gula, as guilty of the moft fcan- as onedeftitute of .all {hame and 

modefty: 
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ligula, Livia Augufta, and of Tiberius himfelf; and the 
charge was proved by men of the firft rank in Rome. Cotta 
appealing to Tiberius, a letter was foon after brought from 
him, in behalf of the criminal; wherein, after relating the 
beginning of his friendfliip with Cotta, and his many good 
fervices to himfelf, hebefought the fathers not to wrelt in¬ 
to crimes words perverfly conftrued, and humorous tales 
told at an entertainment (S). In confequence of this in- 
terpofition, the fathers not only difcharged Cotta, but in¬ 
flicted on Caecilianus the fenator, who was the chief evi¬ 
dence againft him, the fame punifhment which had been 
formerly decreed againft the accufers of Lucius Arruntius, 
one of the moft virtuous men in Rome; but what this pu- 
nilhment was, we find no where recorded 

While moft men were renouncing the character of friends 
toSejanus, a Roman knight, named MarcusTerentius, be¬ 
ing accufed on this account, owned the charge before the 
fenate, in the following fpeech, which deferves to be re- 
• ccyded : “ It would ncrhaps be more wife in me, confcript Tie noth 
fathers, to deny thaw * acknowlege the crime with which d ^ meo f 

t Tacit. Ann. lib. vi. cap. 3—10. Suet. lib. iii. cap. 67. hrtntius. 

modefty : in celebrating among ter was very remarkable; for he 
the priefts the birth-day of Li- introduced it with the following 
via, the emperor’s mother, he words: “ What to write to you, 
had fpoken of her with difre- confcript fathers, or in what 
fpedt, without fparing Tiberius manner to write to you, at this 
himfelf: in complaining of the time, if I know, may all the 
great fway which Manius Lepi- gods doom me to greater ago- 
dus and Lucius Arruntius, with nies than thofe under which I 
whom he had a fuit about mo- feel myfelf daily peri thing!” 
ney, bore in the fenate, he had Such were the horrors that 
faid, “ They, indeed, will be haunted him, even among the 
fupported by the fenate, but I rocks of Caprese ; though hard- 
by my little Tiberius.” Thefe ly aeceffible to men, yet they 
were the crimes alleged againft could not keep off the avenging 
him; and to any other the charge furies that purfued_ him, nor 
would have proved fatal; but as infure his tranquility This 
he ftudied in every thing to gra- great prince, this fovereigti of. 
tify the cruel temper of Tibe- Rome, with his numerous ar- 
rius, and was the author, as our mies, with his praitoriaii bands, 
hiftorian tells us, of almoli every and his unlimited power, was 
bloody counfel, the emperor in hourly fear ot fecret aftallins, 
took him under his protection, incefiantly racked by his own 
and (hewed that mercy to him, appreheniions; andconfetjuent- 
which he would have denied to ly, with all the dignity ot tm- 
the moft worthy man in the pire, the moft miferablcbeing 
fenate. in his dominions. 

(S) The beginning of his let- 

Z 4 lam 
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I am charged; but whatever be the refult, I cannot, I will 
not, deny it. 1 therefore own, and publicly declare, that 
I was one of Sejanus’s friends; that I courted and fought 
his friendfhip ; that I gloried in it, after I had gained it. 
And what wonder that I did fo ? I faw Sejanus joined 
with his father in the command of the praetorian guards, 
and next governing the ftate and the foldiery, both as a 
minifter and a general: his kinfmen and friends were raifed 
to the firft employments 5 as every man was in credit with 
Sejanus, he was favoured by Tiberius; fuch, on the con¬ 
trary, as incurred bis difpleafure, were perfecuted without 
mercy. Of this I need not give any inftances. Sejanus 
therefore the Volfinian was not the man we courted, but Se¬ 
janus engrafted into the Claudian and Julian families; Se¬ 
janus, your fon-in-law, O Caefar! your colleague in the 
confulfhip, your favourite, and, under you, charged with 
the adminiftration of the empire. It does not belong to us 
to judge, who he is whom you think fit to raife above the 
reft, nor on what confiderations you have raifed him. To , 
you the gods have left the fupreme jfcofal of all things, 
and to us the glory of obedience. ^Wonly behold the out¬ 
ward appearance of things ; we perceive upon whom you 
beftow wealth and honours, to whom you truft the greateft 
power of relieving or opprefling us, which no man can deny 
Sejanus to have had : but to pry into the fecret thoughts of 
the prince, and thedefigns which he induftrioufly conceals, 
is both unlawful and dangerous. Let us not, confcript fa¬ 
thers, fix our thoughts on the laft day of Sejanus, but re¬ 
member him for the fpace of fixteen years ; during which 
time we adored fuch of his retainers at Satrius and Pompo- 
nius, and efteemed it a great honour to be acquainted with 
his porters and freedmen. I fpeak here of thofe only who 
were guiltlefs of his laft defigns. Let thofe be punilhed, 
who confpired with him againft the ftate, who were privy 
to his wicked attempts upon the life of the prince ; nothing 
can be more juft : but as for us, who are charged only with 
offices of frientlfliip, and inftances of benevolence towards 
Sejanus, you cannot condemn us, O Caefar, without con¬ 
demning, at the fame time, yourfelf.” 

The freedom of this fpeech, and the joy that one was at 
laft found, who had courage enough to declare aloud what 
they all thoyght in their hearts, had fuch a powerful effett 
•who is at- upon the minds of the fathers, that Terentius was abfolved, 
JblvtJ. and his accufers, for this and other crimes, were condemn¬ 
ed, fome to baniftiment, and others to death q . Tiberius 

s Tacit. Ann. lib, vi. cap. S, 9. 

himfelf 
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himfelf approved of the proceedings of the fenate on this 
occafion, probably not daring to oppofe a truth fpoken with 
fuch liberty, and fo generally applauded : but what induced 
him to diflemble an affront offered him, at this time, by L. 

Sejanus the prsetor, probably one of the difgraced minifter’s 
kinfmen, is no eafy matter to guefs ; for the praetor, in the 
{hews which he exhibited in virtue of his office, employed 
fuch only as were bald; and difpofed live thoufand boys, 
all fhaved, with torches in their hands, to light the fpe<£ta- 
tors home. No perfon doubted but this was done to deride 
Tiberius, who was bald; but, neverthelefs, he took no 
more notice of it than if he had never heard of the inci¬ 
dent r . 

Next came letters from Tiberius againfl Sextus Veftilius, 
formerly pnetor, whom Tiberius had long fince admitted 
into his friendlhip, from refpeft to his brother Drufus, to 
whom Veftilius was exceeding dear. He was accufed of 
having compofed a fatire againfl Caligula, reproaching him 
.with the lewdnefs of his life. Tiberius forbad him his table; a 
difgrace which fo affecied him, that he refolved to deft roy him¬ 
felf. Accordingly, having with a trembling and feeble hand, 
as he was very old, opened his veins, he bound them up, and 
wrote a letter to the prince, imploring his mercy; but Ti¬ 
berius returning him an angry anfwer, he opened them 
again, and bled to death. Not even women efcaped the 
emperor’s fury ; as they could not be charged with defigns 
of ufurping the fovereign power, -their tears were made 
treafonable ; and Vitia, the mother of C. Fufius Geminus, 
conful three years before, was condemned and executed in 
her old age, for lamenting the death of her fon, condemn- Tiberius 
ed by the fenate. Neither did Tiberius fpnre his own jacrijica 
friends; for he facrificed Vefcularius Flaccus and Julius £'{**!* 
Marinus, two of his oldeft friends, who had followed him * rutt * 
to Rhodes, and even attended him at Caprete. The former 
had a£led a chief part in the trial and condemnation of Libo 
Drufus; and the latter had been employed by Sejanus to 
procure the ruin of Curtius Atticus This year died I.u- Lucius Pif* 
cius Pifo, who, being fubftituted to Taurus Statilius in the 
government of Rome, difcharged that important office with 
fuch fidelity, that, by a decree of the fenate, he was dif- 
tinguilhed with a public funeral. He had obtained a tri¬ 
umph for his warlike exploits in Thrace, was. universally 
efteemed and beloved, and neverthelefs died, in the eigh¬ 
tieth year of his age, by the courfe of nature ; a rare thing, 
as our hiftorian obferves, in a man of great parts, and of 

> Dio, lib. lviii. p. £53. 

fuch 
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fuch an illuftrious defcent *. A motion was afterwards 
made in the fenate by Quinftilianus, tribune of the people, 
concerning a book of the Sibyl, which Caninius Gallus, 
one of the college of fifteen, had intreated might be re¬ 
ceived among the reft of-that prophetefs. The decree 
palled without oppofition ; but Tiberius, in a letter to the 
fenate, defired, that the book might firft be examined by 
the quindecimvirs. 

This year the dearth of com occafioned fome commo¬ 
tions in the city, the people urging their wants in the thea¬ 
tre with great freedom, or rather licentioufnefs. Tiberius, 
alarmed at their boldnefs, cenfured, in a meffage to the fe¬ 
nate, both them, and the magiftrates for not quelling, by 
their authority, the mutinous populance. This reproach 
ftimulated the fathers to pafs a fevere edi£t againft rioters. 
Other ar- and fuch as difturbed the public tranquility. About the end 
raiv.nmenu 0 f the year, Gemious, Pompeius, and Julius Celfus, all 
and execu- j\ oman knights, were arraigned of treafon, and condemned. 
ums. Geminus was indeed one of Sejanus’s friends, but had nevf r * 
been trufted by him with his private defigns ; however, he 
was executed with Pompeius : but Celfus, by ftretching his 
chain over his head, and draining with great violence againft 
it, broke his neck, and efcaped the infamy of a public ex¬ 
ecution l . This year Tiberius, having crofted the channel 
between Caprea: and Surrentum, failed along the coaft of 
Campania, and, entering the Tiber, as if he defigned to 
proceed to Rome, came as far as the gardens on that river, 
having firft polled guards all along the banks, to keep off 
the multitude ; but he advanced no farther, being afhamed 
of his cruelties and abominable lulls, and impatient to re¬ 
turn to his gloomy rocks and beloved folitude, where he 
rioted, without check or controul, in the moft infamous 
and unnatural debaucheries ". 

The next confuls were, Servius Sulpicius Galba (T) and 
L. Cornelius Sylla Felix. This year Tiberius difpofed of 

his 

s Tacit. Annal. lib. vi. cap. to, ir. Dio, lib. Iviii. p. 631. 
t Tacit. Ann. lib. vi. cap. 13, 14. ■ Idem ibid. cap. I. Suet, 

in Tib. cap. 7*. 

(T) Servius Sulpicius Galba the name of Otho is not marked 
was afterwards raifed to the em- in the confular tables, Omi- 
piie. Suetonius obferves, that phrius, Caffiodovus, and the 
he fucceeded, in the confullhip, learned cardinal Noris, con 
Cn. Domitius, the father of elude, that he was lubilituttd 
Nero; and was fucceeded by to Galba. Lucius Vitelfius, 
Salvius Otho, the father of the one of the following year’s con- 
emperor of the fame name. As fuls, was father to Aulus Vi- 

telbus. 
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, his two grand-daughters, who were now of age, bellowing 
Drufilla on Lucius Caffius, and Julia on Marcus Vinicius. 
On this occafion he difpatched to the fenate a fhort com¬ 
mendation of the young men; then touching upon the 
caufes of his abfence, and the hatred and ill-will he had 
drawn upon himfelf by his zeal for the republic, he defined, 
that Marco, commander of the praetorian guards, with fome 
few tribunes and centurions, might always attend him into 
the fenate. The fathers readily granted him his requeft, 
without any limitation either to the number or condition of 
the guards who were to accompany him v : and they de¬ 
creed, that whenever the prince came to the fenate, all the 
fenators fhould be fearched, to prevent their carrying arms 
under their robes x . But notwithstanding the precaution, 
Tiberius never appeared in the fenate, nor entered the walls 
of Rome, though he came fometimes to the very gates, for 
the moll part by folitary and by-ways, and then retreated 
with much precipitation. Great difturbances being raifed 
by the debtors, the emperor, to yield fome relief, declared, 
ttfht he would lend a hundred thoufand great feflerces, for 
the term of three years, without intereft, provided each 
borrower mortgaged, in land, double the value of what he 
borrowed : but this generofity did not in the lead allay the 
public hatred which the emperor drew upon himfelf by his 
cruelties, many illuftriousperfons being this year condemn¬ 
ed and executed, and many others baniflied, upon the molt 
groundlefs fufpicions (U). 

w Tacit. Afina!, lib. vi. cap. ij. * Dio, lib. Iviii. p. 633. 

tellius, who was likewife em- fentenced to exile; her huf- 
peror, andfucceeded Otho. Ta- band, and his lather, two men 
citus tells us, that Tiberius hav- of great diftinflion among the 
ing fent for Galba, during his Greeks, were both executed ; 
confulfhip, and fifted him upon but her father, an illuftrious 
fevcral fubiects, he, at laft, told Roman knight, and her brother, 
him in Greek, that one day he once prsetor, prevented their ex- 
fliould tafte of empire, fignify- ecution by a voluntary death, 
ing thereby his fltort fovereign- The crime laid to their charge 

ty (2). was, that Macrina’s hufband be¬ 

lli) Among thefe, Confidius ing defeended from Theopha- 
Proculus, while, void of all ap- nes, who bad been one of the 
prehenfion, he was celebrating confidantsofPompey theGreat, 
his birth-dav, was fuddenly ac- they had all paid divine honours 
enfed of treafon, hurried to the to that illullriotts Greek. The 
fenate, condemned, and exe- death of Sextus Marius, the 
cufed. Pompeia Macrina was moll wealthy man in Spain, ve¬ 
ts) Tacit. Annal. lib, vi. cap. 10. 


Tiberius 
demands a 
guard. 


fletted 
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So many bloody executions, inftead of fatiating, fervcd 
only to inflame Tiberius’s cruelty; for this year he com¬ 
manded all thofe to be put to death, without diftin£tion of 
fex or age, who were confined under accufation of any at¬ 
tachment to Sejanus 1 ; infomuch that twenty were executed 
on "one day, and among them feveral women and children; 
their bodies were expofed on the Scake Gemoniae, from 
thence, with iron hooks, dragged through the city, and then 
thrown into the Tiber, The butchery, fays Tacitus, was 
dreadful and general; the carcafes of the noble and ignoble 
lay expofed to the fun ; thofe of every fex and age fcattered 
up and down, or ignominioully thrown together in heaps: 
their furviving friends were not allowed to approach them, 
to bewail, or even behold them; but round the dead, guards 
were placed to watch the countenances, and obferve the 
appearance of grief. When the bodies began to putrify, 
they were dragged to the Tiber, where they floated, or were 
driven upon the banks, no man daring to burn or touch 
them, the force of fear having cut off all intercourfe of hu¬ 
manity, arid banifhed every fymptom of pity and tendernefsA 

Among the reft who perilhed this year were three of the 
mod illuftrious perfons of the empire, Afinius Gallus, 
Drufus the fon of Germanicus, and the celebrated Agrip¬ 
pina. Afinius Gallus was the fon of the famous Afinius 
Pollio, one of Auguftus’s chief favourites, and married 
Vipfania the daughter of Agrippa, after Tiberius had di¬ 
vorced her, to marry Julia : fo that his children were bro¬ 
thers to Drufus, whom Tiberius had by Vipfania, nephews 
to Agrippina, and nearly related to the Csefars. Tiberius 
had long detefted him, on account of his marrying Vipfa¬ 
nia, but, with his ufual diffimulation, concealed his hatred 
till this period, when Gallus being, we know not about 
what bufinefs, difpatched to him by the fenate, he-received 
him in a moft obliging manner, but, at the fame time, 
wrote to the fenate, requiring his condemnation ; fo that the 
very day he was entertained as a familiar friend at the em¬ 
peror’s table at Caprese, he was condemned as a traitor at 
Rome, and a pnetor was fent to fee the fentence put in exe- 


' y Tacit. Ann; lib. vi. cap. 19. * Idem ibid. 


flefted great difgrace upon Ti¬ 
berius ; for though he was ac- 
cufed of inceft with his daugh¬ 
ter, and for that crime, as was 
pretended, thrown headlong 
from the Tarpeian rock, yet it 
was commonly believed, that his 


immenfe riches had occafioncd 
his ruin; and, indeed, not with¬ 
out good grounds, Tiberius hav¬ 
ing, after his condemnation, ap¬ 
propriated to himfelf his mines 
of gold, though forfeited to the 
public. 


cution. 
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cution. However, the inhuman tyrant would not allow 
him to be immediately difpatched, but caufed him to be 
kept under clofe confinement, no one being fuftered to 
come near him, except his guards, left be fhould, by a 
voluntary death, put an end to his miferies. He periflied 
at length, after three years painful confinement, through 
famine. The pleafure of the emperor being confuitcd, 
whether he would fuffer him to be buried, he was not 
afhamed to reckon.his allowing the laft offices to be paid to 
him as a particular favour a . 

Drufus was condemned by the emperor to lie ftarved; 
but protracted his life nine days, by feeding, for want 
of other fuftenance, on the flocks of his bed. The in¬ 
human monfter, not fatiated with the death of his grand- 
fon, purfued him even beyond the grave with cruel invec¬ 
tives ■, and. in a letter to the fenate, charged him with 
many heinous crimes, ordering, at the fame , time, the 
minutes of his words arid actions to be read ; which had 
long and daily been regiltered by perfons exprefly appoint¬ 
ed to obferve his looks, and watch all his actions, and 
note down every expreffion, every complaint, he uttered. 
The recital of this journal filled all who heard it with hor¬ 
ror : and, indeed, that a grandfather fhould appoint perfons 
to notice all the aftions, fhould have all the weaknefles, or 
crimes, of his grandfon, regiftered by fecret fpies, and 
thus expofed to the world, argues fuch treachery and mean- 
nefs, as would hardly be credited, were it not attefted by 
the moft eminent writers of antiquity. Tacitus quotes the 
letters of Aaius the centurion, and Didymus the freedman, 
declaring particularly the names of the flaves appointed to 
abufe and provoke Drufus, with the feveral parts they att- 
ed, in order to extort from him complaints againit -libe- 
rius. The centurion to wbofe cuftody he was committed, 
being introduced to the fenate, repeated, in the prefence 
of the fathers, his outrageous language to the young 
prince ; with the words uttered by that unfortunate youth, 
while fuffering under the agonies of hunger. 

He told them that Drufus, at firft, pretending to be 
diflraaed, vented, in the ftyle of a madman, difmal im¬ 
precations againft Tiberius; but afterwards, finding his 
doom inevitable, he invoked, with great deliberation and 
fedatenefs, the vengeance of the gods, befeec t g » 
that, as Tiberius bad maffacred his daughter-in-law, h s 
nephew, his grand-children, and filled with au g 
whole houfe, fo they would, in juftice to the anceftors of 

. -r. •. a i■ u ..I ...n tj, Iho, lib, iviii, p. 6x4* 
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the (lain, in juftice to their pofterity, avenge oh this mart 
of blood fo many cruel and barbarous murders. The fena- 
tors, hearing the centurion, broke out into loud exclama¬ 
tions, as if they detefted thofe imprecations) but they were 
(truck with amazement, in hearing the detail of the bar¬ 
barities pra£tifed by the emperor’s orders upon his grand- 
fon b . 

The death of the fon was followed by that of the mother, 
which happened on the feventeenth of 0£tober. Agrippina 
had been confined before the difgrace of Sejanus, after 
whofe execution (he hoped Tiberius would ufe her and her 
fon Drufus with more humanity; but finding him no lefs 
’the death implacable than before, (he ended her miferies, by abftain- 
af Agrif- ing from all food (X) The emperor obferved to the fenate, 
ftna. that (he died on the fame day on which Sejanus had been 

executed, two years before ; adding that fuch a day ought 
to be particularly diftinguiflietl: nay, he boafted of his 
clemency, fince he had not caufed her to be Strangled, and 
her body to be expofed on the Scalse Gemoniae, and thence « 
dragged to the Tiber. For this infiance of mock-mercy the 
fenate folemnly thanked him, and, decreed, that, on the 
feventeenth of Ottober, the day of the death of Agrippina 
and Sejanus, a yearly offering (hould be confecrated to Ju¬ 
piter Capitolinus for ever c . 

The death of Agrippina procured that of her declared 
enemy Plancina, the widow of Cneius Pifo. She was guilty 
of many other crimes, befides that which was laid to her 
charge, of poifoning Germanicus. When her hufband fell, 
(he was protected by the folicitations of Livia, and alfo by 
the animofity of Agrippina, whom the fpiteful Tiberius 

t> Tacit. Ann. lib. vi. cap. 13, 14. c Idem ibid. cap. 2 j, 16. 

Suet, in Tiber, cap. 33. 

(X) Suetonius tells us, that, outrageous tyrant, who charged 
after (he had taken a refolution her with feveral abominable 
to ftarve herfelf, Tiberius cauf- crimes, efpecially with adultery, 
ed her mouth to be opened, and as if (he had maintained a cri- 
nouriftiment to be crammed minal correfpondence with Ali- 
down her throat. But Tacitus nius Gallus; and, upon his 
queftions whether (he abftained death, became weary of life, 
voluntarily from all food, or was But Agrippina’s character, and 
denied it by Tiberius’s orders; known chaftity, fufficiently 
- and a report was afterwards cleared her from all imputa- 
fpread, that death had been her tions of that nature; for (he 
own choice. Be that as it will, had facrificed, as Tacitus ob- 
her death did not put an end to ferves, to a manly ambition, all 
the malice and cruelty of the tbepailionsand vices of her (ex. 

would 
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would not gratify with the death of a perfon whom {he ab- 
horred . but as there was now no farther room for favour 
or hatred, juftice prevailed; and Plancina, being accufed 
of cnmes long Cnee fufficiently proved, executed, with her 
own hand, that vengeance which was rather too late than 
too fevere. Notwithstanding the pleafure Tiberius took, in 
deftroying the nioft llluftnous families in Rome, yet he 
was fenfibly affcdted with the death of Cocceius Nerva, 
though it was ent.rely owing to his cruelty. He was one of 
the molt learned civilians in Rome, had been conful twelve 
years before, had attended Tiberius to Caprese, and was in 
high favour with him ; fo that he had no reafon to be weary 
° but tl,0l 'gh thus m full profperity of fortune, in 
perfeft vigour of body, he rel'olved to die, and accordingly 
refufed all nourifliment. Tiberius, having learnt his de- 
iign, did all that lay in his power to difluade him from put¬ 
ting it in execution; examined his motives ; and defend¬ 
ed even to intreaties, declaring, that it would be a great 
. affliction to him; that it would reflea difgrace upon him, 
iftid tarnifti his reputation, if one of his moft intimate 
friends, his inseparable companion, fhould thus Ihew him- 
felf weary of life. Notwithltanding the remonitrances and 
intreaties of Tiberius, Nerva perfilted in his purpofe, and 
eiided his life by abllinence d . 

Y ear Claudia, daughter to Marcus Silanus, a fenator 
diftinguifhed by his illuftrious birth, and great eloquence, 
was married to Caius Caligula, the only furviving fon of 
Germanicus. The people were no lefs pleafed with this 
marriage than diffatisfied with that of Julia, the daughter 
°f Drufus, and widow of Nero : file debafed herfelf by 
marrying Rubellius Blandus, whofe grandfather was a 
native of Tibur, and only a Roman knight 

This year, the thirty-third of the common oera, and nine¬ 
teenth of liberius’s reign, our Saviour was crucified, ac¬ 
cording to the opinion of the beft chronologcrs. Phlegon, 
the emperor Adrian’s freedman, who wrote fixteen books 
of the Olympiads, fpeaks of the darknefs which happened 
at his death. He fays, “ There happeiied the greateft and 
moft remarkable eclipfe that ever had been known: at the 
fixth hour the day was fuddenly turned into night, info- 
much that the ftars were feen : at the fame time an earth¬ 
quake in Bithynia overturned many houfes in the city of 
Nice.” This darknefs, which Phlegon calls an eclipfe, 
happened, according to him, in the fourth year of the two 
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hundred and fecond Olympiad, which ended ahoiit the 
middle of the prefent year f . 

In the following year, when Paulus Fabius Perilous, or, 
as fome call him, Frifius, and L. Vitellius, were confuls, 
many eminent perfons fell, either by their own hands, or 
thofe of the public executioner: among the reft Pompon ju* 
Labeo, and Marcus ^Emilius Scaurus; the former, once 
governor of Moefia, being charged with maladminiftration, 
and other crimes, prevented condemnation by opening his 
veins, his wife Paxea following his example $ the latter, an 
able orator, a man of an illuftrious defcent, but a profeflcd 
debauchee, was accufed by Servilius and Cornelius of 
adultery with Livia the widow of Drufus, and of offering 
magical facrificeS: but his true crime was, the hatred 
Macro bore him; for Macro, who was, at that time, as 
much in favour with Tiberius, and no lefs vindiftive than 
Sejanus had been, informed the emperor, that Scaurus, in 
a tragedy which he had compofed, defcribed him, and dif- 
played his cruelties, under the name of Atreus. The pre¬ 
tended criminal, before fentence was paffed, laid violent 
hands on himfelf, encouraged to filicide by-his wife, who 
died with him *. Servilius and Cornelius, his accufers, 
were foon after banilhed into different i(lands, for accept¬ 
ing a bribe, to drop the profecution which they had begun 
againft-Varius Ligur. Abudius Rufo likewife, formerly 
sedile, was himfelf condemned, and driven out of Rome, 
while he attempted to effedf the condemnation of Lentulus 
Getulicus, under whom he had commanded a legion, be- 
caufe he had efpoufed his daughter to a fon of Sejanus. 

Getulicus was, at this time, commander of the legions 
in Upper Germany, and by them extremely beloved, for 
his great mildnefs and clemency : he was likewife ac¬ 
ceptable to the legions of Lower Germany, in confederation 
of their general Apronius being his father-in-law. Hence 
he was generally believed to have written to Tiberius that, 
not by his own inclination, but by his advice, he had fought 
the .alliance of Sejanus; that he had been as liable to be 
deceived as Tiberius; and that it was not reafonable, a fault 
common to both fhould pafs unblamed in one, and be 
punifhed in another. He added, that he had hitherto in¬ 
violably maintained the allegiance he owed him; and that 
he would continue unfhaken in his fidelity to the laft, pro¬ 
vided no dark plots were framed againft him ; but that he 
would confider a fucceffor as the meffenger of death : and 

f Orig. contra Cclfum, p. S9, Sc 9$. Edit. Grace. s Tacit 

ibid. cap. *9. 

therefore, 
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therefore, that they fhauld form an agreement between 
them ; by which the prince fhould ertjoy the reft of the em¬ 
pire, and he always retain his province. This bold meafure, 
however furprifing, Was believed, becaufe, of all thofe who 
were attached to Sejanus, GetuKcus alone efcaped unhurt, 
and continued in favour to the laft. Tiberius, fenfible that 
he was uniyerfally hated, and that his authority was fup- 
ported more by reputation than by force, durft not venture 
to attack a man who had both fufficient power and courage 
to defend himfelf h - 

It was in the courfe of this year, if we believe Dio Caffius, A muter • 
or according to Tacitus, four years before this period, that f ,lt 
a certain adventurer affirmed the name of Drulus the fon of ■'* f * 
Germanicus. He firft appeared in the Cyclades, and J'oon 
after on the continent, attended by many of. the emperor’s 
freedmen, and by great crouds of people, who flocked to 
him from all parts. Poppseus Sabinus, governor of Greece, 
and alfo of Macedon, where he was at that time, hearing 
the account, haftened to Nicopolis, a Roman colony, to 
obviate the evil confequences of fuch a report. There he 
learned, that this counterfeit Drufus, being carefully examin¬ 
ed, had declared himfelf to be the fon of Marcus Silanus; 
and that, many of his followers falling off, he had embark¬ 
ed, as if he defigned to fail to Italy. Tacitus relates nothing 
farther concerning the origin, or iffue, of that affair* ). 

In the following confullhip of Ceftius Gallus and M. 

Servilius Nonianus, the domeftic evils continued, the cru¬ 
elty of Tiberius being neither appealed by time, or the in- 

b Tacit. Ann. lib. vi. cap. 30. 1 Idem lib. v. cap. 10. 


(Y) Tacitus tells us, that in 
the confullhip of Fabius and 
Viteliius, after many ages, the 
phoenix appeared in Egypt. He 
fays it is a creature facrea to the 
fun ; and that, as to its beak 
and feathers, it differs from all 
other birds ; but, as to the 
length of its life, relations vary. 
The common opinion is, that 
it lives five hundred years: but 
there are not wanting fome who 
extend its life to 1461. Ac¬ 
cording to tradition, the true 
phoenix, lhaving completed a 
certain courfe of years, builds. 


juft before its death, a neft in 
its ’native land, upon which it 
iheds a generative power; 
whence fprings up a young one, 
whofe firft care, when grown 
up, is to bury its father. This 
it does not undertake unadvif- 
edly, but firft tries its ftrength, 
by gathering, and carrying a 
great way, loads of myrrh. 
When it finds itfelf equal to 
the burden, and fit for a long 
flight, it takes upon its back its 
father’s body, carries it to the al¬ 
tar of the fun, and there burns 
it(i). 


(i) Tacit. Ann. lib. vi. cap. a*. 
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numerable viGjms he had already facrificed : he ftill pus* 
fued, with frefh rage, ftale and dubious imputations, punifh- 
ing them as recent, heinous, and proved crimes (Z). In 
the end of the year died Poppaeus Sabinus, who had been 
conful under Auguftus, had acquired triumphal honours, 
and governed during the fpace of twenty-four years the two 
Moefias; to which governments Tiberius had added, in the 
fecond year of his reign, Macedon and Achaia k - 
Several j n t h e following year, Q^Plautius and Sextus Papinius 
"fensa/dif- -Allenius being confuls, Lucius Arufeius, and feveral others, 
tiuSiou put were condemned, and executed. Such executions were 
<• death. now become fo frequent and familiar, that they were very 
little regarded •, but that of Vibulenus Agrippa, a Roman 
knight, ftruck every perfon with terror and amazement. 
After his accufers had finifiied their pleadings againft him. 


k Tacit. Ann. lib. vi. cap, 

(Z) The moft diftinguilhed 
perfons who perilhed this, year, 
were Fulcinius Trio, Grr.nius 
Martianus, Tatius Gratianus, 
Trebellienus Rufus, and Sex- 
tius Paconianus. Trio, who . 
was conful the year in which 
tiejanns'was executed, beingac- 
cufed of having been privy to 
the treacherous defigns' of that 
minilter,,ma<le his latl will; in 
which he compiled a long 
charge of iniquities and dread¬ 
ful invedlives againft Macro, 
and the emperor’s chief freed- 
men, not fparing the prince 
himfelf, whom he ftyled an old 
dotard, and, on account of his 
long abfence, a defpicable exile. 
Granius Martianus, the fena- 
tor, ( being charged with treafon 
by Caius Gracchus, laid violent 
hands on himfelf. No wonder, 
that voluntary deaths ihould be 
fo common at Rome; for ail 
thofe who fell by the hand of 
the executioner forfeited their 
eftates with their lives, and 


3 ? . 39 - Ko. P‘ ® 37 > 

were debarrred the honour of 
burial; their bodies werepqji-* 
licly expofed to the infults of 
the populace, dragged through 
the ftreets with iron hooks, and 
thrown into the Tiber. The 
bodies of fuch as by a voluntary 
death prevented condemnation, 
were interred ; their wills re¬ 
mained in force; and their 
eftatps devolved to their chil¬ 
dren (i). Tatius Gratianus, 
who had been praetor, was for 
the fame charge fentenced to 
death, and alfo Trebellienus 
Rufus, who had been likewife 
praetor, and formerly appointed 
by the fenate guardian to the 
ions of Cotys, king of Thrace ; 
but he prevented condemnation 
by a voluntary death. Pacu- 
nianus, who had been chofen 
bySejanus to contrive the over¬ 
throw of Caligula, was, after 
three years confinement, ftrang- 
led in prxfon, for verfes mauc 
there againft Tiberius (2). 


(0 Tacit. Annal. lih. vi. cap. 19. Dio, lib. Ivjii. p.630. S“ ft - 
in Tib. cap. 53. (1) Tacit. Annal. lib. vi. cap. 38,39.- l ,l0 > 

p. 6a6. 
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he pulled out poifon, which he had concealed under Me 
gown, and fwallowed it in open fenate. He immediatdv 
fell , but, neverthelefs, was haftily dragged by the litters 
to the dungeon, where, though rLdy to cxple, he w [ s 
ftrangled by the common executioner. Cains Galba a 
confular and brother to the emperor of this name with 
the two BIsefi, fell by their own hands; Galba, upon the 
receipt of a letter from the emperor, forbidding h inf to call 
lots for the government of a province ; and the ISM, b e - 
caufe rxberius bellowed their prieflhoods, as vacant digiii- 

SobeyeVit 5i $ ^ they ^ aS 3 fi S' wI ? f 

Tigranes, grandfon to Herod king of Judsa by his father 

thlr and i f ° f rC , hda , us kin S of Cappadocia by his mo¬ 

ther Glaphyra ', who had himfelf reigned lbme time in Ar¬ 
menia, was accufed like a private citizen, and, without any 
regard to the royal dignity, condemned, and executed, with 
the other pretended criminals. This prince, and his elder 
.brother Alexander, had renounced the J'ewifli, and em¬ 
braced the Pagan religion, in complaifance to their grand- 
lather Archelaus. Agrippa their coufin-german was, in 
the month of September, dragged to prifon, loaded with 
chains, and kept under clofe confinement, till the death of 
-liberius. 


( . ^7 le r [f! rne year, the city fuffered greatly by an inundation 
or the Tiber, and by fire, which burnt down that part of 

n u' rCUS - was contiguous to Mount Avc-ntine, and 

all the buildings on the mount itfelf. Tiberius paid the "Thegene. 
value of the houfes deftroyed, and expended, in this bounty, r °/' l y °f 
a hundred thoufand great fefterces. To make an eftimate 
o every man’s lofs, he appointed his four fons-in-law, ^ 

j-nexus Domitius, Calfius Longintjs, Marcus Vinicius, and 
■nubellius Blandus, affillcd by Publius Petronius, nominated 
b y the confuls m . 

The next confuls, and the laft under Tiberius, were 
t-neius Acerronius Proculus and Caius Pontius Nigrinus, 

? r > as Suetonius calls him, Niger. The emperor was now 
ln the feventy-eighth year of his age, without having been 
ever once indifpofed fince his acceffion to the empire, 
though he neglected, and was even ufed to ridicule, the 
rules and preferiptions of phyficians, and fuch as, after the 
age of thirty, wanted to be informed by them what helped 
° r hurt their conftitutions. At length he was taken ill at Tiberius is 
"Itura, between Antium and Cerceii, as he was return- tak,a ,t! - 
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ing to Caprese from the neighbourhood of Rome. Hovr* 
ever, he proceeded to Circeii, where, to diffemble his indif- 
polition, he not only aflifted at the military' games, but 
even threw darts, and killed a boar with his own hand. 
From Circeii he advanced to Mifenum; and finding his 
ftrehgth began to fail, took up his refidence in a villa near 
the promontory which once belonged to the celebrated 
Lueullus. In order to conceal his indifpofition, which was 
now very vifible, he exerted the fame vigour of mind, the 
fame energy in difeourfe, and even affe&ed fometimes to 
be gay". 

The courfe of executions was not interrupted at Rome 
by the emperor’s illnefs. Acutia, once the wife of Publius 
Vitellius, being charged with treafon by Ltelius Balbus, was 
condemned. Afterwards Albucilla, who had been married 
to Satrius Secundus, a woman infamous for her amours and 
debaucheries, was accufed of deviling charms againfl the 
life of Tiberius. In the fame charge was involved, as her 
accomplices and adulterers, Cneius Domitius, Vibius Maj- 
fus, and Lucius Arruntius,.perfons diflinguifhed by their 
birth and employments : but, as the minutes tranfmitted to 
the fenate imported, that Macro had prefided in the exa¬ 
mination of the witnefies and torture of the (laves, and 
thefe were not accompanied by any letter from Tiberius 
againfl the accufed, the fathers fufpe£led, that, while he 
was ill, the accufations were forged by Macro, an invete¬ 
rate enemy to Arruntius. However, that brave Roman 
chofe to die ; notwithstanding the entreaties of his friends, 
who reprefented that the emperor's death, which was hourly 
expe£ted, would deliver him from the prefent danger: he 
anfwered, that there was no profpe£l of better times in the 
reign of Caligula, bred trp under the tuition and exam¬ 
ple of the infamous Macro ; he therefore caufed his veins 
to be opened, and bled to death °. 

Such was the end of Lucius Arruntius, a man of il- 
luftrious defeent, great fortune, and extraordinary acconi- 
p’ifhmerits. Domitius, by pretending to prepare for his 
defence, and Matfus, by refolving to end his life by abfti- 
nence, outlived'Tiberius, and efcaped the prefent danger. 
Albucilla attempted to deftroy hcrfelf} blit the blow prov¬ 
ing ineffefiual, fhe was, by order of the fenate, dragged to 
prifon, and there executed. Againfl the accomplices of 
her debaucheries, it was decreed, that Graiidius Sacerdos, 
formerly praetor, fhould be banilhed to an ifland; and that 

» Tacit. Ann, lib. vi. cap. 50. Suet. cap. 7a, JoGrph. lib.viii- 
-cap. 8. • Tack. Annal. lib. vi. cap. $*. 
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Pontius Fregellanus and Laelius Balbus, both fenators, 
{hould be degraded. About the fame time Sextus Papi¬ 
nius, of a confular family, ended his life, by throwing 
himfelf from an eminence, to avoid the impure felicitations 
of bis own mother; who was thereupon accufed, but only 
banifhed Rome for ten years, till her younger fon Ijad 
pafled the dangers of youth ?. 

Tiberius having read, in the journal of the fenate, that 
fome prifoners had been difcharged, becaufe he had only 
written, that informations were lodged againft them, with¬ 
out mentioning witnefles, tranfported with rage, refolved to 
return to Capreae, and there, as in a place of fafety, re¬ 
venge the affront; but the bad weather, and his diftcmper, 
detained him, againft his inclination, at Mifenum «. How¬ 
ever, he ftill hoped to overcome his prefent indifpofition, 
depending upon the predi&ions of Tbrafyllus, which he 
confidered as fo many oracles (A) : that famous aftrologer. 


p Tacit. Annal. lib. vi. cap. 49. 

(A) Tiberius, during his re¬ 
tirement at Rhodes, applied 
himfelf chiefly to the ftudy of 
judicial aftrology, under the di¬ 
rection of Thrafyllus, whofe 
Ikill in that art he proved by 
the following trial: lie led him 
to a houfe built on the top of 
a fleep rock, by the fea-nde, 
and there minutely confulted 
him about various events. 
Thrafyllus gave fatisfadlory an- 
fwers to all his queftions; aflur- 
ed him that he Ihould be foon 
raifed to the empire; and fore¬ 
told many revolutions, which 
afterwards happened, as they 
had been predicted. Tiberius, 
ftruck with amazertient, afked 
him, whether he had calculated 
his own nativity, and could 
thence forefee what was to be- 
fal him the fame year, nay, that 
very day ? The reader is to be 
informed, that the way to the 
above mentioned houfe lay crofs 
folitary rocks, and dreadful pre¬ 
cipices j and that Tiberius, if 


a Suet, in Tib. cap. 73. 

he fufpedted the predictions of 
any ailrologer he confulted to 
be falfe, ufed, on his return, to 
throw him into the fea. This 
had beenthefate of feveral.who, 
unfkilled in the art they pro- 
fefled, had attempted to impofe 
upon him with falfe predictions. 
Thrafyllus, therefore, when the 
above mentioned queftion was 
put to him, Purveying the peti¬ 
tions of the liars, and calculat¬ 
ing their afpe&s, began, at firft, 
to.hefitate, then to tremble, 
and the more he meditated, the 
more he appeared difmayed 
with wonder and dread : at lalt 
he cried out, that jufl then he 
was threatened with a danger 
very near fatal. At thefe words 
Tiberius congratulated him up¬ 
on his forefight of dangers, and 
his fecurity from them ; and 
thenceforth, eiteeming his pre¬ 
dictions as fo many oracles, held 
him in the rank of his molt ul¬ 
timate friends (1). 


(1) Tacit. Annal. lib. vi. cap. so. 
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baring allured him, that he was to live ten years longer, 
either deceived himfelf, or defigned to deceive Tiberius, that 
he might not haften the execution of thofe who were in 
prifon. Many were indebted to Thrafyllus’s prediction for 
their lives'; for Tiberius, relying upon it, purfued his former 
cou'rfe of life, without even relinquilhiqg his fhameful de¬ 
baucheries, or mentioning his diftemper to any phyfician : 
however, Charicles, an eminent man in that profeffion, 
who always attended him, pretending to depart upon fome 
private affair, under the appearance of killing his hand as 
he went out of the room, touched his pulfe. Tiberius, fuf- 
peeting the artifice, inllantly ordered the entertainment to 
be ferved up, perfuaded Charicles to fit down again, and 
continued himfelf at table longer than ufual, as if he meant 
that honour only for a farewel to his friend, but in reality 
to feign health, and hide his weaknefs. When the enter¬ 
tainment was over, he did not forget his old cuftom -, but 
(landing in the middle of the room, with an officer by him ; 
he called them all by their names, and took his leave qf 
each of the guefts in particular, as if he had been in per¬ 
fect health. Neverthelefs, Charicles affured Macro, that 
the emperor declined apace, and that he could not exift two 
days longer : hence the whole court was filled with clofe 
confultatiotis; and expreffes were fent to the generals and 
armies s . 

Tiberius had no furviving children of his own ; he had 
indeed a grandfon, the fon of Drufus, named Tiberius 
Nero, and furnamed Gemellus, or the Twin, becaufe born 
at a birth with another, who died in his infancy. Caius, 
furnamed Caligula, was his grandfon too, but only by adop¬ 
tion, he being the fon of bis nephew Germanicus, whom 
he had adopted by order of AUguftus. Hence he was at a 
lofs to which of the two he fhould bequeath the empire. 
The fon of Drufus was nearer in blood, and far more dear 
to him 5 but too young to govern fuch a mighty empire, be¬ 
ing at this time in the feventeenth year of his age- Caius 
was in the flower and vigour of youth 5 and greatly beloved by 
the people, which was a fufficient motive for his grandfather 
to hate him. In this perplexity, the emperor thought evert 
of Claudius, who was his nephew, and brother to Germs' 
nicus; but the weaknefs of his underftanding feemed an 
iofurmountableobflacle ; for he had been hitherto reckoned 
incapable of any public employment. To choofe a fuc- 
cefior from any other family than his own, was difgracing, 


r Dio, lib. lviii. ’p. «j8. 
Suet, in Tib. cap. 7*, 73, 


* Tacit, Anna), lib. vi. cap. 5 0, 
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and, in a manner, infulting the name of tlie Caffars, and 
the memonr of Auguftus j for he had more at heart the 
grandeur of his race, than the welfare aud fecurity of the 
Roman ftate; fo that his mind ftill wavering, and his 
fhengtb decaying, he left the imperial dignity to the deci- 
Con of fortune * (B), • 


. t Tacit. Ann. lib. vi. 


(B) Suetonius allures us, that 
two years before his death, he 
made his will; of which there 
were two copies, one under his 
own hand, the other written 
by one of his freedmen but 
both to the fame purpofe, and 
witneffed by perfons of no rank 
or diftindtion. By that will he 
left coheirs Caius his grandfon 
By Germanicus, and Tiberius 
by Drufus, both in equal por¬ 
tions, and fubftituting them 
fucceffively (i); for Dio Caffius 
tells us in exprefs terms, that 
the prince left the empire, by 
his laft will, to young Tiberius 
alfo; that he took care to make 
this his laft difpofition well 
known, and even caufed it to 
be read by Macro in the fe- 
nate (2). Suetonius likewife, 
in his life of Caligula, writes, 
that the fenate and people una- 
mmoufly declared Caligula foie 
emperor, contrary to the ex¬ 
prefs will of Tiberius, who had 
left him but his coheir with an¬ 
other of his grandchildren, who 
was then under age, and ftill in 
his praetexta (3). Philo the 
Jew allures us, that young Ti¬ 
berius was left coheir of Caius, 
and his colleague in the fove- 
reignty ; and adds, that Tibe¬ 
rius, if he had lived a little 

(«) Sueton, in Tiber, cap. 7 6 . 
(3) Suet, in Calig. cap. 14.. 

(5) Suet, in Calig. cap. 12. 

Dio, lib. Iviii. p. 639. 


cap, 4<S. 

longer,would havecut offCnius, 
and left the empire to his grand¬ 
fon, without either a partner, 
or a rival (4). Caius, doubt¬ 
ing of the inclinarion of Tibe¬ 
rius, left no meafure untried to 
fecure the empire by other 
means: he even debafed him- 
felf fo far, as to court the fa¬ 
vour of Ennia Ntevia, the wife 
of Macro, with the promife of 
marriage, as foon as he attained 
the fovereign power. His view 
in this was to engage in his in- 
tereft her hulband, whofe credit 
with the emperor was known to 
be great (,)• Tacitus and Dio 
Caffius tells us, that after the 
death of Claudia, who had been 
efpoufed to Caligula, Macro 
himfeif, to make his court to 
him, obliged his wife to lacrifice 
her honour to his ambitious 
views, and to fecure the young 
pfiuce by a promife of mar¬ 
riage (6). Tiberius would have 
cut him off, inllead of naming 
him for his fucceffor, had not 
Macro diverted b in from this 
defign, by exculing the. faults 
of the young prince, by atcrib- 
ing to modefty his teeming 
want of parts, and alluring the 
emperor, that he had a great 
refpedl and aftedtion tor his 
grandlon Tiberius (7). Ma- 


(») Dio, lib. lix. p. 640- 
(4) Phil. Legat. f>. 100a—1004. 
( 6 ) Tacit. Ann. lib. vi. cap. 45. 

(7) Phil. Legal, cap. 4. p- 997 - 99 s - 
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The emperof’s ftrength failing him daily, on tbefixteenth 
of March he fell into a fwoon, which lafted fo long, that 
he was believed to have finiflied his courfe. Caius, on this 
fuppofition, produced himfelf abroad, in the midft of a 
great throng of perfons of all ranks, who came to pay him 
their congratulations upon his acceffion to the throne; but 
in the height of his joy, fudden notice was brought him, 
that Tiberius had recovered his fight and voice, and had 
called for fome refrefhmertt to recruit his fainting fpirits. 
This unexpected intelligence ftruck all with dread and 
horror : the crowd about Caligula inftantly difperfed ; and 
the young prince himfelf, trembling, fpeechlefs, and unable 
to move, flood expeding immediate death, inflead of em¬ 
pire. Macro alone continued undifturbed ; and ordering 
the apartment to be cleared, caufed the weak old man to 
he-fmothered with a weight of coverings, under pretence 
of keeping him warm Tiberius died, according to Ta¬ 
citus w , and Suetonius x , on the fixteenth, according to 
Dio Caflius r, on-the twerrty-fixth of March ; fo that he 
reigned, from the death of Anguftus, twenty-two years. 


« Tacit. Annal. lib. vl. cap. 50, et feq. Dio, lib. Iviii. p. {39. 
* Tacit, ibid. cap. 59. * Suet. cap. 73. Jt Dio, ubi fupra. 


cro’s partiality for Caius was not 
unknown to Tiberius, who up¬ 
braided his minifter with it, tell¬ 
ing him, that he “ negleCted 
the fetting fun, and courted the 
rifing.” On feveral other oc- 
cafions, he dropped certain 
words, which plainly fhewed, 
that he forefaw what would 
happen after his death. As ohe 
day Caius ridiculed Sylla upon 
fome occafional difcourfe, Ti¬ 
berius told him, that he would 
have all the vices of Sylla, and 
none of his virtues. At an¬ 
other time, a debate arifing be¬ 
tween the two young princes, 
the emperor embraced, with 
many, tears, his little grandfon; 
and addrefling himfelf to Caius, 
Who, at this demonftration of 
kindnefs, betrayed great ftern- 
nefs in his countenance; “ Thou 


(faid he), wilt one day murder 
him, and another will murder 
thee” (8). This he foretold, 
not from ftill in aftrology, but 
from his fagacity, and thorough 
knowlege of mankind (9). 

According to Jofephus, Ti¬ 
berius left the empire to 
Caius alone; according to Dio 
Caflius and Suetonius, to Caius 
and Tiberius jointly; and, ac¬ 
cording to Tacitus, to neither, 
but to the decifion of fate, that 
is, to the perfon for whom fate 
or deftiny referved it. The 
authority of Tacitus is of great 
weight with us, efpecially in 
what he relates here ; fince all 
authors agree in defcribing Ti¬ 
berius as a fatalift, or one who 
was perfuaded, that all things 
were governed by fate. 


(S) Phil. Legat, p, 1004, Tacit, Annal. lib. vi. cap. 46. Din. 
lib. lyiii. p. 636. (9) Jofeph. Antiq. lib. jcviii. cap. S. Suet, 

in Tiber. 
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» fix months, and twenty-fix days, or ten days more, as Dio 
relate®. He was, at his death, in the feventy-cighth year 
of his age, which he had entered four months, and nine, 
or at molt nineteen days *. 

Though he had, the preceding year, highly obliged the 
city, by nis bounty, on occafion of a fire, yet the news,of 
his death were received with the greateft demonftrations of 
joy, the populace running up and down the ftreets in 
crowds, and crying, “ Throw the tyrant into the Tiber!” 
or befeeching their mother earth, and the infernal gods, to 
vouchfafe him no place but among the impious : feme 
threatened to drag his vile carcafe to the Gemoniae, and 
there expofe it to the rage and fury of the multitude ; pro¬ 
voked not only by his pad: cruelties, but by an inftance of 
his barbarity, which took place even after his death; for 
whereas, by the decree we have fpoken of above, it was 
provided, that no criminal whatfoever fliould be executed 
till the tenth day after fentence pronounced, that term hap¬ 
pening to expire, with refpe£t to feveral perfons, on tire 
fame day the news of Tiberius's death reached Rome, they 
earneftly begged for a farther reprieve, not doubting but 
Caius would grant them their lives and liberty : but as he 
was abfent, and no one elfe at Rome, to whom any petition 
in their behalf could be addrefied, the keepers of the prifon 
ftrangled them of their own authority, and expofed their 
bodies to public view: which cruel aftion increafed the 
hatred of the people againft Tiberius, as if his cruelty had 
outlived him *. Several others, however, were fayed ; for 
the emperor dying before the term of their reprieve ex¬ 
pired, they had time to apply to his fucceflor, who fet them 
at liberty b . 

The body of the deoeafed emperor was carried from Mi- 
fenum to Home, by the lbldiers of the prsetorian guards, 
where it was burnt with the ufual folcmnity, Caius, who 
had never abandoned the body, pronouncing the funeral 
oration ; in which he fpoke little of Tiberius, but greatly 
extolled Auguftus and Germanicus, without forgetting hnn- 
felf. He had written to the fenate before, acquainting 
them with the death of the emperor, and Ins accelHon to 
the empire ; and requiring them, at the fame time, to e- 
cree thofe honours to Tiberius which they had formerly be¬ 
llowed on Auguftus. The fenate, not yet acquainted with 
the inclination of the new emperor, poftponed the aftair 
till his arrival, when he took no farther notice o w 
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had written; but eaufthg tbe body to be brought into the 
city in the, night-time, expofed it the next day, and then 
ordered it to be burnt, without any extraordinary pomp or 
honours c . As for his character, every reader may draw it 
after the detail we have given of the moft remarkable ac¬ 
tions of his life : however, to what we have already faid, 
we {hall fubjoin the words with which Tacitus clofes the 
hiftory of his reign. “ Tiberius (fays he) was defervedly 
from Ta- efteemed by all while he was a private man, or commanded 
titut. under Auguftus : with great addrefs he feigned virtue,while 
Germanicus and-Drufus lived: he bore a mixed character 
of good and evil till the death of his mother: he did not 
difguife his execrable cruelty, but concealed his lewdnefs, 
while he loved and feared Sejanus ; at laft he abandoned 
himfelf to all kinds of wickednefs, being no longer reftrain- 
ed either by fhame or fear, but following his own execra¬ 
ble difpofition d (C).” Many eminent writers flourifhed in 
his reign, of whom we {hall give a fuccincf account, not to 
interrupt the thread of our hiftory, in our notes (D). 

As 

r Dio, lib. lix. p. 642. '<* Tacit. Ann. lib. vi. cap. 51. 

(C) Tiberius was an elo- tempered with blood.” He 
quent and ready fpeaker, and never forgave free fpeakers, 
in his writings imitated Meffala never could endure men of a 
Corvinus, a famous orator; but bold fpirit, whom, firft or laft, 
his affectation rendered bis ftyle he purfued to definition ; but 
perplexed and obfeure. He at the fame time he abominated 
wrote a lyric poem, intitled, flattery, when he knew it to be 
A Complaint on the Death of fo: whence it was dangerous, 
LuciusCaefar, which was greatly fays Tacitus, to praftife no flat, 
efteemed ; and feveral Greek tery, and dangerous to praQife 
pieces, in imitation of Eupho- too much. As he was a man of 
rion, Rhianus, and Partheuius, great penetration, and endowed 
poets whom he admired above with extraordinary talents both 
the reft, and whofe ftatues he for civil and military employ- 
canfed to be dedicated, in the ments, he would have made a 
public libraries, amongft thofe great figure in the times ot the 
of the moft celebrated writers, republic, fupported the dignity 
The Greek tongue he fpoke , of a fenator, difeharged with 
with great readinefs and eafe, credit the firft offices of flate, 
but ufed it very' feldom. He and, in all likelihood, died in 
betrayed, even from his in- renown, and left behind him a 
fancy, manifeft tokens of a high reputation, 
cruel, favage, and untradtable (D) Thcfe were, Velleius 
temper; whence Theodorus Paterculus, of whofe hiftory 
Gadareus, who taught him the the far greater part is loft; what 
firft rudiments of learning, ufed ftill remains of it comprehend? 
to call him, “A mafs of clay the ancient hiftory of the 

* Greeks, 
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As Caius, furnamed Caligula (E), was greatly beloved 
both by the fenate and people^ on account of the extraor¬ 
dinary 


Greeks, and that of the Ro¬ 
mans, from the defeat of Per- 
fes to the feventeenth year of 
Tiberius’s reign. He is thought 
to have written with candour 
and impartiality till the times of 
the Caefars ; in whofe favour 
he miferably perverts truth, or 
utterly fupprefles it. What he 
writes of Tiberius ought rather 
to be ftylcd a fulfome panegyric 
than a hiftory. His chief hero, 
after Tiberius, was the favour¬ 
ite minifter Sejanus, on whom 
he bellows the highelt enco¬ 
miums, not foreleeing the doom 
tttat hung over his head, and 
foon after overtook him. Some 
writers think that Velleius him- 
felf fell with Sejanus, as a friend, 
if not an accomplice, of the 
traitor whom he fo undefervedly 
commended. He was of an 
equeftrian family, which came 
originally from Campania. He 
ferved nine years under Tibe¬ 
rius, firft as military tribune in 
Thrace and Macedon, and af¬ 
terwards in quality of comman¬ 
der of the legionary horfe in 
Germany. As to. his civil em¬ 
ployments, he was honoured 
with the quaeftorlhip, the pvx- 
torfhip, and, as fome writers 
conjecture, with the confulate; 
which was not improbable, lince 
he was in great favour both 
with Tiberius and Sejanus (i). 

Valerius Maximus, who left 
behind him a collection of the 
memorable aCtions and layings 
of the ancients, wrote about 
the latter end of Tiberius’s 
reign, after the fall of Sejanus, 


as is manifeft from his own 
words, and from thofe of the. 
ancients who quote him. His 
ftyle, which has nothing of the 
purity of the age he is fuppofed 
to have lived in, has prompred 
fome to imagine that his writ¬ 
ings are of a much' later date. 

Strabo, whofe feventeen 
books of geography are fo much 
and fo defervedly admired by 
the learned, obferves, in his 
fixteenth book, that the king¬ 
dom of Comagene had been but 
very lately reduced to a Roman 
province. This happened, ac¬ 
cording to the opinion of the 
belt chronographers, in the 
eighteenth year of the Chrii- 
tittn a?ra, and the fifth ot Tibe¬ 
rius’s reign: fo that we may 
reafonably fuppofe Strabo, who 
was then very old, to have end¬ 
ed both his work and his life be¬ 
fore the death of 1 iberius. He 
wrote other books, hut none ot 
them have reached us 

Dionyfius, the geographer, 
who wrote a defeription ot the 
earth in Greek verle. died, ac- 
coftling to Voffius, in the reign 
of Tiberius. 

Phxdrus, who tranflated into 
Latin verfe the tables ol fliibp, 
was, according to Voflius(a), 
a native of Thrace, and one ot 
Auguftus’s freed men , and died 
in the reign of Tiberius. 

Thrafyllus, the aftrologcr, 
was well verfed in fevcral other 
fciences, efpccially in Plains 
. The emperor Ju- 
us, that Thrafyllus 
nore fame by the 


philofophy 
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dinary merit of his father Germanicus, and the injuries done 
to him and his family, news were no fooner brought that 
he was advancing from Mifenum with the corpfc of the de- 
ceafed emperor, than perfons of all ranks and ages crouded 
out to meet their new fovereign. At his entrance into the 
citvhe was received with new names of honour, and all 
poflible demonftrations of real affetUcn. The fenate im¬ 
mediately afiembied; and the people, thronging into the 
hall with the fenators, he was, by univerfal confent declar¬ 
ed emperor, with the moil extenfive power, contrary to the 
exprefs will of Tiberius, who had left him coheir with his 
grandfon Tiberius, then under age, and in his preetexta. 
The joy for his acceffion to the imperial throne was not con¬ 
fined to the narrow bounds of Rome and Italy, but reached 
the moil diflant provinces } infomuch that, in the fpace of 
three months, a hundred and fixty thoufand victims were 
flain on that occafion within the limits of the empire 
He had no fooner paid his laft duty to the remains of his 
grandfather, than he haftened into the iflands of Pandataria 
and Pontia, where he gathered, with great piety, the bond's 
and afhes of his mother and brother Nero, brought them to 
Rome, and caufed them to be depofited, with extraordinary 

< Dio, lib. lix. p. 640—644. Suet, in Calig. cap. 14, 


books he left behind him, than 
by his great credit with Tibe- 
rius (3) 

L. Feneftella, the poet and 
hiftorian, died towards the lat¬ 
ter end of Tiberius’s reign. He 
feems to have been greatly 
efteefned by the ancients (4) ; 
but feme are of opinion, that 
none of his works have reached 
our times. The treatife of the 
Roman inagiflrates, which goes 
uuder his name, is of a later 
date, and generally nferibed to 
Andrea Domenico Flocco, a na¬ 
tive of Florence. 

Verrius Flaccus, a celebrated 
grammarian, and preceptor to 
Cuius and Lucius Caefars, died 
in the reign of Tiberius, ex¬ 
tremely old (5). 


(E) Cains, fays Tacitus, was 
born in the camp in Germany, 
nurfed in the arms of the le¬ 
gions, and by them named Ca¬ 
ligula; a military term, from 
the boots which, of the fame 
faihion with their own, in com¬ 
pliment to them, and to gain 
their affeftions, he frequently 
wore (6). The lurname of Ca¬ 
ligula, fays Suetonius (7), was 
given him by the legions, bc- 
caufe he was brought up amongtf 
them in the habit of a common 
foldier; in confequence of 
which education, he was, to 
fuch a degree beloved by them, 
that, upon a mutiny, after the 
death of Auguftus, his prefence 
appeafed them when in the 
height of their fury. 


Ij) Julian. Auguft. ad Tliemift. (4) Plin. lib. xxxiii.cap. ”• 

Hier. in Chron. (5) Suet, in Gramm, cap. 17, (6) Tacit. 

Ann. lib. i, cap. 41. (7) Suet, cap, 9. 
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portp, in the maufoleum of Auguftus. All the decrees of 
the fenate iffued againft them, and again ft Drui'ns, who 
died at Rome, were annulled: and a ftately villa on the 
fea-fide, where Agrippina had, for fome time, been kept 
under confinement, was levelled with the ground, that no 
monument might remain of her misfortunes f . Public Sa¬ 
crifices were appointed by the fenate to be yearly offered, to 
perpetuate their memory ; Solemn games in the circus, and 
chariot-races, were inftituted in honour of his mother, in 
which her image was to be carried amonglt thole of the 
gods ; and the month of September was, by a decree of the 
fenate, to be thenceforth called by the name of his father, 
Germanicus. 

Having thus fignalized his piety towards his father, his mo- love to hie 
ther, and his brothers, he honoured his grandmother Anto- S ran,{ - 
nia with the name of Augufta, appointed herprieftefs of Au- 
guftus, granted her all the privileges enjoyed by the Veftals, ™ 
and all the marks of ciiftinttion which had ever been confer- 
* r$d upon Livia, either by Auguftus or Tiberius. The privi¬ 
leges of the Veftals he likewife granted to his lifters Agrip¬ 
pina, Drufiila, and Livilla or Julia (F); and ordained, that 
their names fhould be added to his, in all folemn oaths, 
with this claufe : “ Neither am I dearer to myfelf, nor arc 
my children dearer to me, than Caius Carfar and his filters.” 

To all the public a£ts the following form was ordered to 
be prefixed : “ May it prove fortunate and happy to Caius 
Caefar and his fitters! ” All the papers, regilters, and re¬ 
cords which Tiberius had left, relating to the proceedings 
againft his mother and brothers, be caufed to be brought 
publicly into the forum, and there committed to the flames, 
after having folemnly called the gods to witnefs, that he had 
never read nor even opened them. This ftep he took, as he 
then declared, that no room might be left for fear or appre- 
henfionsin thofe who bad been the occafion of the misfor¬ 
tunes which befel them. However, as they were all 
afterwards, to a man, cut off, under the imputation of va¬ 
rious crimes, it was commonly believed, that he had burnt 

f Senec. de Ira, lib. iv. cap. *i. 

(F) Caius had, according to manicus’s daughters, born in 
Suetonius, but three fitters. A- the feventeenrh year or the 
grippina, Drufiila, and Livilla; Chriftian ana, and, m t e 
fo that Livilla and Julia mult thirty-third, married to Mar- 
be one and the fame perfon. cus Vinicius(8). 

J ulia was the youngefi. of Ger- 

(8) Tacit. Annal. lib. ii., cap. 54. & lib. vi. cap. ij. 
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only the copies, and preferred the originals *. The day 
he made his entry into Rome, he was for fetting at 
liberty Agrippa, the grandfon of king Herod, whom Ti¬ 
berius had confined fix months before ; but his grandmo¬ 
ther Antonia, though a great friend to Agrippa, advifed 
him to fufpend for fome time, the effeCts of his clemency, 
'left he Ihould feem toinfult the memory of his grandfather 11 ; 
Sets at li- however he was releafed a few days after, as were likewife 
irrty all a u t h c other ftate prifoiiers, and* among the reft, L. Pom- , 
fiait pri- p 0n j us Secundus, of whom we have fpoken before, after 
P ners " feven years clofe confinement. Such as had been banifhed 
by Tiberius were all recalled from exile, to the great joy of 
the Romans. 

Difctmra- Nothing gave greater fatisfa£lion to the nobility and peo- 
gis inform pie, than his folemnly declaring, that he would not fufter 
*"• any one to be accufed of treafon, Cnee, under the appear¬ 

ance of that crime, fo many illuftrious citizens, fo many 
ancient and noble families, had been involved iii the molt 
dreadful calamities. A note being offered him, tending to , 
the difeovery of a confpiracy againft his life, he rejected if, 
faying, “ I am not confcious of any aCtion that can deferve 
the hatred of any man ; and therefore have no ears for in¬ 
formers.” Though the will of Tiberius had been declared 
null by the fenate, yet he executed every article of it with 
great punctuality, except that which related to the deceafed 
emperor’s grandfon ; the fame regard he paid to the tefta- 
nient of Livia, which had been fuppreffed by Tiberius, 
caufing their legacies to be immediately difeharged, and 
adding to them large fums of his own, to be divided among 
the Roman people and the foldiery. 

In his firlt fpeech to the fenate he promifed to govern 
with juftice and moderation, to do nothing without their 
advice, and to follow their directions as their child and pu- 
Hiifeem- pil. Purfuant to his proteftations, he caufed the famous 
mu mode- inftitutions of Auguftus to be revived and publiflied, though 
ration. t j le y } l;u j been long negleCted and difufed by Tiberius ; he 
gave free jurifdiCtion to the magiftrates, without referving 
any appeal to-himfelf, and even attempted to reftore the 
ancient method of elections by the votes of the people. The 
fenate were for declaring him conful, as foon as the funeral 
ceremonies, performed in honour of bis grandfather, were 
over; but he could not be prevailed upon to accept that 
dignity till Proculus and Nigrinus had ended their year, 
which expired in the month of July *. In the mean time 


e Dio. p. 64—646 Suet. cap. 15. * Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xviii. 
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U deliberated with tire confuls and fenate about the refor¬ 
mation of many abufes which had crept into the ftate : he 
reviewed the Homan knights, and publicly took away the 
rings and horfes of fuch as be found guilty of any notorious 
crime : final ler offences he thought fufficiently puniftied bv 
paffing over the names of the offenders as he read the rojl; 
he intended-to have caft the fpintrise, or inventors of abo¬ 
minable lewdnefs, into the fea; but being diffuaded from 
that feverity, he banilhed them from Rome : he allowed 
every one to keep and perufe the books of Titus Labienus, 
Cremutius Cordus, and Caflius Severus, which, in the reign 
of Tiberius had been, by order of the fenate, prohibited 
and fuppreffed, faying, it nearly concerned him that all the 
a&ions of Tiberius lliould be tranfmitted to pofterity: he 
likewife remitted feveral impofitions, which had been ex¬ 
acted with great feverity during the whole reign of his pre- 
deceffor k . Thus did Caligula happily begin his reign ; and 
of him it may be truly faid, that no prince ever came to a 
^throne with greater advantages, or more to the fatisfa&ion 
df his people. 

In the month of July, Cains entered upon his firft con- Caiui taka 
fullhip, and chofe for his colleague his uncle Claudius, upon Aim- 
then in the forty-fixth year of his age ; who, till that time, S e, f th * . 
had continued in the equeftrian order, being judged un- clm f u J }n P' 
equal to any public employment, on account of the weak- 
nefs both of his body and mind. We are told, that, when 
he firft entered the forum with the fafees, an eagle perched 
upon his fhoulder; an accident which was looked upon as a 
prognoftic of his future grandeur. The fame day Caius, in His Utah 
a fpeech to the fenate, declaimed with great vehemence 
againft the diforders of the late adminiftration, promifed to 
avoid them as much as lay in his power, and folemnly pro- 
tefted, that he had nothing fo much at heart, as to render 
the people happy whom the gods had committed to his care. 

The fenate decreed, that his fpeech fhould be publicly read 
every year, doubtlefs to remind him of the promifes he had 
made, and to lay him under fome obligation of perform¬ 
ing them. On the laft day of Auguft, which was his 
birth-day, he entertained the people with the moft magni¬ 
ficent fhows that had ever been exhibited in Rome ; and, 
on this occafion, culhions were firft laid on the feats of the 
Senators, who, till that time, had fat, both in the fenate 
and theatre, on bare benches *. Thenceforth no day palled 
without fome Ihew, the emperor taking great pleafure in 
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...During his confulfhip, he reftored the kingdom of Co¬ 
rn agene to Antiochus, the fon of that Antiochus, who had 
been expelled by Tiberius, ordering, at the fame time, a 
hundred millions of fefterces, that is, about a million of 
our money, to be paid him, by way of reftitution for the 
revenues of his kingdom, which Rome had fo long enjoyed, 
without any juft title”. Antiochus, in gratitude to fo ge¬ 
nerous a benefactor, gave two of his names to a town of 
Comagene, calling it Csefarea Germanica, which wer.e af¬ 
terwards changed into that of Germanicia. Of his genera¬ 
lity to Agrippa, we fpoke in the hiftory of the Jews ; and 
therefore lhall only obferve here, that he bellowed on him 
the tetrarchy of his uncle Philip, with the title of king ; 
but referved for himfelf the reft of Judaea, whither he dif- 
patched this year Marcellus, in quality of governor, in the 
room of Pontius Pilate, whom Lucius Vitellius, governor 
of Syria, had fent to Rome, to anfwer the many grievou?, 
complaints of the Jewilh people, whom he had oppreifed 
in a moft tyrannical manner". His generofity to private 
perfons was no lefs remarkable; for a fire happening in 
the firft months of his reign, he made good the Ioffes which 
every particular fufferer had fuftaincd. To a freed-woman, 
who had endured moft exquilite torments, without difco- 
vering the crime of a patron, he gave eighty thoufand fe¬ 
fterces. For thefe and other bounties, a (hield of gold, 
with his image, was decreed, which, by order of the feuate, 
was to be carried annually, on a certain day, by the col¬ 
leagues of priefts, to the Capitol, the fenators following it, 
and the children of noblemen finging hymns in praife of 
his virtues : befides, it was ordained, that the day of his ac- 
ceffion to the empire Ihould be called Palilia, as if Rome 
had been founded anew on that day. Caius, having held 
the confulate two months and ten days, refigned the fafces 
to thofe who had been appointed by Tiberius, for the reft 
of the year j but their names we find no where recorded. 

It was probably about this time that Caius wrote to Lu¬ 
cius Vitellius, governor of Syria, to conclude a peace with 
Artabanus, king of the Parthians. Suetonius tells us in one 
place, that Vitellius ufed every kind of artifice to draw Ar¬ 
tabanus to a conference”} and in another, that the Par* 
thian king, who had always fhewn the utmoft contempt* 
and an irreconcileable hatred, to Tiberius, fought, of his 
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ttwn accord, the friendfh'ip of Caius. According to Dio 
Caffius, that prince had already pafied the Euphrates, and 
was upon the point of invading Syria, when Viteilius, com¬ 
ing unexpectedly upon him, obliged him to agree to a 
peace. Be that as it may, Artabanus and Viteilius came 
to an interview on a bridge, which they caufed to be ltfirl 
over the Euphrates, each attended by a certain number of 
guards; and Concluded a treaty, the conditions of which 
were very advantageous to the Romans p . The Parthian 
even condefcended to give, by way of hoftage, one of his 
own fons or, at leait, a youth of great diitindion, named 
Darius, probably of the race of the Arfacidx, whom he lent 
fomc time after to Rome, with a Jew, named Eleazar, fovea 
cubits high. When the treaty was concluded, Herod Anti- 
pas, tetrarch of Galilee, gave a magnificent entertainment to 
Artabanus and Viteilius, under a rich pavilion, raifet! upon 
boats in the middle of the river. Suetonius r and DioCallius 
tell us, that Artabanus pafied the Euphrates, adored the eagles 
•a^A enfignsof the legions, and killed the images of Auguftus 
and Caius Csefar. Herod immediately difpatched meflengers 
to Rome, with a minute account of tiiis traniadfcion, who 
arriving before the mefiengers of Viteilius, the emperor re¬ 
ceived the latter coldly, telling them, that Herod had al¬ 
ready tranfrnitted to him a detail of all that had been done 
on the Euphrates ; a circumttance which occafioned a mif- 
underftanding between the tetrarch of Galilee and Viteilius. 

After Caius had thus happily reigned about eight months, He is tain 
he was feized with a violent fit of illnefs, occafioned by in- >"• 
temperance and debaucheries: while Tiberius lived, he was 
moderate in his diet; but, upon that emperors death, he 
foriook his former way of living, and gave himlelf up to all 
manner of irregularities ; which fo affected ms conftitution, 
that, towards the end of Odober, he fell dangeroufly ill. 

As that was the time of the year in which thofc who traded 
to foreign countries returned home, news ot the emperor 
indifpofition were immediately carried to all the provim.es ^ 
of the empire, and every where received wit; 11L £ thepenpie 

tokens of forrow imaginable 6 . At Rome, is F jormsri - 

conftantly crouded with multitudes of people of all rantts 
enquiring after his health; many pafied whole nights at 
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diftant provinces fubjeft to Rome, as a thankfgiving to tbe 
gods for fo fignal a favour. But how blind is man in his 
imagination; how vain in his hope, and ignorant of what 
is moll to his advantage ! This prince, fo much beloved, 
and univerfally efteemed as the author of all public and pri¬ 
vate happinefs, either fuddenly changed his nature, or dif- 
covered that which he had hitherto artfully difguifed. 
Some writers think, that this diftemper affefted his brain ; 
for, ever after, be was much troubled for want of fleep, 
never refting above three hours in a night, and that not 
quietly, but conftantly frightened with ftrange dreams, and 
dreadful imaginations ; fo that he parted great part of the 
night either fitting up in his bed, or wandering about tbe 
galleries of his palace, longing for day. He was himfelf, 
fays Suetonius‘, fo fenfible of the infirmity of his mind, 

that he once refolved to retire, in order to purge his brain. 

lit was troubled, when a child, with the falling-fickncfs -, 
and in his youth, though patient of labour and hardfhips, 
fubjett to fainting-fits Others afcribe this unaccountable, 
conduct to a philtre or love-potion, which was afterwards 
given him by his wife Crefonia, and impaired his under- 
ftanding. Whatever was the caufe of this change, it is 
certain, that, from the time of this malady to the hour of 
his death, he acted more like a madman than a confiderate 
prince -, fo that, for the reit of his reign, the reader is to 
expeft an uninterrupted train of execrable vices, monftrous 
extravagancies, and fuch ridiculous inconfiftencies, as can¬ 
not be related with that gravity and decency which become 
an hiltorian. 

On his acceflion to the throne, he would admit of no 
titles of honour; but, foon after his recovery, he afiumecl 
them all in one day, thqugh Auguftus had taken them fe- 
parately, and Tiberius had declined fome of them to the 
laft u . Thefe were probably the titles of Auguftus, empe¬ 
ror, high pontiff’, perpetual tribune. From feveral medals 
which have reached our times w , it appears, that he bore 
all thefe titles before his fecund confulate ; but that of fa¬ 
ther of his country he did not artuine till the third year 01 
his tribunitial power. To the above mentioned titles he 
added the following furnames, ftyling himfelf the molt 
pious, the fon of the camp, the father of the armies, the 
moft gracious, the moit mighty Csefar. This year Tibe¬ 
rius, the fon of Drufus, took the manly robe ; on which or- 
cafion Caius, after many protellations of kindnefs, and fin- 
cere affection, lirft adopted him, and afterwards declaicu 
him prince of the Roman youth. Thefe honours the un- 

* Suet iu Caiig. cap. jo. ‘ Dio, lib, lix p. 6+1. *Goltz,p< 3 *' 
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fortunate Tiberius enjoyed a very fhort time. Caius was 
riot athamed to put him to death a few days after he had 
folemnly declared, that his life was as deal to him as his 
own, and that he would ever cheriih him as his own 
child; 

He no fooner adopted him, than he commanded fome tri- and orders 
burns and centurions of his guards to acquaint the young t0 t ut 
prince, that he nulft, with his own hand, put an end to his jfeth/* 
life, on the fuppofition it was unlawful for any inferior per- 
fon to imbrue his hands in the blood of one of the imperial 
family. The innocent youth was (truck with furprize and 
amazement, when the officers denounced to him the em¬ 
peror’s orders. As he was of a mild temper, and had ever 
avoided affifting at executions, and even at the combats of 
gladiators, he prelenfed his thtoat firft to the officer who 
Hood next ro him, and then to all the reft, intreating them, 
with many tears, to execute the cruel order they had 
brought. As they all declined that office, purfuant to the 
"emperor’s orders, ftridfly forbidding them to be in any de¬ 
gree aiding and affifting to his death, the young prince at 
length drew his fword 5 but not knowing where to ftrike, 
he begged they would at leaft lliew him where the wound 
would prove mortal, and fooneft put an end to his life and 
mifery. So far they complied with his requeft ; and then 
the unfortunate youth (tabbed himfelf in their prefence x ; 

Caius, to palliate this firft a£t of cruelty, which was foon 
followed by many others, pretended, that liberius had, 
during his illnefs, wifhed him dead ; and that, through 
fear of being poifoned, he had taken an antidote, which 
when he difeovered, he cried out, “ What! an antidote 
againft Caefar!” But this pretended antidote was only a re¬ 
medy he had taken for a cough, "with which he had been 
long troubled. Thus he deftroyed the only prince, to 
whom thofe could apply, who might, in procefs ot time, 
he diflatisfied with his government. As for his uncle Clau¬ 
dius, he confidered him as a perfon utterly unfit for any 
office in the empire, or in private life, as he really was 
and therefore fpared him. .. a t an . 

Being, by the death of Tiberius, delivered from all re- ^ w 
ftraint and control, he gave a loofe to his furious paflions, p /f , 0 a n 
and commenced an open enemy to mankind, an inhuman m »f 
tyrant, or rather, as Suetonius ftyles him, an outrageous 

tnonfter. Soon after his recovery, he obliged all thofe who, 

during his malady, had devoted their lives for his, and pro¬ 
ofed to fight amongft the gladiators, to fulfil their pro- 

Dio, lib. fix- P- 6 *S> 

_ . mife- 

R h o 


* Suet, in Calig. cap. *}. 
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mife. Becaufe one was fomewhat backward in the accorti- 
plifhment of his vow, he caufed him to be adorned like a 
victim, and delivered to a company of rude and mercilefs 
boys, who, after abufing him in a moft cruel manner, 
dragged him through the ftreets, and at laft threw him 
dfnvn a precipice, and put an end to his life 

His grandmother Antonia, venerable for her age, and no 
lefs illuftrious for her quality (for {he was the daughter of 
Marc Antony, the niece of Auguftus, lifter-in-law of Ti¬ 
berius, and mother of Drufus), having undertaken to ad- 
monirti him, he relented that freedom to fuch a degree, 
that he reduced her to the neccflity of laying violent hands 
on hcrfelf; whether by an exprefs order, or only by the fu- 
percitious manner with which he treated her, we are not 
told. That illuftrious princefs having one day begged to 
fpeak with him in private, he refufed her that favour, and 
ordered Macro to be prefent the whole time Ihe continued 
with him. On another occafion, as (he offered to advife 
him, he immediately interrupted her in a violent rage, lji-l* 
ding her remember, that he could do what he pleafcd with 
whom he plcafed With thefe indignities and affronts, it is 
moft probable, he haftened her death. Some, indeed, have 
written, that he caufed her to be poifoned. He beftowed 
no honours upon her after her death, and, from one of 
the windows of his palace, beheld the funeral pomp quite, 
unconcerned. 

Yr. of Fi. Xhe next confuls were M. Aquilius Julianus and P. No- 
A*D 6 s nius -Afprenas, appointed by Tiberius, whofe promotion 
U." C. 7 8s! Cains did not think fit to alter. In the beginning of the 

_ year, the fenate and confuls bound themfelves, by a folenui 

oath, to obferve all the constitutions of Auguftus and Caius, 
without mentioning thsfe of Tiberius; and this omiflion 
paffed into a cuftom, which ever after prevailed. At the 
fame time vows were made for the fafety of Caius and his 
filters. Dio Caflius obferves, that, on the fame day, a Have 
named Macaon, placing himfelf upon the bed of Jupiter 
Capitolinus, foretold many dreadful calamities ; and, when 
he had done, killed firlt a fmall dog which he had brought 
with him, and then himfelf (G). 

■ y Suet, in Calig cap. 17. Dio, lib. lix. p. 645. 

(G) Suetonius tells us, that manded his guards to take force 
Caius, having advanced this of the dirt, and befmear with u 
year Flavius Vefpafianus to the the xdile’s embroidered robe, 
jedilelhip, and being angry with This difgrace fome interpreted 
him. for his remiffnefs in feeing as a prefage of Vefpafian’s ft*' 
the ftreets kept clean, which ture grandeur. 
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Dio Caffius and Suetonius give us affefting accounts of Various 
the cruelties practifed by this bloody idiot in the fecond inflances 
year of his reign. Among'the reft, they relate, that one Ca!us ' t 
day, finding there were no criminals condemned to fight crue ,Jf ' 
with the wild beads, according to the barbarous cuiloni 
which obtained at Rome, he commanded fuch of the peo¬ 
ple as were already come to behold the (hews, to be thrown 
to them, having firft ordered their tongues to be cut out, 
that they might not difturb, with their cries and complaints, 
his inhuman diverfion. Finding it very chargeable to main¬ 
tain the wild beads, which were kept for fuch entertain¬ 
ments, he often vifited the prifons in perfon ; and, order¬ 
ing all the prifoners to be ranged in a gallery before him, 
fentenced many of them to be thrown to the wild beads, 
without examining whether they were guilty or innocent. 

Once, in particular, as they ftood before him, he com¬ 
manded all to be taken away to feed his beafts, a calvo ad 
calvum, i. e, from fuch a bald head, whom he pointed out, 

40 another. Great numbers of old men, of infirm perfons, 
and of fuch as were reduced to poverty, met with the fame 
cruel fate, the inhuman tyrant pretending, that, by fuch 
unheard-of barbarities, he confulted the public welfare, 
fince he delivered the ftate from perfons who were only fo 
many burdens to the commonwealth (H), 


(H) A Roman knight, whom 
he had caufed to be thrown to 
the wild beads, crying out, 
that he was innocent, he order¬ 
ed him to be taken up, his 
tongue to be cut out, and then 
to be thrown in again. It was 
his conftant cuitom to oblige 
parents, though free trom all 
guilt, to affift at the execution 
of their children ; and often or¬ 
dered them to be aflaffinated the 
following night in their houles. 
To one of them, who pretend¬ 
ed ficknefs, and begged to be 
excufed, he fent his own lit¬ 
ter (t). Having caufed thefon 
of an illuftrious Roman knight, 
named Paftor, to be be dragged 
to prifon, becaufe he was re¬ 
markable for his comelinefs, 


and extraordinary feature, the 
unhappy father went immedi¬ 
ately to intercede for his child; 
but the cruel monfter, inilead 
of regarding bis tears and in¬ 
treaties, commanded the inno¬ 
cent youth to be executed with¬ 
out delay ; and, when the news 
of his death were brought, to 
infult nature itlelf, be invited 
the diftreffed parent to dine 
with him that day, and forced 
him, by threatening to treat in 
like manner his other Ion, if he 
betrayed any fymptoms of grief, 
to drink to excels, and, in the 
height of his affliftion, to fliew 
fuch outward iigns of joy, a? 
would have been, at any time, 
altogether unbecoming a perfon 
of lus rank and age (2). 


(1) Suet, in Calig- cap. *6/ * 7 - 
Ir a, lib. ii. cap. 33, 


Dio, p. 64-7* 


(*} Senec. de 
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Caninius lulus having, in a private converfation, advifed 
Caius, with great freedom, to alter his conduct, as he was 
withdrawing, “ That you may not flatter yourfelf, Cani¬ 
nius, with vain hopes (faid the emperor), I have already 
The eon- figned the warrant for your death.” At thefe words Cani- 
fiancy and nius, without fhewing the lead concern, turning about, 
“ I return you thanks (faid he), moil gracious prince, for 
us lulus!' this favour.” As the decrefe of the fenate, granting to con¬ 
demned perfons ten days refpite, was, in this indance, ob- 
ferved by Caius, the undaunted Caninius, during that inter¬ 
val, never betrayed the lead uneafinefs; infomuch that the 
centurion who came, when the ten days were expired, to 
fee the fentence put in execution, found him playing, with 
his ufual cahnnefs, at chefs. When the executioner ap¬ 
peared, he darted up with a chearful countenance, em¬ 
braced his friends, and, taking his leave of them, told 
them, that he fhould foon know whether the foul was im¬ 
mortal ; that, in the very article of his death, he would 
particularly remark in what manner it abandoned the body;, 
and, after his deceafe, return to acquaint his friends with 
the date of fouls after their feparation. He then offered 
his neck to the executioner with the intrepidity of a true 
hero z . 

Manets of The emperor, if fuch an inhuman madman deferves 
Cans* un that name, afiidcd in perfon at mod; executions ; fo great 
paralleled was the delight he took in butchery and bloodfhed; but 
smelty. always caufed the mouths of thofe, who differed in public, 
to be dopt, either with their cloaths, or a fponge, led 
they fhould upbraid him with his wickednefs *. He feldom 
differed them to be difpatched at once, that they might 
feel tkemfelves dying ; which was his ufual expreffion. 
While he was at table,,,he often caufed criminals, and 
fometimes innocent perfons, to be racked in his prefence, 
and their heads to be cut off by a foldier, who did it with 
great fkill and dexterity. Being once midaken in the name 
of a perfon, whom he ordered to be executed indead of an¬ 
other, when he underdood his error, “ It is no matter 
(faid he); he deferred it, as well as the other.” Five of 
the gladiators called retiarii, becaufe they ufed, in fight¬ 
ing, certain nets, having yielded to the like number of fe- 
eutores, who were their opponents, he commanded them 
to be flam ; but one of the five, {hatching up his arms, kill- 
pd all the conquerors. This a£Hon Caligula condemned as 
cruel, lamented it in public, and loaded all thofe with 
curfes who were fo brutal as to behold it. As he pretend* 

* Senec. de Ira, cap. 14. * Idem ibid, cap, 19. 

ed 
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ed to great fkill in fencing, a famous gladiator, with whom 
he often fought iri jeft, pretending, to be conquered, felt 
down at his feet, as the gladiators, who were overcome, 
ufed to do. His flattery coft him dear ; for Caius, taking 
advantage of his fall, ftabbed him with a dagger; then, 
with a branch of palm-tree, the fymbol of vi£tory, in his 
hand, he ran up-and-down triumphing, as if he had fairly 
overcome his antagonift. One night at fupper he burft 
fuddenly into a loud laughter, and the confuls, who fat 
near him, defiring, with great refpefit, to know the cauie 
of his mirth ; “ What makes me fo merry (faid he), is, that 
I can have both your throats cut with the leaft nod of my 
head.” A vi£tim being brought to the altar, and ready to 
be facrificed, he appeared unexpedtedly among the reft in 
the habit of a prieft, and, lifting up the axe, as if he de- 
figned to kill the victim, he knocked out the brains of the 
prieft who flood by him. Having demanded of one, who 
had been banifhed by Tiberius, and recalled by him, bow 
-bp employed himfelf in his exile, upon his anfwering, that 
he had conftantly prayed for the death of Tiberius, that he 
(Caius) might come to the empire, he immediately con¬ 
cluded, that thofe whom he had banifhed prayed likewife 
for his death ; and, upon that prefumption, difpatched 
officers to the iflands, with orders to put them all to the 


fword without mercy b . 

To thefe, and innumerable other a£ts of cruelty, related The death 
at length by Suetonius and Dio Caflius, the latter adds the 
death of Macro and bis wife, whom Caius, with the ut- 
mod ingratitude, caufed to be put to death. To Macro be 
was indebted for his life and empire, and had promifed him 
the government of Egypt, the higheft poft to which a 
knight could afpire; but, inftead of the promifed reward, 
he ordered both him and his wife, as fome hiltonans have 
written c , to difpatch themfelves with their own hands. 

With them were put to death all their children, and even 
their flaves ; fo that not one of the whole family was left 
alive. Macro, indeed, according to the character I actus 
gives us of him, deferred fo tragical an end; but not at 
Caius’s hands. The true caufe of lus death was, it Philo 
is to be credited, his ufing, with more liberty than the 
tyrant could endure, the authority which bis eminent fer- 
vices gave him ; but Caius charged him with other uimes, 
and pretended, that, unmindful of h.s condition he had 
even challenged an equal fhaie in the fovereig p 


b Suet, in Calig. cap. 30—34. 

* Idem ibid. p. 1001. Di°> P- 
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c Philo Legat. p. 1000. 
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The next perfon he facri6ced to his revenge was M. Sila. 
rius, whole daughter he had married in Tiberius’s reign, a 
man of a moil illuilrious defeent, and highly eftcemed, on 
account of his great experience in affairs, his prudence, and 
eminent probity. He took upon him to difapprove of 
Caius’s wild mtafures, and fugged a plan of conduct, by 
which he would have anfwered the expectation the public 
had entertained of him ; but the jealous prince, having a 
great opinion of his own abilities, and looking upon thofe 
as his enemies who did not approve of his meafures, re-: 
folved to feize the firtl opportunity to rid himfeif of fo 
troublefome a monitor One flay he fudderily refolved to 
divert himfeif on the fea. Manus, who could not endure 
the agitation of the (hip, begged to be exculed from attend- 
t*ig him. Tins lequell Cuius imputed to him as a great 
crime, pretending, that he remained afhore, with a defign 
to feizeon the empire, in cafe any misfortune had happen¬ 
ed to him; and, upon this groundlefs pretext, he oblrged 
him to cut his own throat with a razor'(I). The death of** 
Silanus was followed by that of many other perfops of great 
diftinction, whom he condemned, under pretence, that 
they had been accetlory to the death of his mother or bro¬ 
thers, though his real motive was to feiv.e on their ellates ; 
for he had already fquandered away great part of the im- 
menfe treafure left him by Tiberius. 

® Dio, 646. Suer, in Caiig. cap. 

(I) J»H us Grxcinus, father have me to accept a favour of 
of the famous .*> gricola, had, one, with whom I (hould not 
fome time before, been ordered c.retoeat?” Rubellius, who 
by C aius n» accrue Silanus, and had been conful, but was a man 
put to death for declining that of the fame damp with Perfi- 
jnfamous office Grsecinus was cus, fent him a larger fum than 
a fenatoi, no lefs famous for his the other j which he likewife 
eloquence than bis probity. Se- rejected : but, Rubellius prefT- 
neca often mentions him, and ing him, he begged to be ex- 
tells us, that, not being able cufed, fining, “ Neither have 
ta defray the expences of the I accepted any thing of Ptrli- 
pulilic ffiews, which he was cus.” The fame writer tells 
obliged to exhibit, in virtue of us elfewhere, that he vvas mur- 
Jris office, Fabius Perficus, a dered by Caius’s orders, be- 
man of great wealth, but of an caui'e he vvas a better man than 
indifferent chatadfer, lent him was expedient for any one to 
9 very confideriible fum ; which be under a tyrant. Be wrote a 
be refufed,unfweringhis friends, hook upon agriculture, which 
who objefted to his unfeafon- is quoted by Columella. 

Sble gecerofity ; “ Would you 

This 
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^.Tbisyear, about the month of July, died his filter Dru- 
filla. She had been given by Tiberius, five yeai s before, to 
I.i. Caifius Longinus, and taken from him foon after by 
Caius, who lived publicly with her, as if fire had been his 
own wife, and had, during his fieknefs, appointed her to 
fucceed him in the empire f (K). 

Caius had continued a widower ever fince the death of Ju- 
nia, the daughter of Silanus. ButC. Calpnrnius Pifo marry¬ 
ing Livia Oreltilla, and inviting the emperor to his wedding, 
when the folemnity was over, he commanded the bride to 
be carried to his own palace, and there married tier ; but 
divorced her a few days after, and in the tarn of two years, 
or two months, as feme aflert, banithed both her and Pifo, 
under pretence that they had lived together s. Not long 
after, he married Lollia Paulina, the grand-dauglner of M. 
Lollius, whom Auguitus had appointed governor of Caius 
Caefar, when he lent him into the Eall. Lollia was aheady 
married to C. Mernmius Regulus, governor of Macedon 
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f Suet, cap, 14. S Suet, cap.:; Dio, p. 646, 64*. 


(K) He had maintained with 
her, as well as with his other 
fillers, if Suetonius is to be cre¬ 
dited, a criminal converfation 
even before (he was married. 
She was immediately ranked 
among!! the gods, and thence- 
iorth fly led the goddefs Dru- 
filia ; which impious title the 
proftitute bears on foine Greek, 
medals, which have reached our 
times. A fenator, named Li- 
vius Geminus, declared in full 
fenate upon his oath, that he 
faw her carried up to heaven. 
Seneca rallies him with a good 
deal of humour upon this vi- 
fion ; butneverthelefs chofe ra¬ 
ther to adore the divinity of 
Drufilla than incur the difplea- 
i'ure of the prince. The em¬ 
peror’s paffion for his lifter ap¬ 
peared no lefs toolifti after her 
death, than it had been infa¬ 
mous during her life. He im¬ 
mediately left Rome, and after 
having wandered fome time up 


and down Campania, he pafled 
over into Sicily, where lie ex¬ 
hibited moft magnificent (hews, 
and repaired, at a vatt charge, 
the walls of Syracufe, and ibrne 
temples that were decayed with 
age. He ridiculed many things, 
which were looked upon by the 
Sicilians as miracles; but was 
fo terrified with the fmoke and 
noife of Mount /Etna, that he 
fled from Medina in the night, 
being atraid to wait till day ap¬ 
peared. Upon his return to 
Rome, he purfued the courfe of 
hiscruelties with mote barbarity 
than ever. If any one betrayed 
joy, it was on account of the 
death of Drufilla; ifforrow, it 
was on account of the divine 
honours that were paid her; 
and both were crimes sgainft the 
(late, and puniflied with death : 
infomuch that they were all at 
a lofs how to comport them- 
felves, it being alike dangerous 
to mourn, and' to rejoice (1). 


(1) Senec. ad Folyb. cap. 36. Suet. cap. a+. 


and 
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and Achaia; but Caius having heard in a private converfa- 
tion, that her grandmother had been famous for her beauty, 
he immediately, forced her from her bufband, and married 
her; but in a fhort time not only put her away, but threat¬ 
ened her with death, if {he either returned to her former 
htffband, or wedded any other man. 

The bloody monfter, finding that no perfon prefumed to 
oppofe his will, notwithftanding the many murders he daily 
committed, began to look upon himfelf as raifed above the 
condition of a mortal man. To confirm him in this childifh 
opinion, he is faid to have ufed the following ridiculous 
argument: as thofe to whofe care fheep, oxen, and other 
cattle, are committed, are themfelves neither fheep nor 
oxen, but of a nature infinitely fuperior to the condition 
of thofe animals ; fo thofe who are exalted above all men 
and creatures in the world, ought not to be regarded as 
men, but reverenced like gods h . He firft betrayed this ex¬ 
travagant notion at an entertainment with fome foreign 
kings, who came to pay him homage. As a difpute arof^« 
amongft thofe princes about the nobility of their extradfion, 
Caius, ftarting up, repeated a verfe of Homer in the per¬ 
fon of Ulyffes : “ Be there one king alone, one lord, be¬ 
low and was for affuming immediately the diadem, and 
changing the government into a monarchy. Being told, 
that he was already above all the kings and monarchs of the 
earth, he from that time challenged the honours paid to 
the demigods, fuch as Hercules, Bacchus, and Typhon, af¬ 
fuming the drefs in which they were reprefented, and ap¬ 
pearing fometimes with a lion’s (kin about his fhoulders, 
and a club in his hand, to perfonate Hercules ; fometimes 
with wings at his feet, and a caduceus in his hand, like 
Mercury. However, he foon thought it beneath him to be 
honoured only as a demigod, and claimed the worfhip paid 
to Apollo, Mars, and even Jupiter : he caufed the heads to 
be taken off their ftatues, and his own to be fubftituted in 
their room. He often placed himfelf in the temple of 
Caftor and Pollux, between the ftatues of thofe brothers, to 
be adored by all who came to offer their vows to them : he 
enlarged his palace, and brought one wing of it clofe to 
the temple of thofe two fabulous deities, which he altered 
to the form of a portico, that the gods themfelves, as he 
ufed to fay, might ferve him in quality of porters; and 
frequently changed his godhead, being one day a male 
deity, and another a female ; fometimes Jupiter, at other 


* Philo, Chron. p. iooa. 
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times Mars; fometimes Neptune or Apollo, and fometlmes 
Venus. 

That he might be efteemed a true Jupiter, he had inven- Hiimfielj. 
tions to imitate thunder and lightning ; and, when the 
thunder was fuppofed to fail, he ufed to throw a (tone 
againft heaven with the impious defiance in Homer, Do 
thou take me from hence, or I'll take thee.” He often 
went to the temple of Jupiter Capitolinus, and, placing 
himfclf by his ftatue, fume rime-, whilpered, then laid his 
ear clofe to it, as it were to receive an anfwer. Sometimes 
he feemed to be very angry with Jupiter, and was once 
heard to tell him in a threatening ftyic, that “ he would 
fend him back into Greece (L).” At length being over¬ 
come by the importunity of the gods, as he fooliflily de¬ 
clared, who delired his company, he joined his palace to 
the Capitol by an arch built over the temple of Auguftus; 
and fome time after, that he might be yet neartr, be laid 
the foundations of a new houfc in the court of the Capi¬ 
tol *• 

I Suet, cap, *1, & 51. Dio, p. 660, 661, Philo, p. 1003. 


(L) DioCaffius tells us, that 
a Gaul, feeixg him one day fit¬ 
ting on a throne in the figure of 
Jupiter, could not help burfiing 
into a loud laugh; which Caius 
hearing, alked him, “ What 
do you take me for ? ” “ For a 
great fool,” frankly anfwered 
the Gaul. 1 his affront, which 
would have coll a fenator or 
knight his life, Caius pardoned, 
thinking it perhaps below him 
to exert his vengeance on fo 
contemptible a perfon ; for he 
was by profeffioa a fhoemaker. 
He caufed all the temples of 
Greece to be dripped of their 
lhitues, pictures, and other or¬ 
naments, which he conveyed 
to Rome, crowding with them 
his own temple, his palace, his 
villas, and his gardens (1). He 
ordered the famous flatue of 
Jupiter Olympius, done by Phi¬ 
dias, ahd held in great venera¬ 
tion by the Greeks, to be tran- 


fported to Rome. We are told, 
that the fhip which was build¬ 
ing for that purpofe, was burnt 
by lightning ; and that as often 
as the workmen attempted to re¬ 
move the ftatue, a great noife was 
heard, like that of perl'ons de¬ 
riding their attempt. Memmius 
Regulus, governor of Greece, 
who was charged to fee the cele¬ 
brated ftatue conveyed to Rome, 
wrhte to Caius, acquainting 
him, that he could not obey his 
' commands on account of fome 
extraordinary prodigies, and be- 
catife the workmen allured him, 
that if once removed, it would 
fall to pieces. Hereupon, in 
the tranlport of his rage, he 
abufed and threatened Jupiter 
for daring to oppofe his fove- 
reign will, and would have put 
Memmius to death, had he not 
been firft put to death him- 
felf (2). 


{1) Phil. Leg. 1004, Jof.Ant.lib.xix.cap. s. 


(*) Dio, p. 66j. 
Finally, 
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Finally, his pride, folly, and impiety, carried him fo far, 
that he built a temple for himfelf, at a vaft charge, and 
dedicated to his own divinity, placing in it his ftatue in 
gold, executed to the life, and every day cloathed in the 
fame robes which he himfelf wore. He likewife inftituted 
pripfts and pricileffes to officiate in his new temple, the 
greateft and richeft men in Rome, fo great was their de¬ 
generacy at this time, purchafing the infamous priefthood 
with vail fums; for Caius fold it at fuch an extravagant 
price, that his uncle Claudius not being able to difcharge 
the debt, amounting to eight millions of feflerces, which 
he contra died on that occafion, was obliged to furrender 
all his effects to his creditors, who publicly fold them by 
auction k . The facrifices which his pricfls daily offered, 
were peacocks, pheafants, Numidian hens, &c. He be¬ 
came at laft priell to himfelf, and admitted to the fame dig¬ 
nity his wife Cad'onia, whom he married the year follow¬ 
ing ; and alfo his horfe, the moft proper prieft for fuch 
a deity *. Befides the temple which he built to himfelf. 
in his palace, the fenate decreed him another, which was 
begun and executed accordingly ®. 

In the following year Caius refumed the fafees, having 
for his colleague Lucius Apronius Csefianus; but held them 
only thirty days n . When he entered upon his confulihip, 
and alfo when he refigned it, he took the ufual oaths, like 
a private citizen; but while he thus affefted popularity, he 
filled the city with blood and {laughter, caufing thofe very 
perfons who had been imprifoned by Tiberius, and by him- 
fdf let at liberty, to be dragged to prifon again, and exe¬ 
cuted for the pretended crimes with which they had been 
charged in the former reign. The people not alibiing at 
the Ihews, which he exhibited almoft every day, with the 
’ eagernefs he expected, he commanded the public granaries 
to be ffiut up, with a defign fo ftarve them, and neglected 
no opportunities that offered to injure them. Once, in par¬ 
ticular, he caufcd them all to be driven by his guards out 
of the circus; on which occafion great numbers of the 
common people were crulhed to death in the throng, and 
above twenty knights, and as many women of dillinftion, 
loft their lives. At another time, becaufe they did not de¬ 
clare for the gladiators, whom he favoured, he caufed the 
awning, which covered the amphitheatre, to be taken down; 
and having thus expofed them to the fcorching heat of the 

k Suet, in Claud, cap. 9. 1 Senec. de Fra, lib. iv. cap. **• 

Dio, in Excerpt. Val. p. 673. a Dio, p. 649. Suet, cap. > 7 - 

Tacit. Ann. lib. vi, cap. -4. 


fun, 
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fun, he threatened with inftant death fuch as (liould offer 
to retire The acclamations of the people in the theatre 
difpleafing him, he uttered the inhuman wifli, that the 
whole Roman people had but one neck, that he might dis¬ 
patch them all at a blow (M). 

Hiflorians, among!! the tranfa&ions of this year, fake 
notice of the foolifh regard he paid to one of his horfes, 
named Incitatus, whom he often invited to his table, fed 
with gilt oats, and ptefented with the molt delicious wines 
in cups of gold. His liable was compofed of marble, his 
manger of ivory, his collar of pearls, and his covering of 
rich purple. He appointed him a great number of attend¬ 
ants, and fupplied him with furniture no lefs magnificent 
than his own, that he might receive and entertain in a man¬ 
ner fuitable to lvis rank fuch as came to wait upon him ; 
for he was a member of the college of Caius’s priefls, and 
colleague to Claudius, to Ctefonia, and to the chief nobi¬ 
lity of Rome : the emperor defigned to raife him to the 
. confulfhip, and would have honoured him, as was generally 
believed, with that dignity, if he had lived longer p. 

Caius had hitherto difapproved of Tiberius’s conduft, and 
feemed to be greatly delighted with the inve&ives that were 
uttered again!! him. But this year, in the fenate, he told 
the fathers, that he, who was emperor, might well cenfure 
the meafures of his predeceffor; but that it feemed very 
ft range to him, that they fhould prefume to find fault with 
one who had governed them as their lord and fovereign. 
“ You inveigh againlt him (faid he) as a tyrant, for having 
put many worthy citizens to death, without reflecting that 
yourfelves are involved in the fame guilt, fince he caufed 


• Suet. cap. a6. f E 

(M) He often wilhed for fome 
great calamity; and envied Au- 
gulfus the happinefsof an army 
maflacred, and Tiberius the dif- 
aiter at Fidense, where fifty 
thoufand perfons were maimed, 
or perilhed, by the fall of an 
amphitheatre. Declaring him- 
felf an enemy to his people, he 
often made ufe of the expreffion 
of the old tragedian; “ Oderint 
dum metuant; Let them hate 
me as much as they pleaie, lo 
they fear me.” The people, 
cotiiiuering him no longer as 
(j) Dio, p .«5 


io, p. 650. Suet. cap. 55. 

their lawful fovereign, but as 
an implacable tyrant, one day, 
to be revenged on him, rifing 
up, they abandoned the Ihews, 
which he was exhibiting at 
an immenfe charge; an af¬ 
front which piqued him to fuch 
a degree, that he immediately 
left Rome, and retired to Cam¬ 
pania, whence he did not re¬ 
turn to the city till the feafl ot 
his filler Drufilla, which he fo- 
lemuized with extraordinary 
magnificence (1). 

,, Suet. cap. 30. 


His fteeck 
to the je- 
nate. 
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none to be executed, who had not been firft convi&ed by 
your evidence, and condemned by your decrees. Since 
you honoured him fo much during his life, it ill becomes 
you thus to infult his memory after his death. Your con¬ 
duit fhews me what I may expeit from you when I am 
gOine.” Having faid many things to this purpofe, he up¬ 
braided the whole fenate as the creatures and dependents 
of Sejanus, as the betrayers of his mother and brothers, as 
a herd of mean fpirited flaves and flatterers; and concluded 
with introducing Tiberius, addrefling him in the following 
terms : “ You have faid nothing, O Caius, but what I have 
by long experience found to be true : defpife them there¬ 
fore as unworthy of your efteem and affeilion, and ufe them 
with all the feverity they delefve. They all hate you in 
their hearts, wifli for your death, and will affhflinate you, 
if they can with impunity. Lay afide therefore all hopes of 
gaining their affe&ions, defpife their impotent rage, and 
employ all your Thoughts on your own fafety : whatever 
tnoft conduces to that, is mod juit and equitable. By theft# 
means you will have nothing to fear, you will enjoy your 
pleafuresin fafety, arid at the fame time be honoured by them; 
for they have not the courage to oppofe you. If you ftudy 
to gain their afl'eftions, you may perhaps acquire an empty 
reputation, which will die with you ; but muft refign your 
power, which will offer them an opportunity of attempting 
your life, and deftroying you ; for the yoke of fovereignty 
is ever grievous; a prince is honoured fo long as he is dread¬ 
ed ; when he is not feared, he is defpifed ; and woe to 
that prince whofe fubjedts are more powerful than him- 
felf 1.” 

Revives Caius, having thus fpoken, revived the law of treafon, 
th" law of and, withdrawing from the fenate, retired into the country. 
majefiy. The fenators, alarmed by fuch an unexpected fpeech, and 
in the utmoft confirmation on account of the dangers that 
threatened them (for who had not exclaimed again!!: Tibe¬ 
rius?) were not capable of coming to any refolution that 
day; but the following, long fpeeches were made in com¬ 
mendation of fo merciful, fo gracious a prince, who, after 
fuch juft and well-deferved reproaches, had been fo generous 
Thejlavijh a s not to exert his vengeance : they decreed, that the day on 
fpintofthe w ]-,j c h h e made this memorable fpeech, - fhould be yearly 
jena e. f 0 lemnized with vidtims and facrifices as a feftival; and 
heaped innumerable other honours upon a prince who had 
given fuch uncommon inftanccs of clemency and good-na¬ 
ture. One would think, that fuch adulation muft have pafl- 


1 Dio, p. 6js. Suet, lib, iv. cap. 30. 
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ed for fatire and mockery : but vanity is a credulous paf- 
fion; Caius was highly pleafed with fueh honours and 
praifes; but nevcrthclefs put afterwards many of thole to 
death, who had fpoken ill of Tiberius, though he hated all 
who fpoke well of that emperor '. 

This year is alfo remarkable for the famous work which 
Caius undertook at Putcoli: it is difficult to determine v. hich 
w as greater, the folly or the extravagance of the attempt. To 
fliew his power and greatnefs, and that he was able to walk 
upon the fea as well as the land, he caufcd an infinite num¬ 
ber of fliips to he affemblcd in all parts, and a great many 
new veffels to be built, which were all brought into the 
hay of Cain; and Puteoli in Campania. There from the 
point of Bake to the oppolite fliore of Puteoli they were 
placed in two rows in the form of a crefcent, being fatten¬ 
ed and moored together with anchors, chains, and cables. 
So many (hips were employed in this romantic undertaking, 
that, none being left to convey coin to Fxome, the city was 
greatly diftreffed by famine, which continued to the reign 
of Claudius”, and, to the great fatisfadlion of the tyrant, 
fwept off daily great numbers of the people. Seneca tells 
us that, when Caius was killed, there was not fuflkient 
corn in the public granaries to maintain the people eight 
days longer'. When the {hips were well lecured, vaft 
quantities of large planks and boards were laid over them, 
and covered with earth. Then to make this ftupendous work 
the more magnificent and furprifing, he fent for an infinite 
number of artificers and workmen* who, at an immerue 
charge, and with incredible expedition, Caius punifliing 
the lead remiffnefs with inflant death, built houfes, and 
convenient inns, on the bridge, for the reception of the em¬ 
peror, and his numerous retinue,. Into tbefe public build- 
mgs was conveyed freflr water in pipes from the land, Caius 
delighting in fueh things only as to others teemed impof- 
fible When this work was completed, Cams repaired to 
it with all the great lords of Rome, attended by crowds of 
people, who flocked from eveiy cjuaiter to behold the parade. 
Upon his arrival at Bate, he offered folemn facr.fices to the 
gods, efpecially to Envy, left the other deities fhould be 
touched with jealoufy in feeing their glory cchpfed 

Then, proudly adorned with magnificent robes of go d, 
and armed with^he breaft-platc of Alexander the Great 
having a civic crown on his head accompamed wuh the 
great officers of his army, and all the nobility of Rome, he 
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mounted on horfeback, and entering upon the bridge: it 
Baise, rode in triumph to Puteoli. There he pafled the re¬ 
maining part of the day, and the following night, when, 
with an infinite number of torches, lanthcrns, and other 
lights, placed in different parts of the work, the fea, the 
neighbouring mountains, and the (bore, were illuminated 
to a vaft dittance, Caligula boafting, that he had turned 
the night into day, as well as the fea into land. Next day 
he appeared in the habit peculiar to the charioteers in the 
circus, and in a carriage drawn by two fine horfes, at¬ 
tended by young Darius, the Parthian hoftage, a fquadron 
of his guards, in bright armour, and a great train of his 
friends, magnificently attired, he fet out on his return to 
Baia:. He halted, however, about the middle of the bridge; 
and there afeending a magnificent throne, made a folemn 
oration in praife of his own exploit in riding fo many miles 
upon the fea, and of the pains and care taken by his fol- 
diers and workmen, among whom he diftributed large re¬ 
wards. He fpent all the day, and the next night, in thj*» 
place, revelling and banqueting with his friends. When 
he began to be heated with wine, that he might perform 
fome memorable a&ion before he left his bridge, he fud- 
denly caufed great numbers of people to be thrown into the 
fea, without diftiudion of friend or foe, noble or ignoble ; 
and, when they attempted to climb up into the veffels, he 
ordered them to he thruft off; fo that many perilhed, 
though the far greater part faved themfelves by fwimming, 
though intoxicated, the fea proving extremely calm and 
fmooth the whole time, a circumftance which Caius ridi- 
culoufly aferibed to the refped Neptune had for him as a 
more powerful deity " (N). 

Caius having by this and many other extravagancies ex- 
haufted his exchequer, was guilty of all manner of rapine, 

' and invented fuch penalties, confifcations, and impofts, as 
had never been heard of before. He would not allow any 
one to be legally a citizen of Rome whofe grant ran in the 
following terms, “ To him and his pofterityunlefs he 
•was the fon of him who obtained the grant; pretending, 

« Dio, p. 655. Suet. lib. iv. cap. 19, 37. Jofeph- Antiq. lib. xviii. 
cap. 6. & lib. xix. cap. 1 . Senec. Brev. Vit. cap. it. 

{N) After this Caius returned felf. Upon his departure, the 
to Rome, and entered the city bridge, as Dio Camus feems to 
in triumph, for having over- infinuate (1), was immediately 
come, as he buailed, nature it- broken down, 

(1) Dis, p. 653. 
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that the word pojlcrity did not extend beyond that degree ; 
fo that mod of the Roman citizens were again obliged to 
purchafe their freedom. He declared void and of no efleft 
the wills of all from the beginning of Tiberius’s reign, who 
had not named either that prince or himfelf amongft their 
heirs. In confequence of this declaration feveral perfons 
named him in their wills amongit their friends and chil¬ 
dren, which he knowing, caui'ed them, under various pre¬ 
tences, to be put to death, that he might receive his fharc 
the fooner : he was even heard to fay, that it was a grear 
prcfumption in them to live and keep him out of his inhe¬ 
ritance. No commodities whatever, not even the necef- 
faries of life, were exempt from taxation. For all actions 
at law, in what place foever commenced, he exafted the 
fortieth part of the fubject in controverfy, and laid heavy 
fines on fuch as were convifted either of compounding or 
dropping the fuit. He drafted a law, enjoining all arti¬ 
ficers, labourers, porters, and carriers, to pay into the ex¬ 
chequer the eighth part of their daily gains. Every prolli- 
tute was obliged to give a certain portion of what tire earn¬ 
ed ; he was not affiamed to turn his own palace into a bro- 
thel-houfc, maintaining there great numbers of prollitutes, 
and fending his officers to invite people of ail ranks to his 
diverfions (O). 'j’hg 


(O) He received the money 
himfelf of fuch as came, and 
ordered his officerstoentertheir 
names in his books as perfons 
well affefted toCsefar. Helike- 
wife encouraged gaining-houfes, 
frequenting them himfelf; and 
at lall he appointed an apart¬ 
ment in his own palace for 
gameflers, and there ipeut great 
part of his time. We are told, 
that one day obferving two Ro¬ 
man knights of great ellates ac¬ 
cidentally palling by, he imme¬ 
diately went down, caufedboth 
to be apprehended, and their 
ellates to be confifcated; and 
then, returning with joy to his 
game, boafted that he had ne¬ 
ver had a better throw. An¬ 
other time, wanting money for 
his flake, he went down and 
caufed feveral noblemen to be 
pur to death ; then returning, 
Voi,. XII. 


told the company, that while 
they far playing lor fmall luins, 
he had won lix hundred thou- 
fand felterces. He ufed tre- 
qucnrly to expofe to lale the ef- 
tefts of the condemned perfons, 
and oblige the rich citizens to 
buy them at the price he was 
pleafed to fet upon them ; which 
was fo high, that many noble 
families were by thcle means 
reduced to poverty. He forced 
a wealthy citizen, named Apol¬ 
lonius Saturninus, to pay nine 
millions of feilerees tor thirteen 
gladiators, whom he expofed to 
lale with all the furniture of the 
amphitheatre. A daughter be¬ 
ing born to him about this time, 
he complained publicly ot his 
poverty, not only as an empe¬ 
ror, but as a lather; but ap¬ 
plied to his own ufe all .the pre- 
fent; and contributions made by 
C c tl ‘ e 
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The law of majefty, which he revived, proved ail itiex* 
haultible fund for increafing his revenues. Dio Caflius 
enumerates many citizens who fuffered death for their 
wealth ; and tells us, that Junius Prifcus, prtetor, who had 
been condemned and executed under pretext of fome other 
crime, being found, after his death, poflefl'ed but of a fmall 
eftate, the emperor cried out, “ I have been impofed upon ; 
Junius was not guilty (P)Lucius Vitellius, governor of 


the people for the education 
and portion of the child (i). 

(P) Dio Caflius tells us in 
this place how Domitius Ater 
eleaped condemnation. He had 
been under Tiberius a 7.ealous 
accufer, and afted that part 
againtl Claudia Pulchra. It 
was not, however, this that pro¬ 
voked Cams againft him, but 
his being efteemed the mod elo¬ 
quent orator of his age, which 
glory Caius thought due tohim- 
felf : and therefore refolved to 
rid hiinfelf of the only perfon 
who difputed it with him. Do¬ 
mitius eredted this year a ftatue 
to the emperor, with an inferip- 
tion, importing, that he was 
conful the fecond time in the 
twenty-feventh year of his age. 
This expreflion he meant as a 
compliment; but Caius, who 
wanted to deftroy him, pretend¬ 
ed, that he thereby reproached 
him with his j'outh, and a vio¬ 
lation of the laws forbidding 
any one to be railed to the con- 
fular dignity at that age. He 
therefore took upon himfelt to 
accufe him, and delivered in 
the fenate a long fpeech, which 
he had compofed againft him. 
Domitius, inflead of anfwering 
it, extolled the eloquence of 
the fpeaker, admired the pro¬ 
priety of his expreflions, re¬ 
peated the rnoft remarkable paf- 

(1) Sueton; cap. 38—43. Dio, p 
(3) Philo in FUcc. p. 990, 991. 


Syria, 

fages, giving them their due 
weight, and pointing out their 
beauties. When he was order¬ 
ed to make his defence, inliead 
of anfwering the emperor’s ora¬ 
tion, he threw himfelt" at his 
feet, acknowleged him for his 
mailer in eloquence, and de¬ 
clared, that he delpifed lile 
arter he was thus bereaved of the 
glory on which he piqued him^ 
felf, of being efteemed the beft 
orator of his age. Caius was fo 
well pleafed with this pretended 
fubmiflion, that he not only 
forgave him, bur raifed him that 
year to the confulate (2). Philo 
places in this year the maflacre 
of the exiles, and tells us, that 
Caius, not being able one night 
to take any reft, being haunted, 
as it frequently happened, with 
inward horrors, began to think 
that the banifhed perfons were 
too happy, that they lived in 
eafe and tranquility, and want¬ 
ed neither the neceflaries nor 
conveniences of life : conclud¬ 
ing with himfelf, that it was 
not reafonable criminals fhould 
enjoy any happinefs, as foon as 
day appeared, he made a lift of 
the moftetninenr perfons among 
them, and difpatched officers 
with orders to put them all to 
death (3). Eufebius fixes this 
horrid execution in the laftj ear 
of Caius’s reign (4); but Philo 

630. (») Dio, p. 644,645) 

(4} Eufeb. in Citron. 

places 
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Syria, had acquired prodigious wealth in that province ; 
and befides his great power, and the reputation he had gain¬ 
ed amonglt the foldiery, gave Cuius no 1‘mall uneafinefs, who 
thereupon recalled him, with a delign to put him to death, 
under pretence thatthrough his negligence the Parthians had 
driven Tiridates from the kingdom of Armenia, which had 
been bellowed on him by Tiberius. Viteilius was a man of 
fuperior talents and qualitications, had eminently dillinguifh- 
ed himfelfin the army, and in the government of provinces^ 
fays Tacitus ", exerciled the integrity of a primitive Ro¬ 
man : but his dre.nl of Caligula changed him into a con¬ 
temptible Have ; and he is tnnfmitted to poftcrity as a pat¬ 
tern of the molt infamous flattery. The n. rl tune Cuius 
deigned to admit him to his prefence, he appeared before 
him in humble attire, approaching him as a deity, his head 
veiled, turning himfeif round, and then railing prostrate *. 
C.tius was fo pleated with this unexpedted behaviour, that 
lie not only pardoned him, but henceforth numbered him 
amongft his moll intimate friends; for he was the firltwho 
introduced amotigll the Romans the Parthian cultom of ap¬ 
proaching the emperors i. Whe fhall have occafton to re¬ 
late, in the courfe of this hidory, other initances of his 
flavilh fpirit and fetvile fubniillion ( Q__). 

w Tacit. Ann, lib. vi. cap. 32. * Suet, in Vit. cap. 2. r Dio, 

p. 661. Philo Lcgat. p. 1008. Suet. ibid. 


places it before the difgrace of 
Lepidus, which happened this 
year(5). 

( OL) We are told that Se¬ 
neca was about this time in im¬ 
minent danger of lofing his lire, 
for having pleaded a caufe in 
the fenate with great eloquence, 
and univerfal applaufe. This 
Caius, who was prelent, and 
pretended to be the belt orator 
of his age, could not bear, and 
would therefore have dilpatched 
him, had he not been allured 
by one of his courtefans, that 
Seneca was infefted with a dil- 
temper, which would loon cor¬ 
rupt his body and put an end to 
his life (6). Caius defpiled the 


eloquence of Seneca, though 
then in great elleetn, calling his 
writings land without lime. 
Cat as himfeif was no contempti¬ 
ble orator, had a great fluency 
ancf command of words, and 
fuch a clear voice and diflindt 
pronunciation, that he was 
neard at a great distance. He 
often pleaded in the fenate for 
or againlt fuch perfons ot dif- 
tindlton as were acculed, not 
being governed by friendlhipor 
enmity, but by thefubjedt; for 
he wa» ready to accufe a friend 
or defend an enemy, according 
as he thought the lubjedt moll 
proper to difplay his eloquence. 
When he declaimed, he con- 


3»7 

Drfigns to 
defiroy Lu¬ 
cius Vitel- ' 
Itus,gover¬ 
nor of Sy¬ 
ria { 


It'/iofor . 
frits his re¬ 
putation to 
lave his 
life. 


(5) Idem ibid. 


( 6 ) Dio, p. 665. 
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The laft of Auguft, being his birth-day, the confuls for-* 
got to order the people to obferve it as a feftivai; a negle£fc 
which incenfed Caius to fuch a degree, that on the fecond 
of September he dcpofed .them, and caufed their rods to be 
broken. This proved fuch a fevere mortification, that one 
of }:hem laid violent hands upon himfelf. The pretence 
which Caius took for thus ftripping them ignominioufly of 
their dignity, was their obferving the fecond of September, 
the anniversary of the battle of Adtium, as a feftivai. This 
indeed was cuftomary ;’but the emperor, who was defcended 
from Auguftus by his mother Agrippina, and from Antony 
by his grandmother Antonia, previoufly informed his friends, 
that the confuls could not avoid giving him on that day a 
favourable opportunity to revenge the late affront, either 
by omitting to celebrate the victory of Auguftus, or by fo- 
lemnizing the defeat of Antony*. Accordingly, the con¬ 
fuls having celebrated, with the ufual ceremonies, the an- 
niverfary of the Aftiac vi£torv, they were the fame day de- 
pofed by Caius’s order, who alleged, that they had folenv, 
nized not fo much the victory of Auguftus, as the defeat 
of his great-grandfather Antony. The city was then three 
days without confuls, that is, the third, fourth, and fifth of 
September 6 ; but on the fixth Domitius Afer, and another, 
whofe name has not been tranfmitted to us, were nominat¬ 
ed to that dignity. Caius prohibited the vi&ories gained 
by Auguftus in Sicily and at A£iium to be folemnized for 
the future, faying, that they had proved tragical and cala¬ 
mitous to the Roman people; though at the fame time he 
declared, that his mother Agrippina was not the daughter 
of Agrippa, but of Auguftus, by his own daughter Julia. 
Thus he chofe rather to afperfe the memory of his great¬ 
grandfather, and owe his r birth to an abominable inceft, 
than derive his pedigree from Agrippa, who was not of an 
illuftrious defcent c . 

Towards tht end of the year, Caius undertook an expe¬ 
dition into Gaul, under colour of oppofing the Germans, 
who were faid to have committed fome hoftilicies; but his 
real motive was, to plunder that wealthy province and 


* Dio, p. 655. *> Suet. cap. 

ftantly invited, by a public pro¬ 
clamation, the knights, who 
never failed to applaud him : 
indeed he deferved their ap- 
plaufe; for though he flighted 


16, c Idem ibid, cap, *3. 

the other liberal arts, he Audit'd 
eloquence with great applica¬ 
tion and generally fpoke very 
pertinently (7). 


(7)Suet, cap 53. 
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^drained e * trava g ant trib '»« and taxes, 

quite drained Italy He never imparted this ddiem till 

*“?£ T da , y , t0 M r a " ia > at a f ™ll diftance from Rome’ 
to fee the celebrated river and foreft at PI it,,™.,, i ’ 

advifed to complete the number of the Batavians, who 
then his guards. Upon this hint he refolved to make war 
on the Germans, and without farther deliberation ordered 
a great number of legions and auxiliaries to be drawn to¬ 
gether, new levies to be made with great diligence and a 
prodigious quant,ty of provifions to be got ready. His or 

ders being executed with furprifing expedition, he imme¬ 
diately began his march, moving fometimes fo rapidly, tTiat 

r° bliged t0 have ^irltandard 
brought after them on their fumpter-horfes ; a, other times 

fo /lowly, that he feemed to walk only for his amufement. 
He was earned the greateft part of the wav in a Inter on 
eight men s/houlders, having difpatched meiTenPers, com- 
„ manding the neighbouring cities to have their roads well 
Iwept and watered, that he might not be troubled with dull:. 
He was attended in this mock expedition by Herod king of 
Batanea and Trachonitis, and by Antiocbus king of Coma- 
gene, and followed by a train of gladiators, comedians, buf¬ 
foons, and loofe women, with whom he fpent his whole 
time b . 

When he arrived at the place where the legions were en¬ 
camped that guarded the banks of the Rhine, he reviewed 
his forces, which amounted to two hundred or two hun¬ 
dred and fifty thoufand men. To acquire the reputation of 
a rigid obferver of military difeipline, he difmiflcd, with 
ignominy and difgrace, feveral old officers, pretending that 
they were unfit for the fervice, but in reality to exempt 
himfelf from the obligation of paying them the rewards due 
to veterans c . He palled the Rhine; but after advancing a 
few- miles into, the country, he returned without having 
killed, or even feen, a fingle enemy ; though ir might have 
been expedited from his preparations, that he would have 
foon over-run the whole country. Tacitus tells us, that 
one Brinio, or Brenno, prince of the Caninefates, ridiculed 
with impunity this foolifh expedition of Cains d . And in¬ 
deed there was reafon to cenfure his abfurd condmft; for 
while he, who had threatened the Barbarians with utter 
deftrudtion, was palling in his chariot through a narrow 
lane, qnd his troops were forced to break their ranks on ac¬ 
count of the narrownefs of the place, an officer obferving, 
that great would be their confufion, if the enemy Ihould 

b Dio p p. 6j6. Suet lib, iv. cap. 43. * Ibid. Jib. iv. cap. 44. 

Bio, p. 657, 6jg. d Tacit. Hifi.hb. iv. cap 15, 
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appear, he immediately threw himfelf out of his chariot, 
mounted his horfe, and galloped to the bridges with a de- 
fign to repafs the river; but finding them crouded with the 
fervants and baggage of the army, he made them hand him 
from one to another, and convey him over their heads, 
thinking he could not too foon get out of the enemy’s coun¬ 
try, Being afterwards recovered from his fright, and 
allured that there was nothing to fear, he ordered fome of 
his German guards to crols the Rhine, and after having 
concealed themfelves for fome time in a neighbouring 
foreft, rife out of their ambufeade in a great tumult and 
hurry; and that upon the alarm, which this would occa- 
fion, word might be brought him that the enemy was at 
hand; which ridiculous order being obeyed, the mock 
hero, darting from tabie, and putting himfelf at the head 
of a party of the praetorian horfe, haftened to oppofe the 
enemy, and, advancing to the foreft, fpent the remaining 
part of the day in cutting down trees to ere£t trophies for fo 
fignal a victory. Upon his return he reproached with,* 
cowardice thofe who had not followed him, but rewarded 
fuch as had borne the brunt of the day with a new fort of 
crowns, which, to diftinguifh them from all otheis, he 
called exploratoriae (R). 

(R) 7 his expedition, how¬ 
ever glorious and iuccefsful, not 
fatisfying his martial ardor, he 
refolved to fignalize himfelf by 
fome other dill more noble at- 
chieverr.enr. With this view, 
he ordered fome children, whom 
he kept as hoftages, to he pri¬ 
vately conveyed away, and in¬ 
formation brought him that 
they had made their efcape ; 
upon which he immediately 
mounted on horfeback,purfued 
the fuppofed fugitives with a 
detachment of cavalry, and 
brought them back loaded with 
chains. After thefe heroic at- 
chievements, he wrote a letter 
to the fenate, complaining ot 
them and the people, for indulg¬ 
ing themfelves in banquets, 
pleafures, and diverfions, while 
Csefar was fighting, and expoied 
for their fafety to fo many pe- 

(i) Sutton, lib. iv. cap. 44, Dio, p. 657. 


rils and hazards. But the mod 
glorious of all his exploits was, 
his receiving under his pro¬ 
tection Adminius, who, being 
banilhed by his father Cinobe- 
linus, one of the kings of Bri¬ 
tain, fled to him with a fmall 
retinue, This feemed to him 
fo memorable an action, that he 
immediately wrote boalting let¬ 
ters to the fenate, as if he had 
fubduedthe whole ifland, fir ici¬ 
ly enjoining the mefl'engers to 
ride direftly through the forum 
to the palace, and not to de¬ 
liver his letters to the confuls, 
but in the prefence of the fe¬ 
nate aflembled in the temple of 
Mars. In the mean time he 
caufed himfelf to be feven times 
proclaimed emperor by his vic¬ 
torious troops on the banks ot 
the Rhine (t). 


The 



The Roman Hiftory. 

The Gauls would have efteemed themfelvcs "happy, had 
he done them no more harm than he did the enemy; but 
his avarice, equal to his prodigality, prompted him to harafs 
and opprefs that unhappy nation with fuch extortions, as 
reduced even the molt wealthy to beggary. Not fatisfied 
•with the great prefents, which he obliged both the cities and 
particular perfons to make him, hecaufed the molt wealthy 
men in the province, though free from all guilt, to be ac- 
cufed of treafon, that he might confifcate their eftntes, 
which he fold in perfon, obliging others to purchafe them 
at the price he thought proper to prefcribe. Having one 
day loft at dice an immenfe fum, he caufed the regifters, 
which ferved for the cenfus, to be brought to him ; and 
writing a lift of tbofe who poffeffed the greateft cftates in 
the province, ordered them to be immediately put to death, 
and feized all their effects e . 

About this time a confpiracy was difcovered again ft 
Caius ; but whether it was real, or only imaginary, is Hill 
"uncertain. Lepidus and Getulicus were faid to be at the 
head of it. Cneius Lentulus Getulicus had commanded 
the legions in Higher Germany for the fpace of ten years, 
Tiberius not daring to remove him, as we have related in 
the hiftory of that prince’s reign; but he was doomed to 
death by Caius, fays Dio f , for being greatly beloved by the 
foldiery on account of bis clemency and good-nature. Some 
monuments have reached our times of the facrificcs which 
were offered on the twenty-feventh of October, by wav of 
thankfgiving for the happy difeovery of the wicked dciigns 
of Cn. Lentulus Getulicus His employment was given to 
Sulpitius Galba, afterwards emperor. M. Amilius Lepi¬ 
dus is fuppofed to have been the fon of Juba, Auguftuss 
grand-daughter, and filter to Agrippina the mother of 
Caius \ who neverthelefs pronounced him guilty of trea¬ 
fon, and commanded a tribune, named Decimus, 10 cut 
off his head K At the fame time he condemned b is two 
lifters, Agrippina and Livilla or Julia, for ei.ig gun y 
adultery with Lepidus, and privy to the confpiracy, 
confined them to the ifland of Ponua, a >J'g . ’ 

“ That he had fwords as well as .Hands Af 5 f rJV ‘” S 
taken thefe meafures, he wrote a letter to tht ^ ; ’ ; 

quainting them, that he had efcaped a dangtrou cen^ 
fpiracy; and inveighing with great 1 ern K‘ 
fitters, whom he fcrupled not to charge with the molt 
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famous crimes. He fent three daggers to Rome, to be confer 
crated to Mars the Avenger, with an infcription, importing, 
that they had been defigned for his deftruftion; and obliged 
Agrippina to carry the urn with the bones of Lepidus from 
Gaul to Rome. He fold all the furniture, jewels. Haves, 
and even the freedmen of his lifters, after their con¬ 
demnation (S). 

When 


(S) As he degraded himfelf 
to fell them in perfon, he put 
his own price, and obliged 
the Gauls to purchafe them. 
This kind of trafliclc. proving 
very advantageous, he ordered 
the rich furniture of the impe¬ 
rial palace, with the robes of 
Marc Antony, of Auguftus, of 
his mother Agrippina, and 
others of the imperial family, 
to be fent from Rome; and 
fold them in the fame manner. 
So many carriages, and beads of 
burden, were employed in con¬ 
veying the furniture of the im¬ 
perial palace from Italy to Gaul, 
that no horfes being found to 
turn the mills, according to the 
cuftom of thole times, the city 
was reduced to great diftrefs tor 
want ol bread. 

In luxury and extravagance, 
he outdid all the prodigals that 
the world had hitherto pro¬ 
duced. He ufed baths of fwe'et 
oils with the moft coftly per¬ 
fumes that could be purchafed. 
At his entertainments he often 
caufed the larged pearls to be 
diirolved in vinegar, to difplay 
his grandeur and magnificence. 
Sometimes, to divert himfelf 
with his guefts, he caufed empty 
diihes of pure gold to be lerved 
up, which he diftributed among 
them, faying, that “ atCaefar’s 
table their bread and meat mull 
be nothing but gold.” For fe- 
veral days together he delighted 
in throwing down from the top 


of a tower confiderable fums a T 
mong the people. He built 
certain gallies of cedar, having 
the Herns, which were of ivory, 
adorned with precious Hones, 
the fails of filk, the cabins and 
galleries fpaeious and conve¬ 
nient, with great variety of 
vines and fruit-trees, under the 
(hade of which he often dined, 
coafiing along the Ihore of Cam-i 
pania, with great pomp and 
fplendor, entertained by the 
mixed melody of voices, and 
all forts of inflruments. He 
raifed pillars and towers in the 
fea, cut his way through rocks 
of almoft impenetrable flint, 
levelled mountains, and raifed 
valleys. He never undertook 
any thing worthy of a prince, 
except a harbour, which he 
began in the neighbourhood of 
Rhegium, for the convenience 
and fafety of the (hips which 
conveyed corn from Alexandria 
to Italy; but this he left unfi- 
niflted. We ought alfo to ex¬ 
cept a fine aquediuH, which 
Claudius finiflied fourteen years 
after. He caufed an obelifk to 
be brought out of Egypt, and 
placed it in the circus on mount 
Vatican. He defigned to re¬ 
build the palace ot Polycrates 
at Samos, to finifli the temple 
of Apollo Didymaeus at Miletus, 
and to found a new city on the 
top of the Alps ; but his fa¬ 
vourite projeft was to cut the 
ifihmus of Corinth, and open a 
communi- 
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Wheh the death of Lepidus and Getulicus was known at 
Rome, Flavius Vefpafianus, then praetor, and afterwards 
emperor, who ftudied to infinoate himfelf by any means 
into the emperor’s favour, advifed throwing the bodies of 
the confpirators into the Tiber, and depriving them of the 
honour of fepulture. Neither did the fenate oraitfo/a- New ho- 
vourable an opportunity of conferring new honours upon noun dt- 
the prince; amortgfl others, they decreed him an ovation. c f ee i /l,m 
They deputed his uncle Claudius, with feveral other per- e J‘~ 
fons of the firft rank drawn by lot, to go into Gaul, and 
congratulate him, in their name, upon the difeovery of fo 
dangerous a confpiracy, and the deferved vengeance he had 
taken upon the traitors. Caius, not fatisfied with the ho¬ 
nours decreed him, efpecially with an ovation, and com¬ 
plaining of the fmall number of the deputies, ordered fome 
of them to return even before they entered Gaul, and re¬ 
ceived the others with great coldnefs. He chiefly refented 
their fending his uncle, as if he were a child, and wanted 
.. a governor: he did not, however, fend him back; but 
treated him in a mod ignominious manner 1 ; and we are 
told, that he eaufed him to be thrown into a river the mo¬ 
ment he arrived m . The fenate, thus tutored, decreed him 
greater honours, and fent him a more numerous deputa¬ 
tion ; which he received with great marks of fatisfadtion, 
and even went out to meet the deputies. In the mean 
time profecutions were carried on at Rome againft the 
friends of Caius’s filters, and of thofe who had been exe¬ 
cuted for the late confpiracy. Several aediles and praetors 
were obliged to lay down their employments, and appear 
before the fenate in the habit of criminals. Among the 
reft, Sophronius Tigellinus was banifhed for a criminal 
correfpondence with Agrippina., lhele proceedings terri¬ 
fied the fenate, who apprehended ftill greater evils from a 
prince, who was cruel by nature, and guided, as was fup- 
pofed, by the pernicious counfels of the kings Agrippa an 


Antiochus . . „ 

Caius, after the condemnation of h.s filters, divorced his He mar. 
wife Lollia Paulina to marry Miloma Csefon.a, who was nes C*j 
neither beautiful nor young, but mother of three children 
by another hulband, who was Hill ahve. She had, how- 


, ! Dio, p. 658. m Suet, in Claud, cap. 9. 

communication between thofe better fuccefs than thofe who 
two feas; in which undertak- attempted it alter him (.). 
ing he was attended with no 

(,) Jof. Antiq. lib, xix. cap. a. Pirn, lib, W. cap. 4. Su«t. in 
Claud, cap. ai. cver . 
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ever, a particular talent'and addrefs in gaining the affections 
of all with whom (he converted; infomuch that Caius fin- 
cerely loved her, and lived longer with her than with any 
other 8 (T). He married her, according to Suetonius, the 
fame day that Ihc was delivered of a daughter, declaring 
himfelf her hufband, and the father of the child ; but Dio 
fays, that he married her about a month before her deli¬ 
very. To the child he gave the name of Julia Drufilla, 
carried her to the temples of all the goddeffes in Rome, and 
put her into the arms of Minerva, as if to that powerful 
oddefs he committed the care of her education. He laid 
er likewife at the feet of Jupiter Capitolinus, faying, that 
fhe was common to him and Jupiter, and leaving all men 
to judge which of her parents was the greateft, from which 
Ihe derived the more noble origin But nothing more 
convinced Caius that Ihe was his daughter (for her mother 
was not renowned for chaftity), than her natural fierce- 
nefs, of which fhe foon gave fufficient indications, by 
fcratching and tearing the faces of the little children who* 
played with her (U). 

This year the Germans, having collefted their forces to 
oppofe Caius, made, upon his departure, an inroad into 
Gaul; but were repulfed by Galba with fuch vigour and 
expedition, that Caligula could not forbear commending 
and rewarding both him and his troops, though he gene- 

* Dio, p. 658. Suet. cap. *5. • Jofepli. Antiq. lib. xix. 

cap. 1. 

(T) Suetonius tells us, that 
Cxfonia gained and maintained 
the affeftions of Caius by her 
monflrous lewdnefs. After her 
h tdband’s death, (lie was charged 
with having fixed his affediion 
to her with an amorous potion, 
which affecting his brain, had 
ditbrdered his underftanding, 
and occafioned that fury and 
madnefs which had brought fo 
many calamities upon the ftate. 

The emperor often (hewed her 
to his foldiers habited like them, 
and to his friends, without any 
garments. 

(U) Upon her birth Caius 
complained of his poverty, and 
obliged the people to contribute 

(1) Suet cap. »S* 


large fums for the educating and 
marrying her fuitably to her 
rank, which he applied to his 
own ufe. He likewife declared, 
that, on the firfl of January, 
he intended to receive new- 
year’s gifts, which he did ac¬ 
cordingly, (landing in the porch 
of his palace, while the people 
and nobility, with full hands 
and laps, poured out their pre¬ 
fers before him. He is faid to 
have had fuch a pailion for mo¬ 
ney, that his chief delight was 
to walk barefoot, and even roll 
himfelf upon heaps of gold, 
which he had accumulated by 
all manner of rapine (t). 
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rally, out of jealoufy and envy, difcountenanced fuch of his 
officers as had gained any confiderable advantage over the 
enemy. Caius, who was then in Gaul, arrogated to him- 
felf the whole glory of this action, and acquainted the fe- 
nate with it by a letter, which he fent wrapt up in a branch 
of laurel, the fymbol of viflory, boafting that he had ut¬ 
terly defeated the enemy’s numerous forces, and tendered 
them incapable of diilurbing for the future the tranquility 
of Gaul p. Vefpalian, then praetor, intreated he might be 
allowed to exhibit extraordinary fportson occafion of fo fig- 
nai a victory A 

In the following year Caius was conful without a col¬ 
league for the firll twelve days, not defignedly, but becaufe 
he was not acquainted fooner with the death of the perfon 
named for his colleague, who died at Rome a few days be¬ 
fore he was to enter upon his office r . 

Caius held the confulfliip only twelve days : on his re- 
fjgnation two new confuls, probably Publicola and Ncrva, 
were nominated. The firft decree they made was, that the 
anniverfary of the death of Tiberius and Drufilla ffiould be 
folemnized in the fame manner as that of Augultus. This 
diftinclion Caius had required in a letter to the new ron- 
fuls *. Caius began the year with the murder of Ptolemy, 
king of Mauritania, and eoufin-german to bis father Ger- 
manicus (X). He had invited him to court, and received 
him at his arrival with great demonitrations of kindtiefs ; 
but obferving one day, as he entered the theatre to behold 
the fports, that the luflre of bis purple drew upon him the 
eyes of the whole company, he caufed him to be immedi¬ 
ately arrelted, condemned him to banifhment, and privately 
ordered him to be afl'affinated on his journey '. I)io Caf- 
fius aferibes his death to the great riches he pofleffied. It 
is certain, however, that the Mauritanians, upon the news 
of his death, revolted, being excited by Edemon, one of the 
deceafed prince’s freedmen, defirous to revenge the death 
of his mailer. The inhuman and imperious tyrant caufed 
likewife Mithridates, king of Armenia, to be arrefled, but 
only condemned him to banifhment. 

Caius, before he left Gaul, declared, that he defigned to 
invade Britain; and accordingly ordered his troops, from 
all quarters, to march to the Gauliffi ffiore, oppolite to that 

p Perfius, Satir. vi. vcr.43. 1 Suet ' in Vefpaf.an cap. ». 

' 1 * 0 , p. 6JJ. ■ Dio, p. 6 S 6, 659. * i>uet. cap. 35 

(X) He was the fon of Cleo- tra, as Germanicus was the fon 
patra Selene, daughter of An- of Antonia, daughter to the 
*ooy and the celebrated Cleopa- fame Antony. 
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ifland. Upon bis arrival at the place of rendezvous, ho 
drew up his men along the coaft; and embarked in a mag* 
nificent galley. Having advanced a fmall diftance from the 
fhore, he returned precipitately, and, afcending his tribu¬ 
nal, ordered the warlike engines to be difpofed in order, 
and to the bell advantage, the trumpets to found, and the 
fignal of battle to be given. Neither foldiers nor officers 
could conceive what ne had in view, till, at length, he 
fuddenly ordered them to gather the cockle-ffiells on the 
fhore, and to fill with them their laps and head-pieces, fay¬ 
ing, “ Thefe are fpoils of the conquered ocean, due to the 
palace, due to the Capitol.” Then, to reward his fellow- 
foldiers for fuch an important victory, he diftributed among 
them a very inconfiderable fum, bidding them be merry, 
and enjoy, in fafety, the rewards of their valour. That fo 
glorious a conqueft might never be forgot, he ere£led a high 
tower, according to the model of the pharos, at Alexan¬ 
dria, furnilhed with lights to direft (hips at fea, in the 
night 

Caius now thought of nothing but the preparations for a 
triumph due to his noble atchievements. Accordingly, 
he wrote to his officers at Rome, enjoining them to get 
every thing ready for the molt magnificent triumph that had 
ever been exhibited; but, at the fame time, cautioning 
them not to put him to any extraordinary expence, fince 
every man’s eftate was at their difpofal. Before he left 
Gaul, he chofe the tallelt men of that province, without 
diftinrflion of rank or condition, to grace his triumph, giving 
them German names, and obliging them to learn that lan¬ 
guage, to let their hair grow, and colour it red, that they 
might refemble Germans. He likewife commanded the 
gallies, in which he and his chief officers had put to fea, to 
be conveyed to Rome, the greateft part of the way, by land *. 
Before he left Gaul, he defigned to have put thofe legions 
to the fword that had mutinied after the death of Auguftus, 
and embarraffed his father Germanicus. His officers, with 
the utmoft difficulty, dilfuaded him from cutting them all 
off; but could not, by any means, divert them from deci¬ 
mating them for a crime which had been fo many years be¬ 
fore committed, and forgiven. Nofwitbftanding the warm 
remonftrances of his friends, and chief officers, he ordered 
them to aflemble, without arms, to receive his commands. 
The legionaries, not fufpe£ling, in the leaft, his defign, 
readily obeyed ; and, in the mean time, the cavalry began 
to furround them. This circumilance appeared fulpicious, 


Suet. cap. 46. Dio, p. 659. 


* Suet. cap. 47. 
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and many of them ftole away, to take their arms, with a 
defign to fell their lives dear, in cafe any violence fhould 
be offered. He no fooner perceived their intention, than he Sets out for 
difmiffed the affembly, and haftily fled to Rome, that he Rome. 
might vent his rage upon the fenate, for the wrong he pre¬ 
tended they had done him, by not decreeing him a triumph; 
though he had declared the year before, that they had no 
right to decree him any honours; and that he would punifli 
them with the utmoft feverity, if they pretended to affume 
any fuch privilege. As he drew near Rome, he forbad any 
of the fenators to meet him : he would not, however, en¬ 
ter the city in triumph, but contented himfelf with an ova¬ 
tion, making his entry on the laft of Auguft, which was his 
birth-day, four months and fome days before his death. 

From this time he refolvcd utterly to extirpate the fenate ; furious isl¬ 
and would have put his horrid defign in execution, had he fiances of 
not been prevented by death. Mean while, he caufed fe- hts cruelty. 
vcral fenators of diftin&ion to be inhumanly murdered ; 
one in particular for no other crime but becaufe he begged 
permiffion to (hut his eyes, being commanded by him, 
though nothing was laid to his charge, to aflift at the exe¬ 
cution of his fon R However, he was reconciled to the fe- 
natc, before his death, on the following occafion : Proto¬ 
genes, his chief favourite, coming one day unexpe&edly in¬ 
to that affembly, under colour of delivering fome meffage 
from the prince, and all the fenators crowding round him 
to pay their court to him, he fixed his eyes on Scribonius 
Proculus; and, with an angry tone, “How dare you (faid 
he) prefume to appear before me, you who are an enemy 
to Ctefar? - ’ There wanted no more; the other fenators in- ?he cruel 
ftantly fell upon him with their daggers, ftabbed him m 
feveral places, and then delivered him over, as a public Smtm* 
enemy, to the mob, who tore him in pieces, and dragge 
his mangled limbs about the ftreets, Caius beholding, with 
infinite pleafure, fo difmal a fpe&acle (Y). ^ 

1 Suet, in Cal. cap. 17, *8. Dl0 > P- 66 °' 


(Y) Suetonius relates, that 
this worthy fenator was thus in¬ 
humanly butchered, merely to 
gratify the bloody difpofition of 
Caius, who, vvifhing to fee a 
fenator thus mangled, had, 
without the leaft provocation, 
pitched upon him. Neither 
was his cruelty fatiated, till the 
limbs and bowels of the inno¬ 


cent vidtim were brought be¬ 
fore him. Being highly pleaf- 
ed with fo difmal a fight, and 
the readinefs the fenate had 
(hewn to take vengeance on his 
fuppofed enemy, he declared 
himfelf, by a public editf, re¬ 
conciled with that body: and 
the fenate, on their fide, to 
acknowlegc fo S .» 
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It was about this period that the Jews underwent a ter-< 
rible perfecution at Alexandria, where they were very nu¬ 
merous ■, had a chief intitled alabarchus, and a council of 
their own ; fo that they formed a diftinct and feparate body 
from the Egyptian natives, by whom they were detefled 
and abhorred. When the emperor Caius infilled upon be¬ 
ing worfhipped as a deity, the Alexandrians not only com¬ 
plied with this impious order, but, in order to gratify their 
malice, they let up by force and violence his ftatues in the 
Jewifh oratories and fynagogucs. In thefe outrages they 
were encouraged by the connivance of the Roman governor 
C. AviliusJFlaccus, who thwarted and oppreffed the Jews 
on every occalion, in order to ingratiate himfelf with the 
Alexandrians. Thefe outrages againlt the religion of the 
Jews produced frays and ieditions, in confequence of which 
Fiaccus publifhed a decree, declaring the Jews llrangers in 
Alexandria, and confined all of that nation to one quarter 
of the city, which could not poflibly contain one half of 
their number: by thefe tyrannical proceedings, they were 
not only expofed to miferies of all kinds, but many of them 
were driven to defpair, and alls of extravagance, which 
gave their enemies a handle for infli£ling upon them the 
moil cruel punifhments: in a word, they groaned under 
every fpeciesof oppreihon, until Fiaccus was recalled, when 
they began to enjoy a little refpite. In this interval, by 
means of their king Agrippa, who was at Rome in high fa¬ 
vour with Caius, they obtained permiffion to fend deputies 
thither, in order to juftify their own condull, and fpecify 
their grievances before the emperor. This deputation was 
headed by the celebrated Philo, the mod learned Jew of 
Alexandria, whofe brother was alabarch of the nation. 
At the fame time the Alexandrians difpatched another de¬ 
putation, under the conduit of Apion the grammarian, in 
order to oppofe the remonflrances of the Jews. Thefe de¬ 
puties found means to interell in their cafe the famous He- 
lico, originally an Egyptian flave, but now chamberlain to 


honoured him fometimes with 
the title of hero, and foinetimes 
of god; whichfcandalous flattery 
inflared him to l'uch a degree, 
that thenceforth hefhlwed him¬ 
felf more ambitious than ever 
of divine honours, punifhing 
with death, or dooming to the 
mines, or to the drudgery of 


mending the public roads, per- 
fons of great merit and diftinc- 
tion, for neglecting to invoke 
his celeflial genius: nay, fome, 
for pretended offences againft 
his godhead, were firft torn and 
mangled with Itripes, and then 
fawed afunder (i). 


(i) Suelon. in Cal'g. Dio, p. 661. 
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Caius, with whom he was in high favour. Another lucky 
circumftance for them, was the information juft received by 
the emperor, that the inhabitants of Jerufalem had abfo- 
httely refufed to admit his ftatue into the temple. Caius 
was exafperated at this mark of difrefpe£t, and in the au¬ 
dience which he granted to both deputations together, re¬ 
ceived Philo and his colleague with indignation and dif- 
dain. Both fides pleaded their caufe before him, while he 
ran about the apartments of a country villa at a fmall dif- 
tance from Rome, interrupting them with ridiculous quef- 
tions, and behaving more like a buffoon than an emperor. 

Though the Jewifh deputies derived unlucky prefages from 
this reception, it does not appear, that Caius took any fteps 
to the prejudice of their nation. They had a powerful ad¬ 
vocate in Agrippa, who retained his influence with the em¬ 
peror to the laft; and the {form from Jerufalem blew ovpr: 
neverthelefs the Jews at Alexandria continued to be op- 
p re fled, tili the acceflion of Claudius to the empire, when 
they had recourfe to arms, and raifed an infurredion; 
which, however, was foon appeafed. Finally, by the inter- 
ceflion of the two kings Agrippa and Herod, an edid was 
obtained from Claudius, reftoring to the Jews all the pri¬ 
vileges they had formerly enjoyed at Alexandria, and an¬ 
nulling all the decrees which Caius had iflued againft them *. 

Dio Caffius, after along detail of his cruelties, and the The man. 
difmal effeds of his pride, avarice, lewdnefs, and prodtga- AW 
litv, obferves, that he was chiefly remarkable for the in- <£CT/) , r< 
conftancy and ficklenefs of his temper, which often hurried 
him, in a moment, from one extreme to another, borne- 
times he liked to fee his palace crowded, and fometimes 
would fee no company, not even his moft intimate friends. 

He was difpleafed when any petition was presented to him ; 
and more fo, when nobody appeared to afk him any ayour. 
fometimes he difpatched bufinefs with great expe 1 
at other times he was flow and tedious, putting o> 
day to day, matters which required the greateft ^‘gence. 

He fquandered away immenfe treafures, with a prodigality 
which knew no bounds , and amafied frefh> fums with the 
moft fordid avarice : fometimes he was pleafed with liber y 
of fpeech, and abhorred flattery ; hut, oon ® ’ P |j e 

ed the leaft liberty, and took delight in being flattered. He 
often pardoned thofe who were guilty o en0 upon 

and condemned fuch as were not charge J • 

feme of his favourites he heaped honours and nches^wh.^ 

he treated others, without any caufe, with 


* Phil, in Legat. p. r«43- 


Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xviii. cap. to. 

J r tempt. 
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tempt. So changeable was fiis humour, fo various and iri- 
confiftent was his conduct, that his mo ft intimate friends 
were at a lofs what they fhould fay or do to pleafe him, 
feeing he was often difgufted with what he had been pleafed 
with a few hours before *. 

€ In the following year Caius entered upon his fourth con- 
fulfhip, having Cn. Sentius Saturninus for his collegue, but 
held it only to the feventh of January, when he refigned 
A conjpi- the f' a f ces to Quintus Pomponius Secundus. Rome had, 
racy jorm- for the fpace of near four years, groaned under the oppref- 
td againft (ion of the moil cruel and inhuman tyrant that had evei' 
him- been inverted with fovereign power ; when at length ven-» 

geance overtook the author of fo much bloodfhed and (laugh¬ 
ter. The confpiracy, which, for the prefent, terminated 
the public evils, was chiefly formed, carried on, and exe- 
Caffius cuted by Caflius Chterea, tribune of a praetorian cohort, 
Chertaat who had fignalized himfelf in a very eminent manner, as 
the head of we have already obferved, in the beginning of Tiberius’s 
'*• reign, when the legions in Germany revolted. As he was 

a man of no lefs probity than bravery, the hatred he bore 
Caius, on account of his cruelties and extortions, infpired 
him with the defign of ridding the world of fuch a deteft- 
able monfte'r. He was already refolvedto refignhis employ¬ 
ment, and fpend the remaining part of his life in retirement, 
when he received a corrtmiflion from Caius to colledf the 
taxes, for no commodity efcaped ; and the emperor levied 
the taxes not by the publicans, as was ufual, but by the 
centurions and tribunes of the praetorian cohorts, that they 
might reap the advantages accruing. In this commiflion 
Chaerea, who was naturally compaffionate, acquitted him- 
felf more to the fatisfa&ibn of the opprefled people, than 
to that of the emperor ; who reproached him with want of 
fpirit, and took pleafure in expofing him to the derifions of 
the foldiery: for though he was a man of great courage 
and- refolution, yet, from the manner of his {peaking, and 
the tone of his voice, no one would have taken him for a 
perfon of that extraordinary'bravery which he fhewedon all 
occafions. Caius, now incenfed againft him, took occa- 
fion from his outward appearance to reproach him with 
effeminacy and cowardice, and rally him as one more fit to 
converfe with women than to command foldiers.''. 

When it was his torn to come for the parole, flie empe¬ 
ror, by way of raillery, gave him always fome obfeene 
word, or the name of fome famous proftitute; infomuch 
that the foldiers could not forbear laughing when he brought 

* Dio, p. 641—644. 

them 
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them the parole, and often diverted themfelves with gueff- 
ing what word Chserea would bring. As he was a man of 
too great fpirit to endure fuch grofs affronts, he refolved to 
convince the emperor howamdcfervedly he was taxed with 
effeminacy and want of courage: having therefore deter¬ 
mined to be revenged on the tyrant,, for thus attempting 
to blacken, with his unfeafonable fa realms, the reputation 
he had defervedly acquired by his gallant'behaviour, he im¬ 
parted his defign to fome of his intimate friends, and Only 
waited for a favourable opportunity of putting it ih execu¬ 
tion. In the mean time a fenator.of great diflindlion, 
named Propedius, was accufed by one Timidius of having 
uttered injurious fpeeches againft Caius: the only evidence 
produced againft him was Quintiiia, a celebrated come¬ 
dian ; but fhe, when fummoned to appear before the 
judges, declared, that fhe had heard no fuch fpeeches. Ti¬ 
midius then requiring that fhe might be examined by tor¬ 
ture, Caius ordered Chserea to fee her immediately put upon 
the rack. 

The tribune was never fo much at a lofs how to behave 
as on this occafion ; for Quintiiia was privy to the confpi- 
racy ; whence he was afraid fhe might difeover it upon the 
rack, if tortured feverely ; on the other hand, to fhew any 
mercy to her might coft him his life. Quintiiia delivered 
him from his tineafinefs; for meeting, as fhe was led to the 
torture, one of the-confpirators, fhe trod upon his foot, giv¬ 
ing him thereby to underftand, that no torments could ex¬ 
tort from her a difeovery of the plot. She bore the rack 
with unparalleled conftancy, without fuffering a word to 
efcape her, in prejudice either of Propedius or the confpi- 
rators, though (he was reduced to fo deplorable a condition 
that Caius himfelf, when fhe was brought back to him, be¬ 
ing moved with pity, and admiring her refolution, ordered 
her a fum of money, and difmifled Propedius untouched. 
Chserea was fo affected with the conftancy of Quintiiia, 
and the torments fhe bad fuffered, of which he himfelf had 
been the minifter, that he immediately imparted his defign 
to Papinius and Clemens, the former a fellow-tribune of 
the praetorian cohorts, and the latter the commander of 
the whole body, encouraging them to exert their courage, 
and deliver Rome and the world from a tyrant, who em¬ 
ployed them not as fhe officers of his guards, but as his ex¬ 
ecutioners. They both approved of the defign ; but Cle¬ 
mens, de firing to be excufed from bearing any (hare in the 
execution of it, oh account of his age, promifed to aunt 
them with his advide ; and taking his leave, left them under 
no fmall anxiety and apprehenfion of bis betraying the fecret, 

Vol.xii. Pd 
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lie gains Chsetea, therefore, without lofs of time, had recourfe to 
feveral Cornelius Sabiuus, tribune likewife of a pnetorian cohort, 
r t£j on L -. whom he knew to be a man of great refolution, a lover of 
^ ’ liberty, and confequently highly diffatisfied with the admi- 

niftration of Cams. Sabin us had formed the fame defign, 
but had not yet imparted it to any perfon, for fear of being 
difeovered. He therefore readily joined Chserea, and with 
him went immediately to found Annius Minucianus, or, as 
others call him, Vinicianus, a fenator of gicat diftinflion 
and merit, and hated by Caius, who fufpeded him ever 
fincc the confpiracy of Lepidus, with whom Minucianus 
had lived in confidence. After the ufual ceremonies were 
over, Mipucianus afleed Chterea, what was the parole for 
that day? which he taking for a fuificient declaration of his 
intention, “Do you (faid he, without an/ farther pream¬ 
ble) only give me the word Liberty ; and, under yourcon- 
du£l, I will revenge my private injuries and the public ca¬ 
lamities. Give me the word of command, and Rome fhali 
no longer groan under the opprelhons of an infulting ty¬ 
rant.” At thefe words, which Chterea uttered with great 
vehemence and ardour, Minucianus, embracing him, com¬ 
mended his refolution, exhorted him to purfue his defign, 
and proniifed to aflift, to the utmoit of his power, with his 
fword ami counfel. 

The number of the confpirators incrcafed daily; a cir- 
cumltance which retarded the execution of the defign, 
fome of them being over-cautious, led they fhould mif- 
carry in an enterprise, on. the l’uccefs of which depended 
His min- their fafety, anti the welfare of their country. Cluerca of- 
pidity and f ere( { to.difpntch him when he went to the Capitol to offer 
rejo u ion. f acr ;g ces f or Hrs daughter,, or when in his palace lie aflilted 
at certain religious Ceremonies which he had himfelf infti- 
tuted. He propofed throwing him down headlong from 
the top of the Julian bafilic, whence he ufed to fcatter mo¬ 
ney among the populace : hut the reft of the co'nfpirators, 
thinking they could not ufe too much caution, did not judge 
any of thefe opportunities fufRciently fafe and proper for 
the execution of their defign. 

/ day fixed Howeve?, they aft agreed to make the attempt during the 

upon for fports which were to be exhibited in honour of Auguftus, 
Caius^to * n ( ' lc palace, on the twenty-firft of January, and the three 

death. following days ; for, after thefe fports, Caius intended to 

leave Rome, and repair to Alexandria, probably to plunder 
the, wealthy kingdom of Egypt, as he had pillaged the other 
.provinces of the empire. Notwithftanding their agree¬ 
ment, the confpirators were ftill for deferring the attempt; 
but. Chterea, having called them together on the third day 
* of 
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bf the fports, exhorted them not to lofe theprefent oppor¬ 
tunity : he reprefented the dangers to which their irrefo- 
lution expofed them ; and, by a fpeech abounding in noble 
and generous fentiments, infpired them with fuch courage, 
that they unanimoufly agreed to make the attempt next day, 
when Chserea was to be upon guard, and confequently 
to receive from the^emperor, according to cuftom, the pa¬ 
role, with his fword by his fide b . Caius came that day, 
the twenty-fourth of January, more early than ufual, to 
the theatre; and appealed, contrary to his cuftom, gay* 
affable, and good-humoured; infomuch that the fpedlators 
were greatly furprifed at his obliging behaviour, and the 
coniplaifance he (hewed to all who approached his perfon. 
After he had facrificcd to Auguftus, in whofe honour the 
fports were exhibited, lie took his place, having his friends 
and favourites about him, and Chserea, with the other offi¬ 
cers that day upon guard, flood at fome diftance behind. 
When the fports began, Batbybius, who had been prsetor, 
happening to fit by a confular of his acquaintance, named 
Cluvitus, afked him foftly, “ Whether he had heard any 
news ?” “ None at all,” anfwered Cluvitus : “ But I can 
tell you fomething (replied Bathybius), to which you are, 
perhaps, a ftranger : in the piece which is to be a£led to¬ 
day, will be reprefented the death of a tyrant.” Cluvitus 
anfwered with a verfe out of Homer, which he whifpered 
in his friend’s ear : “ Be filent, left fome Greek fliould 
overhear c .” Another entertainment was to be exhibited 
in the night, reprefenting fome fabulous accounts of the 
infernal regions ; for Caius, who delighted in fuch repre- 
fentations, declared, that as this was the lafl day, the fports 
fhould continue all night, with a defign, as was believed, 
to appear himfelf on the ftage, and there difplay his fkill 
and addrefs in dancing d (Z). 

About 


J> Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xix. cap. I. 


Ibid. * Dio, p. 663. 


(Z) He was, fays Suetonius, 
an excellent fencer, dancer, and 
charioteer: he fometimes danc¬ 
ed on the ftage, 1 and frequently 
before his friends, in the palace. 
One night, while he was in that 
humour, he fent for three grave 
confulars, caufed them to be 
awaked out of their fleep, and 
by hit guards hurried away to 
his palace ; where, while they 
were waiting in a great haft, 


and trembling, in apprehenfion 
of immediate death, they fud* 
denly heard a great noife of mu- 
fical inftruments, and, at the 
fame time, faw the emperor 
come leaping out, in a long robe, 
to difplay before them his (kill 
and addrefs in dancing. When 
he was tired, be withdrew j and 
fent the three confulars word, 
that they might, when they 
pleafed, return home. He took 
da 
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About noon, when the emperor ufed to withdraw for a 
fhort time, to bathe, andrefrefli himfelfwith fome nourifli- 
ment, Chserea Hole out, with a defign to kill him, as hepafled 
from the theatre to his apartment: but Caius, contrary to 
his cuftom, fhewed no inclination to leave the fports, telling 
thofe who fat by him, that fince it was the laft day of the 
fhews, he would not bathe till they were over. At the 
fame time he called for fome refrelhment, which he 
fliared with thofe who were about him, amongft the reft 
with Pomponius Secundus, then conful, who fat at his feet, 
and often kiffed them. Minucianus, who wa3 next to him, 
and had feen Chserea go out, rofe with a defign to depart, 
and acquaint the tribune with the emperor’s refolution ; 
while Cains, taking hold of his robe, “ Sit ftill, friend, 
(faid he, in a very obliging manner), you fhall go with me.” 
Minucianus, as it were out of refpeft, fat down again, but 
foon after rofe up, and went out; neither did Caius offer 
to detain him, thinking he went away upon fome ne- 
ceffary occafion, and would foon return. He found Chserea 
waiting in the entry which led to the theatre; and ac¬ 
quainted him with the emperor’s refolution. In confequence 
of this intimation, the refolute tribune thinking it advife- 
able to fall upon him in the theatre, rather than lofe the 
prefent opportunity, offered to go immediately, and ftab 
him in his feat. Minucinnus, and fuch of the confpirators 
as were wiih him, expecting the fignal, approved of Cb.se- 
rea’s hold propofal, who was actually entering the theatre, 
when he underftood that the emperor, at the perfuafion of 
Ampronas, and fome others, who were privy to the con- 
fpiracy, had altered his lefolution, and was coming forth. 
The confpirators immediately drew together; and, under 
pretence of clearing the 1 way for the emperor, removed 
fuch as they imagined would afford him any aflillance. 
Caius at length came out, his uncle Claudius, and M. Vi- 
nicius, who had married his lifter Julia, walking before 


fuch pleafure in feeing Mnefler which he would fend after him, 
the famous mimic dance, that for Ptolemy king of Mauritania, 
he punitbed,with great fere- The knight obeyed, crofled over 
nty, fuch as gave him the lead to Africa, and prefenftedthe let- 
dillurbance. A Roman knight ter to Ptolemy, who could not 
making fome node while he was forbear laughing in reading it; 
dancing, die emperor imtnedi- for it contained only the foHow- 
ately ordered Mm, by a cen- mg words: “ To the bearer do 
tariotr, to depart that raftant for neither good nor harm (t).” 
Oftia, and there waft: for a letter, 

town. cap. { 4 , 
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him, with fome perfons of great diftin&ion. When he 
entered the palace, inftead of going dire&ly to his apart¬ 
ment, as ufual, attended by his officers, he turned unex- 
pe&edly into a gallery, which led to a private apartment, 
to fee certain youths who had been fent him out of AGa, 
to a£t and dance upon the ftage ; and were juft then ar¬ 
rived. He was fo pleafed with them, that he would have 
immediately returned to the theatre, being impatient to fee 
them perform, had not the chief of them complained, that 
he was cold, and begged leave to warm himfelf 

While he was entertaining himfelf with the Afiatic Vr. of FI. 
youths, Chserea came for the parole ; and Caius gave him * 3 S®' 
one, as ufual, reflecting on his effeminacy and want of u'f?' £»’ 
courage. Chatrea returned Caius a fmart anfwer j and, at 7 

the fame time, drawing his fword, difcliarged a violent Caisajfaj'• 
blow at him, and wounded him in the neck. Though the finattd ., j 
wound did not prove mortal, yet we cannot give credit to 
thofe who affert, that Chserea did not, as he might, dis¬ 
patch him at one blow, left he fhould be too foon out of 
his pain f . Caius, ftruck with amazement at the boldnefs 
of the tribune, had not the prefence of mind to call for af- 
fiftance : he attempted to fly ; but Cornelius Sabinus having 
pulhed him down upon his knees, Chaerea, with another 
blow, broke his jaw-bone ; then the reft rufhing in, dis¬ 
patched him with thirty wounds, he for fome time crying 
out, “ I am ftill alive and the confpirators exclaiming, 

" Repeat, repeat the blow.” We are told that Aquila was 
the perfon who gave him the wound that put an end to his 
life. Some of the confpirators mangled his body, even 
after his death ; and they are faid to have carried their 
rage to fuch a height, as to cut off, and cat, pieces of his 
ilefh e . 

Such was the end of Caius Casfar Caligula, the fourth 
emperor of Rome, a prince fo monftroufly wicked, that na¬ 
ture, fays Seneca, feemed to have brought him forth, to 
lhew what mifchief could be effeaed by the greateft vices, 
fupported by the higheft authority 11 (A). Hisbody remained 


• Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xix. cap. i. Sueton. cap. ft. Dio, p. 663. 
f Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xix. cap. 1. * Dio, p. 663. » benec. 

de ira. 


(A) His death happened on 
the twenty-fourthc, January : 
fo that he reigned but three 
years, nine months, and twenty- 
eight days, according to thofe 
who fix the death of Tiberius 


on the twenty-lixth of March j 
or three years, ten months, and 
eight days, if we fuppofe him, 
as fome do, to have begun his 
reign on the fixteenth day of 
the faid month. He bad lived. 
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in the place where he had been affaflinated, till the night was 
far advanced, when it was privately conveyed to the Lamian 
gardens, where being half-burnt upon a pile haftily ete&ed, 
it was, without farther folemnity, committed to the earth. 
This laft duty was paid him, according to the Roman wri¬ 
ters, by his wife Csefonia ; but Jofephus fays, by king 
Agrippa, who, mindful of the obligations he owed him, 
caufed his body to be removed, left it fhould be infulted by 
the incenfed populace. 

Chterea, in order to extirpate the whole race of the 
tyrant, fent the night after his death a centurion, or ra¬ 
ther a tribune, named Julius Lupus, to difpatch bis wife 
Cjefonia, and, with her, his only daughter, an infant. 
The tribune {tabbed, without mercy, the mother; and, 
taking the innocent child out of the cradle, dafhed her 
brains out againft a wall ! . The fenate, even after Claudius 
was raifed to the empire, were inclined to declare Caius 
infamous. This fentence Claudius, who was his uncle, 
would not ratify ; but, neverthelefs, ordered all his ftatues 
to be pulled down and broken, annulled moft of his acts, 
and gave his affent to a decree of the fenate, commanding 
his money to be melted down, that both his name and fea¬ 
lties might be unknown to future ages. 

As we have hitherto had no proper opportunity to fpeak 
of Claudius, who fucceeded his nephew, but had led a re¬ 
tired life till he was raifed to the empire, it may not be 
improper to prefix to the hiftory of his reign, a fuccin£t ac¬ 
count of his birth and education, of his good and evil qua¬ 
lities ; and alfo of his wives, children, and freedmen ; 
whom we (hall frequently- have occafion to bring upon the 
feene. Claudius was born at Lyons, on the firlt of Auguft, 
lulus Antonius and Falvus Africanus being confuls 5 fo 
that he was now in the fiftieth year of his age k . He was 
named Tiberius Claudius Nero Drufus Germanicus 1 . Up¬ 
on hi? 'acceffion to th6 empire, he affirmed the names of 
Crefar and Auguftus, as did likewife all his fucceffors: by 
which means the name of Csefar, which was peculiar to 
the Julian family, became a title of dignity, and was given 
to the prefumptive heirs of the empire; whereas that of 

t Suet. cap. 59, Dio, p. 663. Jofeph. $.nt, lib. xi*. k Suet> 
in Ciatid. cap. a. 1 Dio, p. 663. 

rcording to Suetonius { 1 ), four month^ and twenty T four 
venty-ninc years; according days (2). 

, others, twenty-eight years, 

(i) Suet. cap. 55. (t) Cletp, Strom, lib. i. p, 339. Eutrop. 

Yit, Claud, 

Aifc 
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Auguftus was a mirk of the fovereign power. The name 
■of Julius was entirely laid afide, and never after aflumed by 
any of the emperors ra . Claudius was, by his rcjother An¬ 
tonia, the grandfon of Marc Antony and Oftavia, filler to 
Auguftus, and, by his father Drufus, who died in Germa¬ 
ny, the grandfon of Livia Augulta, and confequently, pe- 
phew to Tiberius, brother to Germanicus, and uncle to 
Cains. However, no perfon imagined he would ever have 
attained to the fovereign power, till the day he was veiled 
with it"; for, being very fickly during the whole time of 
his childhood and minority, he was fo weakened, both in 
his body and mind, that he was thought incapable of any 
public employment; and, long after he was of age, kept 
under a governor, of whom he complained, in a book 
which he publilhed, as of a barbarous and unmannerly 
perfon, who had formerly been a groom, and was placed 
over him, on purpofc to plague and challife him upon every 
trivial occnfion. 

His mother Antonia ufed to call him “ a human De/pifiJ by 
monitor, juft begun by nature, but never finilhed and, all hurtle- 
when Ihe upbraided anyone with # dulnefs and llupidity, her ,oru ‘ 
common expreffion was, “ You are as ftupid as my fon 
Claudius his grandmother Livia could not endure him; 
his nephew Caligula, when he had butchered many of his 
kindred, faved him for the purpofes of ridicule: he was 
held in the fame contempt by his filler Livilla, by Au¬ 
guftus, and all his family (B): the kindelt word Auguftus 

gave 

» Goltz, p. 14.0. -n Tacit. Annal. lib. iii. cap. iS. 

(B) Auguftus, apprifed of the 
weaknefs of his underllanding, 
honoured him with no other 
dignity but that of augur s and, 
in his laft will, mentioned him 
only amongl! his third heirs, 
who were no-way related to 
him, and left him but a legacy 
of eight hundred fefterces. His 
uncle Tiberius honoured him 
with the confular ornaments, 
but never allowed him to dis¬ 
charge the office of conful; and, 
when the young prince impor¬ 
tuned him for tome real prefer- 
fent him forty pieces 
igainft the Saturnalia, 

I Saturn, to lay out as 


nuent, he 
of gold, 1 
nr teafts < 


he pleafed, in the Sigillaria; 
which was a kind of fair after 
the Saturnalia, lading feven 
days, and fo called from the 
little images and puppets, in 
Latin, figiUa t which were then 
fold. Upon this anfwer, Clau¬ 
dius, laying afide all hopes of 
rifing to any confiderable em¬ 
ployment in the ftate, abandon¬ 
ed bimfelf to a. retired life, 
fpending his time with pcrfons 
much below his rank, cither in 
the gardens he had in the fub- 
urbs, or at hi* country-houfe m 
Campania, where he gave him* 
felf entirely up 'to gaming and 
drinking; divetfiow (uitable to 
D d 4 th « 



4®l 


Hit timo - 
tmtjntfi. 


hk learn- 
*»/• 


%he Roman Hiftory, 

gW him wgs, that of Mifellus, Poop*%T retch «, Being 
thus defpifed and negle&ed by his own relations, he be¬ 
came the jeft of the court, and was treated, even by the 
freedmen of his uncle and nephew, with great difrefpefh 
He was not only deftitute of parts, but extremely timorous i 
infomuch that there was no accident fo trivial, no man, 
yvoman, flave, or child, fo contemptible, as not to frighten 
him { and, when frightened, he was altogether incapable 
of reafoping. This timidity was owing to his education ; 
fpr he was brought up among women and freedmen, and 
obliged, from his infancy, to depend entirely upon them, 
and fubmit to their will and pleafure, without having any 
paflSons, or even difcernment, Qf his own p. He declared, 
after he came to the throne,* that, in the reigns of Tibe¬ 
rius and Caius, he had counterfeited folly, to efcape their 
cruelty; but fiis condudf too plainly {hewed, that it was 
not. aflumed, but real’. Suetonius taxes him with being 
naturally cruel, while others afcribe to his wives and freed¬ 
men the many executions, of which we fball have occafion 
to fpeak, in the hiftory of his reign. Though he had many 
great faults, yet, when compared with Tiberius or Caius, 
he was not a bad emperor'. 

From his childhood he applied himfelf to the ftudy of the 
liberal fciences, and frequently gave public teftimonies of 
his proficiency in them '. He arrived at no fmall perfedfion 
in oratory i and his d'fcourfe was not without elegance, 
when it was the refult of ftudy. He was weft {killed in 
the Latin and Greek tongues, wrote feveral books (C), and 

added 

° Suet, in Claud, cap. t, & y. p Dio, p. 66 j. t Suet. cap. 38. 
r Dio, lib. lx. p. 665. Aur. Vift. cap. 4.. a Suet, cap^j. 

the low company he kept. How, did not take place, Tiberius a!- 
ever, the fenate, in confidera- leging againft his voting in the 
tion of his high birth, enafted, fenate, the weaknefs or his un- 
that he ftiouldbe added, above derftanding; and promifed to 
the limited number, to the col- make good, at his private ex- 
lege of the priefts of Auguftus, pence, the lofies he had fuilain. 
into which none had ever been ed by fire. Ne\erthelefs Tibe- 
befbre admitted but by lot; rlus, in his laft will, named him 
that a houfe belonging to him, amongft his heirs, and left him 
which had been burnt down to a legacy of about two millions 
the ground, fhould be rebuilt at of fefterces (1). 
the public charge ; and that he (C) At the perfuafion of 
fliouid have a vote in the fenate, Livy, the celebrated hiftorian, 
and deliver his opinion among he wrote, in forty-three books, 
the confulars. Blit this decree the hiftory of Borne, from the 

(t) Tatto. Am. lib. iii. cap. a, 7. Dio, p, 66$, Svctoa, cap. *. 

death 
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*dded three letters to the ancient alphabet': which, how- 
ever, continued in ufe no longer than his reign “. Seneca 
commends his works, and fpeaks of him as an cnqouraeer 
of learning. He was tall and welUfliaped, but had fome- Hutirtm. 
thing very difagreeable in his mien, fomething vety unbe- * 
coming in his afton, which, together with his feeble voice 
and inarticulate pronunciation, is the chief fubjeft of Se¬ 
neca s railleries. Thefe defefts, as well as his Hammering, 
a " d ‘ he trembimg of his head, Dio Caffius takes to be the 
efFedt of the infirmities to which he was fubjed in his 
childhood and youth *. 1 

His wife, when he came to the empire, was Valeria Mef- Hiswhu 
lalina,^ his coufin. He had already by her a daughter, named e*dchiU 
Octavia, who was afterwards married to Nero. Not many dr,n - 
days after his acceflion to the empire, his wife Meflalina 
was delivered of a fon, named firft Claudius Tiberius Ger- 
manicus, and afterwards Britannicus Casfar r. By his fe- 
cond wife Jillia Petina, whom he divorced, he had a daugh¬ 
ter called Antonia, whom he married firft to Pompeiua 
Magnus, and afterwards to Fauftus Sylla, both defcended 
from illuftrious anceftors. His firft wife, Plautia Urgula- 
nilla, brought him Drufus, and a daughter called Claudia. 

Drufus loft his life at Pompeii before he was fourteen, be¬ 
ing choaked by an apple, as already related. As for Clau¬ 
dia, though (he was born five months before he divorced 
her mother, yet he would not acknowlege her for his 
daughter; but, fufpe&ing her to be the child of one of his 
freedmen called Boter, he caufed her to be ftripped naked, 
and to be expofed, after the divorce, before her mother’s 
door *. 


* Tacit. Ann. lib. iii cap. 3. » Senec. cap. 41. x Dio, 

cap. So. p. 665. y Suet, cap. 17. • * Idem ibid. 


death of Csefar the dictator to 
his own time. He publilhed 
alfo feven volumes of his own 
life, which were wrote with 
more elegance than judgment 
(1) ; and a defence of Cicero 
againft the writings of Gallus, 
which, in the opinion of Sueto¬ 
nius, was a learned perform¬ 
ance. His hiftory he recited 
is public, fubmitting it to the 
judgment of his auditors. He 


had a particular efleem for the 
Greek tongue, fpoke it fluently, 
and wrote, in that language, 
the hiftory of the Tyrrhenians, 
in twenty books, and that of the 
Carthaginians, in eight. To 
make thefe hiftories the more 
famous, he added a new fchool 
to the ekt one at Alexandria, 
calling it by his own name, and 
ordering his two Greek hiflo- 
ries to bS rcad in both fchools. 


<1) Suet. cap. 41,41. 
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Meffalina, and Agrippina, whom he married after her 
death, bore an abfolute fway over Claudius, who acted un¬ 
der them more like a Have than a prince a , difpofing of ho¬ 
nours, governments, employments, and armies, as they and 
his freedmen, whofe power he made equal to his own, 
thought fit to diredf. ' Amongft the latter, his chief favou¬ 
rites were, Poflides the eunuch, Felix, Harpocras, Poly¬ 
bius, and, above all, Narcifius and Pallas. To thefe we 
may add Calliftus, or, as others call him, Calixtus, a man 
of great art and addrefs: he was privy to the confpiracy 
againft Caius, and gained the favour of Claudius, by pre¬ 
tending that he had been commanded by Caius to poifon 
him; but had, under various pretences, deferred from day 
to day the execution of his orders s . Calixtus’s office was 
to receive the petitions which were prefented to the em¬ 
peror ; Narcifius was his fecretary; and Pallas had the 
whole management of the finances. Thefe three divided 
the fovereign power amongft them c . Each of them was, 
according to Pliny*, richer than Craffus had ever been ; and 
pofieffed greater wealth than the emperor himfeif, who was 
told one day, as he complained of his poverty, that he 
would be rich enough if he could but prevail upon his 
freedmen to take him for their partner. Having premifed 
thus much in general concerning Claudius, and thofe who 
governed under him, we fhall now refume the thread of 
our hiftory. 

The unexpe&ed news of Caius’s death, which was 
brought while the people were intent upon the fhows, and, 
in an inftant, diffufed all over the city, occaficncd a gene¬ 
ral commotion. Upon the firft alarm, the deceafed empe¬ 
ror’s litter-men haftened, with their poles, to hisrefeue, and 
were immediately followed by his German guards, named 
the Celtic band ; who, finding Caius lying dead on the 
ground, and his body fhockingly mangled, vented their 
rage on all they met, without examining whether they were 
privy to the confpiracy, or not; and in this confufion were 
killed L. Afprepas, who bid been conful three years before ; 
Norbanus, defeended from one of the moll illuftrious fa¬ 
milies in Rome ; Anteius, a fenator of great djftin£lion ; 
and feveral others, who came, merely out of curiofity to 
know what truth was in the report. Chasrea retired, before 
the emperor’s death wAs publicly known, to the houfe of 
Germanicus, which was contiguous to the palace, and 

» Suet. cap. *9. *> Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xix. cap. r. c Zonar. 

lib. v. Suet. cap. 18. "flui. lib. axxiii. cap. 10. 
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there, with the chief of the confpirators, lay concealed, till 
the Germans, by whom Cains was extremely beloved, on 
account of his prodigality, had vented their fury. The 
people, fufpefting Caius had caufed the report of his death 
to be fpread abroad, on purpofe to difcover their fentiments, 
continued in the theatre, without taking any notice of jhe 
rumour; but they were greatly alarmed, when they found 
that the emperor’s guards had furrounded the theatre, and 
were ready to enter it fword in hand, to facrifice the whole 
multitude to the manes of their maflacred general. And 
this vengeance they defigned to take, in the firft tranfports 
of their rage ; but a public herald, appearing unexpectedly 
in the theatre, clad in deep mourning, after having pro¬ 
claimed the emperor’s death, commanded the people quietly 
to retire'to their refpe£tive houfes, and the foldiery to with¬ 
draw to their quarters, without raifing any farther difturb- 
ance. They all obeyed without hefitation; fo that the tu¬ 
mult was foon appeafcd, and tranquility reftored to the city. 

Then the confuls, Q^Pomponius Secundus and Cn. Sen- The confute 
tius Saturninus, having, at the head of the city-guards, who feize the 
were under their command, feized on the forum, and the 
Capitol, aflembled the fenate, in order to deliberate about 
the moft proper meafures to be taken in fo critical a junc¬ 
ture. While they were aflembled, both the populace and 
foldiery, whom Caius had gained with the immenfe fums 
he diftributed amongft them, and the magnificent Ihows he 
exhibited almolt every day, cried aloud for vengeance. 

Thefe clamours fo terrified the fenate, that they were ready 
to pafs a decree, enafting, that the confpirators fhould be 
apprehended, and executed as traitors and enemies to their 
country ; when Valerius Afiaticus, a fenator of high qua- Valernu 
lity and reputation, rifing up, fpoke with great vehemence AW*'** 
againft thefe meafures; he commended the zeal of the brave jhc xiaf ^ 
patriots, who had delivered their country from fo cruel a ctm Jpi- 
tyrant; wifhing that the tyrant had fallen by his hand ; and raters, 
exhorted the fathers to defpife the clamours of the multi¬ 
tude. Thus animated, they, by an edi£l, which was or¬ 
dered to he read to the people, commanded them to return 
to their feveral employments, and the foldiery to keep 


within their camp. , , . „ _ . ...... 

Then the confpirators publicly owned the ha. Sentius 
Saturninus, one of the confuls,. hav^g with great zea an the 
ardour difplayed the benefits of liberty, and milenes of ty- /a5 . 
ranny, encouraged the fathers to refume their a"™"' au¬ 
thority, and to begin the exercife of that power, to which 
they alone had a juft claim, by conferringfuch honours iand 
f^yards on Chorea, as the eminent fervice he had rendered 
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Thefenate the republic well deferred. The fenators, thus encouraged, 
refalves it agreed to reftore Rome to her ancient liberty, and utterly 
Ktm/tt t0 *^ c authority of the Caefars. They fpent all that 

ter ancient day, ant * following night, in deliberating on the mea- 
tibtrty. fures to be taken for bringing about fo great a change, with¬ 
out kindling a civil war within the very walls of the city ; 
but parted, after long and warm debates, without deter¬ 
mining upon any. When the fenate rofe, Chserea, whom 
they had appointed commander of the city-guards, went to 
the confuls for the parole, who gave him the word Liberty. 
No fuch honour had been paid to the confuls ever fince the 
eftablilhment of the monarchy r . 

In the mean time, the foldiers in the camp took fuch 
meafures as utterly defeated thofe of the fenate. Claudius, 
who had been with Caius a few minutes before he was mur¬ 
dered, and was retired to a room in the palace called Her- 
maum, upon the firft alarm of his death, hid himfelf be¬ 
hind the hangings in a dark corner of the palace, whence 
he heard the noife of the foldiery, and faw fome of the 
- German guards pafs, with the head of Afprenas, which 
they carried in triumph. This light increafed his fright to 
fuch a degree, that he continued motionlefs in the fame 
plaee, fcarce daring to breathe, through fear of being dif- 
Thefel- covered, till a common foldier, running about the palace in 

etierj find quell of plunder, perceived his feet, and dragged him from 
Claudius-, j,j s hiding-place. Claudius, not doubting that the foldier 
deligned to murder him, threw himfelf on the ground, and 
begged for mercy t which the foldier, finding who he was, 
not only granted, but fainted him emperor, and carried 
him to his comrades, who, at his mitigation, honoured him 
hhm tTtZ ^ ame t *^ c ' They then placed him in a chair, and 

carried him upon their {boulders to the camp, the people, 

’ who imagined they were conveying him to execution, la¬ 
menting his misfortune; for he had hitherto done nothing 
that could deferve any man’s hatred. 

He was joyfully received in the camp ; ‘but, being natu¬ 
rally timorous, palled the night in no fmall apprehenfion f . 
He was inclined to refufe the empire s hut' king Agrippa, 
who bad juft interred the body of Caiu6, hearing the army 
deligned to raife Claudius to the fovereign power, encou¬ 
raged him to embrace the prefent opportunity -, and, leav¬ 
ing him in that refolt&ion, returned home. The foldiery, 
convinced that the ftate could not long fublift without an 
emperor, and reflecting, that it would prove far more ad- 

* Jofeph. Antiq. lib. x>k. cap. i, Sc «. Suet, in Calig. cap. jj. 
Rio, lib. la. p. 64 *. f Suet, in Claud, cap. jo. 
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vantageous for them to give, than to receive a fovereign, whntkt 
the very next day, the twenty-fifth of January, took an oath Jilditry 
of allegiance to Claudius, who promifed them fifteen fef- 
terces a man *. He was the firft emperor, as Suetonius oa !, h 
obferves, who diftributed money to the foldiers upon his 
acceffion to the empire; but his example was foil owed'by 
moft of his fucceflbrs. The people, who had expreffed rhetectU 
great joy upon the hopes of recovering once more their an- join the U- 
cient privileges, no fooner heard that Claudius was declared ditty. 
emperor by the army, than they approved, with loud ac¬ 
clamations, what had been done in the camp, and openly 
declared, that they had rather obey one prince than many 
tyrants. The fenate, however, perfifted in their former re- 
folution of aflerting the public liberty, and were even for 
making war againft Claudius ; but growing cooler, on ac¬ 
count of the differences that arofe amongft them, and not 
being able to come to an agreement, they fent for king 
Agrippa, to advife with him in the prefent emergency. 

The king, appearing in the fenate dreffed and perfumed, 
as if he had not been out of his houfe that day, aiked what 
was become of Claudius, as if he fufpc£ted him to have 
been murdered together with his nephew. The fenate in- The fettatt 
formed him of what had paffed, to which he pretended to a *?j e f. 
be an utter ftranger, and, at the fame time, aiked his ad- 
vice. The king protefted, that he was ready to facrifice 
his life to the glory of the fenate, and to the public li¬ 
berty j but, neverthelefs, darting innumerable difficulties, 
and exaggerating the dangers and evils of a civil war, he 
artfully endeavoured to deter them from having recourfe to 
arms. He told them, that, in his opinion, they were not 
in a condition to oppofe the pnetori'an guards; and tire re- 
fore advifed them rather to fend a deputation to Claudius, 
intreating him not to accept of the empire. This embaffy 
he offered to take upon himfelf. The fenate thanked him A deputa- 
for his zeal, accepted his offer, and difpatched him the u 

fame day to the camp, with two tribunes of the people, Ve- 
ranius and Bruchus. The tribunes conjured Claudius to 
fubmit to the authority of the fenate and people ; reminded 
him of the evils ted calamities which the republic had fuf- 
fered under the former tyrants; affured him, that the fe¬ 
nate had refolvcd, at all events, to attempt the recovery of 
their ancient privileges; and eameftly intreated him feri- 
oufiy to refle£f on the calamities attending a civil war, and 
die unhappy end. of Caius. 

a Jeftfh. Anti* lib. xix. cap. », Sc a. 
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ty&sdt a^aap impreffiomonrijd- 
nat'orally'dasaroiiB ; -.bat-A^pIp^-' 
“8udieBfi**t5i«sisff^ed hini to .feize tbepfo-* 

W:r . ..--j?} , pfl ip fof o djk fehfc-.with the fear*,,per* 

^iand inefeionoB of thefenate $ and exhorted hini- 
Ihe fenkwjtit the imperial power, and return an an^. 
fetp the.de|feties b^«®inii>g an emperor. Claudius.jfot? 


feiypir^d rather a^civil bjar th*h feibmit to the will of- 
oifoifeswi.•i^|ia. 4 p < jt« 1 in«I&£k declaring war * and accord*, 
in^ty/Claudi^s feqtng. acquainted with their refolution, be- 
gaatoput V 9 .icowlit^n to repel force with force. 

In the mean time thepeopte, fiirrounding the place where 
the.fenate was afTemj^ed, demanded with threats an em- 
fjferorj loudly declaring, that they would never acknowlege 
tj»e authority of the fenatc. This declaration frightened the 
ftuhef 3 to fetch a degree, that they immediately Separated j 
but the confuls fummoned them to meet again nest morn¬ 
ing, before break of d ay. Only a foul! number obeyed the 
fimrmons, fearce a hundred perfons, the reft being either 
retired into the country, or keeping clofe in their houfes, 
through fear of being infulted by the populace. • . 

5 SSffelle the fenators were deliberating how to-frulirateth^'i 
defigns of Claudius, the city guards, the only troops that 
rd^sj^d thefettate, joining the populace,, began to exclaim*. 
that^femarerpi^sttake whatmeafeiresthey thoughtproppp,* 
but ..fltg^j^rgwdre |®folvedr.teyield obedience to nony but 
an ciftp«$r^l$u defection put an end to the .deliberatfeni 
of the fenatey all thoughts of liberty were, laid afide, and 
Claudius, witfoth'c trfual ceremonies, was fainted emperor 
(D). After this decfeuraticdi the fenators haftened to the 
T' camp, 

(D) Several perfons were Mfouciaitusand the other*, ceaft, 
pfejgofed, all better qualified fed to folrcit for a-dignUyhth^:-,’ 
tbife ^laudidsj'*for\thar,high ( they knew they could nor.long 
'f^tjohj'V’tll'hiyiy,, Anpiua .Mi-,, enjoy... -Ch^rya didgll.that^'l 
krttciaims or yinfeisnuy,’' Vale* In-ftis powerho ppt a feopijp 
,iius A'fiiftichsj'*‘Wh*i h?d, hefeu dfeferrionW'dSfTbldiery,^' 

:hoth.. privy to the confpiracy 
qtgiuu'K " Cains, and Camillus 
Scrlbonianus, wb<frfevol«;<i tjife 
following year." In the'mean 
time the gladiators, on whom 
the fenate chiefly relied, and 
• the city-guards, went over in 
crouds to Claudius; fo that 



no purpofe; for while he 
encouraging, the few W| 

..mined y^exertthaipfefi_ 

"ffie defence of their liberties, 
inftead of liftening to him, they 
took up their ftandards, and, 
marching fword in hand out or 
the city, joined - their comrades 
m 
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The Roman Hiftory. 

camp, each of them driving to be the foremoft in paying 
his court to the new prince. The foldiery received them 
with infults, wounded fome, and would have killed the con- 
ful Pomponius Secundus, who had been the mod ftrenuous 
of all in the caufe of liberty, had they not been reltrained 
by Claudius, who received him with the greateft tokens.of 
refpeci, and placed him next to himfelf b . 

Claudius, being declared and acknowleged emperor, left 
the camp, accompanied by the fenate and prtetorian guards ; 
and, entering the city in triumph, offered a folemn facrifice 
in the Capitol, as a thankfgiving to the gods, who had thus 
raifed him to the empire. Then he withdrew to the palace, 
where he immediately fummoned a council to deliberate on 
his conduct with refpeft to thofe who had murdered Caius. 
He fecretly approved of the action, but as he thought it 
nearly concerned all princes, that the death of one fliould 
not pals unrevenged, with the advice of his friends he cauf- 
ed the brave Chterea (E), with Lupus, and.a few more, to 
be condemned and executed ; but pardoned the reli, and, 
amonglt them, Cornelius Sabinus, though he had afled a 
chief part in the murder of Caius ; but the brave tribune, 
grieved for the death of his friend Cha:rea, and fcorning to 
out-live him, laid violent hands on himfelf. After thefe ex¬ 
amples were made, the emperor palfed an a£f of oblivion 
with refpeft to all that had been tranfa&ed in the fenate, 
from the death of Caius to the time of his accefiion to the 
empire, and obferved it fo Ifriftly, that he even railed thofe 
to the lirft employments who had been the molt languine 
in the caufe of liberty. 

The fenate immediately decreed Claudius all the honours 
which they had conferred on other emperors; but he mo- 
deltly declined the greater part of, them, and forbad anyone 

h Jof. Antiq. lib. xix. cap. i , &i. Dio, p. 666. Suet- in Claud, 
cap. io. 
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in the camp of the prastorian 
guards. The fenate, feeing 
themfelves thus abandoned by 
all their troops, were forced to 
join the people and foldiery, 
and declare Claudius emperor ; 
which they did accordingly, 
decreeing him, at the fame 
time, all the titles annexed to 
the imperial dignityHow¬ 
ever, Chaerea and Sabinus con¬ 


tinued protefting, that they 
would rather fall by their own 
hands than fubmit to Claudius 
(<)• 

(E) Chxrea died with the 
conftancy of a true hero; but 
Lupus betrayed great marks of 
fear, notwithftanding the illuf- 
trious example he nad before 
his eyes. 


(i Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xix. cap. 3. Dio, p. 66 g. 
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to pay him divine worfliip, or ftyle him a god. Having a 
few days after he was declared emperor, married his daugh¬ 
ter Antonia to Cn. Pompeius, he would not fuffer the peo¬ 
ple to make any public rejoicings on that occafion, nor even 
on his own birth-day, or on the anniverfary of his acceilion 
to-the empire 1 . He no fooner began to exercife the au- 
- thority with which he was veiled, than he fuppreffed the 
law of majefty, which, under the two preceding emperors, 
had proved fatal to Rome. At the fame time he recalled all 
the exiles, eafed the people of the tributes with which Caius 
had loaded them, prohibited fuch as had any relations of 
their own, however diftant, to name him among their heirs; 
reftored the eftates which had been unjuftly feized by 
Tiberius and Caius to the owners, or their heirs ; and or¬ 
dered all the ftatues, which Caius had caufed to be brought 
to Rome from Greece, and other countries, to be reftored to 
the cities whence they had been taken (F). With thefe, and 
Is bth-ved innumerable other tnftanees of his clemency, juftice, and 
h the fee- affability, he gained the hearts of the people to fuch a de- 
f 1 *’ gree, that, upon a groundlefs report of his being afladinatcd, 
they raifed dreadful diftutbances in the city, calling the 
foldiers traitors, the fenate parricides, and loading with 
curfes and imprecations all whom they fufpefled to have 
been acceflary to his death. The tumult continued till the 
magiftrates affured the people from the roftra, that Clau- 
, dius was only gone to Oftia, whence he would return in a 
Ibort time *. 

His timer- The zeal which the people teftified on this, and feveral 
tufnefs. other occafions, for his fafety, was not fufficient to cure 
his natural timidity. Hi9 friends could not prevail upon 
him, during the ffirft month of his reign, to appear in the 
fenate, becaufe Caefar, tha diftator, had been murdered 
there. He caufed all whom he admitted to his prefence, 
to be firft carefully fearched, left they Ihould have fome 

‘Dio, p. S67. 669. '‘Siiet.inClatkI.cap.il. 

(F) When news of Caligula’s right t» difpofe of the empire 
death reached Gaul, feveral as the praetorian guards: but 
perfons of diftia&'xm in that Galba rejefted their offer with 
province folicited Servius Sul- indignation ; a refttfal which lb 
pirius Galba, who commanded pleated Claudius, that be re- 
<nt theKHme, »fei«r the fore- ceived him into the number of 
reigaty for faimfetf. The te- his intrawte friends, and ever 
gions offered to fupport him, after (hewed a particular lffec- 
thinking they had as good- a tion fur Mm (a), 

(•) Saet. to Oath. cap. 7. 
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■weapon concealed under their garments. It was a long 
time before he could, be perfuaded to excufe women, and 
even children, from being examined in a very rude and un¬ 
becoming manner. At public entertainments he was con- 
ftantly furrounded by his guards, whom he alfo obliged to 
attend him at table, dillrufting the domeftics even of, his 
moft intimate friends.. He never failed to vifit in perfon 
fuch of the fenators as were indifpofed ; but always fent his 
guards before to fcarch every corner of the boui'e *. Thefe 
unnecefi'ary and ridiculous precautions did not render him 
fo contemptible in the eyes of the multitude as the wealc- 
nefs and want of judgement which he betrayed in the admi- 
niftration of juilice. He was totally unqualified for that 
office, but neverthelefs could not be prevented from hearing 
and deciding the moft intricate caui'es ■, which ferved only 
to expofe him to public derilion, and often to infults, which 
he bore with incredible patience (G). 

In the firft year of his reign he enlarged the kingdom of 
Agrippa, by the addition of Judrea and Samaria, which had 
been formerly pofl’efled by his grandfather Herod the Gieat. 
To his brother Herod he gave the principality of Chalcis, at 
the foot of Mount Libanus ; and granted to both the privi¬ 
lege of entering the fenate, allowing Agrippa to appear 
there with confular, and Herod with pnetonan, ornaments-. 
He alfo reftored Mithridates, the Iberian, to his kingdom, 
Mithridates, the Cilician, to the kingdom of Bofporus, and 
Antiochus to that of Com agent: all thefe princes had been 
uniuftly deprived of their dominions by Cams. Scon after 
his acceffion to the empire he recalled bis two nieces, Agrip¬ 
pina and Julia, from the ifland of Pont.a, to which they 
had been confined by their brother Cams ; but his wife, 
Medalina, who governed him wish an abfolute fway,jealou 
of the power which Julia affumed, prevailed upon him.to 
fend her back to the place of her former baniftiment under 
pretence that fhe was guilty of adu tery, an e < 
crimes, which by the envious Meflahna were^ laidt.her 
charge, but never proved. The celebrated benetu had his 


i Suet, in Claud, cap. 35. 

Dio, p 670. 

(G) Suetonius relates, that 
a Greek pleading one day before 
him, not only reproached him 
with ignorance, but called him 
to his face an old fool; and that 


■» Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xix. cap. 4. 

a Roman knight, thinking liim- 
felf wronged by him, had the 
boldnefs to throw his penknife 
at him, which wounded him in 
the cheek(3). 


(j) Suet, in Claud, cap. 15. 
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fhareinthe misfortunes of the unhappy princefs, being, after 
his quseftorfhip, banifhed to the iiland of Corfica, upon a 
groundlefs fufpicion of a criminal converfation with her. 

This year the Romans gained fome advantages over the 
Mauritanians, who had taken arms to revenge the death of 
Ptolemy, their king, barbaroufly aflaflinated by Caius’s or¬ 
ders n . About the fame time Sulpitius Galba overcame the 
Catti, and P. Gabinius Secundus obtained a victory over 
the Marfi, two German nations. Gabinius, after his vic¬ 
tory, had the good fortune to difcover, and bring back with 
him to Rome, one of the eagles which the Germans had 
taken upon the defeat of Varus. For thefe viflories Clau¬ 
dius affirmed triumphal ornaments,and the title of emperor. 
Gabinius defeated likewife the Chauci, another German 
nation, and was allowed by Claudius, on account of his 
gallant behaviour on that occafion, to aflume the furname 
of Chaucius". 

In the following year, Claudius entered upon his fecond 
confulftiip, having for his colleague C Largus ; but held 
it only for two months : to whom he refigned the fa fees, 
we are no where told. Largus continued conful to the end 
of the year The emperor, when he firft aflembled the fe¬ 
rrate in quality of conful, caufed the fenators to bind thern- 
felves by a folemn oath, to obl'erve all the laws of Auguftus, 
and rook the fame oath himfeif; but would not allow any 
of the magillrates or fenators to lay themfelves under any 
obligation with regard to his own laws. This year, the 
Mauritanians were again defeated by Suetonius Paulinus, 
who extended his conqudls to the river Niger, which fe- 
parates Africa from Ethiopia. Cn. Hoffdius Geta, fuc- 
ceeding Paulinus in the command of the Roman troops in 
Africa, gave Salabes, the ( Mauritanian genera], two great 
overthrows ; which obliged the whole country to fubmit to 
the yoke. Claudius divided the kingdom of Mauritania 
into two provinces, the Cadariana and the Tingitr.na ; the 
former being fo called from Ctefar, a name at that time 
common to all the emperors ; and the latter from Tingis, 
the metropolis of that province. Both thefe provinces were, 
by the appointment of Claudius, governed by Roman 
koights. This year Claudius caufed a law to be paffed, 
commanding, that thofe who were appointed by the fenate 
to th$ government of provinces, fhould depart from Rome 
before the beginning of April; but the year following he 
allowed them to remain in Rome till the middle of that 
month. At the fame time he publifhed an edi£t, forbid- 

■ Tacit. Ann. lib. xi. cap. S. Dio, p. 670. ° Suet, in Claud, 

cap. *4. 
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tfing thofe whom he fhould charge with the government of 
provinces to return him thanks* as was cuftomary, in the 
fenate, fince they owed no obligations to him ; while he, 
on the contrary, was greatly indebted to them for eafing 
him of part of his burden p . 

The great famine which raged this year at R<yne, Claudius 
prompted Claudius to undertake the forming of a large and ™ ak '‘ a 
convenient haven at the mouth of the liber ; which work 
he happily completed, though Ctcfar the dictator, il fome t /ie Tiber. 
miftake has not crept into Suetonius, had many years be¬ 
fore attempted it in vain. It was an undertaking, fays 
Dio Caffius, worthy of the grandeur of the Roman empire: 
but the fucceffbrs of Claudius were not able to maintain it; 
fo that, foon after his death, it was filled with fand, and 
became entirely ufelefs s. Mf. the fame time, Claudius un¬ 
dertook the draining of the lake Fucinus in the country of 
the Marfi, and the conveying of its waters, by a deep canal, 
into the Tiber, ot rather the Liris ; in which work he em¬ 
ployed thirty thoufand men ior eleven years, but to no 


cilcci. 

This year Meflalina and Claudius’s freedmen began to 
abufc the prince’s weaknefs, and the too great power he al¬ 
lowed them, to the deltrucdion of fuch ol the nobility as 
gave them umbrage, or incurred their difplealure. lhe 
firft who fell by their treachery was Appius Silanus, a per- 
fon of great diftinction and known integrity. He lmt 
married /Emilia Lepida, grand-daughter of Julia the 
daughter of Auguftus, and h-d by her L. Junius S.lanns, 
to whom Claudius had betrothed his daughter OcLiv.a: 
upon the death of /Emilia Lepida, which happened this year, 
Claudius, who conlidered Silanus as his intimate 
perfuaded him to marry Dompia Lepida, mother of his 
own wife Meflalina ; but, to his great misfortune, the em- 
prefs, whofe lewdnefs knew no bounds, fell in love with h m 
herfelf, and was not alhamed to difclofe herpaflion. o a- 
nus rejeaed, with the utmoft indignation, her •nteft'ious 

felicitations; a repulfe which provoked her to fuch a de¬ 
gree, that lhe refolved upon his rum, and efieftedlit, with 
fhe ’affiftance of the freeman Nareiflus, in the foiling 
manner: Narciflas rulhed and to ld the 

morning by break of day, «i a g ^ £ d dreamed S il»- 
emperor, who was toll ‘"bed, Meflalina, as 

nus defigned to murder him that y y , 

had been agreed on between them, affured 

freedman’s account with furpnze and amazement, allured 


Lewdnefs 
of Mejja- 
lina. 


s Suet, in Claud, cap. to. 


P Dio, lib. lx. p. 6ji. 
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the emperor, that (he had been, for feveral nights together, 
alarmed with the fame dream. In the mean time Silanus, 
who had been, told the day before, that he was to wait 
upon the emperor at that hour, fuddenly came in ; and his 
appearance fo terrified Claudius, that, without any farther 
enquiries, he commanded him to be immediately feized, 
Death of and executed. The fame day he acquainted the fenate with 
Silanus. what had pafied, and was not afhamed publicly to return 
thanks to his freedman for watching over his fafety, even in 
his fleep r (H). 

The death of Silanus alarmed the nobility, who, finding 
their lives and eftates precarious under a weak prince, en¬ 
tirely governed by his wife and freedmen, refolved, by his 
death, to deliver themfelves from the dangers with which 
they were threatened. Anniq^Vinicianus, or, as Jofephus 
calls him, Minucianus, a principal aftor in the murder of 
Caius, and, after his death, had been, by the fenate, judged 
equal to the empire, was at the head of the confpiracv, 
•and drew into it Furius Camillus Scribonianus, governor of 
Dalmatia, who had been conful ten years before, and with 
Camillus him a great number of knights and fenators. Camillus, 

revolts, who was at the head of a powerful army, openly -avowed 

his defign ; and, by alluring his troops under his command, 
that he had nothing in view but to reftore Rome to her 
ancient liberty, perfuaded them to take an oath of allegiance 
to him. At the fame time, being well acquainted with 
Claudius’s timorou temper, he wrote a letter to him, filled 
with reproaches, and threatening him with a cruel death, 
if he did not immediately refign the empire, and, retiring 
to a private life, fave him the trouble and expence of mak- 

1 Sueton. in Claud, cap. 37. Dio, p.674. Tacit. Annal. lib. xi. 
cap. 37. 

(H) Suetonius tells us, rhat quently enquired what was be- 
the poor unmanly wretch was, come of thofe perfons who had 
at the lead apprehenlion of dan- been executed by his order : he 
ger, eafily put upon the mod fometimes lent to invite them 
cruel and fanguinary precau- to dine with him the next day, 
tions, fear getting the better of and was under the utmod con- 
his reafon and temper. When cern when informed of their 
returned to himfelf, he often death, proteding, with tears in 
tedified great grief and concern his eyes, that be had given no 
for the executions which he fuch orders (t). Thus was his 
had commanded in a fudden whole life governed by fears, 
fright, without knowing what and his fears were induenCed by 
he did or faid ; nay, he tre- his wives and freedmen. 

(1) Sueton. in Claud, cap, 37—39. 
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ing war againfl him. The emperor, terrified by this letter, 
affembled, in the utmoft confternation, his friends, to de¬ 
liberate whether he fhould refign the fovereign power to 
Camillus: but he was foon delivered from his fears ; for 
Camillus’s foldiers, not being able, by fome ftrange acci¬ 
dent, to remove their enfigns, when they were ordered to 
march out and meet their new emperor, began, upon that 
omen, to repent of their revolt; and being perfuadcd that 
the gods difapproved of it, fell upon their officers, and cut 
moll of them in pieces. Camillus himfelf efcaped to the 
ifland of Ilia, on the coafl of Dalmatia, where he was 
itabbed, in the arms of his wife Junia, by a common fol- 
dier named Volaginus, after he had borne the title of em¬ 
peror five days ". 

Upon his death, mofl of the confpirators, and among 
the reft Vinicianus, deftroyed themfelves: fome were feized 
and executed ; and others, by purchafing with large fums 
the favour of Meffalina, and the emperor’s freedmen, never 
were enquired after ; while many innocent knights and fe- 
nators were, under colour of being concerned in the con- 
fpiracy, ftripped of their eftates by the rapacious MefF.ilina 
and Narciffus, and either fent into banifhment, or executed 
without mercy. The courage and refolution of Arria is 
celebrated by molt of the ancient writers : Ihe was wife 
of Crecina Paetus, of confular rank, who, having joined 
Camillus, was feized in Dalmatia, and fent to he tiied at 
Rome. Arria being, by the mercilefs foldiers, denied the 
fatisfa£tion of attending her hufband in the fame veflel, 
followed him in another; and, arriving at Rome, tin re 
publicly reproached Junia, the wife of Camillus, with want 
of courage, and conjugal affection, in living alter fbe had 
feen her hulband inhumanly pj ordered in her arms. Her 
friends, concluding from thence, that Ihe was relolved not 
to outlive her hufband, watched her day and night ; but 
Ihe, to convince them that all their precautions were to no 
effeft, beat her head againft the wall with fueli violence, 
that her friends believed her dead. However, fhe reco¬ 
vered ; but finding fhe could not, with all her intceli. (for 
Ihe was in great favour with Meffalina), five her hidb.utd, 
and that he had not the courage to fall by his own hand, 
ihe took a dagger, plunged it into her own brcalt, and, 
pulling it out again, prefented it to her hulband, laying, 
“ Non dolet; I don’t feel if” Otho, father to the em¬ 
peror of that name, being appointed the fucceffor ot a- 


* Sueton. in Claud, cap. 13. 
Tacit. Iiift. lib. ii. cap. 75. 


Dio, p. 674 - Plin. lib. iii. epift. 16. 
t Plin. lib. iii. epift. 16. 
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tnlllus, in the Command of the troops in Dalmatia, ordered 
all thofe foldiers to be put to death who had any concern 
in the murder of their officers, although he well knew that 
Claudius had approved of what they had done. His beha¬ 
viour, on this occafion, difpleafed the emperor: but Otho 
foon regained his favour by difcovering a confpiracy formed 
againft him by a Roman knight, who was convifted and 
thrown headlong from the Tarpeian rock, by a fentence of 
the confuls and tribunes of the people 

The following year, Claudius was the third time conful, 
having for his colleague L. Vitellius, the fecond time conful. 
At this period Claudius deprived the Lycians of their liber¬ 
ty, to terminate the differences that reigned amongft them, 
and to punifh them for having, in a tumult, put fome Ro¬ 
man citizens to death w . Iheir country was added to the 
province of Pamphylia *. Meffalina, abufing the abfolute 
fway (he had over her weak hufband, perfuadcd him, by her 
malicious infmuations, firfltoput to death his niece Julia, 
the daughter of Germanicus, whom he had banifhed the 
year before to the ifland of Pontia ; and afterwards Julia the 
daughter of Drufus, and grand-daughter o'f Tiberius: file 
was likewife niece of Claudius, being the daughter of his 
fiftcr Liviila. They were both condemned and executed, 
fays Suetonius, without being allowed to defend themfelves, 
though no perfon could prove the chatge that was brought 
againft them. However, the latter Julia well dcferved, on 
another account, the fate that overtook her ; for flic was 
chiefly inftrumental, as we have related before, in the ruin 
of her hufband Nero, the fon of Germanicus. When Clau¬ 
dius quitted his confulfhip, the fenate decreed him trium¬ 
phal ornaments; which induced him to engage in fome en- 
terprize, that might entitle him to a real triumph. The 
theatre he chofe for his warlike exploits was Britain, at that 
time haraffed with civil wars. 

Beric, a Britifh prince, having been expelled from the 
ifland by a contrary fa&ion, repaired to Rome, and im¬ 
plored the afliftance of Claudius, who refolved to reftore 
him, and even to make a conqueft of the country. With 
this view he ordeted A. Plautius into Britain, with the le¬ 
gions that were under his command in Gaul. The legions 
at firft refufed to embark in an expedition to'a country 
which they confidered as a diftind world : but the mutiny 
was at length appealed by the difcreiion and addrefs of 
Plautius, who fhipped them at GefToriacum, now Boulogne, 


“ Sueton. in Oth. 

p. 676. 


w Sueton. cap. 25. 


* Dio, 
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and landed on the coaft of Kent without oppofition : for 
the brothers, Caraflacus and logadumnus, who ruled the 
Cattivellauni, and had expelled Beric, chief of the Dobuni, 
wete actually prepared to give the Romans a warm recep¬ 
tion 5 being informed of the mutiny among the legions, 
they retired from the fea-fide, and thus afforded an oppor¬ 
tunity to Plautius of landing unmolefted. This general ad¬ 
vanced by the fame route which Julius Caffar had formerly 
taken, as far as the river Thames, which he eroded, and in 
Oxfordfhire defeated the brothers in two fuccetlive battles. 
Caraftacus, after a third unfuccefsful effort, retreated along 
the banks of the river Thames, and another battle enfuing 
in the neighbourhood of London, his brother was (lain, 
and his army routed with great daughter. Plautius having 
given the emperor notice of the progrefs he had made, 
Claudius immediately embarked at Offia in the latter end 
of July, for Marfeilles, and marching by land to Bolougne, 
where he took fhipping, landed, with a eonfidcrnble rein¬ 
forcement, at the Portus Rutapinus, now called Sand¬ 
wich. He forthwith proceeded to the hanks of the Thames, 
on which Plautius was encamped, and the forces being 
joined, crofled the river in the face of the Britons, who 
•difputed his paffage with great bravery. From thence he 
advanced into the country of the Trinobantes, and took 
their capital Camulodunum, now called Malden, in Effex. 
All the Belgic Britons fubmitted ; but Caraftacus Hill kept 
the field at the head of the Cattivellauni: Claudius having 
difarmed thofe that fubmitted, and reduced a good number 
of petty ftates to obedience by force of arms, was faluted 
imperator by the legions *, and the vanquifhed Britons 
eredted temples to him, ranking him among the number 
of their deities. Thus loaded with glory, which he owed 
entirely to the valour and cod duct of his general, he re¬ 
turned to the continent, after having flayed fixteen days in 
Britain. He entered Italy on the fide of Lombardy, and 
embarking at the mouth of rhe Po, returned by fea to Rome, 
in the confulfhip of L. Qirintius Crifpinus, and M. Statilius 
Taurus; having been abfent about fix months r . 1 he fe- 
nate decreed him a triumph, with the furnanre of Britan- 
nicus to him and his fon ; befides two triumphal arches, 
one at Rome, and the other in Gaul, on the fpot where he 
embarked for Britain. Farther, to encourage the emperor 
and his lieutenants to purfue their conquelts, they decreed, 
that all the treaties made by them fhould have the fame 

force as if made by'the fenate and people of Rome . Clau- 

r Dio, p. <8*. Suet, in Claud. z Dro, p. 6io, & feq. 

V r A diu*. 
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dius, afrer his triumph, reftored to the fathers the pro* 
vinces of Achaia and Macedon, which thenceforth began 
to be governed again by proconfuls *. He likewife ho¬ 
noured M. Julius Cottius, prince of the Alps called Cottiae, 
with the title of king, and enlarged his barren territories ; 
butdeprived the Rhodians of their liberty for crucifying fome 
Roman citizens, yet he reftored it to them nine years after, 
in the fifty-third year of the Chriflian sera. 

The next confuls were M. Vinicius,whom Claudius raifed 
to that dignity, though he had caufed his wife Julia, the 
daughter of Getmanicus, to be put to death, and T. Stati- 
lius Taurus Corvinus. As the city was filled with ftatues, 
Claudius enaifted a law, forbidding any new ones to be 
eredled within the walls of Rome, without the confent of 
the fenate ; and, at the fame time, ordered many that were 
already raifed to be taken away. He punifhed with great 
feverity fome governors of provinces, who had been guilty 
of opprellion ; and enabled feveral wholefome laws for 
bringing fuch to juftice as fhould, for the future, be guilty 
of the fame peculation ; ordering all governors to return to 
Rome when the time of their command expired, toanfwer 
the complaints that might be brought againft them. The 
prerogative of granting leave to fenators to travel out of 
Italy, which Auguftus had lodged in the fenate, he claimed 
himfelf, and obliged the fenate to confirm by a decree. 

In the following confulate o( Valerius Afiaucus and M. 
Junius Silanus, died M. Vinicius, brother-in-law to Clau¬ 
dius, being poifoned by Mefialina. He was a man of a 
mild temper, and lived retired, interefting himfelf only in 
the affairs of his family; but, to his misfortune, the lewd 
Meffalina conceived a violent paffion for him, and poifoned 
him, becaufe he could not, by any folicitations, be prevail¬ 
ed upon to injure Claudius b . Afinius Gallus, the fon of 
Agrippina, Tiberius’s firft wife, confpired this year againft 
the emperor, with a defign to feize the fovereign power; 
but the plot being difeovered, Claudius only condemned 
him to banifhment, as a perfon from whom he had nothing 
to apprehend. He was of a very low ftature, ill-fhaped, 
deformed, ugly, and fo inconfiderate, that he had afpired 
to the fovereignty, though deftitute of friends and money, 
upon the bare fuppofition, that he fhould be immediately 
acknowleged by the people on account of his noble de- 
feent. This generous behaviour in Claudius was highly 
commended by perfons of all ranks ; and no lefs pleafing to 
the Romans was the decree which he paffed in the fenate. 


“ Suet. cap. 15- 


b Dio, p. 683. Suet. lib. v. cap. 13- 
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forbidding freedmen to appear in judgement againft their 
patrons, and empowering their former mailers to deprive 
them of their liberty, and bring them back to the chain, 
when they proved ungrateful, or gave any juft motive of 
complaint. 

Next year Claudius was conful the fourth time with Lu¬ 
cius Vitellius, the third time conful; but after two months 
the emperor refigned that dignity, and took upon him the 
office of cenfor, choofmg for his colleague Liu ins Vitellius 
already conful, who, as we have obftrved, podefied a won¬ 
derful talent for flattery (I). In the difeharge of this im¬ 
portant office, Claudius performed form* things highly com¬ 
mendable, but in others gave fuch inft.mces of weakntfs, 
and want of underftanding, as expofed him to public deri- 
fion. He publifhed above twenty edidls in one day, molt 
of them trifling and ridiculous (K). 

This year was remarkable for the death of feveral perfons 
of great diftinftion, whom Claudius, at the inftigation of 
Meflalina, caufed to he executed. Cn. Pompeius Magnus, 


(I) He left no method un¬ 
tried, fays Suetonius, to infi- 
nuate himl'elf into the favour of 
Claudius: obferving him en¬ 
tirely addicted to his wife Mef- 
falina, and his freedmen, he 
begged of the former, as the 
greateft favour file could beftovv 
upon him, that {he would grant 
him the honour of pulling off 
her fhoes. Meflalina highly 
pleafed to fee a man of his qua¬ 
lity and parts proud of that of¬ 
fice, granted him his reejueft; 
and Vitellius, the firft time he 
difeharged his honourable em¬ 
ployment, carried away one of 
her fhoes, and wore it conftantly 
in his bofom, not being afhamed 
to pull it out in public, and of¬ 
ten kifs it. The golden images 
ot Pallas and Narciflus, the em¬ 
peror’s favourite freedmen, he 
worfhipped among his houfhold 
gods. When Claudius enter¬ 
tained the people with the fecu- 
■ar games, fo called, becaufe 
I hey were exhibited but once 


in a century, his compliment to 
him was, “ Saepe facias! may 
you many times exhibit thelc 
fports !” Not only Claudius, 
who was a weak prince, but his 
wives and freedmen, were fo 
enchanted with the grofs and 
fulfome flattery of this fawning 
Have, that they not only railed 
him to the firft employments m 
the empire, but likewife pro¬ 
moted his two fons, whom lie 
hyd the fatisfadtion to fee con- 
fills in the fame year, the one 
fucceeding the other. His el¬ 
der fon was afterwards raifed to 
the empire (i )■ 

(K) By one of them, for tn- 
flance, he warned the fenate and 
people to take care, that their 
wine-veffels were well pitched, 
fince there was that year great 
plenty of grapes; by another 
he acquainted them, that the 
juice of the yew-tree was the 
beft remedy againft the fling ot 
a viper. 


(i) Sueton. in Vitell. 


Claudius 

cenjor. 


Vr. of FI. 

*3«S. 
A. D. 4.7. 
U. C. 796. 


Cn. Pum- 
pttus jut It 
death. 
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who had married Antonia, the emperor’s elded daughter, 
fell the fird. He was of an illudrious family, but not de- 
fcended from Pompey the Great. His credit with the 
prince, his high rank, and extraordinary parts, by giving 
umbrage to Meflalina, occcafioned his ruin. He was con¬ 
demned, and had his head cut off by a foldier fent for that 
purpofe, without even knowing that he was accufed: fo 
great and abfolute was the fway which Meflalina had ac¬ 
quired over her weak, timorous, and credulous hufband. 
At the fame time Craffus, the father of Pompeius, and his 
mother Scribonia, were, by order of Claudius, put to death, 
though the former entirely refembled him, being, to ufe 
the expreffion of Seneca, as great a monder as himfelf, and 
therefore no lefs qualified to be emperor'. 

Many knights and fenators of rank were, after the death 
of Pompeius, accufed of confpiring againd the prince, fome 
Valerius of whom Claudius pardoned j but Valerius Afiaticus was 
JjtutifM profecuted without mercy, becaufe he poffefied, and had 
***** embcllifhed with extraordinary magnificence, the fine gar¬ 
dens of JLucullus, which Meflalina wilhed to poflefs. He 
was charged with a defign of withdrawing into Gaul, to 
excite his countrymen to a revolt; for he was a native of 
Vienne, and had very powerful connexions in that pro¬ 
vince. He was accufed by Sofibius, preceptor to Britan- 
nicus, who eafily prevailed upon the weak and timorous 
prince to fecure his life and empire by the deilruXion of 
his pretended enemy and rival. Crifpinus, commander of 
the pnctorian guards, was immediately difpatched with a 
body of foldiers to feize him at Baiae; from whence he hur¬ 
ried him to Home in chains. 

His trial. He was tried, not in the fenate, but in the emperor’s 
chamber, in prefence of Meflalina : however, he pleaded 
his caufe with fuch eloquence and energy, that he forced 
tears from Claudius, and even from Meflalina : but the em- 
prefs, fearing pity and tendernefs Ihould get the betier of 
her other paffions, left the room, and whifpered L. Vitel- 
lius in the ear, not to let the accufed efcape *. As Valerius 
declared, that he had never before feen any of the wit- 
nefles who were produced againft him, Sofibius at lalt pro¬ 
duced one, who, he faid, was well acquainted with him. 
He had informed his evidence, that Valerius was bald t and 
therefore, upon his entering the room, he defiled him, in 
the firft place, to tell them which was Valerius Afiaticus. 
“ I have been long acquainted with him, and that is he,” 

c Suet. cap. 2g. Dio, p. 679. Senec. Lud. in Claud, 

Ann. lib. xi. cap. 1. Dio, p. 6*5. 


<* Tacit. 
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faid the witnefs, pointing at another bald perfon, who 
happened to be prefent. This circumftance convinced 
Claudius, that Afiaticus was free from guilt; but, while 
he was deliberating about clearing him, the treacherous 
Vitellius, throwing himfelf at his feet, and recounting the 
great fervices of Afiaticus to the commonwealth, of his.at- 
tachment to Antonia,, the prince’s mother, and his gallant 
behaviour in the late Britilh expedition, intreated him with 
great emotion, to difplay his mercy, by granting to fo 
worthy and deferving a citizen the free choice of bis own 
death. Claudius, without farther confideration, complied 
with his requett; which was, in effeiT, condemning Afia¬ 
ticus, who thereupon opened his veins, and bled to 
death'(L). 

As the pleaders at this time exatted exorbitant Ices from 
their clients, and often of'both parties, a complaint of this 
grievance being exhibited by Caius failius, confui eledf, the 
whole fenate concurred, and demanded that the Cincian 
law might be revived, enjoining, that no man ibould, for 
pleading a caufe, accept of any gift or payment. '1 he de¬ 
mand of the fenate was, with great vehemence, promoted 
by Silius, and with equal ardor oppofed by the pleaders. 

e Tacit. Ann. lib. xi. cap. 3. 


He is con¬ 
demned by 
the trea¬ 
chery of 
Vitellius . 


Claudius 
fupports 
the plead- 


(L) He behaved with great 
firmnefs and intrepidity. After 
his condemnation, he conti¬ 
nued his ufual exercifes, walk¬ 
ing, bathing, and even fupping 
chearfully ; telling his friends, 
that it would have been more to 
his credit to have fallen by the 
craft of Tiberius, or the fury 
of Claudius, than thus to perilh 
by the dark devices of a wo¬ 
man, and the treachery of fuch 
a bale and prollitute fycophant 
as Vitellius. After (upper he 
viewed his funeral pile, and 
ordered it to be removed to an¬ 
other place, left the heat and 
fmoke fhould hurt his trees. 
Finally, he opened his veins, 
without betraying theleaft con¬ 
cern,' and bled to death. Mel- 
ialina, not fatisfied with the 
rum of Afiaticus, fuborned per¬ 
il) Tacit. Ann. 


fons, who urged Poppa-a. with 
whom he was fuppoted to carry 
on a criminal conversion, to 
deprive herfelfot life, to avoid 
the difgrace of a fhameful im- 
prifunment, with which they 
threatened her. The etnpetor 
was fo totally forgetful ot her 
unhappy end, that her hufband 
Scipio being a few' days alter.at 
table with him, he afked him 
why he came without his wife. 
Scipio anfwcred, that file was 
dead ; but dared not mention 
the particulars ot her death. 
Afterwards two illufti ions Ro¬ 
man knights, furnamed 1 etrte, 
were accufed and condemned, 
becaufe one of them had a 
dream, which was luppofed to 
portend fome misfortune, either 
fo Claudius, or the empire (1). 


lib. xi. cap. i. 


■Claudius 
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Claudius favoured the latter; and therefore the fenate, in- 
ftead of fubjecting them, as they defigned, to the penalties 
of the law againft extortion, if they took any fee, or even 
prefent, for pleading, contented themfelves with fettling 
their fees, which were not to exceed the value of two hun¬ 
dred and fifty crowns, and declaring thofe who were not fa- 
tisfied with that fum, guilty of extortion f . 

In the fame year the Cherufci, who inhabited the pre¬ 
fent city of Brunfwick, had recourfe to Claudius for a king, 
who fent them Italicus, fon to Tilavius the brother of the 
famous Arminius. Italicus was born at Rome, and edu¬ 
cated after the Roman manner; a circumftance which in¬ 
duced the Cherufci, though they received him at fitll with 
great joy, to take arms, and drive him from the throne. 
He was afterwards reftored by the Lotigobards, and, being 
fupported by them, opprefled, in a mod tyrannical manner. 
Wars in the Cherufcan date. At the fame time Sanguinius, go- 
Cermany. vernor of Lower Germany, being dead, the Chauci made 
incurfions into that province ; but Cn. Domitius Corbulo, 
the greateft commander of his age, who fucceeded Sangui¬ 
nius, obliged them to retire, purfued them into their own 
country, and would have compelled them to fubmit to the 
Roman yoke, had not Claudius, who feared Corbulo more 
than he dreaded the Germans, put a flop to his conquclts, 
and ordered him to lead back all the Roman forces over the 
Rhine. As he had taken great pains to reltore the ancient 
difeipline amongft the legions, whom he found utter 
jflrangers to military toils, that they might not rclapfe into 
a habit of idlenefs, he employed them in digging a canal 
thrce-and-twentymileslongbetweentheMeufeandtheRhine, 
to receive the high tides, and prevent inundations {M). 
The emperor granted Corb,ulo triumphal ornaments, though 
he would not allow him to profecute the war. He was fuc¬ 
ceeded by Curtius Rufus, who, though of a mean ex¬ 
tradition, arrived at the confular dignity, commanded armies, 
and died proconful of Africa E (N). Towards the end of 

the 

f Tacit. Annal. lib, xi. cap. 5—8. S Tacit. Antial, lib. xi. 

cap. >0. 

(N) He was, according to 
fome writers, the fon of a gla¬ 
diator. He was, lays Tacitus, 
a fervile flatterer of thofe above 
him, but arrogant to his infe¬ 
riors : he lived to a great age, 

(1) Buch. de Belg. lib. iv. 


(M) A modern writer rakes 
this to'be the canal known at 
prefent by the name of Fliet, 
which extends train Sluys on 
the Meule to Leyden on the 
Rhine (1). 


arrived 
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the year, Aulus Plautius, returning from Britain, was re¬ 
ceived by Claudius with great marks of diftinflion, and ho¬ 
noured with an ovation, the emperor aihfting in that cere¬ 
mony, and yielding to him the mod honourable place h . 

He had fubdued the Dobuni, Ancalites, and Trinobantes, 
who inhabited Gloucefterlhire, Oxfordfirirc, Middlefcx, and 
Efl'ex: while FI. Vefpafian his fecond or affcflor, was em¬ 
ployed in reducing the maritime places fettled by Bclgic 
colonies from the promontory of Kent to the extremity of 
Cornwall. In this expedition he gained thirty battles, made 
himfclf mailer of the Hie of Wight, and, befides the con- 
queil of Hamplhire, Wiltfhire, and Somcrfetfhirc, l'ub- 
je£ted the Belgre and Durotiigcs, two powerful nations, 
who, though colonies from the continent, had adopted the 
manners of the old Britons. P. Oftorius Scapula fucceeded 
Plautius in the government of Britain, of whom we fliall 
have occafion to fpeak hereafter (O). 

The following year Aulus Vitellius, afterwards emperor, 
and Lucius Vipfanius Poplicola, being confuls, Claudius, 
in quality of cenfor, created feveral new patrician families, 
moll of thofe which had been raifed to that dignity by Ilo- 
mulus, L. Brutus, Julius Csefar, and Augullus, being ex- 
tin£l. He likewife fupplied the vacancies in the fenate, in- Gaub ai . 
troducing into that body fome AUduans, that is, natives of mined ini* 
Autun in Gaul, and promoting a decree of the fenate, qua- the Jaunt. 
lifying fuch of the Gauliflr nobility as were Roman citizens, 
to be admitted to the fenatorial dignity. Such fenators as 
were of infamous chara£lers he degraded; but proceeded 
in this tranfaftion with great lenity, advifing them to refign 
their dignity, that their voluntary abdication might veil the 
infamy of their expulfion. For tbefe regulations, the con- 
ful Vipfanius propofed, that Clapdius ihould be ityled the 
father of the fenate s but he modeftly declined that title. 


k Suet. cap. »4~ Bi°> p.^S- 


arrived at the confulate, ob¬ 
tained triumphal ornaments, 
and was in the end proconful of 
Africa. This, according to 
fome authors, is the Quintus 
Curtius, whofe hillory of the 
exploits of Alexander the Great 
has reached us. 

iO) About this time a Ro¬ 
man knight, named Cneius No¬ 
nius, was discovered armed with 


a dagger, among thofe who 
were paying their refpecls to 
the prince. When put to the 
rack, he confeffed his delign of 
murdering the emperor; but, 
though cruelly tortured, would 
never difeover his accomplices, 
nor even the motives, which 
had urged him to that at¬ 
tempt (1). 


(i) Tacit. Annal. lib. xi. cap. *3• 


He 
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He then numbered the citizens, who amounted to fix mil¬ 
lions nine hundred thoufand i 1 . 

This year Claudius was acquainted with the diforders of 
his wife MeiTalina. She was the daughter of Valerius Mefc 
fa!a Barbatus, the emperor’s coufin, and of Domitia Lepida, 
thp grand-daughter of M. Antony, and Otflavia, Auguftus’s 
filler; fo that Ihe was Augullus's great-niece as Claudius 
was his great-nephew k . We have related fevcral inftances 
of her cruelty, which, however great, fell Ihort of her 
monftrous lewdnefs. Her chief favourite was Caius Silius, 
the moll comely young man in Rome, with whole graceful 
perfon lhe was fo enchanted, that Ihe obliged him to divorce 
his wife Silana. Silius was not infenfible of his crime, 
and the fate which threatened him ; but to withftand Mef- 
falina was prefent deltruclion. He therefore complied with 
her vicious inclination; and the emprefs, far from purfuing 
her amour, privately, openly frequented his houfe with a 
numerous train, accompanied him incefiantly abroad, and 
loaded him with wealth and honours. After fome time, 
Silius, apprehenfive of the dangers that hung over him, 
and judging they were only to be averted by dangerous re¬ 
medies, told the emprefs, without difguife, that they were 
gone too far to wait for the prince’s death; that defperate 
attempts were the only fecurity in glaring guilt; that he 
had accomplices at hand, and was ready to marry her, and 
adopt Germanicus. This propofal, bold beyond all example, 
and almoft all belief, Meualina applauded ; and a few days 
after, the emperor being gone to Oltia to affilt at a facrifice, 
flie married Silius, with ali the ufual folemnities, in the 
face of the fenate, of the equeilrian order, of the whole 
people, and foldiery (P; *. 

i Tacit. Annal. lib. xi. cap. 15. x Senec. Lud. in Claud, p. 478, 
I Tacit.ibid. cap. 16. Suet. lib. v. cap. 16. Dio, p. 684. 


(P) Tacitus, Suetonius, and 
Dio Caffius, who relate this me¬ 
morable incident, being apprif- 
ed how fabulous it would ap¬ 
pear, that the emperor’s wife 
mould, in his life-time, dare 
loefpoufe auother hulband, and 
celebrate with him, in the face 
of the city, the nuptial feails, 
declare, that, how incredible it 
may feem, they only recount 


what is unqueftionably- true, 
and what they had learnt from 
the living or written teftimony 
of their fathers Suetonius tells 
us, that Meffalina induced 
Claudius himfelf to fign the 
marriage-contraft, as if it were 
only diflembied to avert the ca¬ 
lamities which certain prodigies 
portended to hang over his 
head (1). 


(1) Suet, cap. 29. 


Horror 
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Horror feized the prince’s family, elpecially thofe who' 7^, eTn p t . 
hore the chief fway in it : they dreaded nothing lo much rorhac- 
ss a revolution which would put an end to their power-, painted 
but when they recollected the ftupidity of Claudius, his w,U: /,eT 
blind attachment to his wife, and the many eminent per- 
foils facrificed to her fury, tlieir own apprehenlions deter¬ 
red them from acquainting him with his public ignominy. 

Calliftus and Pallas, the reigning favourites, were Hill for 
diflembling the emprefs’s enormities, and reftr lining her, 
by private menaces, from keeping company with her adul¬ 
terer- Narciflus thought the emperor lhould be immedi¬ 
ately acquainted with the infamous conduit of his wife. 

He prevailed, by gifts and promifes upon Calpurnia and 
Cleopatra, two courtefans in high favour with Claudius, to 
undertake the difeovery. Calpurnia, while the emperor 
was (till at Oltia, upon the firlt occafion of her being with 
him in private, falling at his feet, cried out, “ Meflalina 
has married Silius and at the fame time appealed for the 
truth of this information to Cleopatra, who was prefent, 
and confirmed what fhe had faid. Claudius, Hruck with 
amazement, ordered Narciflus into his prefence, who, in¬ 
treating pardon for having concealed the diforders of his 
wife, told him, that he was in a Hate of divorce; that it 
was what all men knew ; that the nuptials had been cele* 
brated in the face of the city ; and that Meflalina s new huf- 
band, if effectual means were not immediately taken, would 
be fovereign of Rome. He then fent for his molt trufly 
friends, particularly Turranius, who was charged with the 
care of providing the city with corn, and Luhus Geta, com¬ 
mander of the prxtorian guards, who allured him of the 
marriage, and infilled upon his proceeding without delay 
to the camp, that he might, by/ecunng the prxtorian co¬ 
horts, confult his prefervation before his revenge. Claudius 
was fo confounded and difmayed, that he often alked whe¬ 
ther he was Hill emperor ; whether Silius was yet a pn- 


' In Tire mean time MelTalina indulged herfelf, without the 
leaft apprehenfion, in all manner of diverf.ons, not imagin¬ 
ing that any perfon would dare to difelo e er ’ or 
the emperor, over whom Ihe had fo powerfula 
it was then the middle of autumn, Hie exhibited in her houfe 

a reprefentation of the vintage, in wine. er of mock 

Silius, perfonated Bacchus, attended by a. cho r of mock 
priefts and priefteffes, among whom was flowins: 

with a thyrfus in her hand, and her hair o ^ 

but, in the midft of their joUity and 
e.\pe£tedly arrived with tidings, that Claudius was pp 
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of all their proceedings, and approached with full purpofe 
to facrifice them to his vengeance. The company imme¬ 
diately difperfed in the utmoft confternation ; Meflalina re¬ 
tired to the gardens of Lucullus, and Silius, who was then 
praetor, and conful elect, in order to difl'emble his fear, re- 
fumed the offices of the forum. Meflalina, finding no 
other refource, refolved to quit her retirement, and boldly 
meet her hulband, not doubting that fhe ffiould be able to 
avert the ftorm, if fhe could only obtain a hearing. She 
ordered her fon Britannicus, and her daughter Oftavia, to 
go and embrace their father, to implore his mercy for his 
injured wife : (he befought Vibidia, the oldeft Veftal, of 
whom Claudius entertained a high opinion, to a£t the fame 
part She herfelf paffed through the city on foot, attended 
only by three perfons, not one fhewing the leaft feeling for 
her difgrace. When fhe was without the walls, not being 
able to purfue her journey on foot, and finding no other 
convenience ihe was glad to be taken up by a gardener in his 
dung-cart, in which, being entirely forfaken, fhe took the 
road to Oftia. 

The emperor was not yet recovered from his fright; but 
flill inceffantly alking, whether Silius was yet acknowleged 
emperor: helikewife betrayed no fmall apprehenfion of Get a, 
commander of his guards : NarcifTus, who entertained the 
fame diltruft, fuggelted to the emperor, that there was no 
other expedient to preferve him, than the transferring the 
command of his guards upon one of his freedmen for that 
day only; and he offered to take that charge upon himl'elf. 
Claudius readily agreed to his propofal; and NarcifTus, now 
commander of the praetorian cohorts, feated himfelf in the 
emperor’s carriage to prevent L. Vitellius and P. Largus 
Ciecina, who were alfo w.’th the emperor, from interced¬ 
ing in favour of Meflalina. Upon the road, Claudius fome- 
times broke out into bitter invedtives againft Meflalina, at 
other times expreffed compaflion for her, and their com¬ 
mon children. Vitellius uttered nothing, but ‘‘ O heinous! 
Oh the iniquity!” which words might be interpreted"equally 
againft Meflalina and her accufers. NarcifTus urged him to 
fpeak plain ; but Vitellius flill anfwered indirectly, and in 
terms that might be differently conftrued : his example was 
followed by Largus Cxcina. 

As they approached the city, Meflalina unexpectedly ap¬ 
peared in the. road, crying aloud, and befeeching Claudius, 
with many tears, to have fome regard to the mother of 
O&avia and Britannicus. NarcifTus no fooner faw her, 
than, to drown her cries, he began to exclaim with great 
vehemence againft the impudent and bold conduct of Si- 



The Roman tiiflory. 

fius, and the abominations of Meflalina; and, to divert the 
prince from feeing her, delivered to him a writing, con- 
taming a detail of her proftitmiotts. As the emperor was 
entering Rome, fome attempted to prefent to him his chil¬ 
dren by her ; but Narciflus ordered them to be taken away; 
P e “uld not, however, remove Vibidia, who itrenuoufly 
minted, that the emperor’s wife fliould not be condemned 
without being heard ; fo that Narciflus was obliged to allure 
her, that Meflalina would have every opportunity of clear* 
ing herfelf. He then advifed the Veftal to withdraw, and 
attend the facred functions of her office. Claudius fpoke 
not a word, and Vitellius pretended to be amazed; fo that 
Narciflus direfted all things. By his command, the houfe 
of the adulterer was opened, and the emperor carried thither. 

As he entered the porch, Narciflus pointed out the ftatue 
of Silius the father, though the fenate had, by a decree, 
ordered it to broken. In the houfe he ffiewed him the 
rich furniture of the imperial palace, the monuments of his 
wife’s proftitution and his own difgrace. Having thus 
wrought him up to fury and revenge, he led him without 
delay to the camp, where he made a fhort fpeech to the 
foldiery, who, with one voice, demanded that the criminals 
might be immediately put to death. Silius, and fevcral 
others, whom Narciflus had arrefted, were brought before 
the imperial tribunal ; and being convi&ed as accomplices 
of Meffalina’s proflitutioiis, were all dragged to execution. 
Silius, without offering any thing in his defence) only 
begged they would difpatch him fqon. Mnefter, the player, 
who had been likewise one of Mcffalina’s gallants, created 
fome hefitation. He tore ofFhi3 garments, and defired the 
emperor to behold the marks of the ftripes he had endured, 
before he could be brought to comply with Meflalina's im¬ 
pure folicitations : he reminded him at the fame time of his 
own commands, obliging him to gratify Meflalina without 
referve ( Q^J ; adding, that others had been tempted to of¬ 
fend 

( QJ Meflalina, finding file 
could neither by threats nor 
promifes induce Mnefter to com¬ 
ply with her repeated felicita¬ 
tions, had at length recourfe.to 
Ihipes, and caufed hitn to be 
inhumanly feourged ; but to no 
effect, Mueller dreading to in¬ 
cur the difpleafure of the em¬ 
peror, which, he apprehended, 
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would feoner or later prove fa¬ 
tal to him, if he granted Alef- 
falina’s rcijucTt; tor her abo¬ 
minations were lime fo public, 
that he imagined Claudius could 
not be much longer tlnapprifeJ 
of them. The lewd protlirute, 
determined upon fetiifving at 
all events the patlion flic had 
conceived for the plaier; 
ft “ VVhnt 
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fend by great prefents, or mighty promifes; but his oiFence 
was entirely owing to compulfion. Thefe confiderations 
inclined Claudius to mercy; but his freedmen diffuading 
him from faving a player, after having facrificed fo many 
illuflrious citizens, Mnefter was condemned and executed 
with Traulus Montanus, a young knight of extraordinary 
mo*defty and a graceful perfon, whom Meflalina had forced 
to pafs only one night with her, and afterwards call off, her 
paflion being, as Tacitus obferves, with equal wantonnefs 
inflamed and furfeited ra . 

Claudius When thefe executions were over, Claudius returned to 
ftems to rt- t }, e palace, where he pafled tl|e*greateft part of the night in 
** s/ ' feafting and revelling with his freedmen. Being warm with 
wine (for he ufually drank very plentifully), he ordered 
one of his attendants to go and acquaint the unhappy wo¬ 
man to attend the next day, and plead her caufe. She was 
then in the gardens of Lucullus, whither (he had retired, 
finding fhe could have no accefs to Claudius; and was em¬ 
ployed in compofing a memorial, which fhe defigned to 
prefent to the prince, not without hopes of exciting his 
Nsrcijus compaffion. But Narciflus, alarmed at the meflage, and 
*XMd'u* T 0bfervi »s tbat tbe em P eror ’ s refentment vifibly abated, and 
tm i h. u p ua j a fFc£li 0n began to return, ran haftily out, and di¬ 
rected the tribune and centurions, then upon duty, to dif- 
patch Meflalina, for fuch was the emperor’s exprefs com¬ 
mand. With them he fent one Evodus, a freedman, in 
whom he could confide, to fee his orders ftriCtly fulfilled j 
for he apprehended, and indeed not without reafon, fince 
Claudius began to relent, that the punifhment, which he 
had procured for Meflalina, would, if fhe lived to the next 
day, fall upon his own head. Evodus flew in a moment to 
the gardens, where he found her ftretched upon the ground, 
and her mother Lepida fitting by her. He immediately 
acquainted her with the fentence, and, at the fame time, 

® Tacit. Ann. lib. xi. cap. *6—36. Dio, p. 684. Suet. cap. *9. 
Senefc. Bud. in Claud, 

“ What if the emperor himfelf who, fhe, find, had unmannerly 
(faid flic), fliould command you refufed her a ftnall favour, 
to gratify me In what I re- Claudius immediately fent for 
quire f” “ I fhould, without Mnefter, reprimanded him with 
hefiti^tion (replied Mnefter), great l'everity, and commanded 
obey the emperor’s commands." him to gratify his wife without 
Meflalina flew to the emperor, referve (t). 
and complained of the player, 

(t) Dio, lib. lx. 

reviled 
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resiled her with all the brutal inve&ives of a Have. Her 
mother encouraged her not to wait the blow .of the execu- 
tioner} but, fince (he could not prolong her life, to die with 
renown. Thus exhorted, fhe feized a poignard which fhe 
aimed, wid| a trembling hand, firft at her throat, and then 
at her breaW; but had not courage enough to itrike. The 
tribune, therefore, who flood before her, without once 
opening bis mouth, obferving her timidity and irrefolution,. 
delivered her from all anxiety and fears, by running her 
through with bis fword. She was, of all women recorded 
in hiftory, if not the molt lewd, the moft amazingly bold 
in the purfuit of her lewdnds 

Claudius was Hill at table when intelligence was brought 
him that Mefialina was dead ; but without any particu¬ 
lars, whether fhe had fuffered by her own, or by the ex¬ 
ecutioner’s hand. Neither did he make any enquiries; but, 
calling for a bowl of wine, continued the banquet with his 
ufual gaiety, without betraying, either then or in the fol¬ 
lowing days, any fymptoms of hatred, joy, anger, forrow, 
or any other human paflion or aftedlion, though he beheld 
the enemies of his wife triumphing over her death, and his 
children bewailing with many tears the unhappy fate of 
their mother 

Upon the death of Mefialina, Claudius publicly declared, 
that, fince he had been fo unfortunate in his marriages, he 
would live a fingle fife for the future; and he gave every 
Roman leave to put him to death, if he continued not in 
that refolution. Notwithftanding thefe proteftations, foon 
forgetting what he had faid, he declared his intention of 
marrying. At this declaration, great ftrife and emulation 
arofe among the imperial freedmen, which of them mould 
procure a wife for one who hacj been ever governed ns 
wives. Calliftus propofed to him Lollia Paulina, daughter 
to M. Lollius, a confular- Pallas recommended Ju.ia 
Agrippina, the daughter of Germanicus; and Narctuus em¬ 
ployed aU his intereft in behalf of /Elia Petma, whom he 
had divorced before upon a trivial occafion. Claudius him- 
felf inclined fometimes to one, fometimes to another, al¬ 
ways fwayed by his laft advifer. Being thus undetermined 


as 


Her death « 


Vie Cupi¬ 
dity of 
Claudius* 


Claudius 
refulvts to 
marry 
again j 



las, enforced by the careffes and allurements of Agr.ppma 

Dio Valef. p 677. * D,n * 


and pr/ftrt 
hit nit 1 i 

A' r P • 

pm**. 


. " Tacit. Ann. lib. xi. cap. 37- 
ibid. 

V f 


who. 



%3 6 ■ The’Roman Hijlory. 

who, under colour of confanguinity, was affiduous in her 
vifits to her uncle (R). 

Claudius no fooner exprefied his inclination to efpoufe 
her, th^h (he began to exercife the power and authority of 
a wife. Her firlt purpofe was to concert a m^ph between 
hej fon Domititius and O&avia, the empero* daughter; 
but 0 £tavia had been by her father betrothed to Lucius Si- 
lanus, a youth of great quality, and no lefs beloved than 
Jhteiui Si- efteemed by Claudius. However, as the weak prince had 
no judgment nor choice, no averfion nor affedfion, butfuch 
wAy.* as were jnlp‘ re d by others, Vitellius, forefeeing into whofe 

'* hands the fovereignty was haftening, in order to purchafe 

the favour of Agrippina, began to devife crimes againft Si- 
lanus. That young nobleman had a filter, by name Junia 
Silana, a lady of extraordinary beauty and no lefs gaiety; 
and hence Vitellus, then cenfor, formed an accufatiou, 
wrefting to a charge of inceft the mutual aftedtion of bro¬ 
ther and filter ; an affedtion no way criminal, but fome- 
what too free and unguarded ; for while Junia was by others 
ftylcd Venus,'on account of her beauty, Silanus chofe to 
call her Juno, who was both filter and wife to Jupiter. Of 
this circumllance the infamous fycophant Vitellius availed 
himfelf; and, having firlt prejudiced the undifcerning em¬ 
peror againft the innocent youth, quite unapprifed of any 
plots againlt him, he foon after, in quality of cenfor, de¬ 
graded him from the rank of a fenator, though the fenate 
bad been already reviewed, and the number of fenators fixed 
a long time before; arid obliged him, by an edidt, to re¬ 
nounce his praetorfliip, though it was of courfe to expire 
the next day; conferring it for that day upon Eprius Mar- 


(R) This princefs, fo famous 
in hiftory for her ambition ahd 
misfortunes, was the daughter of 
Germanieus and Agrippina the 
elder, vvliofe courage and chai- 
tity we have often had occalion 
to celebrate Tiberius married 
her, in the fourteenth year of 
his reign, to Cn. Domitius A- 
henobarbus, by whom Ibe had 
# fon named L. Domitius Ahe- 
uobarbus, who fucceeded Clau¬ 
dius, and is known by the name 
of Nero. Upon the death of 
her liulband, Ibe abandoned 
herfelf to all manner of lewd- 

(») Suet, in Ner. cap. i, 6 , 7. 


nefs, and was on that account 
banilhed by her brother Cali¬ 
gula. Claudius recalled her, 
when ike married to her fecond 
liulband Crifpus Pallienus, one 
ofanilluttrious family, and foon 
after -murdered him, fo enjoy 
the rich inheritance to which he 
had named her in his will. She 
was in high favour with Clau¬ 
dius, even in Meflalina’s time; 
and therefore would have been 
faerificed, as well as her filler 
Julia, to her jealoufy, had npt 
the eiriprefs been diverted from 
it by other purfuits (2). 

Tacit. Ann, lib. iv. cap. 1*, 
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eellus. Silanus being thus marked with infamy, Claudius 
broke off the match between him and Oftavia p. 

The next confuls were C. Ponipeius Longinus (iillus and 
Veranius Nepos. Though Claudius and ^rippina 
lived pub%ly together, yet they durft not celebrate their 
nuptials, there being no inftance among the Romans of a 
marriage between an uncle and a niece ; but that fcruple ' Thcfenat « 
was removed by Vitellius, who having firft prevailed, with- a " d P ra ^ , _ 
out much trouble, upon Claudius, to promife that he would aau,hust 
fubmit to the authority of the fenate, and the unanimous mama 
voice of the people, ealily perfuaded both orders to approve wth *- 
of the marriage ; fome of the fenators declaring, that, if l r 'tP ,na * 
the emperor delayed much longer, they would compel him. 

Claudius then yielded ; but neverthclefs did not celebrate 
the nuptials, till the fenate paffed a decree, declaring mar¬ 
riages between uncles and their brothers daughters for ever 
lawful. 

The day after the decree was publilhed, Claudius cele- Thenuf- 
brated his nuptials with the ufual folemnity; and, on the 
fame day, Silanus flew himfelf, whether by choice or con- ,a ‘ * 
itraint, is uncertain. His filter Junia was banilhed Italy; 
and to her fentence Claudius added an order to the pon¬ 
tiffs, enjoining them to offer expiatory facrifices in the grove 
of Diana; a fource of mockery to all men, fays Tacitus, 
that penalties and luftrations Ihould be appointed for pre¬ 
tended incell, while real inedt was eftabliihed by law ’ (S). 


t> Tacit. Anna!, lib. xii. cap. +• Dio, p. 677. Sutton, cap. jj. 
S Tacit, lib. xii. cap. 8 . Senec. Lud. in Claud. 


(S) From this time the city 
affidned a different face, all men 
tamely obeying a woman, who 
did not, like Meflalina, render 
the Roman Hate lubfervient on¬ 
ly to her wanton and lewd 
amours; but to her inlatiable 
avarice, unbounded ambition, 
and unparalleled cruelty. She 
governed the people, and the 
emperor himfelf, without con¬ 
trol ; appeared with him in 
the fenate; placed herfelf by 
him on the fame tribunal in all 
public ceremonies; gave, to¬ 
gether with him, audience to 


foreign princes and nmbaffa- 
dors; and even accompanied 
him* in the courts of jultice, 
which, to the Romans, was al¬ 
together afloniflling (3). To 
fignalizethe beginning, we may 
fay, of her reign, with fome 
plaufible aft ion, Ihe prevailed 
upon Claudius, not only to re¬ 
call from exile, but to honour 
with the prxtorfhip, L. Annaeus 
Seneca, a man greatly eiteemed 
on account ot his eloquence 
and accomplilhroents. But in 
this tneafure {he had alfo her 
private views, which were, the 


(,) Tacit. Anna!, lib. xii- «p. 8. P- 6t T 
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Not long after, ‘Agrippina, purfuing her ambitious de- 
figns, gained, by large promtijM, Memmius Pollio, conful 
elect, tmmove the fenate, that they would unanimoufly 
befeech Claudius to betroth O&avia to Domitius. To this 
motion, which was a great ftep to the fovereignty, the fathers 
readily agreed 5 and Claudius, not apprifed of his wife’s af- 
OUavin piring views, with the fame readinefs confented. Thus 
beiroihtJie vvas p) om itius, by the efforts and devices of his mother, 
fjsm'-nus. ra jf e j a j rao ft t0 an equality with Britannicus. Agrippina, 
no lefs implacable in her hatred tlfttn ambitious in her 
view6, being enraged at l.ollia Paulina, for having afpired 
to the emperor’s bed, framed crimes againft her, and 
fuborned an accufer, who charged her with confulting the 
magicians and Chaldaeans about the match. Claudius, 
without examination, reprefented her fuppofed guilt to the 
fenate, and required that her eftate might be confifcated, 
and herfelf banilhed.Italy 1 : but Agrippina, not fatisfied 
with this punifhment, fent privately a tribune, with orders 
-JtUju Pau- to cut off her head, and bring it to her. The tribune obey- 
10 ed 5 and Agrippina is faid to have, with her own hands, 
’ opened the mouth of the deccafed, that from her teeth, 
which had fomething very Angular in their conftrudtion, 
fire might be allured it was her head * fT), Calptunia, an- 

’ Tacit. Ann. lib. xii. cap,». * Dio, p. 6S6, 

education of her fon Domitius her pretended guilt to the fe- 
under fuch a mailer, and the nate, touched upon her noblo 
life of his counfels in the pur- defeent, telling the fenators, 
fuit of her ambitious defigns ; that, by her mother, Ihe was 
for (he qW not doubt that Se- niece to Lucius Volulius ; that 
neca would, from gratitude. Cotta Meifaiinus was her great 
ccotinug faithfully attached to uncle j that llie herfelf was once 
her, and maintain an irrecon- the wife of Memmius llegulus, 
cileable hatred to Claudius, by &c. but of her marriage with 
whom he had been banilhed; Caligula he faid nothing. He 
and, indeedj his hatred appears added, that Ihe purfued perni- 
plainly in his writings, cious defigns, and muft be di- 

(T j Lollia Paulina was firft veiled of the means and op- 
married to Memmius Regulus, portunities of putting them in 

f overnor of Greece and Mace- execution. Upon this, her im- 
on, from whom Ihe was forced menfe wealth was confifcated, 
by Caligula, who took her to and oply about thirty thoufand 
bimfelf, She was grand-daugh- pounds of our money left her. 
ter to M. Lolliur, appointed by Tacitus tell? us, that the tri- 
AuguftusgovernortpCaiusCas- hune difpatched by Agrippina 
far, when he was fent into the had orders to compel her to lay 
jyait, Claudius, in reprefen ting violent hands on herfelf (1). 

' (■) Taeft'Annal, lib, xii, cap. 21, 
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other woman of great diftin&ion, was like wife devoted to 
ruin, becaufe the prince had praifed her beauty; but as this 
was from no pallion to her perfon, but only in occafional 
difconrfe, her life was fpared. This year, to the fenators 
of Narbonne Gaul wastiranted the fame privilege with thole 
of Sicily, of vifiting their eftates without alking leave.of 
the prince. The fame year the countries of Iturea and Ju- 
dtca were, upon the death of their kings, Sohemus and 
Agrippa, annexed to the government of Syria. About the 
end of the year, Ctaudius extended the circumference of 
Rome, inclofing, according to Onuphrius ‘, Mount Aventine. 

The following year, C. Antiftius Vetus and M. Suilius 
Nervilianus being confuls, the freedman Pallas, who had 
eonduded the late marriage of Agrippina, and was now 
engaged in a criminal correfpondence with her, and thence 
wholly addi&ed to her intereft, perfuaded Claudius to adopt, 
in preference to his own fon, Domitius, becaufe he was 
three-years older than Britannicus. From this time Domi¬ 
tius was named Nero Claudius Cxfar Drufus Germamcus. 
This adoption was applauded by the fenate, and a decree 
pafled confirming it, and conferring upon Agrippina the 
fublime title of Augufta. However, there was no Roman 
fo void of compalfion, as not to be afteded with the fevere 
lot of the unfortunate Britannicus, whom Agrippina, un¬ 
der colour of tendernefs, kept locked , up m a nurlery, 
though now nine years old. By degrees Hie removed from 
his perfon his former attendants, and even caufed fome of 
them to be put to death ; among the reft, his P re «pt°rS - 
fibiusj placing in their room perfons who were en,1 ^ el y ^ 
her devotion. She never would allow bun to «PP«r^broad 
nor even to fee his father, pretending that he was difor 
dered in his fenfes, and troubled with the falling ficknels. 
Not lo'ng after the adoption of Nero, Britannicush-mg fa- 

luted him, as he ufedtodo, by the name of Ahenobarbus, 

Nero refented it fo warmly, that he en . 

fuade the emperor that he was a ruppofititious ch d. 

This year Agiippina, to dafpl to the 

countries, procured a colony of ^ k orn> arul 

capital of the Ubii, a town where . armpninenfis. 

which flte called by her own name Coloma Agnppuien^^ 

This city is now known by the nam e t j ic Roman 

the fame time the Catti made 1 ” c “ r (laughter, by Poin- 
territories; but were repulfed witlg j . ^ Upper Ger- 

ponius Secundus, commander of the legtons in } p 

. u Tacit. Ann. lib. C *P" * 6 " 

* Onupli. in Fait, p- io». 

Suet. ii> Ner. cap. 7. Dio, p. 067. manv. 
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many, who, on that occafion, releafed from bondage fomo 
Romans, who had continued flaves. ever fince the defeat 
of Varus, and his legion* (U). 

The following year, Claudius being the fifth time con* 
ful, with Servius Cornelius Orfitus (#0, Nero, though not 
yet. fourteen, was prefented with the manly robe, which 
qualified him for honours and employments. At the fame 
time the fenate, with the concurrence of Claudius, decreed, 
that in his twentieth, year he Ihould difcbarge the conful- 
fliip, and in the mean time be inverted with proconfular 
authority out of Rome, and ftyled prince of the Roman 
youth. Claudius alfo bellowed, in Nero’s name, a largefs 
upon the foldiery, and another upon the people; and, to 
draw the eyes and affections of the people upon him, cauf- 
ed him to appear at the Circeufian games, which were then 
folemnized, in a triumphal robe, the mark and ornament 
of tbe imperial ftate, while Britanrticus was carried about 
in his ppxtexta, the ufual habit of children. Some of the 
tribunes and centurions could not help pitying the unhappy 
youth : but they were all, under various pretences, re¬ 
moved from the palace; even fuch of the young prince’s 
freedmen as were found inviolably attached to his perfon 
and intereft, were partly dStharged, and partly put to death, 

(U) His vigilance and gal- Sido, hi* own filler’s fans, part- 
Jant conduct feemed ta the fc- ed his kingdom between them, 
nate worthy of triumphal oina- and eyer continued faithful to 
ments, which were decreed him the Romans (a), 
accordingly ; but he did not de- (W ) Claudius held this his 
rive fo much glory from them, laft confullbip fix months f3). 
as from his elegant poems, Onuphrius adds to his col- 
which arc greatly extolled by league's other names that ot 
the bed judges of antiquity (1 )•; Scipio (4); and the other Or- 
Jt was at this time too that Van- fiti leem to have been of the ta- 
nius, whom Drufus the fon of mily of the Scipios (5). C. 
Tiberius had thirty years before Minucius, or Minicius Funda- 
created king of the Suevians, nus, and C. Verbenius Seve- 
was driyen out by the Hermun- rus, were fubftituted ‘in the 
durians and Ligians. Claudius, confullbip to Claudius and Or* 
though he haddeclined engag- fitus(6). Vefpalian, who was 
ing in a quarrel among the Bar- afterwards emperor, was con-_ 
parians, yet granted a fafe re- ful for the two laft months of 
fuge to the depofed king, and this year, as we read iq Sue* 
Jands in Bannonia both to him topics (7), 
and his followers, Vangio and 

(1) Tacit. Anral. lib. xii. cap. at, (») Ibid. cap. 19. 

fi) Suet. cap. 4. (4) Onuph. in Fall. (j) Grut. p. « 7 * 

(6} Onuph. ibid- (7} §u?t.«» Veff. F»P< V 
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as if they had infpired their patron with hatred and emula¬ 
tion againft Nero, which might in the end be produ&ive of 
civil war. Upon their removal, Britannicus was committed 
to the government of others, chofen by his mother-in-law. 
The next ftep which Agrippina took towards the accom- 
plifhraent of her great defign, was the removing of LuGus 
Geta and Rufus Crtfpinus from the command of the pra:- 
torian cohorts. She imagined them attached to the me¬ 
mory of Meflalina, and thence zealoufly devoted to her 
children. She therefore reprefented to the emperor, that, 
by the cabals and emulation of two commanders, the guards 
were rent into factions ; whereas, by the authority of one, 
they would be more eafily kept to their duty. 

In confequence of this infinuation, Claudius, without 
farther enquiry, transferred the command of the prtetorian 
bands on Burrhus Afranius, whom fhe recommended, an 
officer highly efteemed by the. foldiery, but well apprifed 
to whom he owed his preferment. Agrippina now began 
to affume a more haughty deportment than ever; (he en¬ 
tered the Capitol chariot, a diftinftion granted to none 
butpriefts. This arrog&oce, however, heightened the re¬ 
verence of the people cowards one who was the daughter 
and mother of a G*fac, t 6%t!afBelate emperor, and wife 
to the prefent. But in the mean time her chief champion, 
L. Vitellius, was, by a .fernttor jgained Junius Lupus, ac- 
cufed of high treafiwM arid® audios, ever timorous, would 
have attended to the charge, had-not Agrippina, by men aC es 
rather than inrreati^'ffc* hfs’irefentment againft the ac 
cufer, who was BafuffiedA This year a great amine E 
in Rome. The populace, not confining their complamts 
to houfes and c5 ( pers, gathered in tumultuous crowds 
round the prince, while he w V publicly ^miruftcrmg juf 
tice, and drove him to the extremity of the . * 

much that, with the utmoft difficulty, he efcaped their vio¬ 
lence, his guards opening him a way thro g 
ous multitude (X). However, inftead of refentmg this 
treatment, he took fuch efte£lual care to have the city lu^ 
plied with corn, that in lefs than fi teen Y rove ex _ 
occafion to complain, that wintpr apP j» V. fct Mt 
ceeding mild and favourable. Tha J 

w Tacit. Ann. lib. *ii. cap. 4 *» 43 * 

hearts ‘revtled’ S £ ^ 

ppprobrious language by the edlU*. 
pnraged populace, but fo pelt- 

* ,(i) Sueton. cap. >*• >ga j ft 
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again he reduced to fuch diftrefs, he gave all poffible en¬ 
couragement to merchants, granted ample privileges to fuch 
as built trading veflels, and took upon himfelf to reimburfe 
all the lodes they ftiould fuffer. 

In the courfe of this year, the tenth of Claudius’s reign, 
the' propraetor, P. Oftorius Scapula, landing in Britain, 
gained great advantages there over the natives of that 
illand. 

After the departure*of Plautius, the war had, in all pro¬ 
bability, been managed by the legates of the legions, for 
two years, at the expiration of which P. Oftorius Scapula 
Pngrtfs #/ arrived- This a£tive general immediately took the field, 
OJIortm and defeated the Britons in feveral encounters. He efta- 
Bruah!* hlilhed a Roman colony at Camulodunum ; and London be¬ 
ing fettled about this period, the country between the 
Thames and the fea was reduced into a province, under 
the name of Britannia Prima. In order to defend this pro¬ 
vince, he raifed a chain of forts along the river Nen, in 
Northamptonftiire, and the banks of the Severn. This 
defign being difagreeable to the Iceni,«khey formed a con¬ 
federacy, and took arms againft the Romans, but were de¬ 
feated by the propraetor. He allowed Coyrdunus, fovereign 
of the Uabuni, to keep lWprincipali'ty in the counties of 
Gloucefter and Oxford, with a view to foment diffenfions 
among the Britons. He ravaged th6 country of the Canges 
in Shroplhire, and penetrated almoft to the fea-coaft in 
Denbighlhire, when he was recalled to quell a revolt of the 
Brigantes, in Yorklhire. He had fcarce appeafed this dif- 
turbance, when be was obliged to march againft the inde¬ 
fatigable Cara&acus, who, at the head of a numerous army, 
continued to harafs his detachments. He now palled the 
. river Teme, which divides Herefordlhire from Shropfflire, 
and took pofleflion of an advantageous poft, upon a fteep 
mountain, walhed by a deep and rapid ftream. When Of- 
torius advanced, and viewed the nature of their fituation, 
he began to think it would be inipra&icable to attack them 
with any profpeft of fuccefs : but the troops called^aloud 
for the fignal of battle jJtifl he was unwilling to check 
their ardour. Cara£lactt$$Bji|i^Sawn up bis army, confid¬ 
ing of different tribes, ^sjpijB^anded by their refpe&ive 
chiefs, and he paffed fro<H-j»nk to rank in perfon, exhort¬ 
ing them to exert their utrtiaflfr'hourage, in as much as their 
liberty depended on the fortune of thl day. To thefe re- 
monftrances they replied with loud fhouts and acclama¬ 
tions, which ferved only to inflame the eagernefs of the af- 
failants. The Romans paffed the river without much op- 
poliuon ; but, in afcenduig the hill, were received with a 

- . -TlLf- 
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terrible difcharge of javelins and ftones, which did great 
execution. Neverthelefs, they forced the entrenchments 
of the Britons, and, after a defperate refinance, routed 
them with great daughter, notwithftanding all the efforts of 
Caradlacus, who exerted himfelf with great valour and 
perfeverance. His wife, daughters, and brothers, fell into 
the hands of the enemy. He himfelf fled for refuge to 
Cartefmandua, queen of the Brigantes, who treacheroufly CaraBuu 
delivered him up to the Roman general, wliofe refentment 
flie was afraid to incur. Thus was the gallant Caraftacus 
betrayed, after he had commanded the confederate Britons 
for nine years, during which he had performed a feries of 
fuch exploits, in Maintaining the liberty and independency 
of his country, as rendered him equally formidable and 
revered at Rome. He was forthwith conveyed to that city, 
where Claudius refolved to exhibit him in public, as a 
fpedacle to the people. Accordingly, on the day appoint¬ 
ed for this ceremony, the emperor appeared on his tribunal, 
and Agrippina fat near him, enthroned under a canopy, 
while the praetorian' cohorts were ranged under arms along 
the plain. The proceflion began with the vaflals and do- 
meftics of the Britifh king: then followed his wife, bro¬ 
thers, and daughters, implorit?| mercy with the molt pi- 
' teous lamentations: laft of all came Cara&acus, with a 
noble mien, that betrayed neither fear nor perplexity. Ad- 
dreffing himfelf to Claudius, he is faid to have fpoke to 
this effect. “ Had my moderation been equal to my birth fjis/petth 
and fortune, I fheuld have appeared this day, not a cap- „ ctauAu,. 
tive, but an ally j nor wouldft thou have difdamed the al¬ 
liance of a prince like me, defcended from illuftrious pro¬ 
genitors, and veiled with the fupreme authority over many 

tSZ Si S SSET,\L wonder, 1 w;, on- 

willing to lofe them? Though you are ambitious of um 
verfal fway, it does not follow that a *7 ^ered myfelf 
mil tamely to your jomimon Had l nor ’ 

my giory, wouui w Kaledin oblivion: but, it 

and my fate would have IjW JJJ eternal monument of 
thou wilt fpare my life, i than oc be 

thy clemency.” Claudius was* or ^ 

with com p'aliidn, and pardone 1 P f tb made of 
•When they were unchained X^fves before 

their freedom, was to go and p have interceded with 
the emprefs, who was fuppofe c>w ll s d this viflory 

Claudius in their behalf* a he *e * mrff 
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over Caraftacus with the moil fulfome adulation, and de¬ 
creed the honours of a triumph to Oftorius, whofe good 
fortune feemed to forfake him in the fequel. The Silures 
inhabiting Herefordfliire and South Wales, the molt war¬ 
like of all the Britons, being exafperated at the captivity of 
their prince Caradtacus, became more daring, and even 
defperate in their hoftilities. They gained feveral advan¬ 
tages over the Romans, and dividing the fpoils with the 
neighbouring nations, engaged them to join in a powerful 
confederacy, for the defence of their common liberty. Ofto- 
rius was fo chagrined to fee the war which he thought he 
bad terminated, break out again with frefli fury, that he 
was taken ill, and died of vexation- After his death, the 
Ofitriut Silures defeated a legion, commanded by Manlius Valius: 
/uccudtd but Didius, being fent as fucceffor to Oftorius, checked 
%tu their progrefs, and fecured the Roman province from their 
incuruons. Mean while a civil war broke out among the 
Brigantes. Their queen Cartifmundua quarrelling with her 
hulband VenuGus, endeavoured to depofe him in favour of 
Vellocatus, who was her general. Hence the nation was 
divided into two factions, and that of VenuGus being the 
moil powerful, Cartifmundua hadrecourfe to the protection 
of the Romans, which {he had earned by betraying Carac- 
tacus into their hands. Didius accordingly marched to her 
relief, and faved her from ruin ; but in fo doing, he en¬ 
tailed a troublefome war upon the empire ; the particulars 
of which we (haU mention in the reign of Nero *. 

The following year, Fauftus Sylla, and Salvius Otho Ti- 
tianus being confuls, the fenate palled a rigorous decree for 
expelling the altrologers out tof Italy; which, however, 

A Jeertt was never putin execution. Another decree washed 

again# againft women of rank ujho married flaves, ordaimng. 

who*mar- t ^ iat w ho thus debafed berfelf without the confent of 
ptJfiaves- the mailer of the Gave, Ihould herfelf be reduced to a ftate 
pf flavery} but where he confented, Ihe ihould be held 
for a Gave manumitted (Y). This year Claudius finiflied, 

* at 

* Tacit. Ann. lib. xij. cap. 40. Id. Hift. lib. iii. cap. 45. 

(Y) Claudius declared m tf>e added, that public thanks 
fenate, chat Pallas waa Ihould be returned him, for 

vifer of this fchemej where- deigning, though defeended 
upon Bareas Soranus, con fid from the ancient kings of Arca- 
aledfi moved, that he might be dia, to be reckoned among tho^ 
rewarded with the ornaments of emperor’s minifter», and dedi' 
prwtor, and a preGSt of about cadag this his ancient aobiUty 
a hundred thouftmd pounds of ta the fen?ice af the hate.. Tim 
pqr money. Cornelius Scipio hiw^jwy W’ 
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« an immenfe charge, the aquedu£t which Caligula had Claudius 
begun fourteen years before j and confecrated it, to ufe the 
expreffion of the ancient writers, on the firft of Auguft, 
his birth-day. It was a work of extraordinary magnificence, 
as appears from its immenfe ruins, which are flill to be 
feen, with an infcription, in which Claudius is ftyled em¬ 
peror the twenty-feventh time. Four hundred and forty 
perfons were appointed to keep it in repair, and large fala- 
ries affigned thetn out of the public treafury. 

The fame year the great canal, which had been defigned 
for draining the lake Fucinus, and had kept thirty thoufand 
men conftantly employed for eleven years, being, at length, 
completed, before the waters were let out Claudius ex- a comb* 
hibited a naval fight, in which nineteen thoufand con- txhibu<J 
demned criminals engaged on board a hundred large gal- 
lies, repreferrting the Sicilian and Rhodian fleets. The lake 
was furrounded with an inclofure of huge rafts, to obllruft 
all means of flight, or efcape. Upon the rafts flood the 
emperor’s guards; the lake was covered with gal lies ; the 
fhore, the adjacent hills, and the tops of the mountains, 
were crouded with a prodigious multitude, aflembled from 
the neighbouring towns as well as from Rome. Ihe 
whole reprefented a vaft theatre ; and, that great numbers 
of fpe&ators might be the better accommodated, a moun¬ 
tain between the lake and the river Liris was levelled. 

The emperor prefided, in a coat of mail, and with him 
Agrippina, in a mantle of cloth of gold. When the two 
fleets were drawn up, and ready to engage, a Triton of li¬ 
ver fpringing, by an ingenious contrivance, out of the midit 
of the lake, founded the charge, and the combat began 
which, though between malefaftors, was (ought with all 
the Courage and obftinacy of brave foldiers: jo that, after » 

• moft obmnate conteft, after many wounds, and much 
bloodfhed, Claudius granted fuch of them as 
their lives, and redeemed them from fiaugh • 
conflift over, the earth between the lake 
was rCtaoved } but the canal was found not to be fuuk . 


naments of tbeprcetorihip, and 
alfo the privilege of wearing a 


engraved in brafs, and publicly 
tiung up, in which a 

gold ring, but SeCbifed thepre- ted jb«, ^yJSd fetters, 
^nr .vaud.pn^a^ ^th Cla^ die ^ Y^ n feve n md. 

lions, was extolled for obferr- 
ing the venerable 

the primitive age** 


dius to Acquaint the fenate, in 
his name, that he was fatisfied 
with the honours, and chofe w 
, live flill in his ancient poverty- 
Hereupon a decree paired, was 
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clently low to receive the water in the centre of the lake : 
its bed therefore was funk deeper; and when this work was 
ended, which happened this year, to draw the multitude 
once more together, a (how of gladiators was exhibited, 
upon bridges laid over it. After the fpeftacle, the emperor 
made a great banquet, juft at the fall from the lake j but 
the*water breaking out unexpectedly, with incredible vio¬ 
lence, bore down whatever was near it, Ihook the ground 
to a great diftance, and, by its impetuolity and roaring, ter¬ 
rified and difmayed Claudius, his guefts, and the fpeftators, 
who all fled, and narrowly efcaped being carried away with 
the ftream (Z). 

Towards the end of the year the Bithynians fent depu¬ 
ties to Rome, to accufe Junius Cilo, their governor, of ex¬ 
tortion. He had, indeed, opprefied them in a moil cruel 
and barbarous manner: but the emperor, when they were 
admitted to his prefence, not underftanding what they faid, 
defired Narcifius, when they withdrew, to acquaint him 
with the purport of their embaffy. “ They are come (an- 
fwered Narciffus), to return you thanks for your kindnefs, 
in appointing over them a man of fuch integrity, modera¬ 
tion, and difintereftednefs, as Cilo.” Claudius, relying en¬ 
tirely upon the faith of his freedman, commanded, that 
Cilo, fince he had given fuch fatisfaClion, fhould be con¬ 
tinued in his government two years longer, during which 
time he completed the ruin of that unhappy people f . 

y Dio, p. 687. 

(Z) We learn from Tacitus laid outon this ftupendous work, 
(1), that, when the water was ufelefs expence; and Seneca 
discharged, the negligence of writes, that the lake Fucinus 
the workmen, and the infufly- was, in his time, llill full, though 
ciency of the work, manifeflly the workmen had, in Claudius’s 
appeared. Suetonius feems to time, with immenfe labour, R- 
infinuate, that Claudius accom- nifhed the caifal; which, if 
pliihed this vaft undertaking, and Suetonius is to be credited, they 
drained the lake. Pliny like- hewed through a rocky, moun- 
wife reckons the draining of the tain, of three miles extent (z). 
lake Fucinus among the moil Spartianus fays, that Adrian 
remarkable works ot Claudius; drained this lake (3). How- 
but it was negledted, fays he, ever,, it is ft ill to be feen in the 
through envy, by his fucceflor Farther Abruzzo, and is known 
Nero. ' On the other hand, Dio by the name of the lake of Ce- 
Caffius calls the immenfe fums lano. 

(t) Tacit. Annal. lib- xii. cap. 57. (1) Suet. cap. to. Plin. 

lib. xxxvi. cap. 15. (3) Spart. in Adr. p. 11. 

The 
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The following ccmfuls were Decimus Junius Silanus Yr. of FJ. 
Torquatus and Q^Haterius Antoninus; during whole ad- *401. 
miniftration, Nero, who had entered the fixteenth year of y' _ 54 * 

his age, married OQavia the daughter of Claudius, to whom ' °*“ 
he had been contraded three years before. Soon after his Ntr*m*r~ 
nuptials, he, in order to difplay his eloquence, undertook ritsOam »- 
the caufe of the Ilians; and obtained for them, as the’an- 
ceftors of the Romans, an entire immunity from all taxes 
and tributes whatfoever. He likewife made an oration in 
favour of the Rhodians, and prevailed on Claudius to re- 
ftore them to their ancient liberty, which had been often 
taken from them, and often ri-eftablifhed. A third ora¬ 
tion he pronounced in favour of the inhabitants of Bononia, 
a Roman colony, which had been almoft ruined by fire} 
and they were, at his interceffion, relieved with a large 
bounty *. The two firft orations he uttered in Greek, and 
the third in Latin. At the fame time, the inhabitants of 
Apamea, Byzantium, and Coos, having recourfe to the 
young prince, obtained, by his mediation, fignal favours ; 
the Coans were indulged with a general immunity from 
impofitions, and the inhabitants of Apamea and Byzantium 
obtained a difeharge from all tribute for the fpace of five 
years, the latter having fuffered much by the late wars of 
Thrace and Bofporus a . Thefc generous aaions were per¬ 
formed through the policy of Agrippina, to gam her foil 
the reputation of a compaUionate and humane prince. On 
the contrary, (he engaged Claudius in the molt detefted 

As fhe was defirous'of poflefling the fine gardens of Sta- 
tilius Taurus, a fenator of great diftin&ion, who had been ^ 
proconful of Africa, fhe fuborned Tarquitius Pnfcus, tor- fe/ft 
merly his lieutenant, to charge him with having confulted 
the magicians concerning the lerm of lthe emperors life. 

Taurus, finding Agrippina bent upon ‘kftruftion, . de f ' 
ftroyed himfgf The fenate were.fo affe<fted with the lots 
of fuch a worthy citizen, and fo incenfed a g ainft , th ^ 
cufer^that, exerting thcmfelves on this occafion, th.y e 
pelled him the fenate, notwithftanding the P f0te *‘ o, a1 , 
intrigues of Agrippina b . Claudius had often dccWd, 
that the fame authority fhould be allowed o 
of his procurators, or receivers, as to is o * t( J 

to fhew that this was no vague declaration, fenate. 

be confirmed and eftabhfhed by a ft ewa rds per- 

Thefe receivers of the emperors were their ftewards, per 

* Tack. Anna!, lib. xii, cap. 48. Suet in Nar. cap 7 - * 1 

Aim. lib. xii. cap. S 8 . a Mem ibid. cap. S 9 fons 
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ions emrulted with their domeftic concerns! for the moll 
part franchifed Saves j and neverthelefs, to fuch vile inftru- 
ments the weak prince, entirely directed by them, was not 
. afhamed to delegate, by a folemn decree of the fenate, a 
P ovrer e< l ua ^ to his own and to that of the laws. At the 
ihaion lame time, he conferred univerfal jurifdi&ion upon the 
granttJin equeftrian order { the fame jurifdiftion for which fo many 
tk* knights, feditions had been formerly raifed, andfo much blood Ihed. 

In the following year, M. AGnius Marcellus and M. 
Acilius Aviola being confuls, a great change of affairs was 
portended, if the ancients are to be credited, by many pro¬ 
digies. But Agrippina was much more alarmed by a fay¬ 
ing of Claudius, uttered thoughtlefsly in his wine : that 
it was his fate to bear the iniquities of his wives for fome 
time, and at laft to punifti them. About the fame time, 
having condemned a woman for adultery, he anfwered one 
of his freedmen, who applauded the juftice of his fentence, 
“ It is myjet to be unfortunate in my marriages, and to 
CUmaius punifh adulteriesan expreffion which plainly mewed that 
ii npprifid he was not unacquainted with the intrigues and amours of 
. . his wife. He likewife betrayed evident tokens of his re- 
rf 4 grip- S penting his marriage with Agrippina, and the adoption of 
pina. Nero ; for his fon Britannicus prefenting himfelf, he em¬ 
braced him with more than ordinary kindnefs, bidding him 
grow up, for he would give him an account of his whole 
conduct; adding, in Greek, “ It is love that prompts me.” 
He declared, at the fame time, his intention of giving him 
the manly robe foon, “ That the people of Rome (faid he), 
may have at laft a true Csefar c .” As the emperor uttered 
no word, which was not immediately carried to Agrippina, 

• Che refolved to anticipate him, but firfl to deftroy, by his 
means, Uomitia Lepida, who gave her no fmall uneaG- 
nefs (A). < To 


« Tacit, cap. 64. Suet. cap. 43. - 


(A) She was daughter to An¬ 
tonia the younger, great niece 
to Auguftus, coufin-german to 
Agrippina the elder, and filler 
to Cneius Domitius, the pre- 
fent Agrippina’s former huf- 
band : lb that Ihe efteemed her- 
felf not inferior to Agrippina in 
nobility, to whom Hie was equal 
in beauty, age, and wealth. 
They were, according to Taci¬ 
tus, both proliiiutes in their 


perfons, infamous in thaar man¬ 
ners, violent in their tempers, 
and no lefs rivals in vices than 
in the lultre of their families, 
and the advantages of their for¬ 
tunes. But their chief conten¬ 
tion was, which of them, the 
aunt or the mother, (liould ac¬ 
quire the fway over Nero. Le¬ 
pida endeavoured to gain him 
with earefles and prefents, while 
the imperious Agrippina treat¬ 
ed 
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To get rid of her rival, (he accufed Lepida of having 
fought, by charms and imprecations, to deftroy the empe¬ 
ror’s wife ; and of difturbing the public peace of Italy, by 
negle£ting to reftraifl her tumultuous flaves in Calabria. 
For thefe imputations ftic was, by the fervile fenate, fen- 
tenced to die; and executed, notwithftariding the oppgfi- 
tion and intereft of NarcifTus, who grew daily more diltruft- 
ful of Agrippina; and therefore endeavoured to fave Le¬ 
pida d . Claudius being taken ill, had recourfe to the foft 
air and whdlefome waters of Sinuefla : this occafion was 
greedily feized by Agrippina, long fince determined upon 
his deftru&ion ; and, for that purpdfe, well furnifhed with 
wicked agents. She thought it would be fafeft to procure 
his death by poifon : but Ihe was at a lofs what fort to ufej 
if it were powerful, and fudden in its operation, her crime 
might thence be betrayed ; inflow, and confuming by de¬ 
grees, thefe was danger that Claudius, wheri his end ap¬ 
proached, might fufpeft her, and annul the adoption of 
Nero. At length fhe cbofe a fubtle poifon, fuch as would 
diforder his fenfes, and not haftily put an end to his life. 
An experienced artift in fuch preparations was applied to, 
named Locufta, a woman who had been lately condemned 
for poifoning. By her the. potion was prepared ; and Ha- 
lotus, an eunuch, and the emperor’s taller (B), being 
charged to adminifter it, he gave it accordingly, in a diih 
of rnufhrooms, of which Claudius was fond. But whether 
it was from his natural ftupidity, or becaufe he was diunk, 
he did not feem to feel the virulence of the dofe; at the 
fame time a diarrhea feemed to relieve him, and to defeat 
the operation and force of the poifon. 

a Tacit> Ann. lib. xii. cap 6j. 

Ssflluliianis. Deceflit. Nonis. 
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cujed and 
condemned. 


Claudius 
is taien^ 
ill. 


Is poi/hned 
by ihe cen- 
trinianct 
of Agrip¬ 
pina. 


ed him with feverity and threats, 
like one who was defirous, in¬ 
deed, to raife hjp to the fove- 
reignty, but feemed determined 
not to allow him to exercife his 
fovereiglf authority over her. 

(B) The office of tafter, ut¬ 
terly unknown in the times of 
the republic, was probably efta- 
blilhed by Auguftus, aswecon- 
jefture from the following epi¬ 
taph, flill to be feen at Rome: 

“ Cenio. C*li. Herodian. Prse- 
guflator. liivi. Augufti. Idem. 

Poftea. Villicus. In. Horns. 

(,) Xenopb. Cyroped. lib.» 

Vol. XH. G i 


Aueuftis. M. Co'cceio. Nerva. 
C. Vibio. Rufino. Coif.” Ti¬ 
berius too had his taller, as ap- 
pearsfrom the following infertp- 
tion • “ Ti. Claudius. Flamma. 
Claufus. Ti. Aug. Preda¬ 
tor.” Their example was, no 
doubt, followed by all the other 
emperors. This cuftom obtain- 
ed among the Perfians, as we 
read in Xenophon 

them, in all likelihood, the Ro* 

man emperors borrowed it. 


Agrip- 
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Tit, of FI. Agrippina, therefore, convinced that her own life Jay at 
*4°3- ftake, had recourfe to Xenophon, the emperor’s phyGcian, 
■o'c'i 5 who, heiog already engaged in her wicked defigns, un- 
‘ ° 3 ' der pretence of amfting Claudius in his efforts to vomit, 
thruft down his throat a feather dipped in potent poifon, 

. whiph foon put an end to his life e . Thus died the empe- 
rof Cams Tiberius Claudius Nero, on the thirteenth of 
O&obef, in the fixty-fourth year of his age, after having 
reigned thirteen years, eight months, and twenty days, 
reckoning from the day of Caius’s death. He was a weak 
prince, of a fickle difpofition; had no difcemment or paf- 
fions of his own, but was entirely governed by his wives 
and freedmen. However, Tacitus feems to allow him a 
fiiare of fenfe at intervals. Suetonius reproaches him with 
cruelty} and tells us, that thirty-five fenators, and above 
three hundred Roman knights, were by his orders put to 
death : but it is certain that fhe prince nimfelf was altoge- 
. ther a ftranger to mod of thefe executions; for a centurion 
informing him one day, that, nurfoant to his orders, fuch a 
confular had been executed, the emperor, with tbegreateft 
furprize, anfwered, that he had giveri no fuch command; 
but one of his freedmen replying, that the officer had done 
■well, in revenging injuries offered to the perfon of the 
emperor, he acquiefced ; and, without farther enquiry, ap¬ 
proved of the execution f . Seneca, in the bitter fatire he 
penned againft him, fays, among other things, that he no 
more fcrupled to take away a man’s life, than to kill a fly s - 
But his hatred to Claudius, by whom he had beenbaniffied 
to the ifland of Corfica, and kept there for the fpace of 
eight years, induced him to charge the prince with thofe 
crimes which other writers, free from paffion and preju¬ 
dice, attribute to his wives and freedmen. He had, accord¬ 
ing to Tacitus, Dio Caflhis, and Suetonius, many good 
qualities; was an utter enemy to all pride and oftentation ; 
a ftranger to revenge, free from the imputation of avarice; 
a great lover of juftice % and, when he was not, through fear, 
dep rived of his fenfes, inclined to mercy and compjffion. 
Agrippina While Claudius lay dead, the fenate, the confuls, and 
mffiSls pontiffs, were offering vows for his health ; reftoratives 
Vow.' were applied, and every thing performed, as if they 
were not without hopes of his recovery, till matters were 
difpofed for fecuring the empire to Nero. With this view 
Agrippina, as foon as the prince expired, affc&ing incen- 
fciable grief, and pretending to feek fame relief to faer for- 

* Tacit. Anil. lib. xii. cap. 69. Dip, p. 688. Senep. Lud. p. * 7 ®* 
Suet. lib. vi. p. 44, 45, 1 Suet. cap. *3. s Since. Dud. 

in Claud, p, 478. 
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row, claiped Britannicus faft in her arms; ftyled him the 
true image of his father, and, by various devices, detained 

time 

the priaciFwafrlfeboveriiig. . WhenMbttd.^^lf'Mfi. 
hie prcestegSns to prevent any 'diftiiirhane^ at 
gates-ofwie palace-were unexBeSjpdly thrown'^timei^SjjJf. 

Nero, accdirtpanied by BtfrrHw, cigtain of the pnetolgjp 
guards, repaired to the cohdrrwl^'was'tkeh'upon dart, 

There, by the command of Burrh'tts, he was receded with 
Joyful acclamations, and inftamly jidt into a litter. Some 
indeed hefitated, frequently locking and alkifag where was 
Britannicus ? As he was detained in the chamber of the 
deceafed emperor, and no ohe appeared to propofe him, 
they joined the others, and embraced the offer which was 
made them. Thus Nero was carried to the Camp, where, Proeurti 
after a fpcech fuitable to the exigency of the occafion, and Ntro to be 
the promife of a largefs equal to that of the late prince, be dedared 
was faluted emperor. The declaration of the foldiers was tm f ,ror ‘ 
followed and confirmed by the decrees of the fenate, which 
were, without reluctance, accepted by the people, both at 
Rome and in the provinces;. To Claudius was decreed a 
folemn and pompous funeral, the fame as had been ordain* 
ed for Auguftus, Agrippina emulating the magnificence of 
her great-grandmother Li via Augufta. His laft will, how¬ 
ever, though attefted by the hands and feals of all the ma» 
giftrates. Was not read in public, left his preferring the foa 
of his Wife to his own fon, might be refented by the people l - 
Nero had fcarcc been proclaimed emperor, when the im¬ 
perious, end revengeful Agrippina haftened to difpatch 
Narcifffls, Wfho hadipoken reproachfully of her, and betray- "‘"'W"* 
ed no final! affeftion for Britannicus. She caufed him to 
be immediately arrefted, and dragged to frifon, where he •vengt and 
was, ipwb fear of a more 1 ignominious and cruel death, jtaloufy of 
conftmseff •to lay violent-bands wifehimfelf, much againft 
the will ofNTero. He is faid to have,hf en *t once profufe 


- ( !.«MI V V- , c * v \ ' 11/1* • _ 

conrthd by foreign kYhgs. citles. add p'rovmces ; all ftnvmg 

^ffiKwldrnake him the mod magnificent prefents. W« 
the ceorfe of Claudius’s reign, by howvmany 
crimes he deferved the fate that overtook him at latt: but 

i> Tacit. Ann. lib. *«• «p. «9- s “ et - C »P- 
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after all, he was faithful to his mafter, preferred his life 
with great care, and was ready, as Tacitus informs us, to 
lay down his own for his fervice. Agrippina would never 
have attempted to poifon Claudius, if Dio Caffius is to be 
credited, had (he not firft removed Narciffus, by perfuading 
him to try the baths of Campania for the recovery of his 
health. Before he deftroyed himfelf, he configned to the 
flames feveral letters and fecret papers againft Agrippina, 
which, as the prince’s fecretary, he had in hiscuftody, that 
her accufers might not be expofed to the fury of a woman, 
whofe impetuous fpirit and violent lull of dominion, if not 
reftrained, would foon drench Rome in blood *. 

About the fame time another vi£Hm,far more illuftrious, 
was facrificed, and, indeed, unknown to Nero, by the deadly 
and Junius hate of Agrippina. This was Julius Silanus, proconful of 
Silanus. Alia, a man of great wealth, and equal quality, but of a 
quiet difpofition ; and fo little inclined to raife any commo¬ 
tions in the ftate, that he had, during the late reigns, fpent his 
life in (lothful indolence, being treated with fuch contempt, 
that’Caligula ufed to call him the golden fheep. However, 
upon the death of Claudius, it was whifpered among the popu¬ 
lace, that as Nero was fcarce out of his childhood, and had 
by iniquity acquired the empire, fuch a man as Silanus 
ought to be preferred to him; one of ripe years, of un- 
blemilhed charafter, and, what was then highly efteemed, 
defcended from the Caefars ; for he too was the great-grand- 
fon of Auguftus. Thefe murmurs alarmed Agrippina, who 
fent orders, without her fon’s confent or knowlege, to P. 
Celer, a Roman knight, and to Helius, a freedman, both 
the emperor’s receivers in Alia, to murder Silanus. Her 
c'ommands were obeyed, and poifon was given him at a 
banquet by the two affaffins, fo openly, as evinced they 
were neither afhamed nor afraid to own the murder, 

Burrhus A torrent of blood would have followed, had not Afra- 
audSeneca n ius Burrhus and Annaeus Seneca interpofed. Thefe were 
trriuce'f t ^ ie governors of the young prince, who was now only in 
governors, the feventeenth year of his age. Though partners ifrpower 
yet they lived free from all jealoufy and emulation, and were 
of equal weight and authority, though different in their ac- 
complilhments. Burrhus was his inftru&or in the military 
art, and Seneca in the precepts of eloquence. Iff thefe dif¬ 
ferent offices they affined and, fupported each other, the 
eafierto manage the dangerous age of the prince, neither 
having any thing in view but the fervice of their illuftrious 
pupil, and the welfare of the public. They had both one 

1 Dio, p, 6*8. 

conftant 
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conftant ftruggle to maintain agaiilft the turhulent fpirit of 
Agrippina, who, tranfported with the luft of ruling with¬ 
out control, and fupported by Pallas, even before the ob- 
fequies of her hufband were performed, would have facri- 
ficed to her rage and jeaioufy all thofe who gave her the 
leaft umbrage : but Burrhus and Seneca, unanimoully ex- n<y re. 
erting their authority, retrained her blind rage, and kept ft™” the 
her within bounds. Nero, indeed, conferred all kind* . 

honours upon her; and to the tribune who came to attend 
him the firft day of his government, for the word, he gave 
that of optima mater , excellent mother. The fenate too, the 
firft time they aflembled, decreed her two liftors, and fe- 
veral other marks of diftinftion : but the emperor’s gover¬ 
nors, bearing a great fway over his youthful mind, prevent¬ 
ed her from committing fuch excefles as fhe had been guilty 
of during the late reign k . 

Nero’s firft care, after his acceffion to the empire, was 
to perform, with all poffible pomp and magnificence, the 
obfequies of the deceafed emperor. He pronounced his ClauJms't 
funeral oration ; in which he difplayed the antiquity of his {"*y o/ 
lineage, the many confulfhips, the many triumphs, of his r ra, J lU - 
anceftors. He likewife touched upon his perfonal aceom- 
plifhments, efpectally his eloquence, and thorough know- 
lege of the Greek tongue} all which was heard with atten¬ 
tion and pleafure: but when he began to extol the wifdom, 
forefight, and providence of Claudius, the whole audience 
broke into laughter, though the fpeech was of Seneca s 
compofing, and difeovered much accuracy and elegance ; 
for he had, fays Tacitus, a fine genius, and a ftyle well 
adapted to the tafte of that time (C). 

k Tacit. Annal. lib. xiii. cap. i, a. Suet. lib. vi. cap. *. Dio, lib. 

Ixi. p. 690. ’ 


(C) On this occafion it was 
obferved, that Nero was the firft 
Romaipempcror who wanted the 
affiftance of another man’s elo¬ 
quence ; Caefar, the didlator, 
was of a rank with the moil 
diftiuguiihed orators 5 and none 
of his fucceflors wanted elo¬ 
quence, addrefs, and energy, 
in fpcaking : but Nero having 
from his early childhood, ap¬ 
plied himfelf to graving, paint¬ 


ing, finging, and managing of 
chariots, was obliged to em¬ 
ploy the pen of Seneca, where- 
ever he hpd occafion to lpeak 
in public, or even to write let¬ 
ters concerning affairs ot any 
importance. Seneca had one 
under him, named Beryllus, 
who is ftyled by Jofephus(i), 
Nero’s preceptor, but was only 
his Greek fecretaty. 


(,) Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xx. cap. 7- 
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When the funeral rites were over, the young prince re* 
paired to the fenate, where, after a preamble, jn which he 
adcnowleged himfelf indebted for the empire to the autho* 
rity of the fenate, and the concurrence of the Soldiery, he 
declared in what manner he defigned to govern j that he 
Claimed not the judgement and decifion of affairs; that the 
whole power and authority Should not be confined to a few 
perfons, but every magiftrate fhould have his peculiar ju- 
rifdiftion; that nothing fhould be Saleable within his walls, 
nor any accefs there to informers ; that, between his fami¬ 
ly and the republic, a juft diftin£tion fhould ever be main-, 
tained ; that the fenate fliauld preferve their ancient, jurif- 
di&ion; that Italy, and the provinces belonging to the 
people, fhould apply only to the confuls, and by them pro¬ 
cure accefs to the fathers *, that to himfelf be referved what 
was efpecinlly committed to bis care, the dire&ion of the 
armies. He concluded with alluring them, that he de¬ 
figned to govern his people' according to the model of the 
deified Auguftus. The fenajte ordered, this Speech, which 
was likewife cortipofed by Seneca, to be engraved on a plate 
of lilver, and to be annaaliy read;in the fenate by the new 
confuls At the fame time, they heaped all kinds of ho¬ 
nours upon him ; which he accepted, without refuting any, 
except that of Father of his Country, in confideration of 
his youth: even this, however, he affumed before the Se¬ 
cond year of his reign expired, as appears from fome an¬ 
cient medals. 

He feemed, at firft, inclined to perform the mighty pro¬ 
mises he had made to the fenate ; for this year be gave nu¬ 
merous inftances of clemency, moderation, and affability : 
to-the people he diftributed four hundred fefterces a man; 
to fuch of the Senators as were {jkfeended from illuftrious 
families, but reduced to poverty, he allowed annual Sala¬ 
ries ; to fome five hundred thoufand fefterces, befides a cer¬ 
tain quantity of corn, which he likewife diftributed monthly 
to his guards. Many impofitions he utterly fupprefled, and 
retrenchee! others to a fourth 5 he redreffed feveralufifor- 
ders; reftrained the prefufe luxury of feafts and banquets, 
which had obtained during the late reign, Claudius being 

S ;reatly addi&ed to feafting : with the approbation of the 
fenate he publithed an edi£t, prohibiting the felling of any 
thing boiled in public boufes, except pulfe and greens : he 
fupprefled a kind of fports, in which certain perfons,, run¬ 
ning about the oity, pretended to have, by cuftom, ac¬ 
quired a right of robbing, as it were, in jeft, all they met. 


1 Tacit. Ann. life. xiu. c*p. j. Suet, cap. to, Dio, p, 650. 
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and carrying off whatever they coaid Tu* r 

Jikewife, depending open the prince’s declamf^ [ Gnate 
to esefeife their artcient jur fdidS^ an S7‘ l0n ^ h ^ m 

eiil»(iom> : A rfrfenSrfXToS: 

tor, or pleader, mould receive any fee baVit-^nr nr 
fent, for defending a caufe : and that thofe mi, * * ^ rew 
pointed outers, Laid be no longer m&tZ'ShSS 

jsj'Jsssss * aSmssb ky r»; 

Towards the end of this year Nero bellowed the Le/Ter v,™ x 
Armenia on Anftobulus the fon of Herod kW J ru ■ Z 

fin. *zv;;; 

of kmg, the country of Sopbene, lying between Arl 'H 
Mesopotamia, and Comagene; and aided fome towns of 

na^Vfon 6 r eT J lt ° UeS CUudius had given to Agrip. 

pa, the Ion of Agnppa, kmg of Judaea “. Before the year 
expired, ambaffadors arrived from Armenia, to plead be¬ 
fore Nero a caufe of their nation j and, while the emperor 
was hearing them, feated on the imperial throne, Agrip¬ 
pina fuddenly appeared, and was advancing to fit in joint 
judgement with the prince. The whole affembly was (truck The *»- 
with amazement; but no one daring to retrain her, Se- hounded 
neca advifed him to defeend, and meet his mother: thus, a ”‘ b [ t, °” *f 
under the difguife of filial reverence, that public difgrace *&’**"'*' 
was prevented ; for the Romans thought it highly ignomi¬ 
nious, that foreign nations Ihould believe them to be go¬ 
verned by a woman. The audience was deferred to another 
day, when Seneca and Bmrhus took effectual care to pre¬ 
vent her difturbing.it. As her fon was a youth, and, wholly 
indebted to her intrigues for tjie fovereignty, lhe claimed 
an equal lhare with him; and therefore pretended to an- 
fwer foreign ambaffadors conjointly; to write letters to 
princes and kings ; to difpatch orders to the governois of 
provinces, and commanders of armies; to prefide among 

“ Tacit. Aimal. lib. xiH. cap. j. Joftph. Ant. lib. xx. cap. 5. 


(D) However, from refpeift of Gallio, the brother of Sene- 
to her, he'eaufed her late huf- ca, who, hearing of the deifica- 
band Claudius to be ranked a- tion of Claudius, could not help 
mong the gods, with all the exclaiming, that he had been 
folemnity and pomps of priefts, drawn up to heaven with a hook, 
altars, and facrilices: which as the criminals were dragged 
gave occafion to the pleafantiy to the Tiber (1 )• 

(1) Dio, p- hSS. 
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, the Roman eagles*, and, in ftiort, to be called and acknow, 
leged a partner in the empire which her anceftors had ac-, 
quired, and flte had conferred on her fon. She always ac-* 
companied him in the fame litter, was attended hy the 
fame guards, and, at firft, prevailed upon the young prince 
to aflembje the fepate in the palace, that, polled by a door 
behind a curtain, file might overhear the debates, without 
being feen. Senefca and Burrhus, apprifed what dreadful 
diforders (he would raife, if lhe once obtained the afeen- 
dant over the prince, left no method untried to leffen her 
power; and their attempts were not without fuccefs. The 
fame year Nero applied to*.the fenate for a Hattie to his fa¬ 
ther, and for the confular ornaments to Afconius Labeo, 
who had been his tutor. The fenate not only complied 
with his requeft, but, at the fame time, decreed ftatues to 
himfelf of folid filver and gold ; which he abfolutely re- 
fufed. The fenate likewife decreed, that the year (hould, 
s { or thc future, begin on December, the month in which 
Vtrt's rno- Nero was born: hut, notwithftanding the ordinapee pf the 
‘W* fenate, he preferred the ancient cuftom of beginning the 
year with the of January, Neither would he admit a 
criminal profecuftpn againft Carinas Celer, a fepator, upon 
the accufation of a (lave ; nor againft Julius Denfus, a Ho¬ 
man knight, who was charged with his devotion to Britan- 
nicus, as a great crime *. • 

Yr. of FI. In the following year. Nero, who was, by a decree of the 
A.*D^56 exercife the confulfhip in the twentieth year of 

U. C. 804' a K e > though he was now but in his eighteenth, took 

•-•— poffeflion of that dignity, agreeable to the cuftom of other 

fTero'j firjl emperor?, who 1 never failed to affume the fafees the year 
(onjuljbtp. a ft e r their acceffion to the empire. He chofe for his col¬ 
league I4. Antiftius Vetus, but would not fuiFer him tQ 
fwcar, a? ufual, that he wduld obferve the inftitutions of 
the emperor; an inftance of modefty highly extolled by the 
fathers, with a defign to animate his youthful mind to the 
purfuit of glory refiftting from things of greater moment. 
At the fame time* he extended his mercy towards Plautius 
Lateranus, who haying been, formerly degraded from the 
order of fenator, for adultery with Meflalina, was now re- 
(lored to his ancient rank. After two months he rehgned 
the fafees; but to whom, we arc no where told. 

Mht’tl* ,. Th ‘ 8 f ear Nero firft began to difregard tbe authority of 
'authorityof " 1S mother; a mark of contempt which was no way dif- 
Mit mother. pleahng to Seneca and Burrhus, who dreaded her violent 
' fpirit, and expelled to fee the calamities of the late reign 

" Tacit. Annal. lib. xiij, cap. |i. 
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rene wed, if ever fl>e ihould bear the chief fway in die ad* 
ijiiniftration. The young prince conceived a violent paf* 

Con for a franchifed flave, named A&e ; and, at the fame 
time, confulted, as confidents in his amour, Otho and 
Claudius Senecio ; the firft of a confular family, the £kme 
who afterwards arrived at the empire ; and the other, the 
fon of one of the emperor’s freedmcn. They were both 
youths of graceful perfpns, but entirely abandoned to all 
manner of lewdnefs and debauchery; and, on that account, 
admitted by Nero to an entire intipiacy. Seneca and Bur¬ 
rhus were foon informed of their pupil’s intrigue; but 
upon mature deliberation, thought it advifeable not to 
thwart him in his amour, Cnee, with a woman of low con¬ 
dition, to the injury of no man, the prince fatisfied his 
youthful inclinations; whereas, if he were reftrained from 
that gallantry, there was room to dread that he would 
outrageouily infult women of the greateft diftin&ion; for 
he had already conceived an utter averfion to his wife 0£ta- 
via, however illuftrious in her birth, however celebrated 
for her virtue. 

Agrippina could not endure the irregular condu& of her 
fon, not from any motive of virtue, as will foon appear, 
but becaufe (he dreaded the extravagant power of a concu¬ 
bine. She left no arts unpraftifed to check his growing Nerochtdt- 
paflion ; (he filled the city with the angry inve£lives of an tdty his 
incenfed woman, and complained that a manumitted Have 
was become her rival, an handmaid her daughter-iri-law. 

But the keener her reproaches were, the more they fired 
her fon’s paflion ; fo that, being at length overcome by its 
force, he (hook off all refpefl to his mother; and threw 
himfelf, without feferve, into the arms of Seneca, with 
whom he knew Annaeus Serenus (E) lived in clofe confi¬ 
dence, one who had hitherto ‘covered the prince’s paflion 
for Atle, by pretending to be in love with her himfelf; and 
had openly prefented to her, in his own name, whatever 
Nero in fecret bellowed upon her. Agrippina was no uvhtmdu^ 
fooner^pprifed of thefe particulars, than (he changed her ' uours a f- 
arts and addrefs, attempting to regain the confidence of 

(E) He was commander of gree grieved for the lofs of fo 
the city-guards, and generally dear and worthy a friend, as he 
efteemed, notwithllanding his himfelf owns in one of his Jet- 
thus concealing Nero’s paflion ters (a), that he deferved to be 
for A£le. To him Seneca in- ranked among thofe who had 
feribed his books De Tranquil- fuifered themfelves to be over¬ 
state ; and was to fuch a de- come by an untimely grief, 

(0 Senec, Epift. 63. 
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her foa by gentle and alluring fpeeches: the even offeree 
Mm her own chamber, that there# and, if he pleafed, with¬ 
in her own arms, he might more privately indulge his paf- 
Con : ih< even acknowleged her mtfeafotlable feverity, and' 
made him a tender of ail her wealth, which was not much 
flmrt of the imperial treafures. Thus, from being too 
ftri& in checking her fon, fhe became, all at once, beyond 
rtteafiare, fubroiffive and fawning. This fudden altera¬ 
tion did not deceive Nero; and his intimate friends, dread¬ 
ing it, entreated him to be upon his guard againft the fnares 
of an implacable and deceitful woman 
It happened about this time, that, as Nero was furveying 
the rich ornaments in which the emperor’s wives and mo¬ 
thers ufed to appear on foiemn days, be fele£ted the molt 
pompous and ftately, arid fent them as prefents to his mo¬ 
ther. This ftep the young prince took, to convince her, 
that though he would not be governed by her, yet he bore 
her no rancour, or ill-will: but Agrippina, tranfported 
with rage, uttered bitter complaints againft her fon, who, 
fhe faid, by fending her fuch trifles, did not fo much intend 
to make her a prefent, as fo exclude her from all the reft, 
and to divide with her What he had wholly received from 
Diffenfitits her. Theft words were immediately carried to Nero, with 
birwttn aggravations; who thereupon, provoked with Pallas, by 
f/tr-o and w Com chiefly Agrippina was fuppotted in her ambitious de- 
dgrifpma. (jifmHTed him from the management of the finances, 

which he had received from Claudius, and in which he had 
a£ted more Kke the fovereign direftor of the empire than a 
jninifter(F). 

7 ktdif- The difgrace of Pallas pfovolled Agrippina to fuch a 
greet of degree, that, not able to reftrain her rage, foe abandoned 
Pallas re- fcerfelf to it without reftraiitt, ottering dreadful threats and 
fenied by cur fe Sj c ven in the emperor's hearing. “ Britannicus, (faid 
Agrifftna. ^ j 9 now g rown u p # the true and worthy fon of Clau¬ 
dius • he is now fit to aiTtfnM! the eittpire of his father; an 
empire which one, who is a- fon only by adoption, Jiolds, 

Tacit. Annal/’Bh. *iii, cap. xj. 

(F) We are told, that, as he his accounts, the public fliould 
left the palace, attended by have no more demands upon 
many followers, Nero faid, not him than he upon the public, 
unpleafantly, ‘ ‘ Pallas is going Thus Pallas forfeited his power, 
to abdicate the fovereignty.” but preferred immenfe wealth, 
The emperor, however, allured amounting to feven millions of 
him, upon his word, that he our money, to the hour of his 
mould not be queftioned for his death, which happened m the 
pall behaviour; and that, as to eighth year of Nero’s reign. 
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to the prejudice of the lawful heir; and exerts his ill- 
acquired power chiefly to abufe arid infult his mother.” 
She threatened to publifli to the world all her infamous 
pra&ices, all the fteps fhe had taken to fecure the empire to 
the ungrateful monfter her fon, the furreptitious adoption, 
her own guilt in poifoning her hufband, and the crying ca¬ 
lamities (he had brought upon her own family, the unhappy 
houfe of Germanicus. She added, that only one comfort, 
by the providence of the gods, remained to her, that her 
ftep-fon was ilill alive ; with him fhe would repair to the 
camp, and there leave it to the decifion of the foldiery, whe¬ 
ther the prating pedagogue Seneca, and the maimed Bur¬ 
rhus, or the fon of the deified Claudius, and the daughter 
of the renowned Germanicus, fhould have the fovereign 
rule of mankind. At the fame time, (he fhopk her fift at 
the emperor, clenched her hands, uttered all manner of 
reproaches, curfes, imprecations j devoted the monfter, fo 
fhe called her fon, and his governors, to the infernal furies; 
invoked the manes of her hufband Claudius, of the Silarii, 
and many others, whom fhe had murdered, to no purpofe. 
This condu<ft alarmed Nero. As Britannicus next day end¬ 
ed the fourteenth year of his age, when he was to take the 
manly robe, the emperor began feriouAy to refledl with 
himfelf on the violent temper of his mother, as well as up¬ 
on the promifing genius of the youth, of which he had 
given, in the late feafts of Saturn, a remarkable proof, and 
gained by it the favour and efteem of all ranks (G). 

From 


(G) Befides many other in¬ 
nocent diverfions pra&ifed on 
that occaiion by the Roman 
youth of the like age and con¬ 
dition, it was an ancient cufiom 
among them to choofe a king, 
whofe commands, whatever they 
were, the whole company was 
bound tc>obey. The king was 
chofen by lot; and, in the pa¬ 
lace, where the emperor, who 
was himfelf a youth, Britanni¬ 
cus, and other noble youths, di¬ 
verted themfelve6 with this paf- 
time, the lot fell upon Nero, 
who thereupon gave to all the 
reft different commands, yet 
fuch as expofed them to no ri¬ 
dicule ; but that to Britannicus 
was, to Hand up in the middle 


of the company, and there fing 
a fong. He hoped the boy, un- 
accuftomed as he was to com¬ 
pany, and quite ignorant how 
to behave himfelf in public, 
would become an objeX of 
laughter: but Britannicus, to 
the great furprize of all, with 3 
becoming modefty, and an un- 
diflurbed addrefs, though the 
eyes of the whole court were 
upon him, raifed his voice, and 
fung a few verfes, importing, 
that he was bereft of his natural 
inheritance, and unjuftly de¬ 
prived of the authority to which 
he Was born. The modeft and 
comely afpeX of the youth, the 
deep concern he betrayed in 
every note, and the refleXione 
which 
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leal rage. 
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From that time Nero conceived an irreconcilable hatred 
to the innocent youth} and, being alarmed at the threats 
of his mother, he refolved to rid himfelf of one, whom he 
no longer beheld as a brother but as a competitdr: how¬ 
ever, not daring openly to command the execution of a 
petfon of his rank, whom he could reproach with no crime, 
he ordered poifon to be privately prepared, employing, as 
his agent, Julius Pollio, tribune of a praetorian cohort, in 
whofe cuftody was kept, under condemnation, the famous 
Locufta, who had adminiftered poifon to Claudius. As for 
thofe who were about the perfon of Britannicus, Agrippina 
had long fince taken care, that they fhould be fuch as had 
no fenfe of honour or honefty. The dofe was therefore 
hafiily prepared by Locufta, and adminiftered to the young 
prince by the hands of his governors } but, whether it was 
not powerful enough in itfelf, or had been weakened on 
purpofe that its too fudden operation might not create 
fufpicion, it produced little or no effefl. Nero was fo in- 
cenfed at this mifcarriage, that he threatened the tribune 
with immediate death } and would have ordered Locufta to 
be executed, purfuant to her former fentence, for prefer¬ 
ring her own fafety to the fecurity of the prince, had fhe 
not undertaken to prepare a dofe, which fhould difpatch 
him as fuddenly as a dagger. Accordingly, the deadly 
potion, compounded of feveral violent poifons, was prepar¬ 
ed, in a chamber next to the emperor’s, and in his pre¬ 
fence. It was adminiftered to Britannicus, while he fat at 
a feparate table in the emperor’s apartment, according to 
thecuftom obferved by the children of the reigning family, 
who were never admitted to the emperor’s table, but took 
their meals apart with other young noblemen, not in a 
lying, but fitting pofture. Whatever the princes of the 
imperial family eat or drank, was firft tailed by an officer 
called pnsguftator. To the end therefore, that neither this 
cultom might be omitted, nor the iniquity be difcovered 
By the death of both, the matter was thus concerted. To 
Britannicus drink was prefented without poifon, and tried 
by the taller, but folding hot, and, for that reafon, re¬ 
turned : it was then tempered with cold wafer, into which 
poifon had been poured beforehand, of fuch force, that 
Britannicus had fore, fwallowed it, when he fell to the 


which all who were prefent verfes he fung, immediately 
made, drew fighs and tears withdrew, as did all the reft, in 
fromthe whole company. Ne- filemje, to indulge their grief in 
ro, flruck with the addrefs of private, and let their tears flow 
the youth, but more with the unreftrained. 


ground* 
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ground, bereft at once of fpeech and life. Fear and 
trembling feized his companions; fome inftantly made off, 
but others, who comprehended the myftery, remained with 
their eyes fixed ftedfaftly upon Nero, who, without betray¬ 
ing the leaft emotion, declared, it was only an ufual fit of 
the falling-ficknefs, to which Britannicus had been lubje& 
from his early childhood; and that, by degrees, his fight 
and underltanding would return. Agrippina, and the young 
prince’s After Odtavia, were both prefent, but ftrove to 
conceal their grief and furprize. Oclavia had learned from 
her infancy to diffemble every fymotom of grief and tender- 
nefs, and every other affe&ion of her foul; but Agrippina, 
fenfible that her laft refuge was fnatched from her, could not 
help betraying manifeft tokens of dread and confternation. 
However, (he endeavoured to hide her concern ; fo that, 
after a fhort filence, the gaiety of the entertainment was 
refumed f. 

Upon the fame day were feen the untimely fate of HU fw 
Britannicus, and his funeral pile, to which his body was ral ‘ 
conveyed in the evening, all things belonging to his funeral 
having been previoufly prepared. His remains were depo- 
fited in the field of Mars, without any pomp, folemnity, or 
even a funeral oration, though he was the laft branch of 
the Claudian family, which had fubfifted in great fplendor, 
and upon its own flock, without adoptions, ever fince the 
time of Romulus. During the funeral ceremony, a vio¬ 
lent and tempeftuous fhower of rain fell, which the popu¬ 
lace confidered as a declaration of the wrath of the gods for 
fuch an enormous iniquity; while others, reflefting on the 
eternal diilenfions of rival brothers, and the unfociable 
genius of fovereignty, called it a venial crime s. 

Nero, by an edi£t, juftified the hafty difpatch of the ob- Hero's hj~ 
fequies; complained, that in Britannicus he had loft the P° cri f>- 
fupport of a brother ; and exhorted the fathers to cherifh, 
with the greater tendernefs, a prince, who alone furvived, 
of a family born to fuftain the fovereign power. He then 
diftributed the poffeffions of Britannicus, his palaces in 
Rome, his manors and villas throughout Italy, like fpoils 
taken in war, among the chief perfons of his court, to pur- 
chafe, by fuch donations, their approbation, or, at leaft, 
their filence (H). In this diftribution Nero did not forget 


F Tacit. Ann. lib. xiii. cap. iS, tj. s Idem, cap. 17. 


(H) Tacitus tells us, that nottvithftandingthefeverityand 
fome were feverelycenfured for uprightnefs they profefled. He 
fiiaring in thefe diftributions, means, no doubt, Burrhus and 

Seneca; 
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liis mother; but could by no liberalities calm ner terH< 
peftuous fpirit. She carefled O&avia, the deceafed prince’s 
lifter, and the emperor’s wife j held frequently fecret cabals 
with her confidents, and wa 3 amaffing treafure, as if ihe 
had feme great defign to execute. She paid great atten¬ 
tion to the tribunes and centurions, and received, in the 
moft obliging manner, fuch of the nobility as came to wait 
upon her. Thefe meafurcs being reported to Nero, he 
withdrew the praetorian guards which attended her, as con- 
fort to the late emperor and mother to the prefent, and 
alfo the band of Germans, which, as a farther honour, had 
been added to the former: at the fame time he commanded 
her to quit the palace, and retire to the houfe which had 
belonged to her grandmother Antonia. He repaired thither 
fometimes-to vifit her, but always furrounded with a croud 
of officers; and, withdrew, after a fhort compliment. 
Agrippina was immediately deferred in her new habitation ; 
the throng of courtiers who daily frequented her levee, 
while Ihe lived in the palace, inftantly vanifhed ; no one 
appeared to confole her in her difgrace; no one to vifit 
her, except a fmall number of ladies, and thefe not from 
any friendfbip or affe&ion, but to watch all the words and 
a&ions of the difgraced princefs, and carry them, with the 
ufual aggravations of tale-bearers, to the emperor. 

Among thefe was Julia Silana, whom Caius Silius had 
divorced, to marry Meffalina. She v/ ss no lefs infamous 
for her lewdnefs than renowned on account of her high 
birth and extraordinary beauty; had been long dear to 
Agrippina ; and, for a confiderable while, lived with her 
in great intimacy; but being afterwards difgufted with her, 
for diverting Sextius Africanus, a noble youth, from mar¬ 
rying her, ihe refolved to make Agrippina pay dear for that 
injury. With this view (he inftru&ed two of her own crea¬ 
tures, Iturius and Calvifius, to accufe her of a defign to 
marry RubelliusPlautus, great grandfonof Auguftus, with 
a view to raife difturbances in the ftate. This furmife was 
hy Iturius and Calvifius imparted to Atimetus, the freedman 
of Domitia, Nero’s aunt, and hy him to Paris, the cele¬ 
brated player, who was alfo Domitia's freedman. Paris 
haftened to the'emperor, laid before him a minute detail 

Seneca; but endeavours to ex- own confcience, hoped that his 
cufe them, by adding, that crimes would be overlooked, if 
they were perhaps forced to ac- by largefies he could involve, 
(tpt the prefents by the autho- as it were, in die fame guilt, 
rity of the emperor, who being perfbss of fuch credit and re* 
ftueg with the guilt of hi* putation. > 

of 
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of the pretended confpiracy, and fo alarmed him, that, 
without any farther inquiries, he refolved not only to put 
his mother and Plautus to death, but to remove Burrhus, 
the captain of his guards, as one who owed his promotion 
to Agrippina. Nero could not be diverted from the im¬ 
pious purpofe of killing his mother, till Burrhus undertook Burrhus 
to fee her executed, in cafe fhe were convicted of the crimes imertedu 
laid to her charge; but every one, he fajd, ought to be f or htr ' 
heard before condemnation, more efpecially a mother. 

Early next morning Burrhus and Seneca, attended by fome 
of the emperor’s freedmen, to liften to their difcourfe, went 
to wait on Agrippina, to notify the charge brought againft 
her, and give in the names of her accufers. She received 
them with great hauglitinefs; and, when her crimes were 
explained to her, defended herfelf with her wonted fierce- 
nefs, but at the fame time, with fuch energy, that Seneca Shtis found 
and Burrhus, convinced of her innocence, not only declar- innocent, 
ed her free from all guilt, but, at her requeft, prevailed " ndrtt urns 
with the emperor to grant her an interview. Upon this oc- 
cafion, (he took not the leaft notice of the crimes laid to * ’ 
her charge, as if her innocence were fufficiently known, 
nor of the obligations he owed her, left flie fhould feem to 
reproach him with ingratitude; but confidently demanded, 
that vengeance fhould be taken of her accufers, and fuitable 
rewards conferred on her friends j in both -which demands 
fhe was gratified. 

Among her friends, Fenius Rufus was honoured with the 
charge of fupplying the city with corn ; to Aruntius Stella 
was given the direction of certain public fhows ; to CaiuS 
Balbillus was afligned the government of Egyptj and that 
of Syria to Publius Anteius, who was neverthelefs, under 
various pretences, detained at Rome. Of her accufers, Si- 
lana, Calvifius, and Iturius, Ivere fent into exile; againft; 

Atimetus fentence of death was pronounced, and executed; 
but Paris, the emperor’s infeparable companion in his de¬ 
bauches, was difmified without any punifhment r . This 
year Pallas and Burrhus were charged with a defign of 
railing to the empire Cornelius Sylla, Vho had married An¬ 
tonia, the late emperor’s daughter: but the charge appear¬ 
ing evidently forged, they were both declared innocent. 

The arrogance of Pallas, however innocent, gave, on this Theerra- 
occafion, no fmall offence; for the accufer naming fome of gone* «/ 
his freedmen, whom he pretended to have heen his accom- PaUa3 ‘ 
plices, the franchifed Have had the impudence to anfwer, 
that he never condefcended to fpeak to any of his domeftics, 

r Tacit, lib. xiii, cap, ttr—tt. 

but 
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tilt conftantly fignified his pleafure to them by a nod, £ 
* motion of his hand, or, if his commands confided of many 

particulars, in writing, that they fright thus learn refpect 
for their in after. Burrhus, though accufed, fat and voted 
with the other judges, by whom the accufer Pefus Was com 
dtwjmed to baniftiment. Towards the clofe of the year the 
emperor caufed the cohort to be removed, which ufed to at¬ 
tend as a guard at the public fports, to exhibit a plaufible 
appearance of popular liberty, and alfo to prevent the fol- 
diery from tainting their difcipline with the licentioufnefs of 
the theatre • (I). 

During the following yeaf, Quintus Volufius Satuminus 
and P. Cornelius Scipio being confuls, Nero began to in¬ 
dulge with more liberty his youthful inclinations, his de- 
bauched companions, efpecially Otho and Senecio, incef- 
fantly repeating in his ears, that he was no longer a child, 
to be awed by a Burrhus, or a Seneca ; that they ought to 
tremole before him, as their fovereign, and not he before 
Nireeban - them, as his tutors and matters. As youth are more fufcep- 
‘‘nfto’ri bad than good counfels, the young prince, notwith- 

wUingmd Banding the wholfome advice of his governors, abandoned 
dibauthtry. himfelf to unfeafonable revellings, and filled Rome with in¬ 
numerable diforders ; for, unmindful of his rank, and dif- 
guifed in the habit of a Have, he in the night fcoured the 
ftreets, the public inns, and the dews, followed by his de¬ 
bauched companions, who feized, as lawful prey, whatever 
they found expofed to fale, and afiaulted all they met. In 
thefe frolicks, he often ran great dangers, and once was fo 
wounded in the face, that he ever afterwards bore the fear, 
no one imagining it was the emperor who thus roamed and 
rioted about the city; but when that adventure came to be 
known, his name was falfly aflumed as a cloak by others, 
who, in feparate gangs, pradlifed the fame excefiesj fo 
that dangerous tumults happened almod every night in 
Rome (K). ji e 


• Tacit. Ann. fib. xiii. cap. i*—»+. 


(I) Such was Nero, during 
the firft year ofhis reign, when 
he gloried in not having flied 
one drop of blood, as we learn 
from the books of clemency, 
which Seneca inferibed to him 
fonje time after be had entered 
the nineteenth year of his age, 
that is, about the fifty-fifth of 
the Chriftian sera. 


(K) The prince having one 
night offered fome affront to a 
woman of diftin&ion, as (he was 
returning home in the dark, her 
hulband, Julius Montanus, a 
fenator, who attended her, not 
only repulfed the aggrelior, but 
handled him fo roughly, that 
he. was, for feveraldays, obliged 
to keep his room: Suetonius 
fays. 
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tie likewife todk great delight in inflaming the different 
jfa&ions in the theatre, that favoured particular players; 
and when they were engaged, as it were, in combat, it was 
a great diversion to him to throw ftories and pieces of 
broken benches among them, with which he once dangeV- 
oufly wounded a prsetor in the head. Thefe tumults Hint 
the whole city into parties and factions, fome favouring one 
player, and fome another; infomuch that greater and more 
dangerous Commotions being apprehended, no other re¬ 
medy was found, but that of driving the players out of Players 
Italy, ahd recalling the foldiers to guard the theatre at the ^yyen out 
celebration of the public Ihews'. lajl ‘ 

The next confuls were Nero, the fecond time, aridL Cal- Several 
purnius Pifo, who, after fix months, religncd the fafces to 
Ducennius Geminus and Pompeius Paulinus. This year r . e rofity, ' 
the emperor remitted the duty upon the fale of flaves; dif- good-nc- 
tributed to the populace a largefs of four hundred fma.’l !ur ^< 
fefterces a man ; and iflued an edi£l, forbidding all gover¬ 
nors of provinces to exhibit any public ihews, knowing that 
fuch aftsof munificence were only defigned to fufpend the 
clamours of the people, who, in the end, bore the whole 
charge ; fo that the liberality of their governors, and their 
avarice, concurred equally to undo them. He likewife rea¬ 
dily confented to a decree of the fenate, enadling, that, if 
any one was killed by his flaves, thofe who had been manu¬ 
mitted, if they ftiH continued under the fame roof, ihould 
be executed with his other flaves. Lucius Varius, who had 
been conful, but formerly degraded for extortion, he re- 
ilored to his rank ; and referred Pomponia Grsecina, a lady 
of great dillinftion, accufed of having embraced a foreign 
fuperttition, probably the Chrillian religion, purfuant to thd 
ancient cuftom, to the inquifition of her huiband. She was 


1 Tacit- Annal. lib. xiii. cap- ai 
Vail. p. 68j. 

fays, he Wjjsalmofl killed. How¬ 
ever, he diflemhled this treat¬ 
ment fo long as it remained un¬ 
known to whom it had been of¬ 
fered ; but Montanus having at 
laft difeovered it was the em¬ 
peror, and thereupon implored, 
by a letter, his forgivenefs, Ne¬ 
ro, thinking he reproached him, 
by owning he knew him, o- 
bliged him, by threats and me- 

(1) Tacit. Annal. lib. 

Ve L . XII. 


Suet cap.iS. Bio, in Excerpt. 

naces, to kill himfelf. Thence¬ 
forth the emperor became more 
cautious, and was conftantly 
attended, in his nodturnal ram¬ 
ble, by a party of his guards, 
and a numerous train of gla¬ 
diators following him at fome 
diftance, who, however, were 
ordered not to interpofe, till the 
prince’s party was quite over¬ 
come (1). 

xiii- cap, *$, 
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ried to A ulus Plautius, the fame who, by his conqOefts id 
Britain in the reign of Claudius, had deferved an ova¬ 
tion. Plautius aflembled his relations, took, together with 
them, cognizance of the behaviour and reputation of his 
feife, and declared her innocent. 

'The following year Nero entered upon his third conful- 
fhip, but held it only four months. His colleague was Va¬ 
lerius Meffala, to whom, as he was of an illuflrious family, 
but, by misfortunes, reduced to poverty, the emperor ge- 
neroufly prelented a yearly pen lion of five hundred great 
fcfterces.. At the fame time he afligned annual appoint¬ 
ments to other fenators, who did not defervc them, as they 
had wafted their paternal wealth in voluptuoufnefs and riot¬ 
ous living. Publius Suilius, an abandoned accufer, who 
bad made a great figure during the reign of Claudius, and, 
with bis venal eloquence, procured the ruin of many illus¬ 
trious citizens, Was arraigned of various crimes : he was 
charged with the death of Poppsea Sabina, of Julia the 
daughter of Drufus, of Valerius Afiaticns, of Lucius Sa- 
tuminus, of Cornelius Lupus, and of whole bands of Ro¬ 
man knights, condemned at his inftigation : in fliort, all 
the cruelties committed in the late reign were imputed to 
Suilius. In his defence he urged, that he had engaged in 
none of thefe aecufations voluntarily, but afted purely in 
obedience to the prince. Nero checked this plea, by de¬ 
claring, that from the memoirs of Claudius, it evidently 
appeared, that no accufation had been undertaken by hia 
order. The accufed then pleaded the commands of Meff.i- 
lina : but this too was reckoned a weak defence ; for why, 
.it was faid, bad no other advocate than Suilius been fmgled 
out to accompliih the bloody purpofes of thatproftitute ? 

Seneca feems to have been the chief and moft fanguine 
promoter of this profecution ; for againft him chiefly Sui¬ 
lius inveighed, reproaching him with having contaminated 
the beds of princefles, meaning Julia, Germanicus’s daugh¬ 
ter v with hunting after inheritances, and catching the rich 
and childleis, as it were, in his net; with his exhaufting 
all Italy, and the provinces, by his exceflive ufuryj with 
amaffing, by what precepts of wifdom, by what principles 
of philofophy, he faid he knew not, a treafure of more than 
feveri millions, in the fhort fpace of four years. Thefe re¬ 
proaches, fays Tacitus, did not a little taint the reputation 
stnd chata&er of bis antagonist Seneca. Suilius, however, 
yiras condemned, and baoiilicd to the Balearic iflands on 
the ooaft of Spain. In hatred to him, bis fob Nerulinux 
was alfo arraigned ; but Nero interpofed, alleging, that pub- 
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lie Vengeance was fisfficiently fatiated by the punifbment of 
the father ". 

It was at this period that Nero conceived a paflion for the 
celebrated Poppaea Sabina} a paflion which proved the, 
fource of heavy calamities to the Roman ftate. She wa f 
the daughter of another Popptea Sabina, put to death‘Dy 
Meflalina’s orders, as we have already related, and of Titus 
Ollius, a fenator. As Poppseus Sabinus, her mother’s fa¬ 
ther, had borne the confular dignity, and been honoured 
with triumphal ornaments, fhe borrowed his name, and 
called herfelf Poppsea Sabina; for, to her own father, the 
friendfhip of Sejanus had proved fatal before he had attained 
to that dignity. She pofleffed every ornament becoming Poppea 
her fex, except that of virtue: in beauty fhe excelled all Sabmm’t 
the women of her time ; her wit, engaging addrefs, and <hara3tr„ 
fprightly converfation, charmed all who converfed with her: 
but her lewdnefs knew rto bounds; nor was (he controlled 
in the purfuit of it byany refpect to reputation. Between 
hufband and adulterer (lie made no diftinftion, fays Ta¬ 
citus, but was ever ready to gratity her own inclinations, 
without regarding any ties, however binding. Hence, 
though fhe was married to Rufus Crifpinus, a Roman knight, 
and by him had a fon, Ihe was not afhamed to leave him, 
and live publicly with Otlio, a gay youth, the emperor’s 
reigning favourite. This commerce of adultery was foon 
followed by their marriage, Crifpinus readily confentingto 
a divorce. Otho, now her hufband, was continually ex¬ 
tolling to Nero the beauty and charms of his wife, prompt¬ 
ed either by the indifereet warmth of a lover, or by a de¬ 
fire of kindling in the young prince’s breaft the like paflion, 
and procuring, from their common enjoyment of'the fame 
woman, an additional fupport to his prefent authority. 

Nero’s paflion was eafily inflamed : hedefired to fee Pop- 
ptea; an interview was appointed ; and the emperor, in his 
firft converfation with her, was fo captivated with her foft 
arts, with her addrefs and carefles, that he carried her to 
the palaap, where fhe was detained. But the artful Pop- Shecapti- 
paea, when fhe had wrought up the prince’s affection to , 
the higheft pitch, changed her former behaviour into haugh- 
tinefs, importuning the emperor to let her return to her 
hufband, whom, of all men, flle thought the moft deferv- 
ing, the moft worthy of her affection. Otho was immedi¬ 
ately forbidden the palace, debarred all intercourfe, 'and 
even aecefe'to the emperor j and foon after, to prevent any 
communication with Poppaea, preferred to the government 

to, 

.« Tacit Annal. lib. xiii. cap. 4 a, 4V 
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of Lufitanla ; a government which he adminiftered for the 
fpace of ten years with eminent uprightnefs and honour, 
having acquired no lefs reputation in authority by his gra¬ 
vity and regular conduct, than he had deferved infamy in- 
abrivate ftation, by a mofl voluptuous and diiToliite life 
Toils Nero enjoyed Popptea without a rival, and was, for 
feme time, entirely governed by her pernicious and deftruc- 
tive counfels. This year Cornelius Sylla, who had married 
Antonia, the daughter of Claudius, being falfly accufed of 
confpiring againft the emperor, was banifhed, and confined 
within the walls of Marfeilles *. As the people complain¬ 
ed loudly of the arbitrary exarflions of the publicans, Nero 
defigned to fupprefs all taxes and duties, thinkingjthat in¬ 
dulgence the greateft bounty he could bellow upon mankind;, 
but the fenate, after many encomiums on his magnanimity, 
rellrained him, by remonftrating, that the ftippreflion of 
all taxes mull neceffarily be attended with the diflolution of 
the empire. The prince, therefore, contented himfelf with 
ordaining, that all the regulations relating to the revenues, 
which till then had been kept fecret, fhould be hung up in 
public, to the end that every one might know the precife 
fum he was to contribute ; that the publicans fhould exatt 
no claims more than a year back ; that all caufes againft 
them Ihould he immediately heard and determined by the 
prattor at Rome, and, in the provinces, by the proprietors 
and preconfuls. He laid other equitable injunctions, which 
however foort grew obfolete ; though the iuppreluon of the 
quadragefima, or fortieth penny, and of tire quitiquagefima, 
or fiftieth, as alfo of fonte other impofitions, continued in 
force, at lead till the reign of Adrian. At the fame time, 
to encourage the bringing of grain from the tranfinarine 
provinces, it was ordained, that it lhould be imported 
duty free i. 

In Germany, the commanders of the Roman armies hav¬ 
ing no enemy to contend with, kept their troops employed 
in various public works. Paulinus Pompeius, whs com¬ 
manded in Lower Germany, completed a dam, which 
Drufus had begun fixty three ygdrs before, to reftrain the 
overflowing of the Rhine. Lucius Vetus, who commanded 
in Upper. Germany, undertook a work great, ftupendous, 
' and worthy of the Roman grandeur ; which was, to dig a 
canal of communication between the Saone and the Mo- 
felle, that the armies from Italy, tranfported by fea into the 
Rhone, and thence into the Saone, might fall, through thia 


w Tacit, cap. 43, 46. Suet, in Oth. cap. j. Jofeph. An tin lib. xx. 
cap. 7. * Tacit. Annal. lib. xiii. cap. 47. * Idem ibid, 

cap. 51, ja. Suet. cap. ia. 
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canal into the Mofelle, thence through the Rhine into the 
ocean. But iElius Gracilis, governor of Belgic Gaul, 

.through which the Mofelle flowed, jealous of the glory 
which Vetus would have acquired by fo great and uieful 
an undertaking, cautioned him not to bring his troops mjaf 
another’s province, and at the fame time threatened wn 
with the difpleafure of the emperor, who would be alarmed 
at fuch an enterprise, imagining it undertaken with a pri¬ 
vate view to court the aftedtions of the Gauls. Thus was 
that glorious project defeated z . 

Paulinus being fucceeded by Dubius Avitus, and Vetus 
by T. Curulius Mancias, the Frifians, under the conduit The Fri- 
of Vcrritus and Malarigis, pofleffed themfelves of certain M”‘P°l~ 
unoccupied lands, which had been applied to the ufe of the 
Roman foldiers, who ufed to fend their horfes and cattle to J [ a „d, be- 
graze there. They had already founded their dwellings, longing to 
and fown the fields, when Avitus threatened to drive them theRo- 
from thence, unlefs they firft obtained from the emperor a manl - 
grant of thofe territories. In confequence of this declara¬ 
tion, the two chiefs proceeded to Rome, where, till they 
could have an audience of Nero, among the feveral fights 
which were ufually exhibited to ft rangers, they were con¬ 
ducted to Pompey’s theatre, to affift at a public fliew. 

There, while they were furveying with aftonifliment the 
multitudes of people, and informing themfelves which were 
the Roman knights, and where fat the fenators, they dis¬ 
covered certain perfons in a foreign drefs, fitting among 
the latter, and afked who they were. “ This is a diftinc- 
tion (anfwered the interpreter), conferred by the Roman 
people on the ambaffadors of fuch nations as have figna- 
lized their bravery in war, and fidelity towards us.” If fo 
(replied the two chiefs), we claim a right to fit there too ■, 
for, amongft men, there is ndt a nation which, in fidelity 
and feats of arms, furpafies the Germansfo faying, they 
placed themfelves among the fenators; and, for this honelt 
freedom, were highly applauded by the numerous aflem- 
bly. Nero honoured them both with the rights of Roman 
citizens^ but commanded them to abandon their new pof- 
fe(lions ; an order which their countrymen refufing to obey, dr,vtn 
Avitus, by a fudden irruption, put many to the fword, and 
forced the reft to withdraw a . ' , . 

Some time after this event, the Anfibarii, being driven rj 

from their own country by the Chauci, took poflefiion of pjifam*; 
the fame lands, fupported by the neighbouring nations, who jeRuet *f 
pitied their forlorn condition, and led by Boiocalus, a man the font 
of great renown, and of known fidelity towards the Ro- 

* Tacit. Ann. lib xiii. cap. 53. * Idem Ibid, cap, 54—jS. 
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mans. He reprefented to Avitus, ip behalf of himfelf and 
hi3 people, that on the revolts of the Cherufci, when Varus 
and his legions were flaughtered, be had been thrown into 
bonds by Arminius; that he had afterwards ferved under 
'Tiberius, then under Germanicus, and to the merit of fifty 
y£?rs fervice was ready to add that of fubmitting his people 
to the empire of Rome. He remonftrated, that the territory 
in difpute was large, and lay wafte; that he might allow 
to an unhappy, people, driven from their own habitations, 
fettlements in it, and, at the fame time, retain wide tracts 
for the horfes and cattle of the Roman foldiers to graze and 
range in ; that it was inconfiftent with humanity to famifh 
men, in order to feed beafts 5 and incompatible with reli, 
gion, to devote to difmal deferts and folitude any part of 
the earth, which was, by the gods, appropriated to the 
children of men 5 that fuch parts of it as none poffeffed 
were free and common to all. Then raifing his eyes to 
the fun, and the other celeftial luminaries, he alked them, 
how they could bear to behold a defolate foil ? and alked 
if they would not more juftly let loofe the fea to fwallow 
up ufurpers, who thus ingrafted the earth ? Avitus, pro, 
voked at this language, made no other reply, than that the 
weakeft man mull fubmit to the more powerful; and that 
fince the gods, to whom they appealed, had left the fove- 
.reign judgment to the Romans, they would fuller no other 
judges than themfelves. This anfwer he gave in public ; but 
to Boiocalushe privately offeredlands, as an acknowlegement 
•of bis long attachment to the Romans. This offer the brave 
German confidered as a price propofed for betraying his 
people, and reje&ed it with indignation •, adding, “ A place 
to live in we may want; but a place to die in we cannot.” 
Thus they parted, with mutual animolity. 

T h, . A f' The- Anfibarii invited info a confederacy the bordering 

'part tor' nat ' ons » toft Curtiliu6 Mancias, who commanded in Upper 
\uar f Germany, pafling the Rhine at the head of his ’egions, 
threatened them with defolation and flaughter, if they af¬ 
forded any afliftaace to the enemies of Rome. On the other 
hand, they were awed by Avitus, who likewife ^appeared 
with his legiong on the banks of the Rhine ; fo that the 
unhappy Anfibarii, deferred by ail, had' recourfe to the 
Ufipites, the Tubantes, the Catti, and Cherufci, begging 
fehflxur leave t0 ^ cttle ' n th eir territories; but being every where 
mrur.-.f. driven out as enemies and intruders, in the courfe of thefe 
. long and various peregrinations, the people perilhed b . 

k Tacit. Annal. lib. »ii. cap. J7. 
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This year the juho&es, a people in alliance with Rome, Afabterra- 
who are fuppofed to have inhabited the counties of Naflau »«»' fire. 
and Ifemburg, were affii&ed with a fudden irruption of 
fubterraneous fire j which confumed their farms, towns, 
and dwellings, and was advancing with great fury to the 
walls of Cologne, when certain boors, after having in \ 4 in 
attempted to extinguifh it with water, and other ufual ex¬ 
pedients, tranfported with rage, attacked it at a diftance 
with vollies of Hones. This aflault, to their great furprize, 
allayed its fury; which no fooner began to abate, than they 
proceeded to a clofer attack with clubs and blows, as in an 
encounter with an enemy ; and at length, which was ftiil How ex- 
more furprifing, they quite vanquifhed the conflagration, 
by throwing their garments upon the flames c . 

This year Domitius Corbulo, the greateft general of his Armeaia 
age, completed the redudion of Armenia, by expelling 
Tiridates, brother to Vologefes, king of the Parthians, and 
making himfelf mafter of Artaxata, the moft important 
place of the whole kingdom. Of the glorious exploits of 
this brave officer, we have given an account in our hiftory 
of Armenia: therefore we mail only add, that, for the fuc- 
cefs which had attended Corbuki’s arms. Kero was pro¬ 
claimed emperor; and, by a decree of the fenate, days of 
public thankfgiving were appointed, with ftatues of Vic¬ 
tory to the prince, triumphal arches, and perpetuity of the 
confulfhip. It was alfo decreed, that the day when the 
city of Artaxata was taken, the day when the news arrived 
at Rome, and the day which produced that decree, ihould 
all be for ever kept as feftivals. This motion was oppofed 
by Caius Caffius; who obferved, that were every inftance 
of public profperity to be attended with public thankfgiving, 
the whole year would not afford days fufficient for futh 
folemnities} a juft diftribulion (he laid) ought therefore 
to be made between days of devotion and days of bufinefs, 
that khe worfhip of the gods might not interfere with the 
occupations of men *. 

Hitherto Nero’s adminiftration was much applauded, and 
is generally extolled by hiftorians; Trajan, an excellent 
prince, is faid to have propofedto himfelf the firft five years 
of Nero’s reign, as die moft accomplifhed model of an equit¬ 
able government '. It is certain, however, that this year, 
the fixth of his reign, when Caius Vipfanius Apronianus, 
and Caius Fonteius Capito were confuis, produced an in- 
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fiance of the blacked and moll unnatural iniquity recorded 
in hiftory, that of a mother murdered by a fon, who was 
indebted to her not only for his life but for the empire, 
and that very power which, by an apoftacy from nature, 
’he impioufly employed againft her. This horrid attempt, 
which' will render the name of Nero execrable to the lateft 
pofterity, we (hall relate, as it has been tranfmitted to us 
by the moft unexceptionable hiftorians of antiquity. 

Agrippina had, after the late groundlefs charge brought 
againft her, in fome degree, regained the emperor’s favour, 
and continued to bear no fmall fway at court, till Poppaa 
was introduced. That ambitious proftitute aimed at no¬ 
thing lefs than folemnly marrying the emperor; but as file 
could never hope to fee Oftavia divorced, nor herfelf ho¬ 
noured with imperial wedlock, during the life of Agrip¬ 
pina, fhe made it her whole ftudy to inflame Nero againft 
her, fometimes jeering him by the farcaftical name of pupil, 
blindly fubjeG to the capricious humour of a woman, and 
fo far from being fuffered to rule the empire, that he was 
not allowed that liberty which every private Roman enjoyed 
as his birth-right. She added atrocious calumnies againft 
Agrippina, as if fhe harboured defigns againft his life; 
and threatened to abandon him, that fhe might not be ex- 
pofed to the dangers by which be was furrounded. Her 
complaints and expoftulations, enforced with fighs, tears, 
and all the foft artifices which the deceitful adulterefs pof- 
fefled in an eminent degree, pierced the foul of Nero: in 
behalf of Agrippina no one interpofed, all at court being 
overjoyed to fee her authority crufhed, but no one ima¬ 
gining the fon would ever be hardened to fuch a pitch of 
iniquity, as inhumanly to fpill the blood of his mother f . 

Agrippina, apprifed of the views and artifices of Poppaea, 
left nothing unattempted, which third of power could fug¬ 
ged, to retain her wonted dominion. Authors who lived 
in thofe times, and to whofe authority Tacitus paysfgreat 
deference, tell us, that the Jud of ruling tranfporttd her 
to fuch extravagant, and almod incredible lengths^ that 
while Nero was much heated with wine, and banqueting, 
fiie accofied him, gaily attired ; and, without any regard 
to fame or modefty, prompted him to a crime no lefs re¬ 
pugnant to nature than that which he foon after commit¬ 
ted. Seneca, who was prefent, obferving the prince, while 
he was thus intoxicated, inclined to yield to the felicitations 
of his mother, for an antidote againd the enticements of 

f Tacit. Ann. lib. xiv. cap. r. Dio, lib. Ixyiii. 
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one woman, had recourfe to another, and introduced Afte; 

By means of this diverfion, the unnatural commerce was 
prevented 5 but the reputation of Seneca was fomewhat 
tarnifhed, who might, by fome other expedient more worthy 
of a philofopher, have diverted the prince from fuch 
monftrous impurity (L). 

Nero, dreading the infamy which the bare fufpicion of 
fuch a deteftable crime would refleft on his ch a rafter, and 
being told, that the foldiery would never bear the dominion 
of a prince thus contaminated, began thenceforth to avoid 
all private conferences with his mother; a referve which 
gave Poppsea a favourable opportunity of inflaming him ftill 
more againlt her, till at length fhe wrought him to a refo- 
lution of delivering himfelf, by a parricide, from one who, 

Ihe faid, was his dread and torment. He was now, there- Nero rt- 
fore, only in fufpence about the means of difpatching her, /*« to 
whether by poifon, the fword, or fome other contriv- dejirej her. 
ance. 

While he revolved various methods of taking her off, Anicetas, * 
Anicetus offered his fervice and his dexterity. He was a franchifed 
franchifed Have, and had been tutor to Nero in his infancy; fl a y*> con- 
but was now commander of the fleet which rode at Mile- 
num. As he was an implacable enemy to Agrippina, he deftrojmg 
undertook to contrive a veffel in fuch a manner that he her. 
could fink it at pleafure; and he obferved, that if Agrippina 
were thus difpatched by Ihipwreck, no perfon could aferibe 
her death to the malice and contrivance of men. Nero 
was much pleafed with this device, becaufe he had a fa¬ 
vourable opportunity to put it in execution, as he was then 
celebrating at Baise the iolemn feftival of Minerva called 
Quinquatrus, which began on the nineteenth of March, 
and lafted five days. In order to entice his mother thither, Neroprt- 
he pretended a defire to be reconciled to her, declaring, 
that children ought to bear with the humours of their pa- /J*: or 
rents; H,nd that for himfelf, it was his duty to forget all paft ’ 
provocations, and be fincerely reconciled to a tender mo¬ 
ther, toVbom he owed the feeptre which he fwayed. A 
general rumour of this pretended difpofition was immedi¬ 
ately fpread abroad, reached Agrippina, and found credit 


(L) Fabius Rufticus, a wri¬ 
ter of thofe times, aferibes this 
tmheard-ofpafEon not to Agrip¬ 
pina, but to Nero; and adds, 
that he was refeued ftom fo 
great an infamy by Ad'te : but, 


in the detail we have given, all 
other authors agree; and it was 
befides confirmed, in Tacitus's 
time, by the teftimony of popu¬ 
lar fame. 
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with her, becaufe it flattered her wifhes. At the fame time 
he wrote a letter to her, filled with the moil tender expref- 
fions of filial affe&ion and duty, inviting her to pafs the 
k^feftital with him at Baiae. 

milch A. Agrippina, not fufpe&ing any treachery, though well 
griffiita pra&ifed in the dark devices of the court, deferred no longer 
ttaevn. fi er departure; but embarking at Antiuta, where fhe then 
was, failed to Bauli (M), an imperial villa between the pape 
Hit prcdi • of Mifenum and the gulf of Baiae- Thither Nero went to re- 
pvnfalf- ceive his mother, met her upon the fhore, prefented his 
hand, embraced, and conduced her to the caftle. Not far 
ffalifa. from the fhore, amongft feveral other veffcls belonging to 
ckritfs. the emperor,, and the noblemen of his court, rode that 
which had been contrived by Anicetus, more pompous and 
gaudy than the reft, as if Nero, by that diftin&ion, intended 
additional honour to his mother; but fhe, having had fome 
intimation of the plot, when invited onboard, declared fhe 
chofe to go to Baise by land ; and accordingly was carried 
thither in a fedan. Upon her arrival, the behaviour of 
Nero, obliging beyond expreflion, and free from all man¬ 
ner of affe£lation, allayed her fears. He treated her with 
the utmoft magnificence, yielded to her at table the mod 
honourable place, entertained her with great variety of di- 
verfions, granted all the favours fhe afked in behalf of 
herfeif or her friends, and, in convention, broke fome- 
timeS out into fallies of youthful gaiety, diicourfing at other 
times, with an air of gravity, of ftate affairs, as if he really 
had reftored his confidence to her, and was fincerely dif- 
pofed to follow her advice. Having, by means of thefeen- 
lnaring careffes, removed all her fufpicions, he protra£fed the 
banquet till the night was.far advanced; and, in the mean 
time, gave private orders to the commander of one of his 
galleys to run fop! of that which had conveyed Agrippina 
to Bauli, and difabte it, that fhe might be obliged to em¬ 
bark in the veffel Contrived for her deftruftion. When the 
fcaft was over, Nero acquainted her with the misfortune 
which had happened to her own veflel, begged ).-r to ac¬ 
cept of the other, and ordered the admiral himfeif, Anice¬ 
tus, to attend her to Antkrm. The emperor accompanied 
her in perfon to the fhore, and, at patting, hung upon her 

(M) This villa belonged firft this time it was poffeffed by fhe 
to Hortenfius, the celebrated emperor, and long after by 
orator, and afterwards to Anto^ Symmachus. 
nia, the wife of Drufus (t). At 

(i) PHn. lib.lx. cap. 55. 
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neck, killing "her with fuch tcndernefs, that he left it un» 
certain, as our hiftorian obferves, whether he meant, by 
that paflionate behaviour, to cioak his horrid delign, or 
whether his fpirit, however fierce and favage, could not 
withftand the more powerful efforts of nature, at the lafif 
fight of a mother juft going to perilh *. 

'fhe fea proved fmooth and calm, the night clear, and the Agrifpin* 
ftars Ihone in full luftre. Agrippina, when fhe embarked, defigncdjy 
was attended only by two perfons, Creperciu6 Gallus, who fop- 
ftood in the fteerage, and a lady named Aceronia Polla, wr> ‘ ‘ ' 
who lay at her feet, and was entertaining her with the 
pleafing difcourfe of the remorfe of herfon, and his fincere 
reconciliation; when fuddenly, upon a fignal given, the 
deck over that quarter was loofened, and, being purpofely 
loaded with a great quantity of lead, funk violently down, 
and crufhed Crepercius to death. Agrippina and Aceronia 
were defended by the ports of the bed where they lay, which 
happened to be too ftrong to yield to the weight; neither 
did the veflel open, as had been concerted, fuch of the ma¬ 
riners, as had not been entrufted with the plot, obftrufting 
the meafures of thofe who were. The latter, finding this 
expedient defeated, ftrove to overfet the veflel by running 
all to one fide ; but the other mariners, not privy to the de- 
fign, at the fame time ftruggling to preferve her, by ba¬ 
lancing the contrary way, fhe was not at once fwallowed 
up, but funk by degrees; fo that Agrippina and Aceronia 
fell foftly into the fea. The latter, fcreaming out, for the 
more fpeedy relief, that fhe was Agrippina, and paflionately 
calling upon the crew to fuccour the prince’s mother, was 
by them purfued with their poles and oars, and fo flain. 

Agrippina never fpoke, and being therefore lefs known, she ef- 
efcaped, with one wound only on her fhoulder : with fwim- capes, 
ming, and the timely affiftancS of fome fifher-boats, which 
roweti out to fuccour her, fhe reached the lake Lucrinus, 
from Vhence fhe was conveyed to her own villa. There, 
refle£ljhg upon the danger which fjie had efcaped ; the fate 
of AcMpnia, miftaken for heFfetf^gnd defignedly flain; the 
manrferln which the veflel, under (Jbelter of the fhore, not 
tolled by the winds, nor linking upon the rocks, had yielded 
in its upper parr, and been purpofely overfet, ihe con¬ 
cluded, that, for this very end, fhe had been enfnared by 
the fraudulent letters of her fon, and for this treated by him 
with fuch extraordinary marks of honour. However, fhe ^ 

thought it advifable to diflemble the whole, and, although rt j tnimn ^ 

Tacit. Ann. lib. xiv. bap. 4- Suet. ca P- 34 - Di °> lib - lxi - P- 6 9 S’ 
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well apprifed of tliefe black devices, to aft as if fhe was en¬ 
tirely ignorant of them. With this view, fhe difpatched 
Agerinus her freedman, to acquaint the emperor with the 
danger fhe had efcaped by the providence of the gods and 
tis imperial fortune; and to entreat him, that, however 
alarmed at the misfortune which had threatened his mother, 
he would poftpone the trouble of vifiting her, for what"fhe 
wanted at prefent was reft. In the mean time, difguifing 
her fear, and counterfeiting perfeft fecurity, fhe caufed her 
wound to be drefled ; and calling for the laft will of Ace- 
ronia, ordered all her effefts to be regiftered, and fealed 
up h . 

Nero had palled the night in great uneafinefs and anxiety, 
attending to the fuccefs of his defign; and, while he was 
hourly expefting exprefles to inform him that the parricide 
was executed, tidings arrived that his mother had efcaped 
only with a flight wound. At this information, he was 
ftruck with horror and difmay, not doubting but that fierce 
fpirit, bent upon hafty revenge, would either arm the flaves, 
inflame the rage of the foldiery againft him, or have recourfe, 
with a tragical reprefentation of the whole plot, to the fe- 
nate and people. Thus terrified and confounded, he im¬ 
mediately fent for Burrhus and Seneca, who perhaps had 
not before been acquainted with the confpiracy. To them 
he notified his difappointment, protefting, that, in the pre- 
fent emergency, he had no refotirce, no proteftion, no one 
to advrfe with, but them. They both kept filence, either 
becaufe they thought it was in'vain to difl'uade him from a 
defign on which they faw him determined, or becaufe they 
believed matters already pufhed fo far, that, unlefs Agrip¬ 
pina foon perifhed, Nero certainly mud. At length Se¬ 
neca, who ufed always to fpeak firft, looked at Burrhus, as 
if he afked him, whether 'orders for the difpatching of 
Agrippina might not be trufted to the foldiery under his 
command. Burrhus underflood him, and anfwer eji, that 
the praetorian guards were fo zealoufly attached to tin; name 
of the Caefars, fo fond of the family and memory fo Ger- 
manicus, that they would never engage in any*cicv?l or 
bloody attempt againft their defeendants. He added, that 
Anicetus ought to accomplifh what he had begun. Ani¬ 
cetus undertook, without hefitation, to acquit himfelf of 
his engagement; and Nero, exclaiming, that Anicetus pre- 
fented him that day with the empire, urged him to ufe difi. 

h Tacit. Ann. lib. xiv. cap. 1—5. Dio, p. 695. Suet. lib. vi. 
cap. 3*. 
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patch. In the mean time Agerinus, arriving from Agrip¬ 
pina, with the news of her difafter and efcape, was imme¬ 
diately admitted to the emperor; by whofe orders, as he 
■was delivering his mefl’age, a dagger was dropped between 
his legs; and then, on pretence that he had been fent to 
murder the prince, he was immediately loaded with irons, 
and dragged to prifon. This fable was forged to fupport 
another; for Nero pretended, that his deftruction had been 
concerted by his mother; and that (he, upon the difcovery 
of her treafon, had put an end to her own life, to avoid the 
puni(hment (he deferved*. 

In the mean time, the report of the danger which threat¬ 
ened Agrippina at fea, and was looked upon as the effett 
of chance, flying abroad, the people from all quarters 
flocked to the (bore to affifl: her: fome crouded into barks 
and fkifFs ; others entered the fea, and waded to the neck: 
nay, fomc ftretched out their arms to catch and receive 
her; fo that the whole coaft rcfounded with lamentations 
for her misfortune, vows for her deliverance, and the in- 
diflindt clamour of a multitude, folicitous about her fafety. 
When they underftood that Ihe was out of danger, they 
haftened to congratulate her ; but Anicetus arriving with 
an armed band of marines, they all difperfed. Then the 
iranchifed (lave, having befet the villa with a guard, burft 
open the gates, fccured fuch of her ilaves as offered to (lop 
him, and advanced to the door of her chamber, which he 
found guarded by a fmall number of her friends, who, at 
the fight of fo many armed men, immediately fled, and 
left her with one maid only. She was already very uneafy, 
that no perlon had yet arrived from her fon, when (he 
heard a fudden noife and tumult at the door of her cham¬ 
ber; which fo terrified her m^d, that, flarting up, (he too 
was about to depart. Agrippina perceiving her defigu, 
“ Thcia likewife (faid (he), art going to abandon me that 
momeft Anicetus, having forced open the door, entered 
her clllunber, accompanied by Herculeus, captain of a 
gallej^nd Oloaritus, a centurion of the navy. The 
princefs, though apprifed of their defign, yet addrelling 
them with great intrepidity, “ If you are come (faid (he), 
from the emperor, to be informed of my health, I can ac¬ 
quaint him, that I am well refreihed and recovered; if up¬ 
on any bloody defign, I will never believe you commiffion- 
ed by my fon: my fon cannot command a parricide. 
But the affaffins, without returning her any anfwer, fur- 

1 Tacit. Ann. lib. xiv. cap. 6, Dio, p. 69s- Suet. lib. vi. cap. }♦. 
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rounded her’bed; and Herculeus discharged a blow Upon bef 
bead with a great ciub. Oloaritus the centurion inftantly 
drew his fword to difpatch her; but Agrippina, notwith- 
flanding the blow (he had received, flatting up, prefented 
her belly, crying with § loud voice, “ Strike me here: 
tMs carried and brought forth fuch a monfter as Nero.” I'H 
Ottering thefe Words, (he was pierced with a number of 
a ft. of FI. wounds, and expired k (M). Thus died the celebrated 
*£>*- Agrippina, daughter to Germanicus, grand-daughter to 
A'D. 60. Agrippa, and great-grand-daughter to Auguftus, lifter to 
one emperor, wife to another, and mother to a third* 
This end (he had deferred by a train of horrid iniquities, 
long before • it overtook her. We are told, that fhe was 
warned of it many years before by the Chaldeans, whobe- 
_ing confulted by her concerning the fortune of Nero, 
and anfwering, that he would certainly reign, and kill 
bis mother; “ Let him kill me (faid (he), fo he do but 
reign*.” 

The fcene of this horrible iniquity being clofed, the em¬ 
peror began to reiie& on the enormity of his crime ; a mo* 
»gt- ther inhumanly murdered, to whom he owed his life and 
■'.wmmfi* his empire! He paffed the night in dreadful agonies, 
smrOtatk. impatiently waiting the return of day, which, he appre¬ 
hended, would bring upon him fome dreadful difafter. 
Burrhus was the firft who afforded him any comfort in 
jhc midft of thefe horrors, by perfuading the tribunes and 
centurions under his command to congratulate the prince 
upon his thus happily efcaping the enormous treafon de- 


A 

»D.C. 808. 
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* Tacit. Ann. lib. xiv. cap. 7, 8. Dio, p. 696. Sueton, cap. 24. 
i Tacit, ibid. cap. 9. Dio, Suet. ibid. 


(Mj In thefe particulars alt 
authors agree Some add, that 
Nero attewards furveyed the 
naked body of his mangled mo¬ 
ther, viewed her limbs, and 
extolled their fymmetry and 
beauty; but this, is denied by 
ethers, and teems inconfiftent 
with the concern which he af¬ 
terwards (hewed. That very 
eight her corpfr was burfcr, 
without «»y pomjfer felemnity, 
(feeing carried to the pile upon 
no?other bed than that which 
ft*Jay upon. at benfieait. Her 


bones were interred by her do- 
meftics, who, after the death 
of Nero, raifed her Ji mean 
tomb, upon the road t o cape 
Mifenum, adjoining tju a villa 
which formerly belonged to 
Carfar the diflator. Mnefter, 
one of her freedmen, as foon as 
her funeral pile was lighted, 
ran himfelf through with a 
fword, whether from grief and 
affection for her, or from dread 
of foine terrible punifliment, 
which he apprehended, was ne¬ 
ver known. 


vifed 
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Vifed by his mother. Their example was followed by 
the emperor s friends, and by the neighbouring commi 
nines of Campania, who teftified their joy by Sacrifices 
to the gods, and embaffies to the prince. Nero now He 
pretended to be inconfolably grieved for the death of P>rr1w? 
his mother, anfwering thofe who ftrove to confole him 
that he hated, a life which, upon fuch terms, had been 
faved. However, as the face and afpeft of places cannot 
change like the countenances of men, the fight of that 
coaft, and thofe fhores where the parricide had been perpe¬ 
trated, filled him wifh continual horrors; befides, there 
were feme who imagined they heard horrid flirieks and 
cries from. Agrippina’s tomb, and a mournful found of 
trumpets from the neighbouring cliff's and hills. Nero 
therefore, flying from fuch tragical places, which incef. 
fantly reproached him with the enormity of his crime, 
withdrew to Naples ; whence he fent letters to the fenate, - 
acquainting them, that Agerinus, a freedman of Agrip- u, 
pina, had been fent by her to aflaffinate him, but had been her <w,ti 
timely apprehended; and that fhe had thereupon laid vio- me ”3 
lent hands on herfelf, with the fame guilty confluence crimes. 
which had prompted her to attempt the life of her fon. To 
this falfhood he added a detail of her crimes, traced a long 
way back: he even imputed to her all the vile meafures 
and black iniquities of the reign of Claudius; and conclud¬ 
ed, that her death ought to be looked upon as a public 
bleffing, and afcribed to the aufpicious for tune of the Ro¬ 
man ftate (N). 


(N) This letter was compof- 
ed by Seneca, who was feverely 
cenfured, and not undefervedly, 
by all. men of honour and vir¬ 
tue. , No one believed the pre¬ 
tended coufoiracy ; but never- 
thelefsAhe fenators, with afto- 
nifhing 4 rdour, ftrove to furpafs 
°ne attWher in decreeing new 
hondflrs fo Nero on this occa¬ 
sion. The following folemni- 
ties were therefore ordained, 
that, at all the altars, public 
devotions Ihould be obferved ; 
that the feaft of Minerva, dur¬ 
ing which the confpiracy was 
deredted,. thou Id be celebrated 
with anniverfaryphtys for ever; 


that the ftatue of that godflefs 
in gold fhould be placed in the 
fenate-houfe, and, near it, that 
*>f the emperor; and, laftly, 
that the anniverfary of Agrip¬ 
pina fhould be inferted in the 
"number of unlucky days. Thra- 
fea Paetus, walked out of the- 
fenate, as foon as the emperor*# 
letter was read, choofing rather 
to provoke the vengeance of 
Nero, than give his aflent to 
fuch fervile, flattering, and ini¬ 
quitous decrees; but there was 
not a man in the fenate who 
had lb much ‘honour and inte- * 
grity, as to follow his example. 
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Next year, Nero entered upon his fourth confulftip, 
having Coffus Cornelius Lentulus for his colleague, and held 
that dignity for fix months. He now inftituted, for the im¬ 
provement of wit and genius, contefts of eloquence and poe¬ 
try, with other games, to be exhibited every fifth year; 
whence they were ftyled quinquennial games. On this oc- 
cafion, the players and pantomimes, who had often caufed 
great difi'enfions among the people, were recalled, and re- 
ftored to the ftage. During thefe ("ports, a comet appeared, 
which, according to the perfuafion of the vulgar, always 
portended a change of princes : hence, as if Nero had been 
already depofed, it became 1 the topic of general enquiry, 
who fliould be chofen to fucceed him; and the name of 
Rubellius Plautus was, on this occafion, in every one’s 
mouth. He was, by his mother Julia, the daughter of 
Drufus, defcended from the family of the Csefars ; and had 
acquired great reputation by the integrity of his life, and a 
drift adherence, notwithftanding the general corruption, 
to the venerable inftitutions, and fevere manners, of the 
primitive Romans. As Nero was fitting at an entertain¬ 
ment at a place called Sublaqueum, on the banks of the 
Simbruine lake, a flalh of lightning darted upon the repaft, 
difperfed the dilhes, overturned the table, and, while the 
emperor was drinking, (truck the cup out of his hand. This 
accident happened in the neighbourhood of Tibur, whence 
Plautus was originally fprung by his/ather’s fide ; therefore, 
the people believed, that he was appointed by the, gods to 
fucceed Nero. Thefe particulars alarmed Nero, who wrote 
to piautus, that he would aft prudently in confulting the 
peace and tranquility of Rome, by withdrawing to his pof- 
feflions in AGa, where he might enjoy the bloom of his 
life free from intrigues of faction, fraught with ambiguity 
and danger. Upon this gaming, Plautus, who had long 
fince buried himfelf in retirement, (hunning and (l eading 
power, left Rome, and, with Antiftia his wife, ana a few 
friends, haftenedto Alia. At this period, Nero ^‘pointed 
Tigranes (P) king of Armenia, which the brave* Corbulo 

' V had 

(P) Tigranes was grandfon, phyra the daughter of Arche- 
or rather great-grandfon, to Ar- laus. His father was likewife 
chelaus, formerly king of Cap- named Alexander, He was ne- 
padocia ; for he was the grand, phew to another Tigranes, like- 
ton of Alexander, who was put wife king of Av aema, who was 
to death by his own father He- put to death under Tiberius, in 
rod king of Judssa, and of Gla- the twemy-fecond year of that 

prince’* 
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had reduced, and beftowed upon him a body of guards, 
confifting of a thoufand legionaries, three cohorts of con¬ 
federates, and two wings of horfe, to fupport him in main¬ 
taining his new realm. Corbulo, haring thus completed 
the ieduftion of Armenia, left that country, and retired 
into Syria, a province afligned him upon the death of Nu- 
midius Quadratus the late governor “. In the clofe of the 
year, Vibius Secundus, a Roman knight, was, upon the 
accufation of the Moors, condemned for extortion, and ex¬ 
pelled Italy. 

• Tacit. Annal. lib xiv. cap. 16. 

prince’s reign, and thirty-fixth at Rome, in the quality of a 
of the Chriliian xra (2). Ta- hollage, his fpiritwasmii'erably 
citus tells us, that, as this debated, even to a degree of ab- 
prince had palled many years jedtnefs and fervitude (3). 

(a) Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xviii. cap. 7. (j) Tacit, AnnaU 

Kb. xiv. cap. 16. 
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